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Northern Campaigns. 


w K must now turn our attention to the sub¬ 
joined treaty entered into by the Court of Great- 
Britain, with the Crown Prince of Sweden*, 

* The tollowiag interesting report, dated Stockholm, Ja¬ 
nuary 7th, IHIJ, and addressed to the King of Sweden by M. 
D'Engestroui, his Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the politi¬ 
cal relations between Sweden and France during the last two 
years, claims a place in a work of this nature 

SiKE, 

I this tlay execute the orders which your Majesty gave me, 

lay before you a rc$K>rt on the political relations between 
.Sweden and France for the last two yeavj. 

Nothing does more honour to a nation, than the publicity 
which the government gives to. its diplomatic acts; and no¬ 
thing is better calculated to consolidate harmony between a 
Monarch and his people, than a frank communication of the 
^cevtts of policy. Every patriot will find in the statement 

VOL. IJ, » 




and stoned at Stockhohr. on the ;j(.l of Mandi* 
181J. 


which your .Majoty lias ordered me to make, a new proof of 
the este('m of his So\erei^ii, for liis mformalioM, and Ills lon' 
of llie eoimlr). — 

< “ Tlic relations of Suedeu with (^’eat-Ihitam liad not ^et, 

« ’ 

at the end of .Xoveiiiher, ISlO, assumed a (‘Iraraeter of opi n 
lio'.lility. d’iie commeiceof Swi’den, ihonp^h limitt d m its ac- 
ti\ ily, 1‘spt’eialiy hy the peac'o of Pan-, uas not yet, thanks l(» 
the model ation of the I'aif^lisli Cabinet, entire!} inU rrupted, 

The iiianifesr^itioiis ^>f ill-will on the pait ol hraiu ' 
hieli diirniL;' the eourse of I8l0, had ojten tlin atiaied to b*- 
<‘ome serious pretensions, at first ajipean'd confined to tlu* ii 
Old maintenance of the ('ontmental S\,stem mPonieiania, 
but llie\ were at hist openly directed aL;:imst Suedi n, and a 
demand was (’V( n made to e\clude the Vmi rn ans from our 
poit-. Your Majesly^ llou ever, siicci eiUd by jici'^eierani.i 
Hiid moder.ition m anitini^ tin- eoijsnjueiiees. 


'' It ua--nevertlule-.s to be jUTsmiieil, that tins fovImi.Ui 
sitn?ition, alltudmo Sweden tin- means of r< (uniting' liei 
stieii'j^th, exhimst^ d l»y a destiuciivc w.ir, would not beoflono 
duration. The ]'auperor iSapolcoii hajil hud.down for subju¬ 
gated iuirope a peremptory rule, that he would aeknow'h (^c 
as friends only, the enemies of Ih itain ; that neutrality, for- 
iiicrlv the. bulwark of the vveakcY .siati's, amidst the contests of 
the most powerful, no longer had any real meaning; and thai 
all the .comb Illations of policy, every feeling of dignity, iiiusl 
disappear before the omnipotence of arms, and an unbending 
ivili. 



« 


W iTW S\VKS)i:N 


)n t]i(' iA' J.K* lioK .i»Hl 4icK'<j 


null \\ 


fli-^ Afajc sly liu^ Kih’>- olAlu' 

Mi' (jiv.jt-Biitaii) jiikI Ii.-laiitl, 


Til Ilf; 1 K ini'dMiii 
iui;l ills Majesty 


“ Iij liif i>t L',ii’.iti)-j, of Xo',(. luhcr, t.SlO, awil a few (la\^ l,>e 
ior<’liie sejiaiMt;oji of the of ihe reala)^ a U!' 

iiooi iJie liiiroti dc li.uier?)j( !l.e»al Pan-'. Ittleiailiil i 
coii\er'.ation winch in' had ha.a v. il!i the l^^injn'ior ul Ihi 
h'rencli; the n-ult of wluclinav, <i»at \ onr iMa|e-'ty u onia 
liavi' to choose he* vvt'« u the inteiriiption t)f yonr relation^, with 
I'rain’e. and a io.'in.il dt'<’]:!, atioii of a/ a!iaiM.''t liiiii'and. 
Piin'ii Ahjiin r, the I'reiich Minisl'‘r;il Stoekhtdiiij j)r(^eiittd 
a note to the sann ^'llecl, and dein.nnUd a cateiou n ;d an'.wei 
n ilhi'i fne <lay"’. thn ateii'iit; lo qint Sv. ( den should L)u. <»o 
\rnnneut not oht'v the v ill .ifIn, ina^te;- 

“ Will u yonr l\Iaie''ly at a inonieni so ui’i;eii*^, t<Jo{v view 
ol the internal and cxtirn.d siinalion of Aiair kinmloin, \on 
-aw 1 ■! int atis which conld enahle yon to adopt ai’ieedeci^.ion- 
7 di' < oidnu nlal poVtcV'. then followed solely llie i'n}>nhe of 
France, and tJu* season of the year renio\(;d c\ery hojie id 
beni'^ assi..ted by Fn!4land, in the emit of the kinodotii heniM 
attacked dnruii^ the course of the w inter. The sliorliii ss ot 
tliclcrm fixed for retunhnji' an answer, did not admit of as- 
frei taininp^ (he .sentiine^nts of the neii;'hhoiinn;4'states ; and the 
resources of the realm, both in money, and in th'* nu ans ol 
defence, were so limited, tiiat there wa. no tlatt' riiiij prospect 
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the King of Sweden, equally animated with the 
•desire of drawing closer the ties of friendship 

• t 

of being able to secure the integrity and independence of 
Sweden. The Pfeioce Royal, penetrated with thftinecessity of 
saving the state, imposed silence on his aOections, and so< 
!'»mnly declared, that your Majesty ought to dismiss all con- 
si<|/ ration of his peculiar situation, and of his past connections, 
and that he would execute with zeal and fidelity whatever your 
Majesty might enjoin for maintaining the honour and inde« 
pendence of the kingdom. 

** Your Majesty wishing to reserve for a more convenient 
opportunity, the efhcjicious resource conveyed in the declara^ 
tion of the Prince Royal, considered it as an imperious duty 
to yield for a moment to the storm; flattering yourself that 
the Emperor Napoleon would not all at once endanger the last 
resources of Sweden, by rigorously exacting open hostilities 
with Great-Britain. 

** However, scarcely was the Declaration of War against 
England published, and the commerce of Sweden abandoned 
to the discretion of the'British Cabinet, when the French Mi¬ 
nister began to develope a plan, pursued without interruption, 
to cause Sweden to take upon herself the same obligations 
which have brought so many misfortunes on the confederated 
states. A considerable body of seamen was at first demanded 
for the purpose of manning the French fleet at Brest,—next, 
a corps of Swedish troops to be in the pay of France,—the in¬ 
troduction into Sweden, of a tarif of 50 per cent, on colonial 
produce,~and, finally, the establishment of French douaniers 
at Gottenburg. All these demands, having been rejected, the 
consequence was, that the measures of the French govern¬ 
ment towards Sweden soon assumed a hostile character. 
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and good intelligence which so happilji subsist 
between them, and penetrated witl^ the urgent 

" Shortly after his arrival, M. Alquier spoke of the neces> 
sity of a closer alliance between Sweden and France; and 
though he feceived a polite answer, this r^^ly had no effect. 
He then proposed an alliance between Sweden, Denmark, and 
the Grand Duchy of Warsaw’, under the protection and gpa* 
rantee of FrancCk This proposal had for its object to crealk a 
confederation of the North, similar in its obligations and ob¬ 
ject to that which combined the strength of Germany under 
the French domination. But your Majesty deeming it con¬ 
formable neither to your situation nor your duties to acqui¬ 
esce, the old proposal for a separate alliance with France was 
speedily renewed. Though M. ^Iquier, announced only ver¬ 
bally this desire of his master, he yet demanded an ansim* in 
writing, and affected to view the diffiAilty of obtaining it as a 
mark of indifference towards the French systeni on the part of 
the Swedish government. 

Your Majesty could doubtless have required, that a more 
ample, and especially a written communication should be 
made to you, on the subject of this projected alliance; and, 
though you had reason to fear that the demands of a written 
answer to a verbal overture, had no other object thaif that it 
might be shewn at St. Petersburg, to prove that Sweden was 
wholly dependent 4 >n France, yet you resolved to overlook 
these considerations, and to neglect no means that might ex¬ 
cite a regard for Sweden in the French Emperor. A note 
was, therefore, sent to tile Minister Alquier, in which your 
Majesty discovered a disposition to establish the most intimate 
relations with France, in the hope that the conditions would 
be compatible wdth the dignity and true interests of your 
kingdom. 



necessity of establishing with each other a close 
- concert for ihe maiiiteiiance of the independence 

t • 

M. Alqnier immecliaU'ly declared, that tliis answer meant 
nothing, that it conveyed the iinprc‘'sion of j\our Majesty 
having- prei ioiisly deterinhied to rernaia independent of the 
‘^/amtiiicntal sytteni; and when, in order to be able to give 
lijj,i|i a more anij>lc I'Ljdy, he wa.*. a>ked what the Emperor re- 
(jiiiredof Swcileri, and what that country could promise itself 
in compensation for the new sacrifices which might be the 
result of the French claims,—tliat Almister confined himself 
to the extraordinary answer, * that his Master required, in 
the first instance, deeds conformable to his system; after 
which, it was possible that what his Imperial Majesty was in¬ 
clined to do in favour of Sweden, might become the subject of 
discussion.* ^ 


** In the meanwhile, the season fit for navigation arrived, 
and with it the capture of Swedish vessels by French priva¬ 
teers, Your Majesty*s Minister at Paris demanded redress 
for the injuries done to Swedish commerce; representations, 
with the same object^ were addressed to the Minister Alquier: 
his answers were impressed w ith all the marks of that charac- 
ter of dictator, which he had resolved to play in Sweden. 

Your Majesty, whose firm resolutioi, it was faithfully to 
fulfil the engagements.you had contracted, watched over the 
scrupulous observation of the orders issued against the com¬ 
merce of England. Yet the French journals periodically in¬ 
sulted the S wed i.>h government,, and displayed with emphasi*. 
the immensity of the Swedish commerce. The considerable 
diminution of the produce of the customs in 1811, attests the 
exaggeration and falsehood of the.-e imputation''. 
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of the North, arid in order to accelerate tl^ so- 

much-wished-for epocha of a general peace, 

« 

If the English government vieMcd with a tranqOil eye 
the situation of Sweden, and did not consider her declaration 
of war as a sul^lClenl motive for directing hoiTtilities against 
Swedish commerce,—if this tolerant system facilitated to a 
certain degree a vent for the immense stores of our native 
iron, and so far obviated the pernicious eflecls of the war,— 
your Majesty still might not to have expected that the French 
government would have built its accusatioiivS against Sweden 
on the forbearance <tf England: your Majesty was, on the 
contrary, rather entitled to hope, that the French Emperor 
would see with satisfaction this kingdom treated with forbear¬ 
ance, by a power which had so many means of annoying 
Sweden. 

“ In the meantime the depredations of the French priva¬ 
teers on Swedish vessels were daily augmenting; your Ma¬ 
jesty's Minister at Paris represented in suitable terms the im¬ 
mense lossCi? which thence resulted to the nation : but far 
from obtaining* the restoration of the captured vessels, and the 
repression of such abuses for the future, the prize courts al- 
mo>t always decided in favour of the captors. It is true, the 
e([iiity of <^he case appeared in some instances so'manifest* to 
these tnimnals, that their decisions were favourable to the 
Swedes; but the Freiujh government, whicli feservetl to itself 
tile right of enforj'ing these decisions, never confirmed c»ne of 
them in favour of Sueden. The privateers being thus secure 
of impunity, had an ojien field for exercising their piracies. 
Not satisfied with condemning as good prizes, Swedish vessels 
under the pretence that they were provided with English li¬ 
censes,—with capturing in the Sound small coasting vessels, 
laden with provisions, and the produce of our native manufac- 



8 


have ‘agreed to provide for this twofold object 
by* the pr^ssent Treaty. For this purpose they 

I 

tufcs,-^with seizing such as were in German ports, waiting 
for cargoes,—the Swedish seamen were even treated a(s pri- 
soners of war: they were put in irons, and sent ofl* to Antwerp 
and Toulon, there to serve in the French fleets. 

^ " Disagreeable and almost daily disputes had taken place 
in the course of the summer 1811, betweeh the Regency of 
Pomerania and the Vice-Consul of France. To preserve that 
province from the arrival of French troops, a considerable 
military force was there levied, oil the express demand of 
Napoleon, and to th^ great detriment of the country ; and the 
most srupulous vigilance • was there observed with regard to 
the illicit commerce in colonial produce. In spite of such 
submissions, it was totally impossible to satisfy the daily in¬ 
creasing pretensions of the French Vice-Consul. A quarrel 
which took place between the crew of a French privateer and 
some militia recruits, which, it was clearly proved, the 
Frenchmen had commenced by outraging and attacking the 
Pomeranian soldiers, was nevertheless regarded at Paris as an 
infraction of pea^; and it was exacted by way of reparation 
that your Majesty's soldiers should be punished with death. 

(I 

“ In the month of July, M. Alquier presented an official 
note, the contents and outrageous styl^ of which called forth 
a reply, which reminded him of the respe.ct he owed to the 
nation, and those decencies which should be reciprocal be¬ 
tween sovereigns. Alquier had the presumption to declare 
that he could no longer communicate with me, and demanded 
that another individual should be appointed to correspond 
with him. 


From that moment all official communication with M- 
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have chosen for their Plenipotentiaries, napae^, 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the • 

t 

Alquier ceased; nevertheless the language of the Duke of Bassa- 
no appeared still likely to promise some change in the policy of 
France towards Sweden. It gave his Majesty satisfaction to 
believe that he saw one proof of this in the recal of that 
Ministerj—a. recal which had been formally demanded ; but 
scarcely had the season of the year removed the English fleet 
from the Baltic, whefn the French privateers renewed their 
acts of violence with more activity than ever. Your Majesty 
then felt himself under the necessity of ordering your marine 
to seize those pirates who bad annoyed our commerce from 
port to port, and had made Swedish prizes. Many Trench 
privateers, which insulted our coasts, w^re chased: one, called 
the Mercuryt was taken. 

** Your Majesty, afflicted at thus seeing your subjects mal> 
treated, and their commerce in the bosom of the most solemn 
peace, ordered a courier to proceed to Paris with a detailed 

i 

account of all the losses which the Swedish commerce bad 
suflered; and the demand was renewed of a guarantee, for 
the future, against the rapacity of privateers. The Mercury, 
and her crew, were placed at the disposal of the French 
Charge d’Affaires at Stockholm. . • 

** Your Majesty^s Cbai;ge d’Afiaii*es at Paris executed the 
orders he had received. The ministry of France gave hopes 
that the representations of Sweden would be listened to, and 
that the injuries of which she cdinplained would be examined 
with impartial justice. While your Majesty was cherishing 
the consoling hope of seeing all grounds of diflerence bety^een 
the two Courts at last disappear, by a faithful and generous 
explanation from the French government, your Majesty 
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nacne and on the behalf of His Majesty the 
’’King o/ the United Kingdom of Great-Britaiii 

• learned that at'the very <;ommencement of autumn, the 
Prince of Eckmuhl, commanding the French troops in the 
North of Germany, had^ announced that tie would cause ins 
troops to enter Pomerania, and the isle of Pugan, as soon as 
the ice would permit him. The instructions which tiio 
.Swedish commandant had received, satisfied your Majesty 
that your troops would defend your German possessions 
against every foreign aggression. But, unfortiuiately, cun¬ 
ning prevailed over duty; the courage of the Swedish troops 
was paralized by the weakness of their Chief, and Pomerania 
was invaded. The events which took place in that province 
had been made public,, in order that it might he imposMble 
for any one to mistake the true nature of that extraordinary 
measure, and the a'lendly demeanour Which France affected 
to influence the opinion which must necessarily have been 
excited by so profligate an enterprise. 

,$ ^ i 

I 

, i 

** The entrance of the French troops into Pomerania was 
immediately followed by the arrest of your Majesty's func- 
tion§iries in that province. They were conducted to the pri¬ 
sons of Hamb*urg, where they were thr 9 atened with death. 
It was in vain attempted by seductive promises to induce them 
to break their oaths. 7'he last resources of the province were 
exhausted by enormous contributions: the vessels of your 
Majesty were compelled, by cannon-shot, to remain in the 
ports (5f Pomerania, and were there equipped; the public 
offices‘Were occupied by French agents; and, finally, two 
Swedish regiments were disarrncjil, and sent into France as 
prisoners of war. 


" While these hostile proceedings took place in Pomerania, 
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ijiid Ireland, the Hon. Alexander Hope, Major-* 
Cefieral of His Majesty^s armies i and Edyard 

^thc Swedish mails were seized to Hamburg, and secret inquisi>- 
tions were made in order to discover the sums which Swedish 
subjects possessed there. Your Majesty’s Charg^ d’affaires 
ut Paris, deprived of all communicatious with Sweden, soon 
learned, by public report, the certainty of the entrance of the 
French troops into Pomertfni'a. He, in consequence/presented 
a note to the Duke of Bassano, to obtain explanations with 
regard to that occupation. He was asked whether be made 
this representation in pursuance of orders from his Court; 
and having declared that in a matter of so much importance 
he had thought it his duty to anticipate the orders of the 
King his master, the Duke of Bassano oUerved to him, that 
it was necessary to wait for them, before he could give any 
explanation on the principal object. * 

In this state of affairs it became the first care of your 
Majesty to ascertain the disposition of the powers whose 
innuence was most interesting to Sweden, and by new alliances 
to jirovidc for future security. 

** The silence of the French cabinet continued, and every 
thing announced an approaching rupture between that power 
an.l llussia. The season approached when the British fleets 
would revisit the Baltic, and there was reason to presume that 
the Britit-:h ministry, in rcUirn for the tolerance granted to 
Swedish commerce, would demand a conduct on our, part 
more decidedly pacific. Your Majesty in consequence saw 
j’OMrself at once expos ed to the.roseqtment of I he'Emperor 
Napoleon, or to the hostilities of Great-Britain, ind to tUe 
ag” .‘i^sions of the Court of Rusoia. Denmark had already 
asbumeda menacing attitude. 
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Jhornton, Esq. his Enyoy Extraordinary, and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to His Majesty ‘the 

• The vessel of the state was exposed to the uncertain des¬ 
tinies of the future; treaties^ weak in themselves^ and already 
broken/^ were the guarantee of its existence. The glorious 
name of the Prince Royal re-animated the national courage, 
and the Swedes recollected that after having defended their 
liberty on their own shores, they had known how to pass 
beyond them in pursuit of tyranny. Thus the love of inde¬ 
pendence saved the country from the precipice from which it 
was about to be plunged. 

" Your Majesty, convinced of the danger into which you 
had been drawn by^tbe rapid march of events, judged, that it 
was time to come to an accommodation with the English 
Cabinet, and tO open yourself to that of Russia, with a noble 
frankness. Your Majesty with pleasure saw the Marquis 
Wellesley, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, disposed to re¬ 
ceive your proposals, and impressed with the dangers, which, 
at that period, impended over Europe. Some time after, 
you concluded at Orebro, a treaty of peace with England, 
advantag^us tp both countries ; and the relations of amity 
were drawn closer with Russia, by a new compact, the 
execution of which must place Sweden in security from all 
the commotions of Continental politics. 

j 

Your Majesty looked upon the ignorance in which the 
Emperor of the French had left Sweden, as a proof of his 
determination to drag her despotically into his Continental 
System, from which she found herself naturally detached by 
the seizux^e of Pomerania. Your Majesty beheld also a strik¬ 
ing example in the fate which a German power, the friend 
of Sweden, had undergone,—which, after being long left in 
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King of Sweden; and His Majesty the King of 

Sweden, Lawrence Count d’Engestrom, one of 
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uncertainty, whether its offers to contract an alliance would* 
be accepted, was all a^nce overwhelmed by French ^troops, 
and compelled to surrender £Lt discretion. 

** After the annexation of the Duchy of Oldenburg to the 
French empire, it was known, with certainty, that differences 
both on that point and on the Continental System, had taken 
place between the Courts of France and Russia; and that the 
preparations for war, which were made on both sides, would 
easily lead to open hostilities. France, however, had still 
never testified the smallest desire, nor made any overture to 
your Majesty, tending to engage Sweden in a war with 
Russia. 

Meanwhile, though all friendly relations must have been 
regarded as broken by the occupation of Pomerania, the fol¬ 
lowing proposition was made, not officially, but through a 
channel not less authentic, on the part of the Emperor Napo¬ 
leon. After giving a long exposition of the so often dwelt* 
upon deviations of Sweden from a strict observance of the 
Continental System, which, it was said, had at last compelled 
the Emperor to cause his troops to enter Pomerania, without, 
however, occupying it, his Majesty demand^,— 

** ‘ That a new declaration of war should be made against 
England: that all communication with English cruisers 
should be severely prohibited: that the coasts of the Sound 
should be armed with batteries; thp fleet equipped, and 
English vessels fired upon with artillery. * 

“ ' That, besides; Sweden should set on foot an army of 
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' from 30 to 40^000 men, to attack Russia at the moment wli^ 
hostilities should commence between ^hat power and France. 

“ ' To indemnify Sweden, the Emperor promised to her 
the restitution of Finland. 

' His Imperial Majesty would also bind him>elf to pur¬ 
chase colonial produce, to the amount of 20 millions of 
francs, on condition that payment should not be made till 
the goods were landed at Dantzic or Lubeck. 

* Finally, hisdmperial Majesty would permit Swxden to 
participate in all the rights and advantages enjoyed by the 
States of the Ithenish Confederation. 

**' Your Majesty at once perceived the immense difference 
which existed between the sacrifices thus demanded, and the 
indemnification which the kingdom could promise itself. 
You could not overlook the fact, that a state of active warfare 
with Russia, necessary;, consequences of which would be 
open hostilities with Britain, surpassed the strength and re¬ 
sources of Sweden; that the presence of an English fleet in 
the Baltic would paralyse, during summer, the Swedish ope¬ 
rations: and that besides, since the treaty with Russia, there 
existed no ground of complaint against that power; that in 
the mean time our coasts and, ports would be abandoned to 
the vengeance of England; that tbe complete stagnation of 
commerce, and the interruption of the coasting trade, would 
^occasion general misery; that tbe pressing wants of Sweden 
in respect of grain, imperiously required pacific relations, 
both with Russia and England; that the sudden termination 
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^ of war between France and Russia w^ld infallibly leave Swe¬ 
den without any ai\g'meulation of terntory, especially if the 
Swedish array, in consequence of the war with England, 
was prevented from leaving its own confines; and that, 
moreover, these preparations, anA a single year of war, would 
require an expenditure of from twelve to fifteen millions of 
rix-dollars. A multitude of other considerations determined 
your Majesty to look to nothing but the. happiness of your 
subjects, and the prosperity of your kingdom; and with this 
view your Majesty opened your ports to the flags of all 
nations. 

“ The efiorts of France to engage Sweden in open war with 
England and Russia uere not confined to those I have just 
now mentioned. The Austricfli Minister at'your Majesty^s 
Court, received by a courier from Prince Schwartzenbufg, 
the Austrian Ambassador at the French Court, the account 
of an alliance concluded at Paris, on the 14th of March last, 
between France and that power. Prince Schwartzenburg 
charged the Minister of his Court at Stockholm, in commu¬ 
nicating this information to your Majesty’s Ministers, to em¬ 
ploy all his influence to induce Sweden to' take part in the 
war against Russia. Your Majesty replied to this as you had 
* done to the former proposition, by declaring that you wished 
to preserve the tranquillity of your kingdom, and that you 
accepted the mediation of the Emperors of Austria and Rus- 
sia, in all that regarded the unjust invasion of Pomerania; 
that brides, your Majesty ofiered, if it w^as agreeable to the 
Emperor Napoleon, to write to the Court of Russia, to «n- 
deavpur to prevent the' effusion of blood, till Swedish, Rus- 
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Stan, French, and Austrian Plenipotentiaries could assemble,, 
for the purpose of settling the disputes v'hich had arisen. 

Events having proved that these offers were not accepted 
by the Emperor of the French, your Majesty considered it as 
a sacred duty to place your kingdom in a state of defence: 
and you employed for that purpose a portion of the resources 
which your faithful Statae of the Realm had placed at your 
disposal, in order to cause the national independence to be 
respected and maintained. 

'' The long experience of times past, and the examples of 
the present, sai^ctioned the measures^of prudence which your 
Majesty has taken for the^ security and integrity of your 
States. 

** A note had been already addressed to M. de Cabrc> the 
French Chai^ d'Af&ires, to demand of him an explanation 
with regard to the seizure of Pomerania. He was invited to 
declare whethel? he resided at Stockholm as the agent of a 
friendly or hostile power? Many months having elapsed 
without an answer, and some dark intrigues, incompatible 
with the law of nations, having taken place, M. de Cabre was 
dismissed. 

" At a moment when all the Powers surrounding Sweden 
have increased their military force to a point hitherto unex> 
ampled, your Migesty.has also been obliged to submit to the 
iiiiperious necessity of the times; and having nothing in view 
but the prosperity and happiness of Sweden, you have pre- 
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pared the means which may place it in a situation to depend 
substantially on ’ts own force, and that of the ^ioveriimcnls 
its friends. If, to attain this object, some saeritices are neces- 
sary, your good Swedish people will zealously second your 
IMajesty; for they have always been the firm support of ino- 
narchs who respected their liberty. 

“ Ancient habits had lon‘>- induced Sweden to consider 
France as her natural ally; this ojiinion of times j)as>t,—those 
impressions generally received, long acted powerfully on the 
mind of your Majesty; farther fortified by the regartl of the 
Prince Royal towards Ins former country,—a regard, how¬ 
ever, always subordinate in his heart to» his duties towards 
Sweden, that when France wished to interdict peninsular 
Sweden from traversing the seas which almost surround her, 
and to deprive her of the right of ploughing the wa\es winch 
wash her shores, it became the duty of the f,’ovcrnment to 
defend the rights and interests of the nation—to esca])c the 
situation of those powers which, by their submission to 
France, find themselves without ships, without commerce, 
and without finances. The alliance of France, while 54: 
exacts in the first instance the loss of independence, conducts 
by degrees to all the sacrifices which annihilate the prosperity 
of a State. In order to become her ally, it is necessary to 
have no connection with Fn;r|aud, and to make good the loss 
of the revenues of customs, and of the profits of commerce, , 
by imposts always increasing, for the purjiosc of supporting 
the wars into which her capricious* politics have drawn^ her 
iluring the last eight 5 'ears. Had Sweden submitted to the 
wisfics of France, then Swedes would have beei^ seen in 
Spain, in like manner as we now see there (Germans, Italians, 
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the Eighteen of the Swedish Academy; who, 

affer having exchanged their respective full 

/ • 
c 

and Pbles. They would have been seen even in Turkey, had 
Napoleon conquered the Emperor Alexander. 

" If, to secure the destinies of Sweden, by procuring for 
♦ it safety for the present, and security for the future, your 
Majesty is compelled to put your armies in motion, it will not 
be with a view of conquering provinces useless to the prospe- 
i*ity of the Scandinavian peninsula. The independence of 
that peninsula is the eonstant object of your Majesty^s cares; 
and no sacrifice* must be reckoned too costly by the Swedes 
to attain that great and important result. Your Majesty has 
rejected the degrading te’eaty which it was wished to make 
you subscribe; you have placed yourself above a subservient 
and versatile policy; and you have not feared to make your 
appeal on the question to the courage, the loyally, the pa¬ 
triotism, and the honour of the nation. Your Majesty has 
formed a just opinion of the Swedes, and .your reward is in 
the unbounded confidence w'hich they have placed in your 
wisdom. 

r * 

The vessel of the Slate, navigating a stormy sea, and as¬ 
sailed by the tempest, was long in danger of shipwreck; your 
Majesty took the helm, and seconded by your son, you have 
had the happiness, in spite of the shoals with which her route 
* was interspersed, to bring her into port. I present this 
sketch in order to enlighten those persons, who, always un¬ 
easy with regard to their future fate, feel alarmed at the 
slightest adverse occuiTence, and imagine that they have 
reached land only to enjoy in peace all the conveniences of 
Your Majesty has promised liberty to the Swedes; you 
will keep jipur word. The cottage of the poor, as well as the 
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powers, found in good and due forna, have 
agreed upon the following articles:— 

palace of the rich, shall enjoy that inestimable ble$^in^. Ar¬ 
bitrary authority can never penetrate thither; and by night, as 
well as by day, the law shall guard all its approaches. Proud 
of all their rights, united to their Sovereign, the Swedes will 
inarch to meet their enemies. The recollection of their illus¬ 
trious ancestors, and the justice of their cause, shall be pledges 
of their success. 

I am, with the most profound respect, &c. 

(Signed) LAWRENCTi IPENGESTROM. 

Stockholm, Jan. 7, 1813.^^ 


In support of the allegations contained in the foregoing 
report, the reader is referred to the subjoined con*e- 
spondence between France and Sweden.—^The corre¬ 
spondence between the French Charge d^ AIFaires at 
Stockholm and the Swedish Government, which took 
place in December 1812, is also annexed. 

• 

No. 1. 

Extract of a dispatch to the King from Baron de Lagerbjelke/ 
Swedish Minister at Paris, dated October 26, 1810. 

Notwithstanding all the personal prejudie'es of which I had 
just been the object, it would have been easy for me to have 
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' Art. 1.—H is Majesty the King ot‘ Sweden 
engages to employ a corps of not less than 

prepared myself against a scene but little agreeable. The na¬ 
ture of iny conferences with the Duke of (Jadore; the preci¬ 
pitate departure of M. de Tcheniicheff; the catastrophe with 
which Switzerland saw herself threatened on commercial ac¬ 
counts; the advantages gained in Portugal, by which it was 
no doubt intended to profit, to bear down the English on all 
points at once; all these circumstances united, had given me 
sufheient insight to judge what the object of the audience 
would be; but I acknowledge that I did not expect so violent 
an cx]»losion. I had never beheld the Emperor m anger; but 
he was so at this timer* to a point which surpasses all imagi¬ 
nation. 

1 was introduced a little after nine o’clock in the morning. 
1 found the Duke de Cadore with the Emperor, and the pre¬ 
sence of this third person caused me at fir&t to suppose that 1 
had been called to hear an oflicial declaration, but that I 
should not be permitted to attend the discussion. I neverthe¬ 
less resolved to^jeply on every occasion where I could intro¬ 
duce a word. 

Tt is impossible for me to render your Majesty an account 
of all that the Emperor said during the space of at least an 
hour and a quarter, because his agitation was so great, his 
discourse so broken, his repetitions so frequent, that it was 
extremely difficult to remember all. 1 began by presenting 
your Majesty’s letter. “ Do you know (said the Emperor) 
** what is the subject of this letter.?” I explained it, adding 
a compliment. Without making any reply thereto, the Em¬ 
peror went on. {Every break in the Emperor’s discourse 
will sufhciently explain to your Majesty the nature of the 
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30,000 men in a direct operation npoif the 
•Continent against the common enemies of the 

short replies which I endeavoured to make in the iiitervaKs). 

Oh, ho! Moiiskur Le Baron, do they at length cease to 
believe, in Sweden, that I am merely a dupe? Do they 
think that I can accommodate myselt to this mixed or ludf 
state of things?—Oh! give me no sentiments! it is from 
facts that we draw our jiroofs in matters of politics.—Let us 
see these facts. You .'■igned the peace with me in the begin¬ 
ning of the year—yvtii engaged yourselves to break oft* all 
coinmuuieatioiis with Kiigland—you kept a JVl mister at Lon¬ 
don, and ail English agent in Sweden, until thesinmner was 
far advanced--you did not interrupt the ostensible commu- 
nicatiou by the way ol'tiottenhurg iftitiLstill later, and what 
was the result of it? That the corre-'peiidenec remained the 
same, neither more nor less active—Poh! the* qne.'.lioii is not 
a commimication by this way, or by that; it is regular ; it is 
very considerable.—You h ive vessels in all the ports of Eng¬ 
land—Salt, truly!—Do you get salt in the Tliamcs ? The 
English trading vessels besiege Gotteiihurg—a fine proof 
that they do not enter there ’—They t xchangc their merchan¬ 
dize ill the open sea, or near to the coasts. Your little islands 
serve as magazines in the winter season. Your vessels openly 
carry Colonial produce into Germany; I have caused half a 
score of them to be siezed at Rostock.—Is it possililethat one 
can affect lliiis to be mistaken on the first prinejpf.* of the 
Continental System,''—Very well. You do not approve of 
this in your note; it is not of that I complain, it is of the 
fact.—I have not slept a single hour in the night, on account 
of your affairs: you might snfler.mc to repose in peace, I 
have need of it.—Again, is this restitution of the English pri¬ 
soners a proper thing; those who had so imprudently at¬ 
tempted the dignity of the King, and violated liis territory. 



two thigh contracting parties. This army shall 
att in concert with the Russian troops placed 

i 

Restored without any satisfaction !—Was it not so. Monsieur 

de Cadore?—(I'he Minister, all in tremulation, did not 

\ 

omit rcplyiujj aflirinativoly to this, as well as to some other si¬ 
milar questions). Another violation of territorial right, is the 
capture of a French privateer in the interior of the port of 
Stralsund; but to me, no account has been rendered *.—It is 
not to one^s friends that one shews these little attentions!— 
Very well, remain with the English!—If one were to judge 
from the evil you have done rne this very year, you never 
could have been better friends to the English than at this 
moment.—Oh, oh! it is yon that tell me so I It is you who 
assure me that IS weden .wishes rather to remain on my side, 
but proofs, I say, give me proofs!—Very well! your stale, 
at the end of an unfortunate war, required some circum¬ 
spection and precaution.—Well, I have had them to my loss. 
You have cajoled me, yes, you; you, yourself.—You have 
had the address to gain the bad season; you have time to set¬ 
tle your interests with England; is it just, that if any engage¬ 
ments exist contrary to faith, that I am to bear the burden ?— 
You have had tjme to put yourselves in a state of defence: 
you have still the winter before you. What, then, have you 
to risk?—Yes, the export trade; that is the battle■ horse: 
what then is become of the neutral flag ?—There are no 
longer any neutrals; England acknowledges none, nor can } 
acknowledge them any longer.—Salt, aye, salt! one can 
find means to obtain what is necessary. How did you do in 
1801, when you were in open rupture with England?— 

* The trade of Stralsund, by the King's ordt rs, paid the 
value of this privateer, which was taken merely in consequence 
of her own imprudence. 
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under the command of his Royal Highness the 
• Prince Rpyal of Sweden, according fb stipula- 

Suffer! Bo you not believe that T sufier? That France, Bor¬ 
deaux, that lIolI{uid, that Germany suiler ? But this is pre¬ 
cisely what an end must be put to. A maritime peace at any 
price!—[Here the Emperor was violently agitated.] Yes, 
Sweden is the sole cause of the crisis I experience. Sweden 
has done me more harm than five coalitions together. But 
now, restored to her commuuieations Avith the rest of Europe, 
she has taken advantage of it to carry on the commerce of Eng¬ 
land.—Ah! Sir,time I alwaystime: I have lost too much time.— 
It was necessary, you said, to enter into the new system, without 
making too many sacrifices ; it was also necessary for me, you 
added, to do some good for Sweden, itear me: when you made 
choice of the Prince of Ponte Corvo, did I^isk nothing in per¬ 
mitting him to accept the offer ? Was I not on the point of 
embroiling myself with Russia? Was it not believed—is it 
not, perhaps, still believed—that you, on your side, and the 
Saxons and Poles on the other, supported by me, would arm to 
conquer their lost provinces r Were notmen^s minds then much 
agitated in Poland? What did I do then ? I caused .such things 
to be said, such reports to be circulated, as might detach Rus¬ 
sia from my system. It is only now that, more and more un¬ 
deceived with respect to Swedish politics, I have taken a deci¬ 
sive step, which I will not conceal from you. I have sent 
back M.de Tchernicheff’ to Russia; I have informed him of 
the declaration whieh I have made to you to-day. I have 
strongly pressed the Emperor Alexander to take the same step 
on his part.—Choose ! Cannon must be fired on the English 
which approach your coasts; and their merchandize in Swe¬ 
den be confiscated, or you must have war with France. I can¬ 
not do you any great harm ; I occupy Pomerania, and you 
do not much care about it: but I can cause you to be attacked 
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tioiisn:o this etTect already existing between tin* 
Cburts of Stockholm and St. Petersburo:. 

O 

by the Russians and by the Danes; and 1 can confiscate all 
your vessels on the Continent; and I will do it, if within fif- 
teen days you are not at war with luigland.—Yes, you arc 
right; the time for the going and returning of the courier 
must be reckoned, and something more. Jlerc, M. de Cadore, 
I order you to send off a courier iniinedialely ; and you. Sir, 
will do the same. If within five days after the olTicial act of 
M. Al(|uier, the King has not resolved to be at war w ith Eng¬ 
land, M. Alnuier shall set out i mined lately, and Sweden shall 
liave war with France and all her allies.—Yes, it is just; 1 
have not positively demanded the state of war before tins mo¬ 
ment; but I am now for«ced to it by all imaginable means.— 
liweden has already found that she cannot remain in a mixed 
state with Kngland,’ witlioui doing great injury to the Conti¬ 
nent. At length, things have taken a general development, 
which reipiires a perfect equality of measures, or a state of 
open hostilities, 'fhis is what all other powers have thouglit 
ought to be done.—Russia, though stronger than the rest, has 
only obtained peace with me, on the condition of deelarmg 
war against Engl^id. Austria, a power of the first order, if 
France did not exist, has frankly taken her resolution. I ha\ e 
been a long time the dupe of Frus.sia, and of you. She a*^ 
length came to find, by the catastrophe of Holland, that it was 
necessary to come to a determination, and she frankly adopted 
a state of war. Denmark has done so long ago; but with 
W'hat title can I exact from that country, what I cannot obtain 
from Sweden.? I often say to’ myself, who knows whether I 
shall alw'aysbc on a good footing with Russia.? Who can read 
the chapter of events.? May it not one day be of the greatest 
interest to tne, to have a friendly power in the North, strong in 
its own resources, as well as by my alliance.? But could it> 
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Art. 11.—The said Courts have eoinmunic^ted 
>0 his Britannic Majesty the engagements sub-* 

meanwhile, be believed in Sucden, that I would relax any 
thing in my invarii^ble principle.'' in favour of the new Prince 
Koyal. On the contrary, the jiolilical crisis into which I have 
brought myself in her favour, gives me a stronger title. 
Meanwlnlc, Sweden owes a gri'al obligation to the person of 
the Prince Ho)'al; for without tha( choice, (by no means in- 
ilucnced by me,) I should two months ago have taken the step 
which I now find inysclf ibrccd to do. 1 iiovertheless repent 
of tins delay, w'lnch, on account of the season, has been so be¬ 
neficial to you ; not because I regret whatever good you may 
have derived from it, but beciiuse you have used me too ill.— 
For a long time past, the office wIir^ was intended for you, 
was ready in the bureau of Monsieur the Duke de Cadore, 
(an affirmative reverence from the Minister,) but I waited for 
the arrival of the Prince Royal, who is in.'.tructed in my way 
of thinking .—I have not been able to do it j I have told you, 
that I was on the point of embroiling myself with Rus.-^ia; 1 
gave all Fnrope notice, that at this di'cisive moment, my sy.s- 
tem might he capable of rnorlificalion. Resides this, new com¬ 
plaints against Sweden, reached me from all sides. Ah! I 
know what you have to say to me: 1 have read all that you 
wrote.—\V('1I, be it so, there may have been some exaggera¬ 
tion in the c.ornplaints, but there still remains a sufficient quan- 

4 

* The Emperor had promised the Prince Royal not to 
exact any thing from Sweden^ before the month of May, 
1811; and the Prince Royal assured him, that after that term, 
Sweden would extend her system of policy, and be openly for 
or. against the Continental system, according as her interest 
might require. 
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sisttng between them, and having formally de- 

tnandecl his said Majesty^s accession thereto?, 

% 

tity of truth.—I wish tliat you had a better cause to defend. 
Oh no! the situation of the Prince Roya^wiIl not be so diffi¬ 
cult ; all comes from hence; there is nothing embarrassing 
in the choice.—But yet, could they believe in Sweden, that 
they might serve the cause of England, without resentment on 
my part, because I love and esteem the Prince Royal ^ I like¬ 
wise love and esteem the King of Holland; he is my brother, 
and yet I have broke with him ; I have silenced the voice of 
nature, to give ear to that of the general interest. 

“ If you were on my frontiers, I should, with regret, be 
forced to act as I have }list done with the Swiss. I have caused 
some troops to march: and the government has confiscated 
the English merchandizes. Let us resume ourselves at length. 
Let Sweden act as she thinks most advantageous. I know that 
it is out of my power to force her. Let her frankly range her¬ 
self on the side of England against me and my allies, if such 
be her interest; or let her unite with me against England.— 
But the time for hesitation is passed. When five days have 
elapsed, M. Alquierwill depart, and I will give you your pass¬ 
ports.—You have said no more than what you ought to have 
said; but 1 cannot do otherwise than send you back.—Open 
war, or constant friendship: this is my last word, my ultimate 
declaration.—Adieu, may I see you again under more favour¬ 
able auspices.—The Emperor then left me, without deigning 
to hear me further. On leaving his apartments, I saw no one 
else in the other apartment, nol even the officers on duty. I 
know not what had given c^use to ibis extraordinary circum¬ 
stance. wheth^ it was by order, or proceeded from the spon¬ 
taneous discretion of the functionaries, because the Emperor 
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and his Majesty the King of Sweden havings by 
ihe stipulations contained in the preceding ar- 

had frequently elevated his voice to such a pitch, that it was 
impossible not to hear him in the next room. 

** I had afterwards a conference with the Duke of Cadore, 

on partiiiff from whom I set off from Paris. This conversation 

was nothing more than a repetition of what had passed with 

the Emperor; that my dispatch to your Majesty, and that of 

* 

the Minister to Baron Alqiiier, might agree as near as pos¬ 
sible. Every thing having been said on this subject, 1 could 
not forbear expressing to the Duke of Cadore, how sensibly I 
felt the harsh and violent form into which the Emperor had 
put his demand. The Minister laid great stress on the satis¬ 
faction which I ought to feel (as he told me) in tempering the 
Emperor's vivacity, especially towards tfie conclusion, and 
quoted several passages which afforded some hopes for the 
future. He gave me a courier passport, which was prepared 
before-hand. He promised me not to send his courier from 
Fontainbleau, until about the same time that I should expe¬ 
dite mine from Paris; that is to say, in the evening of this 
day, in order that the bearer of this might have a little ad¬ 
vance. He assured me, that M. Alquier would have two days 
to arraime his office, besides the five which formed the time of 
his limitation. He dwelt much on the" fact, which he request¬ 
ed me also to consider as important, that the election of Mon- 
seigneur the Prince Royal, far from having provoked this step 
on the Emperor's part, had retarded it for several months, and 
had thereby procured for Svvedfen a delay doubly important, 
on account of the season. ^He added, that the Emperor's re¬ 
solution of taking his steps, even whilst the Prince was ^id to 
be.on his journey, had partly in view the intention of not ren¬ 
dering him innocently unpopular. 
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given a proof of the desire which animates 
him to contribute also on his part to the succesF 


Letter from the Prince Royal of Siueden,' to his Majesty the 

Rmperor of the French, dated Stockholm, December S, 

1810 . 

Slur, 

By my letter of the 19th of November, I hail the honour to 
inform you, that the King, feuthful to the sentiments whi(*h 
he expressed to your Majesty, resolved to declare war against 
England, notwithstanding eiery thing which the safety of Ins 
states opposed to that measure, and with the object alone of 
pleasing your Majesty. 

The King will always be proud of having gi\en this proof 
of devotion to your Majesty ; but it belongs to me, wdio am a 
daily witness of his suflerings and inquietudes, to appeal to 
your Majesty^s magnanimity, in an affair which may have an 
influence upon the King’s health, and upon the liapjnness of 
Sweden. I flatter myself that your Majesty will graciously 
receive mv observations. 

In addressing myself directly to you. Sire, I take the ad¬ 
vantage of an old privilege which 1 shall always like to pre¬ 
serve, and which williencw in my heart recollections eijually 
agreeable as glorious. 

Sweden, in the sad condition to which the last war reduced 

I 

her, neither should nor can aspire, but after a long peace. _ It 
w as the only means of regaining, by agriculture and com- 
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of tlic common cause; his Britannic Majhsty 
f)eing desirous in return to give an inwnediate 


iiierce, the losses she had sustained, and thus re-establishing 
by degrees her linances, and of entirely recruiting her military 
system and her administration. Far from that, it is Sweden 
who has just declared war; she has hazarded this step with¬ 
out a single battalion ready to march, without her arsenals or 
inagazjnes containing the least necessary article; and what is 
still worse, without a single sou to provide for the expences of 
so great an enterprise; in a word, in the station in which the 
g'overnrnent of this country is, such a step would undoubtedly 
make it be accused of folly, if your Majesty's approbation did 
not legitimate every thing. Sweden, it is true, possesses in 
licrself the principles of a great force*; her inhabitants arc by 
nature warriors; her constitution allows of 80,000 men being 
put on foot, and its male population is such that this levy can 
be easily raised; but you. Sire, know that war can only be 
supported by war; and a great military state, purely defen¬ 
sive, is an expense which Sweden cannot support without fo¬ 
reign aid. 

Tlie constitutional laws forbid the King from imposing new 
taxes, without the consent of the general states; and the war 
has just destroyed one of the principal branches of public re¬ 
venue, the produce of the Customs, which amounted to more 
than six millions of francs a year. To that must be added, 
that tlie contributions are m arrear, and that the confiscations 
which are made, fall upon Swedish subjects, and not upon fo¬ 
reigners, who take the precaution of insuring payment for the 
goods imported. • 

' In short. Sire, our situation is most alarming, if France does 
not come to our succour. Since the first alliance concluded 
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and tinequivocal proof of his resolution to join 
Kis inteF3Sts to those of Sweden and Russia, 

between Gustavns Vasa and Francis L, France has been not 
only the constant friend of Sweden, hut lv\s supported and 
succoured ^ler in all her wars. Nature seems to have des¬ 
tined these two nations to live in harmony; and if she has re¬ 
fused Sweden riches, she has endowed her with valour and 
all the qualities re<iuisite for the execution of the greatest de¬ 
signs. There is here but one wish, that of being sincerely in 
accord with France, and of participating in her glory every 
time an opportunity presents itself. But money fads us. 

Deign, Sire, to take into consideration the particular state 
of this country, and be pleased to kindly accept the expres¬ 
sion of the sentiments, &c. 


From the same to the same, dated Stockhohn, Dec. 13, 1810. 


Sire,-— 


M. de Tchernicheff asked me if I would take charge of a 
letter for your Majesty. I hastened to do it, hoping that he 
will tell your Majesty what he has seen in Sweden. In truth. 
Sire, full of conBdence in your magnanimity, and your par¬ 
ticular kindness for me, I have but one thing to desire, viz. 
that the truth should, be known to you. 

M. de TchernichefF will tell your Majesty that Sweden is 
upon the point of being reduced to the most deplorable state; 
that she is without any means of supporting the war which* 
jdMThas just declared; that nevertheless the government re- 
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promises and engages by the present Treaty^to 

a«cede to the conventions already existing be- 

» 

I 

doubles its efforts in so violent a crisis; but that it is not in 
the power of the Kin|f to extend, as in other places, the system 
of confiscations ; that the Constitution here guarantees the 
rights and property of every individual; and that even if the 
King should adopt a contrary measure, no Counsellor of State 
would give his consent to it. 


I have the happiness of having in my favour the general 
opinion of the nation; but most certainly I should lose this 
moral force that day in which it was believed I had the least 
intention of making the smallest attempt upon the Consti¬ 
tution. .« 

The King offers to your Majesty every thing in his power. 
No sacrifice will be painful to him, to prove to your Majesty 
his devotion to France; but I conjure you. Sire, deign to 
calculate our means, and grant us the confidence we merit, 
by our sincere and unalterable attachment. 


Extract of a Note from Baron Alquier to Baron d^Engestrom, * 
Dated Stockholm, Dec. 26, 1810. 

His Majesty the Emperor, accustomed to reckon upon the 
intentions of friendly Kings, and judging of the dispositions 
of this Prince, by those with whfch he himself is penetrated 
for the interests of his Swedish Majesty, has charged me. 
Monsieur le Baron, to demand as a good office, to whicl^ he 
attaches infinite value, and which must contribute to the suc> 
cess of the common cause, to place in his pay a sufficient 
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tw^eii these two powers, insomuch tliat his Bri- 
'tannic ^lajesty will not only not, oppose any 


number of sailors, to complete the crews of four ships of the 
Brest fleet. It would be sufficient to ny.^ct the desire of the 
Binperor, and to satisfy the demand which I have the honour 
to make, if the number of officers, masters, marine^, and 
sailors, did not exceed 2000. The Emperor will charj^c him¬ 
self with all the expense of their journey, and every precau¬ 
tion will be taken, m order that the marines and sailors may 
be properly supported, and the officers fully contented with 
their treatment. In the critical state in which the Swedish 
finances are at this present moment, it will, perhaps, be agree¬ 
able to his Majesty to dimini>li the expenses of his marine, 
without, however, lerfvino' inactive the talents and courage 
of his seamen. The good office which the Emjieror requires 
of his Majesty the King of Sweden, having already eagerly 
been performed by Denmark, his Imperial Majesty is con¬ 
vinced that he has not too much presumed upon the friendship 
of a power attached for such a length of time to France, by a 
reciprocity of interest and good-will, which has never ceased 
to exist. 


Extract from Baron d*Engestrotn*s repl^ to the preceding 
Nottj dated Stockholm, Dec, 31, 1810. 

The constitutional laws of the State prevent the King from 
acquiescing of himself, in the Emperor's demand concerning 
the 2000 seamen. Rivalkng Denmark in the desire to con- 
tribifte to the accomplishment of his Imperial and Royal 
Majesty's views, the King, nevertheless, does not think that 
the example of that country, where the will of the King is an 
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obstacle to the annexation and union in ^ per* 
•petuity of the kingdom of Norway as an integtal 

I 

absolute lawj can be applicable to Su^eden. In consequence 
of the late events wjiich have placed his Majesty on^the throne, 
a constitutional compact has been renewed between the 
Sovereign and the nation, which it is not in the power of any 
person to infringe. His Majesty, in consequence, and in the 
most lively manner/regrets that the good office that the Em* 
peror requires of him, should precisely fall on a matter which 
does not depend on his own will. 

No new levy can be made, according to the tenor of the 
constitution, but with the consent of the States. Those to 
which they have already ^consented* expressly presuppose 
their being intended for the defence of the^country; and the 
number of common seamen is so much diminished since the 
loss of Finland, that they are scarcely sufficient for the ser* 
vice of the navy, especially under the present circumstances. 
But if even the King could, as he might wish to do, succeed 
in putting aside those ties which are imposed on him by the 
laws of the State, and the rights of the citizens; yet, never* 
theless, his Majesty fears that the 2000 Swedish seamen trans¬ 
ferred to Brest, would not entirely fulfil the just expectatiom, 
of his Imperial Majesty. Attached to his barren soil, to his 
domestic relations and habits, the Swedish soldier could not 
withstand the influence of a southern sky. He would be 
ready to sacrifice every thing in defence of his home, but 
when far from thence, and not immediately combatting for it, 
his heart would only beat for his return to his country. He 
would, consequently, carry with him into the French ranks, 
that inquietude and discouragement, which destroys theBoest 
armies more than the steel of their enemies^ With regaird 
the officers of the navy, there is no obstacle against 

VOI^ JI. 1> 
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* 

part to the kingdom of Sweden, but also will 
assist the views of his Majesty the King of Swe-* 

c 

serving in France, and his Majesty with pleasure permits 
them to profit by the generous offer of ^hfe Imperial and 
Royal Majesty,. 


Extract of a Later from his Royal Highness the Prince Royal 
to his Majesty the Emperor of the French, dated Stock¬ 
holm, March 14, 1812. 

When the voice of the Swedish people called me to succeed 
to the throne, I hoped, on quitting France, to be always able 
to unite my personal affections with the interests of iny new 
country; my lieart cherished the hope that it might identify 
with the sentiment of this people; yet always preserving the 
remembrance of its first affections, and never losing sight of 
the glory of France, nor of the sincere attachment which it 
has vowed to your Majesty; an attachment founded on a con¬ 
fraternity in arms, which so many great deeds have illus¬ 
trated. 

J ■ 

^ \ 

It was with this hojie that 1 arrived in Sweden; I found a 
nation in greneral attached to France, but still more so to their 
liberties and their laws; anxious for your friendship. Sire, 
but never desiring to obtain it a^**the expense of their honour 
and independence. Your Majesty^s Minister wished to 
irritate this national feeling, and his arrogance has oflended 
every one; his communications bore no character of those 
regards which are mutually due fj^qm crowned heads to each 
other. In fulfilling your Majesty^s intentions, as, it pleased 
the ^jssions, Baron Alquier spoke like .a 'Roman Pro-Consul, 
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den to that effect, either by his good offices, or 
• by emploj'ing, if it should be necessary, his 

without reflecting that he was not speaking.to slaves. That 
Minister has .th^efore been the first cause of^the distrust 
which Sweden has begun to discover with regard to your 
Majesty’s intentions concerning her. Subsequent events 
have added weight to it. 

I have already. Sire, had the honour, in my letters of the 
19th November and 8th December, 1810, of giving your Im¬ 
perial Majesty information of the situation of Sweden, and 
the desire which she had of finding in your Majesty a sup¬ 
porter, She could not but perceive in your Majesty’s silence 
an unmerited indiflerencc, and she oWed it to herself to pro¬ 
vide against the storm which was about to break out on the 
Continent. Sire, humanity has already suflered too much. 
The blood of man has, for^he last twenty years, inundated tl e 
earth, and there is nothing wanting to your Majesty’s gloiy 
but to put a stop to it. 

If your Majesty thinks proper that.the King should cause 
the Emperor Alexander to be informed of the possibility of 
a reconciliation, I augur sufficiently well, from the magtit^- 
nimity of that Monarch, to dare assure you that he w ill 
willingly agree to overtures, that may be equally equital le 
for your Empire and for the North. If an event so unexpect ed 
and so universally desired, could take place, how many nath ns 
of the Continent would not bless your Majesty! Tb nr 
gratitude would be augmented &y reason of the horror which 
inspires them against the return o£ a scourge which has luin 
so heavy oh them, and the ravage^ of which have Iefl*sii<sh 
cruel traces behind it. 
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naval co-operation in concert with the Swedish 
or Russian forces. It is, nevertheless, to be * 

Note from Baron d*Engerstrom to Count deNiepperg,Austri((n 

Minister Jto the Court qf Stockholm, dated March, 1812. 

f 

The menaces of France, her reiterated attacks upon the 
Swedish commerce; the carrying off of nearly 100 vessels 
destined for friendly ports, and subject to France; the seques¬ 
tration placed upon Swedish property in Dantzic and other 
ports of the Baltic; and, ^t last, the invasion of Pomerania, 
done in contempt of treaties, would sufficiently justify Sweden 
for all the engagements she might make with the enemies of 
Franci‘. However just the complaints which she has against 
that power, she does not desire war; and she does not like 
to be forced to mi^ke it, even to preserve her independence 
and laws. Sweden is therefore ready to listen to any con¬ 
ciliatory propositions which shall be made to her—justice is 
on her side. If Sweden was convinced that the Emperor 
Alexander armed to subjugate Europe, and subject every 
thing to the Russian system, and extend his states to the 
North of Germany, Sweden would not hesitate a moment to 
declare and fight against this ambition; she would be directed 
by the state principle which should make her fear the increase 
of so dangerous a power; but if, on the contrary, Russia only 
arms in her own defence, to preserve her frontiers, her ports, 
and even her capital, from all foreign invasion,—if in it she 
does but obey the imperious duty of necessity, it is for the 
interest of Sweden not to balance a moment in defending the 
interests of the North, since her own are common with them. 

I 

^Sweden cannot flatter herself with being able, as a second 
|}6wer, to avoid that servitude with which France threatens 
States of the first order. A war undertaken to reconque 
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understood, that recourse shall not be had to 
• • • * 
force fot effecting the union of Norway to Swe- 

Finland would be in no manner for the interests of Sweden. 
Europe is informed of the causes which made herjose it. To 
undertake a war to,again obtain possession of it, would be not 
to understand the inteiests of the Swedish people: this con* 
quest would occasion expences which Sweden is not in a- con¬ 
dition to support; and its acquisition, admitting that it 
could be. accomplished^ would never be able to balance the 
dangers which would result from it to her. The English, 
during the absence of her armies, w'ould give her fatal blows ; 
her ports would be burned or destroyed, and her maritime 
totvns reduced to ashes. Besides, as soon as a change should 
be efiected in the political system of Russia, whether after 
success or defeat, her ancient views upoo^Finland would noA 
fail to make a disastrous war weigh heavy upon Sweden: the 
Gulph of Bothnia separates the two states;* no motive of 
division ^ists, and the national hatred daily disappearSi in 
consequence of the pacific dispositions of the two Sovereigns. 

If France will acknowledge the armed neutrality of Sweden, 
a neutrality which must carry with it the right of opening 
her ports with equal advantages for all powers, she has no 
tnotivc to interfere in the events which ntay take place. 
France engages to restore Pomerania, and in case she 
should refuse this restitution, which, at the same time, 
the, rights of nations and the faith of treaties demand, 
his Majesty the King of Sweden accepts for this object only, 
the mediation of theii; Majesties the Emperors of Austria and 
Russia. His Majesty will agree tcTa reconciliation compatible 
with the national honour and intereUs of the North! His 
Majesty the King of Sweden, jfbrsuaded that all the prepara¬ 
tions made by his Majesty the Emperor Alexander are for a 



cle;n, unless liis Majesty the Kiiiff of Denmark 
sha}l have previously refused to join the alliance 

purely defensive purpose, and intended but to prepare for 
bis Empire that armed neutrality which Sweden wishes, m 
concert with Russia, to establish, engages to UoC all his efforts 
with his Imperial Majesty to pre\ent a rupture taking place, 
till a period is fixed, which will enable Swedish, French, 
Austrian, and Russian Plenipotentiaries to meet, and agree, 
in a friendly manner, upon a system of pacification, which, 
founded upon the said mentioned neutrality, in determining 
the differences now subsisting between the North and France, 
may insure to Europe the repose of which it has so much need. 


Note from M. D*0hs5on, Swedish Charge d'Affaires, at 
Paris, to the Duke of Bassano, dated Maj^ 28, 1812. 

The vexations exercised by privateers under tHc French 
flag, against the commerce of Sweden, multiplying in an un¬ 
heard-of proportion, and extending themselves even to pro¬ 
visions, must necessarily impose the sacred obligation upon 

e 

the King, of endeavouring to inform himself as well as his 
sabjects, upon the state of things, *whicb gives to peace all 
the character of war. The privateer, the Mercury, having 
placed herself upon the coasts of Sweden, in order to freely 
commit piracies there—thu'®, in fact, constiluting herself an 
enemy—was arrested in her courses, ahd brought into a 
Swedish port, through her motive of defence, whicba^ould not 

be misunderstood. ' « 

<■ 

The King, who never for a moment doubted the sentiments 
of justice which animated hfe Majesty the ^ Emperor of the' 
French, has at diftcrent times addressed himself to that 
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of the North, upon the conditions stipulated in 
Ihe engagiements existing between the Courts 

♦Sovereign, stating complaints respecting the conduct of the 
French [)rivaleertf, so diametrically contrary to the nature of 
the relations which subsisted between the two Courts, and 
the tenor of treaties, and even to that of the letters of marque 
with which the privateers were furnished. His Majesty, 
however, not having obtained any answer to the just demands 
which the interests of his people prescribed, sent, immediately 
upon hearing of the detention of the privateer, the Mercury^ 
an extraordinary courier to the undersigned, for the purpose 
of having placed, in alUts parts, under the eye of the French 
Minister, a recapitulation of all that had passed, and what 
Sweden desired as a guarantee for the future. The under¬ 
signed fulfilled these orders on the 17th jif last January, and 
that communication has likewise remained without reply. 

In the ntidst of this expectation, and whilst his Majesty, 
hearkening but to his sentiments of esteem and friendship tor 
his Imperial Majesty, gave himself up to the mos4 just hopes, 
he learned that a very considerable corps of French troops, 
had, on the 27th of January, entered Swedish Pomerania. 
The French Charge d’Affaires, resident at Stockholm, was 
required to explain the motive^ of this sudden and unexpected 
invasion, .but he alledged that he had not the least notice 
of it. ^ 

The undersigned addressed himself to the same eftect, to the 
Duke of Bassano \ and received for answer, that it was re¬ 
quisite to wait orders from the Coilrt of Stockholm. 

These orders, confined to 'demanding an explanation, frank 
and open, respecting 4he intentions of his Majesty the Em- 
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of Stockholm and St. Petersburg; and his Ma- 
jesty thfe King of Sweden engages, that this 

peror and King, in respect to the occupation of Pomerania, 
were dispatched on the 4th and 7th ofFebVuary, from Stock¬ 
holm. These dispatches never reached tlic undersigned. 

The interruption of the ordinary course of letters destined 
for Sweden having commenced shortly after the French inva¬ 
sion of Pomerania—the certainty that inquiry was made at 
Hamburg for funds which were there on account of Sweden, 
and receipts given for them,—the arrest, and even sale of the 
Swedish ships in the ports of Mecklenburg and Bantzic, 
opened a vast held for conjecture. At last, to acquire some 
.certainty relative to the state of things in Swedi^h Pomerania, 
tne King sent General Engelbrichten there; but having 
quickly^ received the intelligence that General Friant refused 
to receive the General, or even reply by writing to the letter 
which the latter had addressed to him, his Majesty began 
toen to believe a ^system followed, in ignorance of which it 
was wished to keep Sweden, res]>ecting general affairs, and 
those which in particular related to her. Notwithstanding 
all these precautioips and oppositions, several details concern- 
ing the conduct of the French troops in Pomerania were 
learned,—conduct which could with difficulty be reconciled 
to that friendly aspect which she seemed to wish to attach 
to the invasion of that province, the integrity of which, as 
well as that of Sweden, was guaranteed by his Majesty the 
Emperor, ii» the treaty of Paris. Public functionaries ar- 
' rested, dragged to Hamburg, threatened with the most ri¬ 
gorous treatment, in order to make them betray their duty 
aqd their oaths; seals'placed upon the King’s coflers; his 
jVfaiesty’a ships forced, by cannon shot, to suspend their de- 
l^krture, and finally unladen, and sec^estrated for the profit 
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union shall take place with every possible regard 
*and consideration for the happiness arid liberty 
of the people of Norway. 

of France; heavy •burthens imposed upon a country which 
scarcely had time to breathe from the misfortunes it had suf¬ 
fered; and finaliyj the disarming of the Swedish troops which 
were there: all these motives joined, ^must justify the King's 
desire of an explanation, which at the same time the dignity 
of Sovereigns, and the stipulations of treaties subsisting be¬ 
tween France and Sweden demand. The King had no en¬ 
gagement with other powers which was contrary to the treaty 
that bound him to France, and the articles of which his Ma¬ 
jesty was constantly endeavouring fulfil. If the British 
squadron spared the coasting trade of Sweden, that conduct 
was gratuitous on their part, and proceeded, without doubt, 
from a wish of opposition in their measures to those adopted 
by the privateers of powers, the friends of Sweden. If the 
Swedish vessels which carried produce from their .country to 
the ports of Germany, made use of English licenses to escape 
the enemy's cruisers, they could riot have expected on ar¬ 
riving to be confiscated, when they knew as a certain fact, 
that vessels from Dantzic for England had passed the Sound, 
furnished with licenses from the Emperor and King. • 

If the King, attacked in one of his provinces, by France, 
then began to think of the safety of his kingdom, his Majesty 
flatters himself that the Empei’orand King Inm&elf would not 
have acted otherwise in his place. One may deny every 
thing but existing facts; and it is therefore upon (bets alone 
the King takes his ground. 

O O ' , 

As an accompanitnent of this Expose, his Majesty has or- 
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Xrt . III.—In order to give more effect to the 
engagementscontractedby his Majesty the King 
of Sweden, in the first article of the present 

dered the'undersigned to officially declare to the Duke of 
Bassano, 

** That the King formally protests against the invasion of 
Pomerania by the French troops. 

** That his Majesty cannot view this invasion but as a vio¬ 
lation of the treaty of peace between Sweden and France; 
but that in consequence of the principles of moderation which 
the King wishes to preserve in the proceedings of his policy, 
and as a proof of the continuance of his sentiments for France, 
his Majesty will -not yet consider himself in a state of war 
with her, but wait for a frank and open explanation fi^m her 
Government respecting the invasion of Pomerania. 

** That to establish a perfect reciprocity, in awaiting this 
explanation, the payment of the interest and capital of the 
sums due to the countries united to France, by virtue of the 
Imperial decrees^shall be suspended; a measure which shall 
be continued till Swedish Pomerania be evacuated, and good 
harmony re-established between the two Courts. 

" That finally, as the military occupation of Pomerania 
places his Majesty in a situation to consider himself perfectly 
freed from the particular engagements which he had con¬ 
tracted with France, and principally from the obligation of 
continuing a Mrar which Sweden only undertook in conse- 

i 

quence of her adhesion to the Continental System; an adhe¬ 
sion which was but the consequence of the restitution of Po- 
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treaty, which have for object, direct operations^ 
against the common enemies of the two powers? 


merania; the King- declares, that from this moment, ho con¬ 
siders himself in a sfete of neutrality in regard ro Fwnce and 
England; that in consequence of this system adopted by his 
Majesty, he will employ all the means in his power to protect 
the neutral flag of Sweden against depredations, the duration 
of which has been owing to their great })atience. 

Sweden, attached to France since the time of Francis I. 
desires but to be able to combine her ailections with sup¬ 
porting the independence of the North. The King would 
suffer a lively grief if he should see himself obliged to sacri¬ 
fice his natural inclination to the great interests of his country, 
which at the same time repel slavery and dii^race: but^ firmly 
resolved to support the dignity of his crown, and the liberty 
of his subjects, his Majesty will tranquilly wait the ulterior 
developement of events. 

The undersigned entreats the Duke of Bassano to have the 
goodness to make his Majesty the Emperor and King ac¬ 
quainted with this Note, and to communicate to the under¬ 
signed, as soon as possible, his Majesty's reply. • 

(Sigiied)' C.-D'OHSSON. • 


Note from Baron Enger^trotn to M, dk Cabre, Chargk B* 
Affaires from France at Stockholth, dated^ Dec. 20, 1812. 


From the moment in which the invasion of Swedish Pome¬ 
rania by the French troops, contrary to the faith of treaties. 
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and in order to put his Swedish Majesty in a 

• I 

state to*begin without loss of time,, and as soon 

f 


and the most solemn engragements, made known the full ex¬ 
tent of his Majesty the Emperor Napohion's intention with 
respect to Sweden^ the King, justly astonished at this unex¬ 
pected aggression, did but reiterate his requests to obtain a 
free and loyal explanation from him, whilst the French Go¬ 
vernment only replied to them by fresh acts of hostility. 
His M^esty believed, that if force gives rights, as the mis¬ 
fortunes of our times sufliciently attest, the cause of justice, 
and the sentiment of his own dignity, might also demand 
some of them. 

He has not then seen, with indiflerence, one of his provinces 
occupied by the sjime Power which had guaranteed the inte¬ 
grity of it; the troops which the King had left there declared 
prisoners of war, and as such carried to France;, as well as 
the continual depredations of French privateers against Swe¬ 
dish commerce. 

His Majesty, in consequence charged M. de Bergstedt, in 
the month of A|^ust last, and posteriorly, th^ undersigned, 
«to officially address M. de Cabre: at first to demand the rea¬ 
sons which had caused the said hostilities; and lastly, to de- 
‘ clarc to him, that as his Court, after a long delay, would not 
explain on this head, and likewise gave it to be understood 
that it would not return to a more pacific system with respect 
to Sweden, M. de Cabre co^ld no longer be regarded as the 
ageht of a friendly Power; and that his diplomatic relations 
wHfa the King's Ministefs would cease till the time that the 
exphmations demanded of the Cabinet of the Tbuilleries 
should be received. 
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as the season shall permit, the said operations, 

I 

his Britannic Majesty engages to furnish to his* 

More than three months have elapsed since that epoch, and 
the French government continuing alivays the same silence, 
the King has thought it due to himself and to his p*eople, not 
to depend upon an explanation which, besides, so many ac-^ 
tions appear to render illusory. 

Upon these considerations, and upon others at least as im¬ 
portant, the undersigned has received the orders of the King 
Ins master, to declare to M. de Cabre, that his presence here 
becoming absolutely useless under actual circumstances, he 
desires you should quit Svieden as soon as possible; and the 
undersigned has the honour of sending you inclosed, the ne¬ 
cessary passports for your journey. The lyidersigned has the 
honour, &c. 


BARON D’ENGERSTROM. 


Copy of a Letter from M. de Cabre ^ Charge d* Affaires from his 
Majesty the Emperor qf the Frenckj King cf Italy, at the 
Court of Stockholm, to his Excellency the Baron d^Enger- 
Strom, Chitf Minister of State to his Swedish Majestyi dated 
Stockholm, Decemb(fr 21,1812. * 

The undersigned Charge d'Af&ires of his Majesty, the Em¬ 
peror of the French, Kinf of Italy, has received the dlicial 
note, which his Excellency M. the Baron D'Engerstroin ad¬ 
dressed to him yesterday, the 2(Hh of December, in which it is 
stated in substance— * 



Mj(jesty the King of Sweden, (independently of 
other si^ccours which general circumstances ina»y 

That his Swedish Majesty havinsf in \ain awaited an tx- 
plandtion^rilatne to the entiance of the Tiencli intoPoineia- 
nia, relative to the icmoval of the officers to M io<lc- 

bui^, and the capture ot Swedish slops by f lench cruizeis, 
his Mdjestj has ordutd his Ministei of State and of Fouion 
Affairs to dedare to tht imdtisi^ned, that, his pitscnct at 
Stockholm beino^ altot^ethcr U'-elc'-!,, his Majesty desires that 
the undersigned shall quit Sweden as soon as possible, and 
that he should, at the same tune, be fuinished with the pas:»- 
poits necessary for hisiojage ** 

t 

The undersigned conceives it unnectssaiy to dwell upon 
the imputation inj^hc said official note, insinuating that his 
Majesty the Emperoi and King had acted contraiy to the 
faith of tieaties. It would be easy foi the undersigned to le- 
fute this charge by recalling the conditions of the tieaty con¬ 
cluded at Paii!» on the 6th of Januaiy; and pioving by facts 
that Sweden has not fulfilled in any one point the obligation:* 
imposed by her engagements in that instiumeiit, although 
France had she^n the most zealous desire to restoie to her 
that same Pomerania which had been conquered by the Im¬ 
perial and Royal aims in the last war 

The undersignecl has to observe, thjff it has never, either 
verbally or by wilting, been notified to In m, that Ins diploma¬ 
tic relations would be suspended, until he had given a catego¬ 
rical answer to the explanations tRieuianded of him by the 
Swedish ministry. IIis Excellency the JMinistei of Mate and 
of Foreign Affairs, m his letter of the 7th of Seinember last, 
addressed to the Charge d^Affkiies of Fiance, limiU himself 
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place at his disposal) for the service of the cam¬ 
paign of the present year, as" well as, for the* 

I 

to demanding of the imdersiigned, Whether he is in Sweden 
as the agent of a friendly or hostile power/*—declaring at the 
same time to the undersigned, that his continuance in th 
states of his Swedish Majesty depends on the answer which 
he shall find himself prepared to give to this question. 

With respect to the principal object of the official note 
from his Excellency the Minister of State and of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs, the undersigned will not lose a moment to bring it under 
the cognizance of his court; but it depends not upon him to 
obey the desire of hii Swedish Majesty. On the contrary, it 
is his duty to declare, that he will n^'er consent to abandon 
the post which the Emperor and King his august master, has 
deigned to confide to him, before he shall have obtained his 
Imperial and Royal Majesty's orders to that effect. * 

But if his Swedish Majesty, in virtue of his sovereign rigjits, 
will cause it to be signified to the undersigned, officially and 
in vjriting, that he will no longer permit his residence in Swe¬ 
den, the pndersigned conceiving, that under these circum* 
stances, he will only be yielding to force, will not hesitate tq 
avail himself, with the shortest possible delay, of the passport, 
which he has now the honour to send back herewith to his 
Excellency M. the Baron D’Engerstrom, Minister of State 
and of Foreign Afffiirs; because, till the existence of the cir¬ 
cumstances which he has specified, it will be impossible for 
him to make use of it, and therefore to no purpp^ to 
keep it. 


The undersigned has the honour to be, &c. 


AUG. DE CAERE. 
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equipment, the transport, and maintenance of 
his troops, the sqm of one million sterling, payj- 


Cojiy qf a Latter from his Excellency M. Baron D*Engerstrom, 
to M. De Cabre, dated Stockholm, December 23,1812. 

I have received the letter. Sir, which you have done me the 
honourto address to me, under date of the 2lst of this month; 
and having, in the course of my official duty, laid it before the 
King, his Majesty charges me again to repeat to you, that 
your presence at Stockholm cannot be tolerated any longer. 
Your diplomatic character having now ceased, you will find 
yourself. Sir, in the situation of all ordinary foreigners; and, 
consequently, subject to the execution of all the orders which 
the police may find it necessary to give respecting you. The 
Chief»Governor of that department, to whom reports, very 
little to your advantage, have been made respecting you, has 
received orders to make you quit the capital within four and 
twenty hours. A Commissary of Police will accompany you 
to the frontier; and by these means you will not have any 
further occasion for the pass|>orts which you have sent back 
|o me. 

(Signed) BARON D’ENGERSTROM. 


Copy of a Letter from M. De Cabre to his Excellency the Baron 

'^yD*Engerstrofn, dated Stockholm, December 23,1812;— 

« 

I have just this moment received the letter which you have 
this day written to me, in which your Excellency, announcing 
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able at London monthly, to the agent whb shall 
• be authorised by his Swedish Majesty,to recciVc 
the same,* in such manner as not to exceed •the 
payment of 200,00D1. sterling each month, until 
the whole sht^l be paid. 

• Art. IV.—rit is agreed between the two high ^ 
contracting parties, that an advance, of which 

to me for the first time “ that my diplomatic functions have 
ceased/’ informs me at the same time, that I become sub¬ 
ject to the orders of the police, and that the Governor has re¬ 
ceived instructions to cause me to be conducted to tlu' 
frontier.” * 

This determination of the Swedi^h government, and the 
manner in which it is communicated to me, appear to me 
more than sufficient to Justify me in the eyes of my court, for 
abandoning the post which T l;ave filled with honour for more 
than a year at the court of his Majesty the King of Sweden. I 
request, in consequence, that your Excellency will send me 
back my passports, of which I intend to avail myself with the 
least possible delay. , 


In consequence of the answer of M. Dc Cabre to this last 
preceding letter of his Excellency the Baron D’Engerstrom, 
the passports were returned t<y M. De Cabre, and the Com¬ 
missary of Police was not sent with him. M. De Cabre was 
indulged, by his special request, with permission (o remain 
three days longer at Stockholm, whence he departed for 
France-on the 27th December. 


VOL. II. 


E 
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the aniount and the time of payment shall be de- 
tennined between them, and which is to be de- . 
ducted from the million before stipulated, shall 
be made to bis Majesty the King of Sweden for 
the mise eii campagne,*' and, for the first 
march of the troops; the remainder of the be¬ 
fore-mentioned succours are to commence fro»i 
the day of the landing of the Swedish army, as it 
is stipulated by the two high contracting parties 
in the first article oPthe present treaty. 

Art. V.—The two high contracting parties 
being desirous of giving a solid and lasting gua¬ 
rantee to their relations, as well political as com¬ 
mercial, his Britannic Majesty, animated with a 
desire to give to his ally evident proofs of his 
sincere friendship, consents to cede to his Ma¬ 
jesty the King of Sweden, and to his successors 
to the Crown of Sweden, in the order of succes¬ 
sion established by his said Majesty, and the 
Sj:ates-General of his kingdom, under date the 
26th of September, 1810, the possession of Gna- 
daloupe in the West Indies, and to transfer to his 
Swedish Majesty all the rights of his Britannic 
Majesty over that island, in so far as his said 
Majesty actually possesses the same. This co¬ 
lony shall be given up to the Commissioners of 

I 

his Majesty the King of Sweden in the course 
of the month of August of the present year, or 
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three months after the landing of the Swedish 
• troops on the Continent; the whole to ta*ke 
place according to the conditions agreed upon 
between the two high contracting parties, in the 
separate article annexed to the present treaty*. 

Art. VI.—As a reciprocal consequence of^ 
what has been stipulated in the preceding ar¬ 
ticle, his Majesty the King of Sweden engages 
to grant, for the space of twenty years, to take 
date from the exchange of the ratifications of the 
present treaty, to the subjects of his Britannig 
Majesty, the right of cntroj)6t in the ports of 
Gottenburg, Carlshamn, and Stralsund, (when¬ 
ever this last mentioned place shall return under 
the Swedish dominion,) for all commodities, 
productions, or merchandize, whether of Great- 
Britain or her colonies, laden on board British or 
Swedish vessels. The said commodities or mer¬ 
chandize, whether they be of such kind as may 
be introduced and subject to duty in Sweden, 
or whether their introduction be prohibited, shall 
pay without distinction, as duty of entrepot, 
one per cent, ad valorem, upon entry, and the 
same upon discharge. As to every other parti¬ 
cular relating to this object, the general regula¬ 
tions existing in Sweden shall be contbrmed to; 
treating always the subjects of his Britannic 
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Majesty upon the footing of the most favoured 
nations. * 

f 

Art. VII.—From the day of the signature of 
the present treaty, his Majesty thVi King of the 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
and his Majesty the King of Sweden, recipro¬ 
cally promise not to separate their mutual inte¬ 
rests, and particularly those of Sweden, which 
are referred to in the present treaty, in any 
negotiation whatever with their common ene¬ 
mies. 


Art. VIII.—The ratifications of the present 
treaty shall be exchanged at Stockholm within 
four weeks, or sooner, if possible. 

In faith of which, we, the undersigned, 
in virtue of our full powers, have signed 
the -present treaty, and have affixed 
thereto the seals of our arms. 

Done at Stockholm, the Jd March, in the year 
of our Lord, 1813. 

ALEX. HOPE. (L.S.) 

EDW.THORNTON. (L.S.) 

LeComte D’ENGERSTROM. (L.S.) 

G. Baron De WETTERSTEDT. (L. S.) 



53 


Separate Article, 

As a consequence of the cession made by his Britannic 
Majesty, in the fifth article of the treaty signed this day, 
of the island of Guadaloupe, his Majesty flie King of 
Sweden engages, 

1. faithfully to fulfil and observe the stipulations of 
the capitulation of the said island, under date the (th Fe> 
bruary, 1810, so that all the privileges, riglits, benefices, 
and prerogatives, confirmed by that act to the inhabitants 
of the colony, shall be preserved and maintained. 

2. To take for tliis purpose, previous to the cession be¬ 
fore-mentioned, every engagement wWch may be judged 
necessary with his Britannic Majesty, and to execute all 
acts conformable thereto. 

ft 

3. To grant to the inhabitants of Guadaloupe the same 
protection and the same advantages which the other sub¬ 
jects of his Majesty the King of Sweden enjoy, conform¬ 
ably always to the laws imd stipulations actually existing 
in Sweden. 

* 

4. To forbid and prohibit, at the period of the cession, 
the introduction of slaves from Africa into tlie said island, 
and the other possessions Jif’the West Indies of his Swe¬ 
dish Majesty, and not to permit Swedish subjects to en¬ 
gage in the slave trade, an engagement which his Swe¬ 
dish Majesty is the more willing to contract, as this traf¬ 
fic has never been authorised by him. 
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5. To exclude, during the continuance of the present 
war, all armed vessels and privateers belonging to states 
at war with Great-Britain, from the ports and harbours of 
Guadaloupe ; and not to permit in any future wars in 
which Gi eat-Britain may be engaged, ancl Sweden remain 
neutral, the entrance into the ports of the said colony of 
the privateers belonging to any of the belligerent states, 

6. Not to alienate the said island without the consent 
of his Britannic Majesty; and, 

7. To grant every protection and security to British 
subjects, and to their property, whether they may choose 
to quit the colony or to remain there. 

_ 4 

This separate article shall have the same force and ef¬ 
fect as if it were inserted, word for word, in the treaty 
signed this day, and shall be ratified at the same time. 

ALEX. HOPE. (L. S.) 

EDW. THORNTON. (L. S.) 

•« 

Lc Comte D’ENGERSTROM. (L. S.) 

G. Baron De WETTERSTEDT. (L. S.) 

Thus nearly one year after the conclusion of 
the treaty between Russia and Sweden, Great- 
Britain concluded a treaty with the latter, by 
which she acceded to the conventions existing 
between her and Russia. It should be remarked 
that she effected a change in one' of the stipula- 
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tions between Russia and Sweden. The opera- 
* tion in Germany by her treaty was tQ be preli¬ 
minary to the acquisition of Norway instead of 
being subsequent to it, as had been arranged in 
the treaty between Russia and SwedeiK 

I 

France had made every effort and offer to at- ^ 
tach Sweden to her cause: it was done in the 
first instance by intimidation, in the seizure of 
Pomerania, and that measure was soon followed 
by an offer of the restoration of Finland if Swe¬ 
den would co-operate with France against Rus¬ 
sia. These proposals, however, were not made 
directly, but through the agents of a neutral 
power. At that period it was expected policy 
would induce Russia to restore Finland, in order 
to secure the co-operation of Sweden, but the 
important View in which Finland was regarded 
to the security of the Russian capital, having 
prevented the fulfilment of this expectation, the 
Swedish government was placed in a peculiar 
situation, and in uniting itself with Russia 
against France, was apparently actuated by a 
wish to maintain inviolate the national honour 
and independence, and by a desire to support 
the general cause of Europe. 

It was at this period, before any treaty be¬ 
tween Great-Britain and Sweden had been pro- 
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posed, thut the treaty between Sweden and 
Russia was concluded, by which both made 
common cause against France; but with a view 
to the security of Sweden, it was stipulated that 
Norway should be in the first instauce conquered 
lor Sweden, and that afterwards a diversion 
by a conjoint foice should be made on the Con¬ 
tinent. To this treaty Great-Jkitain was in¬ 
vited to accede. 

The engagements entered into between Great- 
Britaiu, Russia, and Sweden, are of such com¬ 
manding importance, that it becomes highly 
necessary, in a work of this description, to in¬ 
vestigate their ’causes, objects, and probable 
effects. 

Ill the first place it should be considered 
whether Russia and Sweden were morally justi¬ 
fiable in forming those engagements ? . At the 
tiipe the treaty between these two powers was 
concluded, Denmark was leagued in confederacy 
and co-operation with France against Russia; 
not by any ancient treaty, nor by previous stipu¬ 
lations, which she could refuse to perform, 
without a violation of her public faith, but by 
engagements entered itito at the time, and made 
in 1:011 templation of the meditated attack upon 
Russia^ by which Denmark had agreed to place 
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^ a certain number of troops at the disposal of 
France, to be employed in the occupajtion of 
Mcekienburg;, and other places in the North of 
Germany, licnee it v ould appear that Russia 
and Sweden wt?i*e perfectly justifiable in their 
treaty. 

The second railse for consideration is, whether 
Great-liritain was justified in acceding to the 
treaty between Russia and Sweden. She was at 

c. 

th(‘ time at war with Denmark ; Danish sea- 
num were then serving in the navy of France; 
the Danes were annoying the‘British trade in 
every possible manner; the Danisjh ports were 
hostile to her ; and her merchantmen captured 
])crpetually by Danish privateers. The treaty 
was also expedient and politic, as against Den¬ 
mark. The great mass of the population of 
Norway is maritime—its produce consists chiefly 
of naval stores—the number and convenience of 
its harbours aflbrd ample accommodation to • 
privateers ; and it must, therefore, be the policy 
of Great-Britain to place Norway in the power 
of the country thiit can be most independent of 
France ; to reduce the gigjantic povver of Buona¬ 
parte we must detach as many countries as 
possible from the connection with France. 
Holstein, the German territory of Denmai'k, 
might keep her subservient to France, until she 



.58 


eould bring herself to sacrifice her German domi¬ 
nions for her insular independence. Norway, 
whilstsubject to Denmark, would be equally sub¬ 
servient to France : the contrary would be the 
case, if it were united to Swedefi. The conduct 
of Denmark, in 1812 , proved that her value for 
her German dominions made her dependent on 
France. 

Before Grcat-Britain acceded to the treaty, 
it was obvious that the measures adopted 
by Sweden in 1812 , had had a considerable 
influence upon tfce campaign.—The troops as¬ 
sembled in Swedish ports kept a considerable 
enemy’s force in the North of Germany, and by 
releasing Russia from its previous engagements, 
the Swedish Government set at liberty a force of 
18,000 men, which was assembled in Poland, and 
which was sent to join Gen. Witgenstein’s army, 
and afterwards contributed so materially to the 
‘destruction of the French army on the Berezina. 
If is, therefore, to the conduct of Sweden in this 
instance—to her continued rejection of all the 
temptations held out by Buonaparte, and to her 
having made common cause w'ith Russia, that 
in a great measure are to be attributed the im¬ 
portant advantages gained in the last campaign. 
In the execution of the treaty the conduct of 
the Swedish Government washighlyhonourable:- 
the preparations were expedited with all dili- 
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,gence, and her troops ready to embark in due 
tilne.—It therelbre appears that the conduct of 
Groat-Britain in acceding to the treaty was? 
politic and favourable to her interests. 


It is now necessary to turn to the operations 
of the enemy at and in the neighbourhood of 
Jfamburg. 

The situation of Hamburg is peculiar. It was 
probably chosen, like that of Venice, for security 
as much as for trade ; and, like Venice, it is built 
in a marsh. The interval between it and Mar¬ 
burg is filled with a succession of low green 
islands, intersected by narrow streams of the 
Elbe. The country, on the opposite side, is 
shut in by a range of sloping ascents, and Mar¬ 
burg rises gradually from the shore. Where 
the eye is wearied by almost universal flatness,* 
its situation is striking; and a few ranges 
wood make it the favourite landscape of the 
•Hamburgers. In its front is the island of Wil- 
hemsburg. 

The advance of the different corps of the 
French army to the Elbe had rendered it neces¬ 
sary for the divisions of Generals Tettenborne, 
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Dornberg, and Tchernicheff, to recross this river; ^ 
' they cpncentrated at Hamburg. On the lstt>f 
May, General Sebastiani, with about 7000 in¬ 
fantry and JOOO cavalry, moved from Luneberg 
in the,direction of Magfleburg*. On the 4th, 
this corps arrived and halted at Salzwedel. 

General Davoust, with about 10,000 men, 
including the division of Vandainmc, occupied 
Luneberg, Harburg, and Stade; detaching 
small posts of unequal strength at intermediate 
points along the banks of the Elbe. On the 
move of General Sebastiani to his right, General 
Count Walmodcn marched with the corps of 
Dornberg and Tchernicheff to Deumitz. 

On the 8th, Marshal Davoust collected from 
5 to 6000 men in the vicinity of Harburg; this 
force, with the exception of about 1*500 men left 
in Harburg, was embarked at one o'clock in the 
•morning of the 91 h. Favoured by the ebb tide, 
a’td under cQver of numerous batteries on the 
opposite shore, a landing was effected at Wil- 
helmsburg long before break of. day, which was' 
occupied by Hamburg volunteers and a few 
Mecklenburgers. The number of troops sta¬ 
tioned in this island did not exceed 1100 men, 
the enemy gained therefore in the first instance 
considerable ground, but on the arrival of a 
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^Mecklenburg battalion, which was ordered im¬ 
mediately to their support, he was advanced 
upon and driven back to the boats. * 

A battalion of Hanoverians, commanded by 
Major dc Berger, and a Lubec battalion, march¬ 
ing from Burgdorf and Zoucnspiker on Ochsen- 
werder to the assistance of a corps of 600 men 
stationed at this post, attacked the enemy with 
vigour and impetuosity on his right flank : this 
compelled him to retreat, and in falling back he 
set fire to all houses and mills in the line of his 
march. • 

The force in Wilhelmsburg, as already ob¬ 
served, did not amount to more than 1100, and 
many of these were raw volunteers, who had 
but just received arms, and some of whom had 
joinedonlyafewdays before. Ithas been since as¬ 
certained, that the surprise was effected as much 
by cunning as by force. The volunteers were » 
posted so near the enemy, that every movemeift 
must have been seen from the French camp: 
they had been wearied with watching already,— 
they had kept up a cannonade during the greater 
part of the day, and on the intelligence of the 
victory of Gross-Gorschen they had sent for 
wine to celebrate the success of the cause. The 
French, who had intelligence of all that was 
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going forward, sent over some women as wine 
* and* gin sellers, who mingled laudanum in all 
that they sold to the advanced posts. To try 
the effect of this experiment, four French soldiers 
came over in one of the small rever boats, who, 
on being challenged by the centinel, cried out 
that they were deserters, and were suffered to 
land. On passing forward they found the 
greater number of the posts so careless, that they 
gave the signal by firing at the centinels. The 
whole force then pushed over, opening a fire of 
cannon and musketry, which drove back the 
piquets with considerable loss* On the ad¬ 
vance of the Mecklenburgers, who were in re¬ 
serve, the Hanseatic battalion rallied, and a 
severe independent fire took place through the 
whole line. The day was one of splendid sun¬ 
shine, and the smoke rose in heavy clouds from 
the woods that spread down the Wilhelrnsburg 
shore. The ramparts were covered with people, 

* and every eye was fixed upon the battle. 

During the attack on Wilhelrnsburg the inha¬ 
bitants of Hamburg and its viejnity were in the 
greatest confusion and distress.—Numbers got 
on the tops of the houses, and watched the at¬ 
tack, which, at intervals, lighted the whole 
horizon. A partial fire of musketry was heard 
through the cannonade; but as the day broke, 
and the musketry came nearer, it was evident 
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that the enemy had made good their landing, 
•seized the island batteries, and were driving in . 
the Hainburg’volunteers. The terror of this idea 
was soon confirmed by the videttes gallopping 
through the streets. It was understood in the 
city, that Davoust, who has expressed himself 
in the most violent language against Hamburg, 
had promised his soldiers live hours plunder. 
The streets were immediately filled with fright¬ 
ened people, running from their houses, heaping 
waggons with their furniture and valuables, and 
trying to escape into the country. This was at 
five in the morning. The cry every where was 
—“ The French are come;*' and even this cry, 
rising as it did from a wild and terrified populace, 
just roused out of their sleep, was scarcely to be 
distinguished among the trampling of cavalry, and 
the crowding of carriages to the gates. About 
half-past six the drums of the Burger guard beat 
to arms a second time; and every thing was in 
frightful confusion; men hastily equipping them- , 
selves with whatever arms they could find, and 
running to the alarm posts; women and chil¬ 
dren of the first families, half dressed, heaped 
in waggons, in the midst of beds and packages, 
and flying in silence and tears; expresses rush¬ 
ing by at every moment, and*carts passing with 
the wounded just brought in from the field. In 
this state affairs continued till after the success 
of Major de Berger. 
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In the course of the morning of the 9tli, when 
it appeared obvious that the enemy were deter¬ 
mined on trying their chance of reaching Ham¬ 
burg, the Danish Sub-Governor of Altona, Blu- 
chcr, ^a relative of the Prussien General, went 
over to Vandarame to remonstrate with him on 
the attack, and to declare that the Danes would 
assist to repel it if it were persisted in. On Van- 
damme’s inquiring why the Danes interb red, 
Blucher is stated to have replied, “ that Den¬ 
mark was too much interested in the safety of a 
great city in its neighbourhood, to look with in¬ 
difference on the outrages which must take 
place in case of being entered by the French, 
and which might extend even to the Danish ter¬ 
ritory.” Vandamme answered, “ That the 
French were a nation distinguished for urbanity 
in war; that jt was absurd to suppose the Em-«i 
peror would wish to do any mischief to one of 
his own cities; and that at all events, as he was 
determined on finding his way into Hamburg, 
it would be quite the same to him whether he 
found it by the Hamburg or the Danish shore.” 
The Dane returned, and immediately after three 
Danish gun-boats, full of men, came up from 
Altona, and anchored to defend the passage op¬ 
posite to Hamburg. In the evening, as the in¬ 
tentions of the French could not be ascertained, 
all the troops were ordered out. The Cossacks. 
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some Danish corps, and 10 pieces of Danish 

artillery, were drawn up in a line^ aloii^ the 

sands. Russian guns were posted dose to Al- 

tona, and the most perfect cordiality took place. 

In the affairswof this day, the Hanseatic Legion, 

in consequence of their first disorder, lost about 

;50 killed and 150 wounded, 7 of whom were 

1 

officers. The Mecklcnburgers, who fought with 
distinguished bravery, and who literally swept 
the French before them, lost but 2 killed and 
between 20 and 30 wounded. The French 
wounded were gradually withdrawn during the 
morning; but they lost 60 prisoners, and about 
200 killed. 

* 

In consequence of the approach of a body of 
Swedes, the Danes evacuated Hamburg on the 
evening of the 12th, and retired to their own 
territory, leaving behind them their artillery for 
the protection of the town, and which was to 
be sent after them the moment that the Swedes 
arrived. The latter, amounting to 1200 men, 
entered it on the 21st. General Tettenborne, 
with the Hanseatic legion, went out to meet 
them, and they were received at the gate by the 
Burger Guards. They had been forwarded in 
waggons, and were not in the least fatigued by 
travelling; but immediately on their arrival 
mounted guard. Their appearance was martial, 

VOL. II. P 
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th(‘ir t'quipmenls in high order, and they wore 
received by all ranks with joyful acclamations : 
they were afterwards stationed in the vicinity of 
the city, where they remained till the 21st, when 
they were- recalled by the order the Crown 
Prince. 

¥ 

Another attack upon Hamburg had been 
made by the French from Harburg and Wilhelms- 
burg, in the night between the 20th and 21st, 
in which they were repulsed by the Hanseatic 
Legion, who succeeded in dismounting several 
of their artillery at the latter place. After this 
affair most of the enemy left Wilhelmsburg for 
Harburg, and the inhabitants had begun to re¬ 
cover from their alarm before the arrival of the 
Swedes. 

During the night of the 19th, whilst the city 
was entrusted solely to its native forces, aided 
by a few Russians and Prussians, the French 
commenced a bombardment, which was re¬ 
turned by a very spirited and effectual cannon¬ 
ade. No farther attempt was made until early 
in the morning of the 22d, when the French, 
after making themselves masters of an armed 
vessel in the river, landed between Altona and 
the town; but were quickly driven back to 
their boats with loss, and the vessel was recap¬ 
tured. In this affair the Swedish troops took 



part. The failure, however, of ncgociatipns 
comtnencjcd by Denmark with Gfeat-Brilaiii, 
and the pretensions brought forward by the 
Crown Prince upon Norway, a State always 
coveted by Sweden, and which were made 
by Bernadotte in order to gain the cordial sup¬ 
port of the Swedish nation to the contest in' 
Germany, now produced active hostility on the 
part of the Danes, and occasioned the imme¬ 
diate occupation of Hamburg by the French. 

After the evacuation of Moscow, a proposi¬ 
tion* of a pacific natun' ha*d b(*en made by the 
Danish Minister at St. Petersburg, through Lord 
Cathcart, to the Court of St. James, but which 
was afterwards disavowed by his Government. 
The proposition was made when it was thought 
that the French lluler could not extricate him¬ 
self, but it was disavowed when it was found 
that he escaped. An offer was subsequently 
made in the confidence that it would be re¬ 
jected. Count Bernstof had since been sent 
on a mission to this country, at a period when 
there was some doubt as to the issue of opera¬ 
tions. Denmark, by sending a minister hither 
at such a time, wished, no doubt, to keep the 
door of accommodation with both parties open; 
but the propositions mafic were such as His 

^ For the basis of the arrangements proposed, vide Vol. I.* 
page 224. 
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Majesty’s Government found it impossible to 
accede to*. 


* The following is the statement given by Buonaparte of the 
conduct of the Courts of Sweden and Denmark.—A re¬ 
ference to the preceding correspondence between France 
and Sweden, will, in a great meavsure, prove how far cor¬ 
rect the assertions contained in this document arc to be 
considered. 

Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent has received 
the following intelligence from the army, dated the 13th:— 

Baron de Kaas, Daejsh Minister of the Interior, dis¬ 
patched, with letters from the King, has been presented to 
the Emperf»r. 

After the aflair of Copenhagen, a treaty of alliance was 
concluded between France and Denmark. By that treaty 
the Emperor guaranteed the integrity of Denmark. 

In the year 1811, Sweden made known at Paris the desire 
she had of uniting Norway to Sweden, and demanded the 
assistance of France. She was answered, that whatever wish 
France had to do an agreeable thing to Sweden, a treaty of 
alliance having been concluded with Denmark, guaranteeing 
the integrity oY that power, his Majesty could not give hi'- 
consent to the dismemberment of the territory of his ally. 

f 

From this moment Sweden detached herself from France, 
and entered into negociations with her enemies. 

Afterwards, the war between France and Russia became 
. imminent. The Swedish Court proposed to make common 
cause iVittt France, but at the same time renewing its propo* 
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On the morning of the 30 th of May, at eight 
oV:lock, Major-General Tettenborn^, with'all 

sition relative to Norway. It was in vain that Sweden repre¬ 
sented, that frejm the Norwegian ports, a descent upon 
Scotland was easy; it was in vain that she dwelt upon all the 
guarantees which the ancient alliance of Sweden gave France 
of the conduct she would follow towards England. The 
reply of the Cabinet of the Thuilleries was the same,—it had 
its hands tied by the treaty with Denmark. 

From that moment Sweden no longer kept any measures; 
she contracted an alliance with Russia and England; and the 
first stipulation of that treaty wms the common engagement 
of compelling Denmark to cede Norway to Sweden. 

The battles of Smolenzk and of the Moskwa restrained the 
activity of Sweden; she received some subsidies, made some 
preparations; but began no hostilities. The events of the 
winter of 1813 arrived; the French troops evacuated Ham¬ 
burg; the situation of Denmark became perilous: at war 
with England, threatened by Sweden and Russia, France 
appeared unable to support her- The King of Denmark, 
with that fidelity which characterizes him, addressed himself 
to the Emperor, in order to get out of this situation. The 
Emperor, who wishes that his policy should never be at the 
expense of his allies, replied, that Denmark was at liberty to 
treat with England to save the integrity of her territory, and 
that his esteem and friendship for the King should receive no 
diminution from the new cbnnection which the force of cir¬ 
cumstances obliged Denmark.to contract. The Kino- ex¬ 
pressed all his gratitude at this proceeding. 

Four ships* crews of very excellent sailors had been fur¬ 
nished by Denmark, and manned four ships of our Scheldt 
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the military, quitted Hamburg; and at nine 
o'clock, 6000 Danes, cavalry and iidbntry, fol- 

flect. The King- of Denmark, during' this time, having ex- 
pre‘^sed a des^ e that these sailors should he restored, the Em¬ 
peror sent them baek to him witli the most scrupulous exact¬ 
ness, at the same time expressing to the otliccrs and seamen 
the sati.-faetion he felt at their good conduct. 

Events, however, proceeded, '^fhe Allies thought that tlu 
reveries of Eurke were realized. The French empire, in 
their imaginations was already eifuced from the globe; and 
this idea must have predominated to a strange degree, when 
they ofiered Denmark, as a compensation for Norway, our 
Dejiartinents of the 32d Military Division, and even all Hol¬ 
land, in Older to recompose in the North, a maritime power, 
who should act in eonjunetion with Russia. 

'riie King of Denmark, far from sudering himself to he 
>urprisedby those deceitful orteis, said to them—“ you wish, 
then, to give me colonies in Europe, and that, too, to the 
detriment of France 

In the iinpo->sihility of making tlie King of Denmark par¬ 
ticipate in so foolish an idea. Prince Dolgorucki was sent to 
< 'openhagen to demand that they should make a common 
cause vv’lth the Allies, m consequence of which, the Allies 
would guarantee the integrity of Denmark, and even of 
Norway. The urgency of eircuni'-tances, the imminent 
dangers which Denmark ran, the distance of the French ar¬ 
mies, her own ^alvatlon made the policy of Denmark give 
way. The King consented, in return for the guarantee of 
his dominions, to cover Hamburg, and to keep that town 
sheltered from the French armies during the war. lie felt 
all that was disagreeable to the Emperor in this stipulation; 
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lowed by 1500 French cavalry and infantry, en¬ 
tered, unjler the command of Gen. Bimyere, who 


he made all the modifications which it was possible to make 
in It; and did ifot even sij^n it but by giving w,ay to the en¬ 
treaties of all those by whom he was surrounded, who repre¬ 
sented to him the necessity of saiing his SlatCvS; but he was 
far from thinking it was only a snare that was laid for hinw 
They wished to place him at war with France, and after 
making him by this measure lose in that circumstance his 
natural support, they would have broken their word, and 
obliged him to subscribe to all the shameful conditions they 
chose to impose on him. 

M. de Kernstorf proceeded tb London; he expected to 
have been eagerly received there, and to have nothing more 
to do than renew the treaty concluded w ith Prince Dulgo- 
rucki: but what was his astoniahnicnt when the Prince 
Kegent refused to receive the King’s letter, and when Lord 
Castlereagh gave him to understand, there coultl be no Li\ dy 
between England ajid Denmark, unless, as a preliminary ar¬ 
ticle, Norway was ceded to Sweden. A few da^^s after Count 
13ernstorf received an order to return to Denmark. 

• 

At tbc same momcni, similar language was held to Count 
Moltke, Envoy from J>eninark to the Emperor Alexander. 
Prince Dolgoriicki was disavowed as having exceeded his 
pow'ersj and (hiring this time the Danes were giving their 
notificalion to the French army, and some hostilities took 
place!!! 

We shall in vain open the annals of nations to discover in 
them policy more immoral. It was at the moment that Den¬ 
mark found herself thus engaged in a war with France, that 
the treaty to which she was conforming, was tl^e same time 



tookpossepsion of Hamburg in the name of Napo¬ 
leon; a proclamation was issued immediately by 


■ 'owed at London and in Russia, and that advantage was 
takt n of the rmbarrassintnts in which that power was placed, 
to present lier as an ultimatum with a treaty which engaged 

her to acknowledge the cession of Norway! 

1 

Under those difficult circumstances the King shewed the 
greale.st confidence in the Emperor; he declared his treaty 
void ; he recalled his troops from Hamburg; he ordered his 
army to inarcli with the French army; and, in short, he de¬ 
clared that he still considered himself as allied to France, and 
that he relied upon the Emperor’s magnanimity. 

The President de K».as was sent to the French head-quar¬ 
ters, with letters from the King. At the same time, the King 
(fispatchcd to Norway the hereditaiy Prince of Denmark, a 
young Prince of the highest promise, and particularly beloved 
by the Norwegians. He set out disguised as a sailoi ; tlirew 
himself into a fishing boat, and arrived in Norway on the 22d 
of May. 


On the 3()th May, the French troops entered Hamburg, 
and a Danish division, which marched with our troops, entered 
Lubeck. 

Baron de Kaas, while at Altona, experienced another scene 
of perfidy, equal to the first. The envoys from the allies 
came to his loflgings, and gave him to understand, that they 
renounced the cession of Norway, and that on condition of 
Denmark making common cause with the allies, it should no 
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•the enemy, stating, that all persons and property 
should be protected, if they submitted ^eace- 

lon(jer be made a question; they conjured him to delay his* 
departure, * • 

The reply of M. de Kaas was simple ,—** I have my orders, 
I niu^t execute them.’* They told bun the French armies wen- 
defeated; that did not move him, he continued his journey. 

However, on the 31 st of May, an Ent^lish fleet appeared 
before (’opcnhaf]fen; one of the ships of war anchored before 
the town, and Mr. 'riiornton jirescnted himself. lie stated 
that the allies WTie going to commence liostilitics, if, within 
forty-eight hours, Denmark did not sign a treaty, the princi¬ 
pal conditions of which were, to cede Norway to Sweden, to 
immediately give up, en depots the province of Drontheim, 
and to furnish 25,000 men to act with the allies against 
France, and conquer the indemnities which were to be the 
portion of Deninaik. He at the same time declared, that the 
overtures made to M. de Kaas, on his journey to Altona, were 
disavowed, and could only be considered as military sug¬ 
gestions. 

The King indignantly refused tins insolent summons. 
iMeanwhilc, the Prince Royal having arrived in Norway, pub¬ 
lished the following proclamation. 

" Norwegians!—Your King knows and appreciates your 
immovable fidelity for him and the /lyna.sty of the Kings of 
Deimiark ami Norway, who for a number of ages have go¬ 
verned your ancestors. It is the paternal desire of his Ma- 
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ably to the French government, and which had 
the desired effect. 

I 

jcbty to see the indissoluble bonds of paternal love and har-^ 
mony which unite the two kingdoms sVill drawn closer. Thh "/ 
heart of Frcdeiick VI. is always with you; but th^ care of all 
parts of his states, rcfu&es him the gratification of seeing him¬ 
self surrounded by his people of Norway; he, theiefore, has 
sent me ih quality of Governor of Norway, ♦urnnhed with full 
powers to fulfil his orders as if he himself was present. His 
will shall be iny law; the wish of gaining your confidence 
shall be niy guide, your esteem and your love shall be my re¬ 
ward. Should we be threatened by trials still more severe, 
relying on Divine Providence’, we will brave them with intre¬ 
pid courage, and with your assistance, gallant Norwegian'*, 
we will surmount them, for I know that 1 can depend upon 
your fidelity towards the King; that you are determined to 
preserve the integrity of aneient Norway, and that the watch¬ 
word for Us will be God, the King and the country. 

(Signed) CIIRISTIA N FREDERICK.’ * 


The confidence which the King of Denmark had in the 
Emperor has been entirely justified, and all the bonds between 
the two nations liave been re-established and strengthened. 

The French aimy is in Hamburg; a Danish division fol¬ 
lows its motions to support it. The English, by their policy, 
obtained only sname and confusion: the wishes of all worthy 
men accompany the hereditary Prince of Denmark into Nor¬ 
way. What renders the situation of Norway critical, is* the 
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, A patriotic chief, Mr. Von Hess, previous to 
the euetny eiitpriiig Hvimburg published the fol- 

int of proviv-iom; but Norway vliall remain Danish,—the 
• integrity of Denmark lb guaranteed by France. , 

The bombardment of C()|jenhagen, whiKt an English mi¬ 
nister wa.s still with the King; the burning of that capital 
and the fleet, without a deelaralion of war, or any jirevious 
hostility; appeared to be the most odnais scene in modern 
history : but the crooked jiolicy which leads the English to 
dein.md the ctssioii oi a province, liappy for so many years 
under the seejitre of Lht h.ou>*e otHolstein, and the series of 
intrigues to whieli theji ha\e had recourse to obtain tins odious 
j'esi h, will be I’onsiderid a-, more immoral ami more outra¬ 
geous than evtu the burning’ of Copenhagen.. 

In it we observe that policy of which the houses of Timour 
and of Sicily have been the victini«, and wdiicli has despoiled 
them of their dominions. The I'higlish art accustomed in In¬ 
dia to be newer stoppetl by any idea of justice—they follow 
this policy m Europe. 

It appears, that in all the iiegociations which the allies have 
had with England, the powers the greatest enemies to France 
have been disgusted by the excessive pretensions of the Eng¬ 
lish government. 

The basis even df l^he peace o*f Luiieville are deelared bj 
the English to be inadmissible, as to« favourable to France. 

Madmen! They are deceived in their latitude, and take 
h'renchmen for Hindoos.'' 
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lowing- energetic address to his brave compa¬ 
nions.r—This zealous character had been edu- 
cated in early life to the profession of arms, but 
had for many years withdrawn from military pur¬ 
suits.*—When, however, it was determined to 
defend Hamburg, he nobly stepped forward to 
manifest that patriotism and love of liberty 
which had always been a leading feature in his 
character. He was placed at the head of the 
Burger Guard, consisting of 7^300 men, with the 
approbation of the senate, and by an unanimous 
vote of his fellow-citizens. His splendid talents, 
—his inflexible* integrity,—his well-known pa¬ 
triotism, and his knowledge of military affairs, 
pointed him out as the most fit to assume the 
command, which he did under the appellation of 
Chief. It was a momentous crisis. There was 
much to be done, and the time was short. Mr. 
Von Hess was indefatigable, and he was ably 
assisted by the patriotic band who rallied round 
him; while the result proved what human ex¬ 
ertions, stimulated by patriotism, and invigo¬ 
rated and directed by genius and talents, could 
accomplish. The Burger Guard was brought 

into a state of discipline in a few weeks. Artil- 

> 

lery was placed upon the ramparts, and the town 
put into a state of defence. 

Thus did Hamburg set the glorious example of 
throwing off* Buonaparte's yoke, and detaching 
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• itself from his pretended empire. Mr. Von Hess 
persevered to,the last, until left to their own re- * 
sources, these brave and patriotic citizens, who*, 
by their unparalleled exertions, had exhibited a 
noble example to all Germany, were sacrificed, 
and compelled to yield to superior force, under 
circumstances where farther opposition could 
only terminate in the loss of many valuable lives, 
without any beneficial result. 


ADDRESS. 

‘‘ Last order of fhe day of the 
Hamburg Burger Guard, 

Two months ago the fairest prospects led 
us to the greatest exertions. It appeared the 
period for relieving the inhabitants of Hamburg 
from irresistible tyranny. Almost without arms, * 
and unprepared, they offered the cities of Ger¬ 
many the most noble example of perseverance 
in the severest duty, and of the most determined 
courage in the defence pf their borders. The 
blood of our fellow-citizens has not yet been 
shed ingloriously for the common cause of our 
German countrymen, and for the independence 
of our beloved native city. When the enemy 
continued to advance, and at length aftei; having 



obtained possession of Wilhclnisbiir^, was ena¬ 
bled at any moment to take the city by assault, 
we may attribute it to the active* co-operation of 
our fellow-citizens, that the troops of his Ma¬ 
jesty the Emperor of Russia did not give way to 
superior force. The events of this war call the 
Russian army to more decisive successes. A 
dark concatenation of impenetrable misunder¬ 
standings, compels the sons of the North, who 
were destined to our assistance, to witness our 
fate, if not with indifference, at least without 
doing any thing to avert it. Thus is the city of 
Hamburg surroiuided by enemies, thrown back 
upon her own efforts. Called upon by tlu* re¬ 
quest of my fellow-citizens, and by the dc'ter- 
mination of the senate, I stand at the head of 
the Burger Guard.—1 quitted the repose* of my 
former life, because 1 thought it to be of us(*, in 
a moment of desponding hope, to a city with 
whose happiness my owm was so closely inter- 
’ woven. Had I followed the dictates of personal 
feeling, I should have preferred death with my 
brethren, to return to this embittered repose. But 
with the faint dawn which still opens to the fu¬ 
ture, 1 dare not wantonly expose the lives of 
those invaluable men who are entrusted to my 
care. While, therefore, with the deepest emo- 
tiopj I absolve you from the duties you have as¬ 
sumed, I have only to request of you to reserve 
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tor other times, a lively feeling of hatred towards 
thtt despotism which again threatens our deso¬ 
lated city, and to remove your persons to the* 
most suitable places, to await the moment, now 
at no great distance, whicli shall destroy 
the delusion of tyranny, that the citizens 
of Hamburg may be the first to rouse, and return 
with honour to their restored country. 

(Signed) VON HESS*.” 


It is here necessary to enter into a review of 
the actual state of Hamburg at t)iis period, and 
the opportunities which the Hamb^irgers, with 
the assistance of the force under (general Tet- 
tenborne, had of defending the same.—The 
Danes, who had entered upon tlie defence of 
Hamburg, after tlie enemy had left it, were re¬ 
called on the 19 th of May ; and s?.r ^ un-hoats^ 
which till then had defended tlie passage of the 
Elbe against the French, were withdrawn to 

* Mr. Von Hess, and many of his officers, narrowly 
escaped, lie was proscribed afterwards by the F»\nicb au¬ 
thorities.; and, according to report, he was doomed to b( sent 
to the galleys, should he ever fall in*lo the hands of the enemy. 
Undismayed, however, and fearless of danger, Mr. Von Ues^* 
has been heard to declare, that when the raonicnt should ar¬ 
rive when vhe could be again serviceable to his country, hr 
-ihould immediately return to the post of danger. 
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Altona. This occurrence gave great uneasiness 
to the, Hamburgers, for they were fully sensible 

' that the force of the Russians, which consisted 
solely of cavalry, amounting only to about 1500 
men, and the other corps, forming under the 
names of th^ Hanseatic and Hanoverian legions, 
were not a description of force which could 
make an efficient determined resistance against 
a regular enemy. Nor was the noble and pa¬ 
triotic spirit of the Hamburgers, who were 
armed, and formed into a separate corps of up¬ 
wards of (iOOO men, adequate to an effectual 
defence of the'-r town, unless a more regular 
military system had been adopted therein. 
The inhabitants were also fully aware that much 
more could have been done for the defence of 
the place. Wilhelmsburg, so immediately 
before Hamburg, was left unoccupied and un¬ 
fortified. Ifit had only been considered as an 
advancedrpost to the main defence of the town 
itself, thereby preventing the enemy at least 
from making his advances so rapidly tow^ards a 
bombardment of the city, as in the present in¬ 
stance was accomplished by the French from 
Wilhelmsburg, and which of course could not 
have been the case if, during the six w^eeks and 
upwards that the Russians were masters* of 

w 

* Masters of Hamburg they certainly must have con- 
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Hamburg, its real defence had been coji- 
* sidered, . 

The effect which the loss of that place pro¬ 
duced on the co-operation from Great-Britain to 
assist in the formation of a corps under Count Wal- 
moden, was in that, and every other military point * 
of view, incalculable, and the effect its fall pro¬ 
duced on the commercial interests in this coun¬ 
try and on the Continent, is best known to 
those who at the time were travelling in Ger¬ 
many, who experienced the most serious incon¬ 
veniences in procuring cash for bills on England, 
even at the loss of from .‘50 to 40 per cent. 

The disorganization of the French armies and 
their rapid and disorderly retreat from across the 
Vistula and Oder, had encouraged the Russians 
to push forward small detachments, probably 

with the view to raise the inhabitants of the 

• 

North of Germany, and under an impression 
that Buonaparte would not be able so shortly 
to assemble a force sufficient to maintain the 

« 

gidered themselves to be, for.under what plea or pretence 
could otherwise, as an Ally, the General commanding have 
demanded and received various allowances for himself and 
bis Stail^ when the immense expense of his table, where, 
daily, at lea<^t from thirty to forty officers of various descrip¬ 
tions dined, was defrayed by the inhabitants of Hamburg ? 

VOL. II. G * ’ 
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oquntry between the Weser and the Elbe. The 
main bodies of the Russians could ngt advance 
in sufficient lime to support these detachments 
effectually, and subsequent events prevented them 
from extending their main line of operations on 
the Elbe below Magdeburg. Hence the rising 
of the Hamburgers proved a premature measure. 
It cannot be denied that some blame attaches 
to the British Government for not having kept 
in readiness at Heligoland, a supply of arms 
and stores for the inhabitants of the North of 
Germany, in case the events of the war should 
produce insurrection against the French. The 
fact is, that *the requisitions of Hamburg, 
Hanover, &c. had not been foreseen, although 
ample provisions had been made with due ex¬ 
pedition for supplying the Russian and Prussian 
levies, and large supplies sent to Colberg, and 
other ports in the Baltic. 

t 

It should in this place be noticed that the 
Swedish force, amounting to 3000, which was 

stationed near Hamburg till the 21st, was di- 

>1 

rected to fall back again, and the Commanding 
Officer ordered to repair to Stralsund, to be 
brought before a military court, for having made 
an application of his troops, that had never 
entered into the plan of the Crown Prince, aod 
without his sanction or instruction. 



In consequence of the above order the Swedes 
retired, notwithstanding the most pressing re¬ 
presentations from Count Walmoden urging 
their remaining for another forty-ei^ht hours, 
hut all to no purpose; the order from the Prince 
Poyal of Sweden was too peremptory to admit 
of any deviation by the Officer Commanding.* 
Here a question obtrudes itself, ‘‘ whether the - 
Crown Prince was ever cordial in the defence of 
Hamburg; or whether he considered its loss of 
such importance as it has subsequently proved 
to be/' 

If the Prince Royal of Sweden had fully de¬ 
termined upon the defence of Hamburg, it might 
not have again fallen into the hands of the 
French, at least not in the manner which oc¬ 
curred ; Jor if the twenty-eight gun boats which 
were laying at Gottenburg at the time (the 1 9 th 
of May) the Danes withdrew theirs from Ham-- 
burg—if these gun boats had been in the Elbe^ 
the French could not have remained long quietly 
in possession of Wilhelmsburg after they had been 
allowed to possess themselves of it^ nor would they 
ever have ventured to attempt a crossing at any 
one point of the Elbe, —In .that case a Swedish 
force could have moved in and near Hamburg, 
occuping the right bank of the Elbe, whilst the 
rest of the Russians, with such of Count Wal- 
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moden^s corps as were efficient for service, fol- 

f 

lowed the movements of General Tchernicheff 
on the left bank of I he river. General Van- 
damme would not then have ventured upon an 
attack on Hamburg; on the contrary, he would 
have been most likely forced to abandon the 
ground he held between the Elbe and Wescr, 
evacuating Cuxhaven, and in short to abandon 
the territories of Hanover and Brunswick, where 
the patriotic spirit of the inhabitants was 
anxiously awaiting the moment of deliverance 
from the yoke of French despotism. Having said 
thus much as to what might have been done by 
Sweden toward's the saving of Hamburg, and 
preventing it from again falling into the hands 
of the French, it is next necessary to attempt 
divining the Prince Royal’s motives for not 
having done so. 

‘ His motives are allowed by officers of dis¬ 
tinguished talents to rest upon good military 
principles. 

To induce Sweden to take an active part in 
the operations on the Continent, the Allies had 
engaged to grant the following number of troops 
—Russia 36,000; Prussia 16 , 000 . 

The troops which were organizing in the 
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North of Germany, under the protection, and at 
the expense of England, were, together A^ith 
those from the former two powers, to be jJiaced 
at the sole disposal of the Crown Prince, thereby 
giving him an army of 90,000 meii including 
his Swedish troops. 

_ • 

The utmost force of Swedes to be brought 

into co-operation with the Allies in Germany 
was not to exceed .j0,000, and of these a pro¬ 
portion would necessarily remain at Stralsund, 
where an entrenched camp was preparing for 
lo,000 men, but a part of the Swedish force 
had not at tins time arrived, and Bernadotte had 
not received any of the expected reinforcements 
of Russians and Prussians. He could therefore 
have only detached a small force to the Elbe, 
which being exposed to the joint attacks of the 
French and Danes, might have been cut off, for 
it must be observed, that at this period the 
main armies of the Allies were retiring from'the 
Saale and the Elbe, and that the whole course 
of the J^ower Elbe from Magdeburg to Ham¬ 
burg. was o,nly partially guarded by small de¬ 
tachments, and therefore might be easily crossed 
at any point by a superior French force, but 
which certainly would not have been the case, 
if the twenty-eight gun boats before mentioned, 
had been in that river. At all events these 
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gun-boats might have contributed essentially 
to the defence of Jlambnrg, and the passages in 
its iAimediate vicinity, if their co-operation 
could not have secured (he river in its course 
far upwards. 

By attempting to defend Hamburg under 
these circumstances, Bernadotte would have 
risked the destruction of his army in detail, as 
all support from his Allies was remote and un¬ 
certain. 

The importance of preserving Hamburg on 
principles of humanity and general policy, it 
must be supposed, could not be less^ obvious to, 
or less felt by the Crown Prince of Sweden, than 
by the other powers, and therefore the only mo¬ 
tives for his not attempting it must have resulted 
from military considerations, and there is not 
any military man who would not object to throw- 
inga corps of troop® into a large town unfortified, 
placed in a cul de sac, of which the chief protec¬ 
tion, a river, had become null from the moment 
that a new enemy had started up. who com¬ 
manded the right bank, 

< 

Moreover, it would appear that at this period 
the Crown Prince was left much in the dark as 

V 

to the plans and intentions of the Russians and 



87 


Prussians. He had already been disappointed 
of the promised support. Their inadequate 
exertions, their retrogade motions, and the ‘ex¬ 
perience of their conduct in former contests, 
gave him re*ason to apprehend an armistice, 
which might be succeeded by a peace, leaving 
him to shift for himself, and therefore he would , 
not have been justified in committing beyond 
the reach of support or the power of retreat the 
whole of the disposable military force of Sweden, 
or to risk the destruction of a part when its only 
security might have rested on its being kept to¬ 
gether at Stralsund. • 

So little had the Crown Prince been consulted 
or communicated with at this period, that 
when a project was formed by the Baron de Stein, 
under the sanction of the Emperor of Russia 
and King of Prussia, for an arrangement of the 
North of Germany, the first intimation whiph 
Bernadotte received of it, was in a letter from 
M. Alopeus, acquainting h^m that he, M. 
Alopeus, had been appointed Governor of the 
North of Germany, and desiring him to send a 
corps to the assistance of Hamburg. At this 
period the Allies occupied nothing on the left 
bank of the Elbe, therefore the government given 
to M. Alopeus was formed in great part by 
Swedish Pomerania. 
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The Kin^ of Saxony, who it had been ex¬ 
ported would have remained neuter, now joined 
his arms to those of the French Ruler ; in coii- 
softuence of which Marslml Ney was received 
into Torgau, and Regnier took the command of 
Thielmann's corps. 

The project of tlie Baron de Stein was, as 
already observed, for a new arrangement of the 
petty German States, and principally those in 
the North, in which he had parcelled out, and 
disposed of all the territories of the Princes then 
co-operating with IRioiiaparte, or who might 
not immediately abandon his cause. He had 
divided the skin before the bear had been killed, 
and had thus alienated those who might have 
felt disposed to join the Allies, and united them 
more firmly to Buonaparte, whose success he had 
shewn could ouly secure to them the integrity 
of what they possessed*. This project, however, 
[‘conceive, might not have determined the King 
of Saxony to rejoin his arms to those of Buona¬ 
parte. The king, although a worthy character, po¬ 
litical events have proved to be but a weak man : 

* ** Come, here’s the map; shall we divide our right,” 
SiC. which, according to our unrivalled dramatic bard, was 
said by the famous Owen Glendower to the noble rebels of 
bia party in the reign of the Fourth Henry. The result 
is in every person’s remembrance. 
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he fell under obligations to Buonaparte, and 
therefore was unwilling to abandon him in * 
misfortune, Lut the cry of the country was 
loud in favour of what it considered the general 
cause of Germany, and if the Russians had not 
been for(*ed to re-cross the Elbe, it is probable 
that the Saxons would have taken an active 
part against the French. Their subsequent 
retreat from the Elbe, their abandonment of 
Dresden, and the general progress of Buonaparte, 
would make the general national feeling yield 
to the dread of seeing the capital destroyed, 
and SaxonV laid waste, and would confirm their 
Sovereign in his inclination to adhere to the 
engagements he had contracted,* These may 
be considered the grounds on which Saxonv 
acted, yet I believe that the King of Saxony, as 
vvellas the other Sov(Teigns of petty states in Ger¬ 
many, were disgusted with the tone assumed by 
the Prussians at this period, and alarmed at what 
they had learned of the project formed by the* 
Baron de Stein'*, and that the premature divi¬ 
sion of the expected spoils contributed to ce¬ 
ment their uniorj with France. 

* The Baron de SU"in if> a rno^t hoiiorahle, zealous, able, 
and high-spirited individual, and Gennany owes much to 
his persevering firnineb.s—but he is* intemperate and unbend¬ 
ing: he overlooks the advantages which, in the prosecution 
of his plans, might result from endeavouring to conciliate 
those whose co-operation is desirable. 



90 


In order to weaken the enemy's line of ope¬ 
ration, by drawing him from his supplies, and to 
retire upon our own, the General commanding 
the allied army proposed to take up a position in 
Upper Lusatia.—The enemy did not interrupt 
this operation, but slowly followed the army. 
However, a brisk cannonade of Prussian corps 
took place between Colditz and Waldheim, but 
they retired in the greatest order. In this affair 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Brigadier Von Stein- 
metz distinguished himself with his brigade; 
and the Prussian General St. Priest, with great 
judgment and decision, attacked the enemy in 
flank, by which the affair was decided: the 
enemy lost 400 men in killed and wounded; 
that of the allies was two officers and 150 men. 

o'' # 

On the 6th and 7th the enemy crossed the 
Elbe at Dresden and Meissen. Several small 
detachments of partizans returned to the left 
bank of the river to annoy the enemy’s rear. 
One of these detachments, under Lieutenant 
Zilmer, of the Brandenburg hussars, took an offi¬ 
cer charged with dispatches of consequence, and 
90 horses, near Zwekaw, and safely rejoined the 
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ijrmy on the lOtb.—On the 8th, at noon, Buo- 
naitcirtc entered Dresden ; on the l6th, ui the 
evening, he was still there. All his army had 
crossed the Elbe, but had not advanced above 
twenty miles in an^ direction. Macdonald, with 
the llth corps, had come in contact with the 
Russian rear-guard under MiWadovitch, on the 
12th, near Bishoffswerder, and again on the \5ih 
between that place and Bautzen : in both of 
which days the enemy lost about 1000 men 
killed, and 1500 wounded, and six officers and 
300 privates were made prisoners. Whilst 
these affairs were going on in the^neighbourhood 
of Dresden, Ney and Lauriston crossed at Tor- 
gau, with a view of acting on the right of the 
allies. They did not, however, find it practica¬ 
ble to advance far in this direction. 

General Tchernicheff, who acted in co-opera- 
ration with Count Worronzoft’ on the banks of 
the Elbe, passed that river at F^chland, on the 
night of the ]6th of May, and proceeded in the 
direction of Burgstall: here he learnt from va¬ 
rious letters w’hich had been intercepted by his 
parties, that a large convoy .of artillery, escorted 
by about 2000 men, were to^ pass the night of 
the 17th at Halberstadt. The horses having 
been sufficiently rested, and in the best possible 
condition, he resolved upon going the I5 miles 



(Gemiaii), which was the distance to Halber- 
stadt,^without halting ; and he succeeded in per¬ 
forming the whole of this distance without stop” 
ping, in thirty hours. 

4J 

( 

When he had nearly reached the intended 
point, he found that it depended on the energy 
of the moment wliether he should succeed, or hi* 
himself overpowered by a superior force of the 
enemy within a few hours march. At Haldens- 
leben he learnt that a second convoy was at Hes¬ 
sen, on the Brunswick road, three miles and a 
half from Ilalbcrstadt, where it was intended to 
arrive in the morning to join the first, in the 
view of proceeding with the greater safety on its 
march to the grand army. This last convoy was 
escorted by 4000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and many 
pieces of artillery. Notwithstanding the fatigue 
of his men and horses, after their march, 
he resolved to continue his route, and to make 
an immediate attack upon the enemy at Halber- 
stadt, bc/o^’e the arrival of the reinforcement, 
and to take advantage of the fault he had 
committed in placing his g^uns and the con¬ 
voy outside of the town, although at a very short 
distance from the walls. After reconnoitring at 
four o’clock in the morning, he ascertained that 
the enemy had placed his guns in a square, the 
middle of which was filled with ammunition- 
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waggons and other carrie^es, and was lined with 
infantry, the flanks being covered by 260-horse. 
Tlu' whole tbrmed a sort of fortress almost impe¬ 
netrable to the cavalry. One of his first cares 
having been fo cut off the enemy from the town, 
a single gate which the enemy had neglected to 
close, afforded him the means of getting posses¬ 
sion of the town, where Colonel Trecoff charged 
the rear of the troops which were marching out 
to join the S([uare, and pursued them very nearly 
up to the guns. On the other side, Colonel 
Wlassaw, who liad been sent forward with two 
regiments, in hopes of surprisfng the enemy, 
made two very fine charges against, the square ; 
but the enemy having notice of his march, and 
being upon their guard, he could not make any 
impression. The enemy now opened a heavy 
cannonade from 14 guns, to which General 
Tchernicheff could only oppose two; by the fire 
of which, however, five of the enemv’s ammuni- 
tion waggons wpre blown up. One of General 
Tchcrnicheff’s met with the same taie, and four 
horses were killed. 

At this moment, a regiment of Cossacks, de¬ 
tached upon the road by which the enemy's re¬ 
inforcements were advancing, brought intelli¬ 
gence that they were within two miles ; this de- 
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termined a general and decisive eflbrt againsl 
the s(j,'.]are witli all the troops. The scattered 
Cossacks were ordered to seize the same moment 
at which the attack would be made by the re¬ 
gular cavalry. This brilliant attack against a 
formidable square, defended by fourteen pieces 
of cannon, surpassed every expectation, and co¬ 
vered with glory the hussars of Isoum, com¬ 
manded by Colonel Tieinan, and two regiments 
of Riga dragoons; the Cossacks also seconded 
admirably the efforts of these 400 horse. In an 
instant the batteries were carried, and the allies 
were in the middle of the square: here the car¬ 
nage was horrible, as the enemy defended him¬ 
self obstinately. More than 700 were killed, 
the rest taken; not an indivi|juaj escaped out 
of all this corps. Scarcely was the" slaughter 
terminated, when the enemy’s columns begaii^ 
to appear, pressing upon the Cossacks. General 
Tchernicheff was then obliged to support them, 
in order to gain time to send off the captured 
guns and prisoners : from want of time he could 
carry off only 14 guns and 12 ammunition wag¬ 
gons ; he blew up the rest in the very presence 
of the enemy.—Eight hundred draught horses, 
above 1000 prisoners, including General Ochol, 
with several officers and stores, fell into the 
hands of the conquerors. 



95 


The country between the Elbe and the Pder, * 
presenting as it does, a variety of admirable mi¬ 
litary positions, and inhabited by a population 
unanimous in their abhorrence of the French 
yoke, could not be surrendered without more 
than one struggle of the most resolute and san¬ 
guinary description. The grand army of the al¬ 
lies, after retiring across the Elbe, with so much 
precision and accuracy in all their movements, 
as never to lose a single gun, or gun-carriage, 
took up the first formidable position which the 
country presented, and in which their whole 
front was cov^H for several miles by the river 
Spree. Here they awaited the enemy, not with¬ 
out those precautions which mark the judgment 
and foresight of the most experienced soldier. 
Their first line rested its left on the heights *• 
overhanging the Spree, its centre behind 
Bautzen, and its right at the village of Niems- 
chutz ; but notwithstanding the natural and im¬ 
proved strength of this position, another line 
was marked out and strengthened with field¬ 
works, at some distance in the rear, near Hoch- 
kirken. Buonaparte in person joined his prin¬ 
cipal army before Bautzen, in the morning of 
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the 19lh, and spent alJ that day in reconnoit-- 
ring: tfie preceding day he had lelt Dresden and 
slept at llarla. His force here consisted of the 
4th, 6th, 11th, and 12th corps, in all about 
80,000 men; 12,000 guards, 14,000 cavalry, 
and a very numerous artillery. Oudinot's corps 
(the 12th) formed the right wing; Macdonald’s 
(the 11th) the centre ; and Marmoiit’s (the 6th) 
formed the left. The guards, under Mortier, 
were in reserve; and the four divisions of ca¬ 
valry were commanded by Latour Maubourg. 
Beyond Marmont, on the left, was placed Ber¬ 
trand, who was not only to threaten the enemy’s 
right, but to detach a division to communicate 
with the other great army which Buonaparte had 
put in motion at the same time from Hoyers- 
wcrda, a place about thirty miles to the north of 
Bautzen. The latter force consisted of from ,5() 
to 60,000 men, composing the :3d, 5th, and 7tb 
corps, under Ney, Lauriston, and Kegnier. It 
was Buonaparte’s plan that these should turn 
the right of the allies, whilst he himself attacked 
in front. In this plan he failed. Bertrand, on 
the 19th, detached a divfsion, which was inter¬ 
cepted and beaten, with the loss of a General of 
Brigade, 2 cannon, 3 caissons, and 600 men 
taken.—Buonaparte severely censured General 
Pery, who commanded in this part of the field, 
and attributed the failure to his having made bad 
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dispositions, and placed his posts ill but this 
» was not the only difficulty encountered in the 
preliminary movements of the 19th. Ney, Lau- 
riston, and Regnier, were opposed by about half 
th eir numbers,*under Von D* York, and. Barclay 
de Tolly, with so much spirit and resolution, 
that after three hours hard fighting, they could 
do no more than make themselves masters of the 
village of Weissig, a place too distant from the 
proposed scene of action to enable them effec¬ 
tually to follow out the original plan. 

The Commander-in-Chief, Count Witgen- 
stein, having penetrated Buonaparte's scheme in 
detaching Ney and Lauriston so far to the left,had 
immediately resolved to counteract it by attack¬ 
ing them separately, before they were sufficiently 
advanced in march to'co-operate with the main 
army. With this view, General Barclay de 

* ** Count Bertrand had sent General Pery with the Itahaih 
division to Koningswarta, to keep up our cominuiiicution with 
the detached corps. Being arrived there at noon. General 
Pery made bad dispositions. He did not cau.se the neighbour¬ 
ing forest to be properly reconnoitred; he,placed his posts 
badly, and at four o’clock he was assailed by a hourra, which 
threw some battalions into di.*.oKler. He lost GOO men, among 
whom was General Balathier, of the Italian brigade, wounded; 
two cannon and three caissons; but the division having taken 
to their arms, kept themselves in the wood, and faced against 
the enemy,” Eighteenth Bulletin of the Campnipt of 1813. 

L 
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Tolly, who had recently joined the allied force, 
was ordered to advance briskly on Koningswar- 
ta, where he fell in with part of Lauriston’s 
corps, amounting to 9000 men, and, after a se¬ 
vere battle, forced the town with the bayonet, 
took loOO prisoners, and ten cannon, and put the 
enemy totally to the rout. This success, how¬ 
ever, would have been prevented by the advance 
of Ney, with three divisions, had it not been for 
the resolution and gallantry of Von D'York, 
who, with a far inferior force, encountered him 
at Weissig, and maintained a glorious combat 
till night, when instead of being driven across 
the Spree, as was . asserted in the French ac¬ 
counts, he kept’possession of the field of battle. 
Having thus effected the great object for which 
they were detached. Generals Jlarclay de Tolly 
and Von D’York, on the 20th, again moved 
nearer to the army. 

The follovi^ng narrative of the events of the^ 
19th of May, was published at the Russian head¬ 
quarters. 

“ The advices brought on the 18th uniformly 
confirmed what had been conjectured from pre¬ 
vious reconnoissances, that the enemy had drawn 
together all his forces to attack the combined 
army which was bevouaced between Bautzen 
and Veissenberg, and which was disposed in the 
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following manner. The advanced guard, under 
the orders of General Miloradovitch,* occupjed 
the town and the heights on the left. The corps 
of General Kleist, in a line with the advance- 
guard, occupies the heights on the righ*t of the 
town ; these two corps having the defile of the 
Spree immediately in their front. The corps of 
General Bhicher was posted on the heights of 
Kreckwitz. The left wing, under the orders of 
Prince de GortschakofF, rested on some woody 
heights. Detachments of cavalry were placed 
on the heights and in the vallies, with which the 
mountains are intersected, aftd extended them¬ 
selves to the frontiers of Bohenjia. The Rus¬ 
sian guard and the cavalry formed the reserve. 

“ The same day, the 18th, it was ascertained 
that the corps of Lauriston had marched from 
Senftenberg to Hoyerswerda, and had been fol¬ 
lowed by another corps, which some said to be 
Victor's, others Sebastiani's. The force of Lau¬ 
riston was calculated at 14,000 men, the other 
corps at 20,000 men ; they were supposed to 
a day’s march distant from each other. 

• 

“It was immediately decided to march to meet 
the first corps, and to attack it before it could 
form its junction near Bautzen. It was hoped 
that this corps wottld be beaten before it had 
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time to join the other corps. The troops under 
the orders of Generals Barclay de Tolly and * 
D* York, were detached in consequence; in the 
night of the 18th and I9th, to attack the enemy, 
who had advanced on the side of Hoycrswerda. 
They had orders, as soon as the expedition was 
over, to return immediately to the principal 
army, to wait with united forces the attack of 
the enemy in the position chosen ^or ^his pur¬ 
pose. Lauriston, however, had already push(;d 
his march towards Bautzen, and h?^i brought up 
the corps which followed him, in jucli a man¬ 
ner, that they wecc engagjd with the enemy 
near Koningswarta and 'Teissig, th?"^ is to say. 
General Barclay near Koningswart:. wi*h the 
corps of Lauriston, and General D’York near 
Weissig, with the corps much more coi-sider- 
able, which had drawn near to Lauriston. The 
enemy was consequently infinitely superior in 
number, and particularly on the side of General 

I 

D’York; they, however, immediately deter- 
mined to attack ; and at the same time that Ge¬ 
neral Barclay attacked the corps of Lauriston, 
General D'York vigorously attacked that of Se¬ 
bastian!, thereby to support General Barclay. 
The combat was warm; it terminated at ten 

f 

o^clock at night. The loss of the enemy is esti¬ 
mated at 3000 men killed and wounded; seven 
j)ieces of cannon, and 9000 prisoners' taken. 
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among whom are the General of Division Pe- 
guerie, the Generals of Brigade Martelli, Bele- 
tier, and St. Andreas. The expedition was 
ended w'th this success, and the two Generals, 
conforhiablv to their instructions, retired towards 
:he position.’* 

“ Only 6 pieces of cannon have been brought 
away, which arrived with the prisoners, the se¬ 
venth having been destroyed.** 

On the liJOih, at four o’clock in the morning, 
began thv. grand cittack. T^ie three corps of 
Oudinot, Macdonald, and Marraont, forced the 
passage or die Spree opposite Bautzen, an ope¬ 
ration which was attended with considerable 
loss. The intention of the enemy in forcing the 
Spree river was to pass to some heights on the 
right, thus threatening General Miloradovitch’s 
rear, and gaining advantageous ground, by which 
his artillery could sweep the main position of 
the allies, and, under cover of whose fire, he 
might make his dispositions for a general attack 
on the following morning. The battle com¬ 
menced on the left win^ of the allies; but this, 
as it afteiwards appeared, was merely a feint: a 
more impetuous onset was made on the centre 
of the allies, but made in vain ; the artillery of 
the latter was so well served that it frustrated all 
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the attacks of the enemy: the action was 

bravely contested. A liussian battalion, and 

( 

some Prussian lancers, under cover of a battery, 
boldly advanced, and contested alone the 
heights, in spite of the enemy’s powerful efforts, 
until they were supported by General Kleist’s 
corps.—In the mean time, on the extreme right, 
the enemy’s corps followed Generals Barclay de 
Tolly and D’York, in their retrograde move¬ 
ment from their expedition against Lauriston. 
General D’York’s corps entered the position in 
the evening, but the whole of Barclay de Tolly’s 
did not effect it till the following morning.— 
General Miloradovitch repulsed the repeated ef¬ 
forts of the French that were vigorously made to 
force him on the left, and the columns of the 
enemy, that had attempted to pass into the 
mountains, were kept in check. The superior 
numbers of the French, however, so far prevailed, 
that after sevep hours hard fighting, the allies 
found themselves obliged to withdraw on their 
second position, which was too strongly en¬ 
trenched to allow the French at that time a hope 
of forcing it. Thus terminated' the battle of 
Bautzen; in which the French obtained not a 
single trophy, and only purchased the barren 
honour of occupying Bautzen, at an expense of 
lives and blood probably far beyond its real im¬ 
portance. The failure of the 19th was sensibly 
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felt by Buonaparte on the 20th. Ney, Lauris- 
ton and Kegnier, who had received orders*to 
turn the enemy’s right, were unable to approach 
it. Bertrand was alike incapacitated from com¬ 
municating v^ith them. He had passed one of 
the arms of the Spree; but still found himself 
intercepted by the Allies, who kept the heights^ 
on his right, and maintained themselves be¬ 
tween him and Ney during the night, which 
was spent in preparations for a second tragedy. 


Russian Narrative of the Rvents of the 90th of 

Mai/» 

“ The 20th, the two detached corps were 
scarcely returned to their position near Gotta- 
melda, when about noon the enemy advanced 
in columns on Bautzen, and attacked, under 
the protection of a brisk cannonade, the g,d- 
vanced-guard, commanded by Generals Milora- 
dovitch and Klcist. The determination of the 
latter obstinately to defend the heights situated 
on the side of.Bautzen, occasioned a most ani¬ 
mated ^ipd glorious cpmbat. He had to fight 
an enemy, without exaggeration, four times as 
strong as himself, yet he did not fall back to the 
position until four o’clock in the afternoon, after 
the enemy had entirely turned his left, and after 
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having resisted the most vigorous attacks on his 
ri^ht flank and front. The obstinacy with 
which the Prussian General Kleist, and the 
Russian Generals Rudiger and Roth, and Co¬ 
lonel MarcofT, defended those heights, and the 
conduct of the troops on the occasion, excited 
the admiration of the whole army. 

“ Whilst the attack was made on this point, 
the enemy was making another on the centre and 
left; but there also he was vigorously received 
by Count Miloradovitch and Prince Eugene of 
Wirtemberg, and constantly repulsed. It being 
very late, his tirailleurs endeavoured, in the 
dark, to gain the woody mountains which com¬ 
mand our extreme left, to alarm us with the 
fear of being turned on that side. The Prince 
of Wirtemberg sent some tirailleurs to drive them 
back. The Emperor sent there Colonel Mi- 
chand, one of his Aides-de-Camp, to direct the 
movements; atid the French were driven back 
as far as the defile of the mountains by which 
they made the attack. 

“ The engagement which the enemy had main¬ 
tained on the points before mentioned lasted un¬ 
til ten o’clock at night, with an uninterrupted 
fire of artilery and nlusketry; it must have cost 
him 6000 men, as he was obliged to force the 
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rlefile of the Spree under the fire of our cannon 
mid small arms. On the left wing the i!orps of’ 
the Prince of Wiftemberg fought with the sam6 
perseverance and courage as that of General 
Kleist did on the? right.’^ • * 


The 21st was a day of the most bloody and 
obstinate conflict recorded in military annals*. 
The Allied army under the orders of Count 
Witgenstein, in position, in advance ofWurs- 
chen and Hochkirch, was attacked by the 
enemy at day-break, commanded by Buona¬ 
parte in person, who had assembled all his 
forces for this effort. The ground selected by 
the Allies to resist the enemy’s approach, on the 
great roads to Silesia and the Oder, was bounded 
on the left by a range of mountains which sepa¬ 
rates Lusatia from Bohemia, through which 
Marshal Daun marched to the battle and victory 
of Hochkirch. 

Some strong commanding heights, on which 
batteries had been constructed, near the village 

^ This statement is principally compiled from the admira¬ 
ble Dispatch of Sir Charles Stewart, the British Ambassadw 
Plenipotentiary to the Court of Berlin, dated Goldberg, the 
24th of May, 1813.—The accounts given by this distinguished 
officer and statesman, of the movements of the different ar¬ 
mies, their order of battle^ &c. are so clear and correct, as 
to entitle him to the warmest eulogiums that can be oflered. 
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of Jackowitz, and separated from the chain of 
mountains by streams and marshy ground, 
formed the appui to the left flank of the posi¬ 
tion. Heyond, and in front of it, many batte¬ 
ries were pushed forward, defended by infantry 
and cavalry, on a ridge that projected into the 
low ground, near the Spree River. It then ex¬ 
tended to the right, through villages which 
were strongly entrenched, across the great roads 
leading from Bautzen to Hochkirch and Gorlitz; 
from thence, in front of the village of Bourthe- 
witz, to three or four commanding hills, which 
rise abruptly in a* conical shape, and form strong 
features; these, with the high ground of Kreck- 
witz, were strengthened by batteries, and were 
considered the right point of the line. The 
ground in the front was favourable for cavalry, 
except in some marshy and uneven parts, where 
it would impede its operations. Fleshes were 
constructed,^ and entrenchments thrown up at 
advantageous distances on the plain, along the 
front of which ran a deep boggy rivulet, which 
extended round the right of the position. On 
the extreme right, the country was flat and 
woody, intersected by roads bearing towards 
the Bober and the Oder. General Barclay de 
Tolly's corps was stationed here, as a manoeu¬ 
vring corps, placed to guard against the enemy's 
attempts on the right and rear of the Allies ; the 
extent* of the whole line was between three and 
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four English miles.—The different corps occupy- 
ina: it were as follows: General Kleist^s and 
General D’York’s corps in echellon, and in re¬ 
serve, on the right; General Blucher’s, Count 
Witgenstein's, and General Miloradovitch’s, 
formed on the left; and the guards and grena¬ 
diers, and all the Russian cavalry, were stationed 
in reserve in the centre. 

The enemy evinced, early in the action, a 
determination to press the flanks of the Allies; 
he had thrown a very strong corps into the 
mountains on the left of the "A Hies, which fa¬ 
voured his species of warfare ; but General Mi- 
loradovitch was prepared here, having detached 
Prince Carchikoff and Count Osterman, with 
ten battalions of light troops, and a large corps 
of Cossacks, with their artillery, under Colonel 
Davidoft, to occupy these hills. After a very 
strong tiraillade in this quarter, and a distant, 
cannonading on the right of the Allies, which 
commenced the action, the enemy began to de- 
velope his forces, and to move his different co¬ 
lumns of attack, to their stations. The con¬ 
test in the mountains beoame gradually warmer, 
and he supported it by a very powerful line of 
artillery. The Prince of Wirtemberg's and 
General St. Priest’s divisions of General Milo- 
radovitch’s corps were here sharply engaged, 
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^and a charge of cavalry succeeded against some 
guns ofthe enemy, one of which was taken. 

Buonaparte was now visible on a commanding 
spot directing the battle. He deployed in front 
of the town of Bautzen his guards, cavalry, and 
lancers, and shewed heavy columns of infantry 
on the esplanade before it, bringing up besides 
a number of brigades of artillery, with which he 
occupied some advantageous heights between 
the Allies position and Bautzen, that were fa¬ 
vourable to support his attacks. These demon¬ 
strations denoted *an effort in this direction, and 
a disposition j\'as accordingly made with Gene¬ 
ral Blucher’s corps and the cavalry to meet it: 
but an increasing fire, and a more lively can¬ 
nonade on the right, made it ultimately no 
longer doubtful where his chief attempt was 
aimed. Columns of attack, under cover of a 
heavy fire, were noyy in motion from the enemy’s 
left, while others were filing’ to gain the right of 
the Allies, and General Barclay de Tolly was 
attacked by a very superior force under Marshal 
Ney and General Lauriston; and, notwithstand¬ 
ing the most gallant efforts, was forced to aban¬ 
don the villages of ^lutz and Cannervitz. 

General Barclay de Tolly had orders, if out¬ 
numbered, to change the ground he occupied 
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in front of Cannervitz and Prieslitz, and to place' 
himself on the heights surrounding the. villages* 
of Rachel anS Baruth, by which the army would 
change its position on the left, and cover the 
main roads through Wurtzeii and Hochkirch to 
the rear; but the enemy outflanked him on the 
right, while they warmly engaged him in front, 
and occupied those heights before him, which 
determined him to throw himself on the right of 
Wurschen, where the Imperial head-quarters 
had been, and which equally answered his ob¬ 
ject. When it was perceived that General Bar¬ 
clay de Tolly was pressed by immense odds. 
General Bluchcr was ordered to move to his 
right, and attack the enemy in flank. 

General Blucher was afterwards supported by 
Generals Kleist and D’York, and here a most 
sanguinary contest ensued: these attacks suc¬ 
ceeded in checking the enemy.—;A charge of 
4000 of the Allied cavalry on columns of the* 
enemy’s infantry, which had carried the village 
of Krecknitz, completely repulsed him, and the 
Prussians again occupied it. Still these efforts 
were arrested by the enemy’s bringing up fresh 
troops, and though partial successes^ were ob¬ 
tained, the general issue was in suspense, 

« 

A momentary advantage being gained by the 
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enemy, in consequence of General Barclay de 
Tolly's piovcments, he lost no time in making 
eVery exertion to push it to the utmost, renew¬ 
ing, at the same time, his attack on the Russian 
left flank, and assaulting the batteries that co¬ 
vered the conical heights, as also those of 
Kreckwitz on the right—he made himself mas¬ 
ter of the latter, and of one of the batteries of the 
Allies, which gave him, in some degree, the 
key of the position, as it commanded the low 
ground on the right and centre of it. 

In every other part of the line the Allies firmly 
sustained the conflict—but it soon became appa¬ 
rent that the enemy had not only superior 
forces to fight them at all points, but he had 
also the means of prolonging his flank march on 
their right, thus threatening their communica¬ 
tions, and menacing their rear. 

It might have been easy by a general assault 
of the grenadiers, and guards in reserve, to have 
recovered the heights of Kreckwitz, yet the 
pressure round the flank on Barclay de Tolly's 
corps would have again necessitated the speedy 
abandonment of them, and when these troops* 
moved to their point of attack, the centre, where 
the enemy still shewed a powerful force, would 
have been-endangered*. The Allies were there- 
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fore induced to change their position at five 
olclock in the evening. 


Russian Journal* of the Operations of the^Xsi 

of May. 

“ Night put an end to the combat of the 20th ; 
nothing had yet taken place out of the position. 
The 21st, at half-past four in the morning, the 
enemy commenced by attacking the left, se¬ 
conded by a brisk fire of tirailleurs, which he 
had posted in the mountains, where he had also 
pushed forward some men to Cunevalde, to an¬ 
noy us upon this flank. The Couiitde Milora- 
dovitch and the Prince of Wirtemberg, never¬ 
theless, repelled with intrepidity all the attacks 
on this side: they were renewed with the same 
vivacity at mid-day. 

“ However, between 6 and 7 o'clock, the 
attack had equally commenced by a brisk can-^ 
nonade, and a smart fire of musketry, upon the 
right wing of the line, where the corps were 
pasted under the orders of General Barclay de 
Tolly. The enemy was infinitely superior iit 
numbers, and endeavoured, protected by the 
forest which covered him, to outflank thfs corps. 
The General Barclay de Tolly was posted on the 
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heights, where there is a windmill near Gleina. 
* He extended his line during the battle towards 
the height, situated near Baruth, named La 
Voigtshutte. It was necessary to reinforce this 
corps. It was accomplished > General Kleist 
received orders to carry his troops to that point, 
fie made an attack as brisk as well combined, 
and forced the enemy to renounce the advantages 
w'hich his superiority of numbers gave him. 
General Blucher sustained this attack with his 
two brigades, and by this sudden mov^ement 
the enemy was obliged to give up his project of 
turning the righj: wing, as he had been that of 
turning the left. 

“ During all these attacks, he kept up a conti¬ 
nual fire of artillery and small arms, principally 
upon the centre, upon which, however, he 
made no positive attempt. Suddenly the attack 
began upon the heights of Kreckwitz, which 
General BlucHer’s corps occupied. He took 
advantage of the moment when this General left 
this position, with a part of his corps, to sustain 
that of General Barclay de Tolly, for the pur¬ 
pose of a vigorous attack. The enemy ap¬ 
proached the heights, from three sides at once, 
with the greatest part of his forces, which had 
formed into three columns for the attack, which 
established on this point a decided superiority. 
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The tirailleurs posted themselves in tlie village 
ofKreckwitz. General D*York arrived to their 

4 

relief, and the village was retaken. The troops 
defended these heights with an obstinacy beyond 
example. Four battalions of the Russian guards 
advanced to sustain General lllucher. In the 
meantime, the left wing, under the orders of 
Count de Miloradovitch, had pushed forward, 
taken many cannon from the enemy, destroyed 
some battalions, and was in advance. 

The conflict became more sanguinary every 
moment. The instant was arrived wherein it 
was necessary to bring all our means into action, 
and risk all, or put an end to the battle. We 
determined upon the latter. To expose all to 
the hazard of a single day would have been to 
play the game of Napoleon; to preserve our 
forces to reap advantages from a war more diffi¬ 
cult to the enemy as it is prolonged, is that of 

9 

the Allies. We commenced a retreat. We* 
made it in full day-light, under the eyes of the 
enemy, at seven in the evening, as upon a pa¬ 
rade, without hjs being able to gain a single 
trophy, whilst the combined army had taken 
from him in these three memorable days, by 
the valour and constancy of the troops, twelve 
pieces of cannon, made 3000 prisoners, amongst ^ 
whom are four Generals, and many officers of 
VOL. II. I . > 
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chslinctioii. The least exaggerated accounts 
^tate the, loss of the French at 14,000 men, that 

r 

of the Allies does not exceed 6000. 

“ Nothing could equal the cofirage and perse¬ 
verance with which the arrnv fought, but the 
mng froid and order with which it retired. 

The spirit of th(! troops is the same as on the 
first day of the campaign.’’ 

The determination being taken to place the 
Allied army in a new position, the troops were 
in motion about seven o’clock in the evening, 
for the ground between Weissenberg and Hoch- 
kirch. The enemy opened immediately a tre¬ 
mendous fire from the heights of Kreckwitz and 
the village of Cannewitz, on the retiring co¬ 
lumns; but every gun was withdrawn from the 
batteries, and the troops moved ofi' in the greatest 
regularity. The corps of Generals Barclay dc 
Tolly, D’York, Blucher, and Kleist, marched 
off from their right to \Teissenbcrg—those of 
Witgenstein and Miloradovitch from their left 
to Hochkirch. The retreat was made in echelon, 
covered by the cavalry; the enemy did not attempt 
to further molest it, and it was conducted with 
the most perfect order. General Kleist*s corps 
foriped the rear-guard to the corps moving on 
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Weisseiibcrg, and a battery of 40 pieces, plauttxl 
by Count Witgenstein on the heights of AViwt- 
zen, impeded the enemy’s advance. (Jtnieral 
Miloradovitch povered the retreat ofthp troops 
on Hochkirch, and tlie army were in their po¬ 
sition at night. The force of the Allies, in this 
sanguinary contest, did not exceed ().'5,000 men; 
this would alone prove the correctness of my pre¬ 
vious assertion, that the Russians had relaxed 
in their efforts between the months of January 
and May.—Had they brought forward their 
troops at that period in greater number, they 
would probably not again have been engaged on 
their side of the Elbe.—The forca of the enemy 
amounted to 120,000. In the different affairs 
which took place from the 19th to the 22d in¬ 
clusive, the French only took 19 pieces of 
cannon. 


Russian Narrative of the Events of the of 

May, 1819. 

The army ttad fallen back before night on 
Weissenberg. But the advanced corps continued 
to occupy the front in advance of Wurschen un¬ 
til morning, when they commenced their move¬ 
ment on Reichenbach. The enemy’s army, 
commanded by Napoleon in person, then pushed 
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forward in the hope of cutting off Count Milo- 
radovitch, with the victorious troops; of the left 
wing, who had orders to march on Reichen* 
bach by the road of Lobau. ,This enterprise 
was defeated by the activity and prudence of 
fehe chiefs. A part of our troops had taken up 
a position behind Reichenbach, whilst the ad¬ 
vanced-guard defended that place. The enemy 
endeavoured to dislodge them by demonstrations 
of cavalry and the fire of artillery; the attempt 
continued without effect, till the moment when 
a strong column o/infantry began to deploy; the 
troops then fell back behind the town, leaving 
only two battalions of chasseurs to defend the 
entrance of the defiles. These two battalions 
made such an obstinate resistance, that the 
enemy was obliged to advance in considerable 
strength; at length he thought his cavalry could 
act with effect. He ordered a corps to charge 
and to pass through Reichenbach; the attack 
w as received by a body of cavalry destined to 
cover the chasseurs, and that of the enemy 
which had entered Reichenbach, scarcely a man 
escaped the Russian charge, and the fire of the 
infantry, 

“ This reverse irritated Napoleon; 800 men of 
the guard, with a regiment of lancers, sup¬ 
ported by 3 or 3000 horse, attempted to turn and 
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take in the rear a battery, which had been placed 
on an eminence on the left. General Colbert 
conducted*this attack. Our cavalry was obliged 
to give way, but an instant after a regiment of 
hussars, and a party of Cossacks were on the 
flank of Napoleon’s guards; other detachments 
threw themselves forward, and the enemy was 
put in complete rout, after having lost some* 
hundreds of men killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The following morning the rear-guard continued 
its march on Gorlitz, without the enemy daring 
to annoy it, and in this manner the combined 
armies have executed th^ir movements from 
Bautzen, without having lost even the wheel of 
a gun-carriage.” 

On the 23d, the French cavalry were pushed 
forward in order to cut olF, if possible, some 
part of the retreating artillery and baggage; but 
they did not experience much success. The 
first brigade of them was led by Lefebvre, and 
who, on this occasion, would probably have 
been made prisoner, had not Latour Mau- 
bourg, with four divisions, come up to his 

A 

support. 

The enemy stated thefr loss on the 20th and 
21 St at 11 or 12,000 men in killed and wounded, 
but from other account^ we have reason to be- 
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liovc it was much greater. Marshal Duke ot 
Frjuli and several olficers of note were killed. 

t 

Thus the Allies, in a few weeks, gave two 
decided battles to infinitely superior numbers: 
no day passed without trophies of victory ar¬ 
riving at head-(]iKirtcrs of the army—no day 
without affairs or skirmishes in which they 
uniformly had tlie advantage. (Committed to a 
dcs]ierate battle at Lutzen, where they tri¬ 
umphantly stood and conquered, and from which 
the difficulty of getting up ammunition alone 
obliged tlu'm to retire, they had executed the 
passage of the Elbe, than which no more diffi¬ 
cult operation can be conceived, in the presence 
of a superior enemy, and traversed an extent of 
country of nearly JOO miles, retiring, contending 
position after position, and carrying with tlunn 
between 6 and 700 pieces of cannon, without 
losing a gun or sacrificing any of their baggage. 

The Allied Army continued to retreat on 
Breslaw and Schweidnitz. 

On the 27 th of May the Imperial head-quar¬ 
ters were at Striegau, and on the 28th at Sch- 
W'eidnitz. On the 26th a most brilliant affair 
took plage between the cavalry under the orders 
of General Blucher, and a division of the enemy 
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under General Maison, debouching fi*oni Hay- 
nau. Sir Charles Stewart mentions ^this atVair 
as one of tlie most distinguished cavalry attacks, 
against squares of infantry, that has been known 
in this war. The Prussian cavalry were dex¬ 
terously concealed behind favourable ground to 
accomplish their object. The impetuosity to 
attack was so great, the signal was given before 
the enemy were sufficiently advanced, and the 
result was not so decisive as it otherwise would 
have been; but twelve pieces of cannon and 
thirteen hundred prisoners fell into the hands of 
the Allies. * 


The following is the Prussian official account of 

this affair, 

“ The Prussian army, united with the corps of 
the Russian General, Barclay de Tolly, had their 
bivouac near Haynau, on the 25th of May. Crfi 
the 26 th, they marched in two columns to*wards 
Liegnitz. The first column was composed of 
the corps of Barclay de Tolly and D* York ; the 
•second of the corps of Gen. Blucher. The rear¬ 
guard halted on theother side of Haynau, in order 
to oppose the enemy, who" usually pushed on 
from eleven o’clock in the morning till night. 
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“ As the enemy advanced, General Blucher 
ordered l^is column to retire through the plains 
of Haynau to Steudentz and GolsdorfF, leav-^ 
ing twenty-one squadrons of cavalry, with 
twentyrtwo pieces of flying artillery, under the 
command of General Von Ziethen, in the 
enemy’s rear. General Von Ziethen observed 
the strength of the enemy from the windmill of 
Bandinansdorff, which was ordered to be fired, as 
a signal for the Prussian cavalry to attack, 
and for the rear-guard to halt and oppose the 
enemy. 

1 

“ At eleven o’clock the enemy appeared from 
Haynau, and '’began a cannonade against the 
Prussian rear-guard under the command of 
Colonel Mulins, which took a position on the 
heights of Haynau. It was only a reconnois- 
sance of Marshal Ney. About five o’clock in 
the evening the enemy defiled from Haynau, 
and attacked oar rear-guard, which retired, ac¬ 
cording to the preconcerted dispositions. 

‘‘ General V^on Ziethen, seeing a French divi¬ 
sion following our rear-guard, resolved to strike 
a great blow, and, trusting to the gallantry of 
the troops, gave orders to suffer the enemy to 
pass on, and to attack him in rear; but our 
cavalry had already quitted their ambuscade. 
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and advanced against the right flank of the 
enemy. The windmill was fired, and the whole 
of the rear-gtiard made front against the French, 
who formed themselves in squares. 

“ Dispositions had been made for the horse- 
artillery to throw the enemy into disorder, at 
which time the cavalry were to have attacked 
them ; but the impatience of the latter allowed 
no time for the artillery to produce the desired 
eft'ect. After one discharge of cannon, the 
cavalry rushed in upon the enemy's squares, 
which were successively destroyed. His firing 
ceased, and a battery of twelve guns, with 
thirteen hundred prisoners, fell fnto our hands. 
When the dust, which had concealed him, 
cleared away, we saw the remainder of General 
Maison's division retreating on Haynau. 

“ The battle lasted only half an hour, and not 
a single man of our infantry was engaged, it hail¬ 
ing marched towards Liegnitz. 

“ The brigade of General Von Ziethen alone 
•remained on the heights behind Golsdorff." 

On the 27 th, eight squadrons of Russian 
cavalry, half Cossacks, attacked, near Goldberg, 
twelve squadrons of the enemy's Cuirassiers 
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Napoleon; made 400 men and several officers 
f)risoners. A partizan corps also captured a 
Isrge ammunition park, and several prisoners.— 
General Blucher^s corps d’armee retired on the 
f rt se 1 a u, on the Striegau River, while 
the main army took up its position near Sch- 
weidiiitz. 


Proposals, encouraged by the Austrian Cabi¬ 
net, for an armistice and a congress for a general 
peace were about this period made by Buona¬ 
parte to the Emperor Alexander, in which the 
great, the constant, the unremitting enmity and 
hostility of Napoleon to Great-Britain (“ the 
only enemy before whom the star of Napoleon 
has always looked pale^’) is prominent in his 
recurrence to the obsolete treaty of Utrecht*.— 

^ * « The Emperor, Napoleon has proposed the meeting of a 
Congress at Prague for a general peace. On the side of France 
there would arrive at this Congress the plenipotentiaries of 
France, those of the United States of America, of Denmark, 
the King of Spain, and all the allied princes; and on the op¬ 
posite side, those of England, Ru^sia, Prussia, the Spanish in¬ 
surgents, and the other Allies of that belligerent mass. Jn 
this Congress would be established the basis of a long peace. 
But it is doubtful w hether England is inclined to submit her 
egotistic and unjust principles to the censorship and opinion 
of the universe j for there is no power, however inconsiderable. 
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That is, wb^t France and all Europe have not 
been able to wrcisi from Great-Britain by force, 
h(^ pro]50ses i*o extort from u*- by the chichane* 
of iK'^j^oeiation. The schi^me was a cl(?cp one :—it 
was intenfled to produce in its eflects, a substitute 
for what he termed the Continental Si/stem. 

that docs not preliminarily clcurn the privileges attached to 
its sovcrcij»nty, and which are consecrated by the articles of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, respecting maritime navigation. 

“ If lingland, from that feeling of cgoti>m upon which her 
policy is founded, refn-es to eo-operate in this grand work of 
the peace of the world, because she w;ishes to exclude the 
universe from that clement n Inch constitutes three-fourths 
of the glohe, the Emperor, nevertheless, pivposes a meeting 
at jh’ague, of the plenipotentiaries of all the belligerent powers, 
to settle the peace of the Continent. Hif> Majesty offers, even 
to stipulate at the moment ivhcn the Congress shall be formed, 
an armistice between the diflercrit armies, in order to put a 
stop to the eflusioii of Iniinan blood. 

These |}rinciples are conformable to the views of Austria. 
It now remains to be seen what the Courts of England, Russia, 
and Prussia will do. 

** The distance of the United States of America ought not 
to form a reason for CTCcluJiug them. The Congress might 
still be opened, and the deputies', of the United States would 
have time to arrive before the conclusion of the discussions, 
in order to stipulate for their rights and interests. 


** Moniteur'* 
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Great-Britain, by the Treaty of Utrecht, con- 
^ eluded in 1713 , was under the humiliating ne¬ 
cessity of admitting free bottoms to make free 
goods. At this period France, Spain, Holland, 
Denmark, and Sweden, had-powerful navies, 
more numerous and better appointed, though 
never better officered, than that of Great-Britain. 
In every subsequent war England added to her 
maritime superiority ; and by every treaty since 
that of Utrecht to the peace of Amiens, her 
rights in this respect have been acknowledged 
by other powers, not always openly it is true, 
but tacitly, by treaties that did not even refer 
to the Treaty of Utrecht. In 1739? war was 
declared agaihst Spain, expressly for the main¬ 
tenance of our maritime greatness: in the peace 
of Aix la Chapelle, in 1730, after a war of ten 
years, nothing is said respecting the right of 
search, though the war was commenced to de¬ 
prive us of that right. The war of 1736, which 
terminated in 1763, left our rights unimpaired ; 
and the last grand struggle by the Armed Neu¬ 
trality^ of which Russia was the head, produced 
the acknowledgment of our rights by that 
power. 

Let it then be enquired for what have we 
fought, bled, and conquered ? Has it not been 
for rights rising out of our insular situation, 
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founded on our power, and necessary, not merely 
to our dignity and greatness, but to our existence 
as a free and independent people; (for the latter 
must cease when the former is sacrificed) and 
have not those rights enabled us successftilly to 
rope with the machinations of our enemy ? 

Hostilities between the contending armies 
ceased on the 1st of June, and the armistice was 
signed and ratified on the 4th. 

The Duke of Vicenza, having been appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary b5^ Buonaparte;— 
Count SchouvalofF, Lieutenant-General and 
Aide-de-Cam{i.to the Emperor of all the Rus- 
tias, &c. &c. and Lieutenant-General Kleist, in 
the service of his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
&c. &c. furnished with full powei'S by his £x<^ 
cellency the General of Infantry, Barclay de 
Tolly, General-in-Chief of the Combined 
Armies; after having exchanged their full powers 
at Gebersdorff, the 1st of June, and signed a 
suspension of arms for thirty-six hours, at the 
village of Pleivcitz, neutralized for that purpose, 
between the advanced .posts of the respective 
aitnies, to continue the, negociation for an 
Armistice, proper to suspend hostiJUties, agreed 
upon the following articles 
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ARMISTICE. 

r 

Art. I.—Hostilities shall cease upon all points 
upon the notification of the present armistict*. 

Art. II.—The armistic^e shall last to the 8th 
(20th) of .Inly inclusive. Hostilities not to 
commence without giving’ six day’s notice. 

Art. III.—Hostilities shall not consequently 
re-cornmence till'six days after the denunciation 
of the armistice at the respective head-quar¬ 
ters. 

Art. IV.—The line of demarkation between 
the belligerent armies is fixed as follows : 

In Silesia—The line of demarkation of the 
combined army, setting out from the frontiers of 
Bohemia, shall pass through Dettelback, Gaf- 
fendorf, Landshut; follow the Bober to Rudel- 
stadt; pass from thence through Bolkenhayn, 
Striegau, follow the Strieganerausser to Ganth, 
and join the Oder by passing through Bettlcm, 
Olfaschin, and AlthofF. The combined army 
shall bq at liberty to occupy the towns of Land- 
shut, Rudelstadt, Bolkenhayn, Striegau, and 
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Cianth, as well as their suburbs. The line of* 
the French army also setting out from the fron-* 
tier which touches Bohemia, shall pass through 
Seffershauf, Alt Jlamnitz, follow the course of 
the small river ^V'hich falls into the liober, not 
far from Bcrtelsdorf; afterwards from the Bober 
to Lab 11 ; from thence to Neukiek, upon the 
Katzbach, by the most direct line, from whence 
it will follow the course of that river to the 
Oder. 

The towns of Parchwitz, Leignitz, Goldberg, 
and Lahn, no matter on what ^/ide the river they 
are situated, may, as well their suburbs, be oc¬ 
cupied by the French troops. 


All the territory between the French and com- 

^ • 

billed armies shall be iK'Utral, and cannot be 
occupied by any troops, not ('ven by the Land- 
turm. This disposition consi'/iueiitly applies 

i 

to the town of Breslaw. 

From the mouth of the Katzbach, the line of 
demarkation shall follow the course of the Oder 
to the frontiers of Saxony and Prussia, and join 
the Elbe in passing the Oder, not far from 
Mulrose, and following the frontiers of Prussia, 
so that all Saxony, the country of Dessau, and 
the small states surrounding the Princes of the 
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Confederation of the Rhine, shall belong to the 
trench army, and all Prussia shall belong to the 
combined army. 

The*Prussian territories in Saxony shall be 
considered neutral, and shall not be occupied by 
any troops. 

The Elbe, to its mouth, fixes and determines 
the line of demarkation between the belligerent 
armies, with the exception of the points here¬ 
after mentioned. 

The French army shall remain in possession 
of the Isles; of every thing which it occupied 
in the 32d military division, on the 27th May 
(8th June), at midnight. 

If .Hamburg is only besieged, that town shall 
i)e treated like other besiea:ed towns. All the 
articles of the present armistice, which are re¬ 
lative to them, are applicable to it. 

The line of the advanced posl:s of the bellige¬ 
rent armies, at the epoph of the 27th of May, 
(June 8), a*t midnight, shall form for the 32d 
military division, that of the demarkation of the 
Armistice, with the military alterations, which 
the respective Commandants shall judge nc- 
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cessary. These alterations shall he made in 
concert with an Officer of the Staff of each army, 
upon the principle of perfect reciprocity. 

Art. V.—Th^ fortresses of Dantzic, Modlin, 
Zamose, Stettin, and Custrin, shall be re-vic- 
tualled every five days, according to the force of 
their garrisons, through the care of the com¬ 
manders of the blockading troops. 

A Commissary, appointed by the Comman¬ 
dant of each place, shall be with one of the be¬ 
sieging troops, to see that the stipulated pro¬ 
visions an‘ exactly supplied. 

Art. VI.—During the time of the armistice, 
every fortress shall have beyond its walls an 
extent of a French league. This ground shall 
be neutral. Magdeburg will consequently have 
its frontier a league upon the right bank of the 
Elbe. 

Art. VII.—A French officer shall be sent into 
each of the besieged places, to inform the Com- 
ftiandant of the conclusion of the Armistice,'and 
of its re-victualling. A Russian of Prussian 
officer shall accompany him during the journey, 
both going and coming* 

VOL. II. 
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Art. VIII.—Commissaries named on both 
sides, in <each place, shall fix the price of pro¬ 
visions furnished. ^ This account settled at the 
end of every month, by the Commissioners 
charged with maintaining the arinistice, shall be 
paid at the head-quarters, by the Paymaster- 
General of the army. 

Art. IX.—Officers of the Staff shall be ap¬ 
pointed on either side, to regulate, in concert, 
the general line of demarkation, respecting points 
which shall not be deterinined by running 
water, and respecting which there may arise 
any difficulty. 

Art. X.—All the movements of the troops 
shall be so regulated that each army shall 
occupy its new line on the 12th of June (31st 
May). 

All the corps, or parts of the combined army 
which may be beyond the Elbe, or in Saxony, 
shall return into Prussia. 

Art. XI.—Officers of the French and Com¬ 
bined Armies shall be dispatched conjointly to 
cguse hbstilities to cease on all points, and ipake 
the Armistice known. 
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The respective Commanders-in-Chief shall 
furnish them with the necessary powers. 

Art. XII,—On both sides two Commissioners, 
General OllJcers, shall be appointed to watch 
over the stipulations of the present armistice. 
They shall remain in the line of neutrality at 
Neumarkt, to decide upon such disputes as may 
occur. 

These Commissioners shall proceed there 
within twentyifour hours, in order to expedite 
Officers and orders that m*ay be sent in conse¬ 
quence of the present armistic^. Done, &c.” 

, i 

Never had Austria had so encouraging an 
opportunity to come forward manfully in the 
field, and never did she appear so lamentably 
to shrink from the duties of her high character. 
She refused her support to the common cai^^, 
when she held the means which might give 
liberty to Europe in her hands. 

General Witgenstein ceased to command the 
allied armies previous to the armistice being 
agreed upon; and Gen. Barclay de Tolly, who had 
been superseded by the appointment of the late 
Field-Marshal Kutusoff, was again raised to 
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th<i head of the appointment of Commander-in- 
(.:hi.e.f. 

Immediately after the signing of the armis- 
tice the heacl-qu?irters of the allies were removed 
to Reichenbach, twelve miles beyOnd Schweid- 
nitz. The Commander-in-Chief was at Rcich- 
enbach, and Generals Witgenstein and Blucher 
in front of Sehwcidnitz. 

On the 10th the Commander-in*Chief issued 
the following order from his head-quarters. 

“ His Majesty the Emperor having «?eigned to confer 
on me the Command in Cliief of the Russian and allied 
armies^ I am fully sensible of the importance of all the 
obligations which are attached to it; but, in order to 
meet the innumerable diHiculties which are inseparable 
from it, I confidently rely upon the acknowledged merits 
of all the Generals,—^upon the valour, the constancy, and 
the devotedness of dil the warriors in general. It is in 
this persuasion, I demand the co-operation of all the chiefs 
of corps, divisions, &c. &c. It will be their duty, during 
the armistice, to devote all their attention to put in order 
the iirms, ammunition, and every other object belonging 
to war; to watch over the health of the soldier, and the 
observance of an exact discipline ; to form the young sol- 
diersyn tlte art of war;—in a word, to carry every branch 
to the requisite perfection, in order to run to fresh ex- 
ploits. It is by those means that we shall be in a condi¬ 
tion to appear with glory in the field of honour. War- 
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riorsl'the universe resounds with your high deeds. In 
the midst even of the disasters which hava afflicted your 
country, you have been signalized by victories;—in sfiving 
her, you put our enemies, who constituted the terror of 
the world, to flight. The road traced by their flight has 
been that of your triumphs; if their precipitate inarch 
was at length slackened, and if we left the theatre of our 
victories, it was only in the noble design of arriving at tho 
goal of our wishes. Every one will be convinced of this 
truth, when he considers, that, in tli^; most murderous 
battles which followed, wc have gathered fresh laurels; 
that we have lost neither artillery nor men, except a few 
wounded; and that during the retreat whole batteries and 
battalions have fallen into our hands. 


Such is the fruit of that foresight which has governed 
all our movements and all our operations. Preserve the 
same confidence in your cjiicfs; pay them the most per¬ 
fect submission,—with those sentiments, and the spirit 
which animates you, your arms will meet with no obsta¬ 
cles. Prepare yourselves for new victories : our‘Monarch 
is in the midst of us: he will he a witness of your efforts, 
and reward each according to his merit.*^ 


Previous to concluding this work, I feel it ne¬ 
cessary to enter on a short review of the policy that 
directs the continental courts, and from whiqh a 
judgment may be formed as to the line of con- 
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duct that should be pursued by a British minis- 
ter sent thither; and alpo who are the persons 
best calculated for situations of such great na¬ 
tional importance. 

After the peace of Tilsit, the latter end of 
1807 ) and the beginning of 1808, a number of 
patriots in Prussia united and formed the project 
of wresting the# tortresses on the Oder, Gloga”, 
Custrin, and Stettin, from the French, by enga¬ 
ging the inhabitants of these places to enter into 
their plan, and adopting measures ibr their Iv^hig 
armed. However, tiie difiicultics of •'••o' iding 
arms, and making tlie other iiecer,sa y riTange- 
ments for the executing of such a scnerne, were 
much greater than at fir^t imagined ; and a con¬ 
siderable delay had ^'aken place »vhcn the pe"»'*d 
arrived, that the French were to e. acuate these 
fortresses, and tlie country between the Oder and 
Elbe, according to the stipulations of the 
treaty, but which were not performed by Na¬ 
poleon, in consequence of the non-payment 
of the contribution which was to have been paid 
by Prussia. 

The former plans and objects of the patriots 
now received additional energy ; and they con¬ 
ceived it necessary to form themselves into a se- 
' lect body, with all the mysterious appearance 
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and secret proceedings of a high tribunal, which 
they considered as most certain to carry their 
views sooner and more effectually into execu¬ 
tion ; and they met under the name of the 

United in Virtue 

• > ^ 

The vigilance of the French caused, however, , 
soon after, the director of the Prussian police at 
Berlin, Mr. Gennert, who presided.at their meet¬ 
ings, to fly to Koningsberg, after having lost all 
the papers ana documents relative to the society; 
and to throw iiiuiself under the protection of 
the King ^ f Prussia, who became somewhat in- 
terestea hi the plan. 

Baron dc *^‘^ein f, whom I have already had 
occasion to mention, con-in-hw to Count Wal- 

* Togend-Vereind, or Tugend-Bui«d.—A singular perver¬ 
sion of the meaning of these words happened at a review, 
where the French Ruler enquired of a Prussian Colonel if 
he did not belong to the Tugend-Vercind :** but as he gave 
the German words a French pronunciation, they conveyed to¬ 
tally a different meaning, viz. ** Monsieur, n'^tes vous pas de 
Tons gensferin ^to which the officer replying, ** Sire, O ! 

• que non,” Buonaparte quickly retorted Ne dites pas ja, ne 
dites pas <^a,Je connois tous mes gens** 

t Buonaparte in his Bulletin of the 14th of May, 181*3 
makes the following observation on this enterprising charac¬ 
ter. The famous Stein is an object of contempt to an ho- 
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modcii Gimborn, and formerly president from 
the goverrftnent of Westphalia, at Mindcn, at 
present minister of Prussia, fiow took the chair 
as grand master of the United in Virtue^ (Tu- 
gend Vereind,) and not only altered the original 
rules, but enlarged the objects of the Tu- 
,gend Bund, far beyond its first limits, admitting 
as many military men as could be gained over 
to his views; and the original plan of freeing 
from the French the fortresses of the country, from 
the Oder to the Elbe, including Magdeburg, was 
now extended to Westphalia; and, ultimately, 
all Germany was to be liberated by them. Ma¬ 
jor Schill *, a ECjember of this society, the Tu- 

nest people.—He wishes to o4use the mob to revolt against 
the land-owners.—We cannot recover from our surprise, to 
see such sovereigns as the King of Prussia, and more especially 
the Emperor Alexander, on whom nature has bestowed so 
many fine qualities, give the sanction of their names to actions 

so, criminal and atrocious/* 

T' 

* The insurrection and death of this celebrated Prussian 
officer, are of a nature so interesting and important that I can¬ 
not refrain giving the subjoined jiarticulars thereof, which ap¬ 
peared in the Edinburgh Annual Register, a work containing 
statements on all subjects of political and military moment, 

and drawn up with a masterly hand. 

♦ 

t 

This Prussian officer, during the campaigns of 1806, in 
Poland, when so many i»f his countrymen were displaying 
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gend Bund, reckoned too much on its co-ope¬ 
ration, and fajled, falling himself a victitn to his 


the foulest treason, or the rankest cowardice, distinguished 
himself most lionoiirahly; and, in particular, by a number of 
sallies from Colberg. lie was promoted for his good conduct 
to the command of a regiment, and became so popular in con¬ 
sequence, that the milliners at Berlin had their fashionable ar¬ 
ticles a ha Schill, for the ladies, and Schill snuff-boxes were 
manufactured for the men. Throughout the north of Ger¬ 
many Scliill was the idol of the people.—Talcs of his courage, 
of his generosity, and of his famous exploits, were in the 
mouth of every one. Such a man could not bear to remain 
in inaction, while the fale of (Germany was upon the hazard. 
His own unfortunate court was kept passive by its weakness 
and its fears. But the history of Germany had shewn him 
that ind viduals neither greater nor braver than himself, had 
raised arhiies and shaken empires to their foundations; and in 
sueh tim-=;s, hg^ijaight well hope to become another Wallenstein 
in a bettt'r cause. On the 16th of April, 1809, in the evening, 
having taken his regiment a little way out of Berlin to cxercUc 
as usual, he told them of his purpose, and asked who were willing 
to follow him. About 400 declared themselves ready for any 
service to which he whuld lead them, and they took the roa^ 
for Saxony, scattering proclamations over the country. 

Germans,’’ said this heroic Prussian, '' brethren who arc 
groaning under a foreign yoke, the moment is arrived to 
break your chains, ami again tq establish a con'.titution, under 
which you have for centuries lived happy, till the boundless 
ambition of a conqueror has spread these iinineasureable 
miseries among us. Listen to nie, and we shall be what once 
we were. Sound the alarm bells, and let the terrible sign of 
conflagration kindle the pure fire of patriotism in your hearts. 
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patriotic spirit; for Stein’s plan was not suffi¬ 
ciently matured, nor is it perhaps yet: this great 


To arms! to arms ! The pike and the scythe will become 
deadly weapons in a brave man^s {^rasp, till English weapons 
can supply their place. Let every one share in the glory of 
delivering his country, and win m battle repose and happi> 
ness for himself and his children. Let the coward who 

If 

shrinks from this honourable call, be branded with extreme 
shame and detestation! To such a traitor, no German wo¬ 
man will ever give her hand. God is with us and our cause. 
The prayers of the aged will call down blessings on us. Aus¬ 
tria is advancing; the Tyrolese have delivered themselves; 
the Hessians are in arms;—1 too am hastening towards you, 
at the head of tried and determined soldiers. The just cause 
will soon be triumphant, and the former renown of our coun¬ 
try will be restore. To arms! hasten to arms V* He was 
soon joined by considerable numbers, partly consisting of de¬ 
serters from the different armies, wretches caring for nothing 
but plunder, and well pleased to follow a commander who 
must necessarily subsist by plunder, and whom they could at 
any time abandon when it suited their own safety; but his 
other followers were conscripts who fled to his standard, that 
they might shed thg^ blood for the deliverance of Germany, 
rather than in fighting the battles of her enemy, and volun¬ 
teers, high minded youths, and resolute men, some desperate 
because they had been deprived of all, others who abandoned 
all from ar sense of duty. 

% 

0 * 

The people of Saxony were ‘in that state of mind, that upon 
the slightest success great ^numbers would have joined him : 
their King, who from pusillanimity rather than inclination, 
had betrayed the cause of Germany, had taken up his abode 
at Leipzig, lest Dresden should be attacked, though he hoped 
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and deepspeculating man will not, in this instance, 
act without ace,rtai 11 ty ofsuccess, and he continues 

and iniarrined that his country would not become the seat of 
war. The city was illuminated m honour of the victory of 
the French at Echmuhl, and so little were these rejoicings in 
accord with the popular feeling, that the windows of the pa¬ 
lace in which he resided were broken that night. But it 
was among the ihhabitants of the new kingdom of Westpha¬ 
lia, that Schill expected to find most adherents;—even the 
Hessians, though they had been sold by their former princes 
like bullocks, v\ ere indignant at the manner in which their 
government had been usurped, and Colonel Y&ii DoiT*iiberg, 
following ScliilFs example, raised the standard of insurrection 
among them. 

m 

The seizure of the Electorate of Hesse by Buonaparte, has 
past almost without notice among the more extensive usurpa¬ 
tions of that atrocious Corsican; it was, however, an act of 
consummate perfidy and injustice. Immediately after the bat¬ 
tle of Jena, the French government demanded of the Elector 
whether he would remain neutral in the Prussian war, and 
required as a pledge of neutrality that he should disband his 
army, which at that time consisted of 40,000 men. The 
Elector being in no condition to refuse, complied, notwith¬ 
standing his attachment to Prussia, and retained only an esta¬ 
blishment of4000, who were dispersed through the country. A 
few weeks afterwards, 30,000 French and Dutch under Mor- 
tier and Louis Buonaparte entered flesse, proceeded towards 
Cassel, and requested permission oT the Elector to pasd through 
the town on their way to Hanover. • No danger was appre¬ 
hended ; the next day was appointed for their passage, afid 
their appearance was expected as a spectacle. They advanced 
in great numbers, the people high and low, and the Elector 



140 


to pursue quietly bis favorite plans, without 
being ted therefrom by such impetuous men as 
vSchill and others. 


Inrn.sclf among them, went ont to see them march. Farther 
leave was requested that they might encamp before the town 
that night; this also could not be denied, and the inhabitants 
were ordered to furnish the soldiers with whatever they wanted. 
Nothing which could in the slightest degree excite suspicion 
had occurred, and the astonishment of the people maybe 
conceived, when day broke, and they perceived that the 
French had spent the night in ejecting batteries, and planting 
artillery against the town. An ofticer nas soon sent tc thr 
Elector, commanding him to disarm his suldiers .mmediately, 
and surrender his capital. It wa.] in vain that he protested 
against this infamous usurpation. Mortier reph-^d, he 
had received orders from his Sovereign to take possession of 
Hesse, and disarm the Hessian troop'- ; that on the least de- 
murral, he should proceed to enforce Lis orders; that th'^ 
Elector himself had seen how well abie he was to execute the 
service on which he was sent; that three hours were allowed 
him to form his resolution, and that the French General ex¬ 
pected he would leave Cassel before that term should ek.pse. 
What could be ^one ? there were only 1800 troops in the 
city,—the Elector left his capital, and took the road towards 
Holstein, where his brother was governor, and the French 
entered as conquerors. But the indignation of the Hessian 
soldiers was excessive; they ran through the streets weeping 
for rage and shame, and exclaiming that their Prince did not 
thinlc them worth being shot for him. The greater part of 
the cayalry mounted their horses, and resolutely left the city, 
determined to cut their way through the French, or die m 
the attempt, rather than submit to be disarmed. At this 
time, the French themselves had not yet lost all sense of ho- 
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Napoleoii, who dreaded Baron Stein, recalled 
liiiri to his jjosvsessions in Hanover, but failed 


iiour or humanity; it was the first service of impudent and na¬ 
ked villany upon whiclf they had been employed; they seemed 
a&hamed of the vile business on which they were employed, and 
made scarcely any attempt to impede the passage of men, 
whose honourable feelings they could not but regard with envy. 
The foot soldiers could not escape in like manner; most of 
them, however, destroyed their arms. When the French came 
fo the castle gate to dismiss the guard and occupy their post, 
tile subaltern officer of the guard, who was a venerable old man, 
♦epoed forward:—I have ventured my life for my Prince,^' 
.-aid he, anu the t' lrs burst from him as he spoke, "and I 
never yet surrendered my arms: you are the last who should 
have them.’* With that he dashed his bwmrd upon the stones 
and broke it in pieces, anc*. in a moment every soldier of the 
iiuarJ did the same. 4bout a week afterwards four millions 
of dollars were lev' d u^on th*: town ; the pictures and the 
riuseum wtr*' transported to Paris, the Elector’s palace 
gutted, and all effects that were not thought worth sending 
into France sold by auction. 

■ 

The character of the pupfiet King of Westphalia was not ■' 
such as would reconcile an indignant people to their change 
of masters. Without virtue to resi.st the will of his brother 
like Lucien, and without ambition to make him heartily co¬ 
operate in the nefarious career wherein he was engaged, 
Jef-ome Buonaparte abandoned himself to* very species of li* 
centiousness. This course of life* had so wasted his constitu¬ 
tion, that it was cui .'ently reported‘he was ordered by his 
physician to bathe every morning in a tub of claret. The 
Brunswickers compared this wretch with their late prince (a 
man excellent in all things, and void of blame, if his wretched. 
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to succeed, for he remained firm in his plan, 
and aHowed his domains and property to be 

manifesto could be blotted from remembrance); they hated 
him for the contrast, and even the Very peasants of those 
provinces, where vassalage had been abolished by the revo¬ 
lution, despised the upstart. Dornebcrg laid a plan for sur¬ 
prising and carrying him off; it failed, and Dorneberg find¬ 
ing that the people did not join him, and that the English, 
who were expected and earnestly hoped for in the North of 
Germany, did not app< ar, consulted his own safety, by es¬ 
caping as quietly as he could. 

7’he accounts wlneii have appeared of these important 
transactions arc exceeiliugly defective. It is only known that 
Schill entered VVirteinberg, Dessau, Halbcr«tadt, and Halle, 
and many other places, seizing the public chests, stores, and 
arms, wherever he could find them; that he traversed 
Saxony, Hesse, and Hanover, reached Lunenberg, and then 
hoisted the arms of Great-Britain. But his hopes that a 
British force would land were disappointed. Buonaparte, 
fully aware how dangerous such an enemy might prove, or- 
der'ed 60,000 troops to march against him from all quarters; 
and Jerome issu^ a proclamation, declaring that as he act¬ 
ed without any authority front his own Sovereign, he was in 
the situation of a pirate at sea, and setting a price upon his 
head. From all quarters the troops of the various states of 
the confederacy, Dutch and Danes, the vassals,, and the 
more degraded f^ple who cloaked tfieir vassalage under the 
term of aliance, pressed upon him. Afu^r keeping the whole 
North of Germany in, alarm, he was at length, with about 
4000 men, compelled to re-cross the Elbe; he then overrun 
Mecklenbui^, took possession of Wiemar and Bostock, and 
at those places embarked his sick and wonnded, meaning, as 
it appears, to put to sea, and secure himself in some island 
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confiscated by tlie French Ruler. Having thus 

lost all what he once possessed, togeljier with 

• 

of the Baltic till the English should relieve him. But he 
was now closely pursued by a superior force of Dutch, under 
Gen. Gratieu, and of Danes, a brave and noble-minded people, 
doomed thus again to disgrace themselves, and serve the cause 
of the arch tyrant. After many skirmishes, in all of which he dis¬ 
played bis great military talents, he appeared, on the;25th May, 
before Stralsund, and overcoming the French and Mecklen- 
burgers, who were in garrison there, forced his way into the town. 
He has been reproached'by the enemy with cruelty to wards some 
of these men; the fact is, that a body of four or five score artil¬ 
lery men, who had entrenched themselves behind their can¬ 
non, offered io parley on his advance. Accoi’dingly he Sent 
two officers to them: when tliese officers were half way up 
the street they were treacherously fired* upon and killed. 
Upon this Schill rushed to the cannons^ mouth, and put every 
one of the party to the sword. 

The fortifications of Stralsund, towards the formation of 
which considerable sums were contributed by Great-Britain 
but a few years since, bad been totally demolished by Buona¬ 
parte : 6000 labourers were employed for several months iii 
destroying them. The’plarc had not been defended by Swe¬ 
den as it ought to have been, and the evil of abandoning any 
defensible hold to the enemy was now severely experienced. 
Schill had little time to fortify himself; but he made the 
greatest exertions in* what little was aflbrded biro. There re¬ 
mained a deep ditch, and the ordinary walls and gates, such 
as served jatber for the purpose of police than of defence. 
He cut trenches, planted batteries, and prepared to make as 
resolute a stand as the glorious Palafox. The combined 
Dutch and Danish troops arrived on the 31st, and forced an 
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his rank and seat as a Baron of the German 
•Empire,, by the Emperor Francis resigning his 
crown,' as Emperor of Germany, it does not ad¬ 
mit of a doubt that he looks for and expects to 
obtain a much better provision from the success 


entrance through the Knieper gate. Schill^s excellent corn- 
panions formed in the town^ and defended every istreel, 
fighting with a courage worthy of their cause, against over¬ 
powering numbers: those numbers, perhaps, would not 
have been successful ifiSchill had not fallen. Part of his corps 
escaj)ed; some to the Isle of Rugen, others to the Isle of 
Usedam. An English frigate, had there been one at hand, might 
have saved them; but the English flag was not in sight, and 
they were pursued to their places of refuge and made prison¬ 
ers. All the officers who were taken were delivered over to 
Buonaparte^s bloody military tribunals, notwithstanding they 
had surrendered upon capitulation, not at discretion. Not one 
was spared. Buonaparte know's that no new murders can 
heap additional damnation upon his head, and he never spares. 
Eleven of these brave men, some of them the flower of the 
Prussian nobility, were put to death, as robbers, at Wesel. 
They met their fate with an intrepidity worthy of the cause 
for.which they sufffeis^d, waving theii* hats as they went to the 
place of martyrdom, and dying with exclamations of devoted 
and passionate patriotism. About twenty were in like man¬ 
ner murdered before the gates of Brunswick. During the 
night sand hills were heaped over their graves, and oftentimes 
at morning garlands were found lying there, and epitaphs 
expressing love and admiration of the dead,' and invoking the 
vengeance of God and man upon the detested Corsican, and 
that degraded nation, which submitting to slavery itself, be¬ 
came the willing and guilty instrument of enslaving others. 
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ol’Iiis plans of partition than what he lost as a 

German Baron. The genealogical sujccessioirof 

kings and l^rinccs cease to be impedirnentJ? to 
« 

the execution or accomplishment of such views ; 
and the man • who, by the least concession, 
eould have saved /</,v «//, but whose policy 
made him resign and sacrifice the same before 
the world, knows well how to benefit himself 
tor the loss of Gimborn, when the moment ar¬ 
rives. 

When a nation becomes armed, from that 
instant a free-will of the people steps in ; and 
although it may be found easy to arm a whdle 
people, it will be at all times a most dilficult 
task to disarm them. The man who is armed, 
fancies himself somewhat secure from danger; 
the unarmed, feels his weakness, and looks up 
for protection. The former will enter upon a 
will of his own when interior danger threatens 
the country ; the latter will look for assistance 
from without. To see an armed mass of a 
country set loose is dreadful; and justice not 
only sleeps during its rage, but she expires 
under the din of'arms and deeds of cruelty. The 
king, prince, and man, Vvho endeavour to stem 
the torrent, fall under the’sword or axe of the 
executioner; for in such a mass Marats, Rober- 
spieres,' and Dantons are never wanting. 

VOL. IT. L 
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It is admitted that the members of all societies, 
whose meetings and pursuits are enveloped in 
mystery and secresy, are likely'to become 
either more or less dangerous to a state, for, 
under the mask of harmless, ^nay, even vir¬ 
tuous proceedings, political subjects, highly ini¬ 
mical to a government, are easily introduced: 
and a man of a weak mind may conceive him¬ 
self bound to secresy by the oath which he took 
on becoming a member of such society, on sub¬ 
jects unconnected with the original and sup¬ 
posed intention of the institution ; and however 
loyal and truly patriotic his sentiments may 
have been, previous to his being a member there¬ 
of, still it is very probable that he will gradually 
become a convert to the plausible reasoning and 
mode of thinking of the more crafty and artful 
of the society, and perhaps ultimately a tool to 
the execution of their machinations and pur¬ 
poses. 

But how much more dangerous are such 
societies likelv to be to a state, when some of 
its members are vested with the first offices of 
the government, and immediately near the 
person of the Sovereign ; |Whcn they themselves 
have framed the laWs by which such societies 
are ruled, and who openly avow, “ that no state 
can be happy where no revolution exists,^'. What 
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can be the object of such men ? Can it be the 
icelfare of their country which they have at 
heart, or its destruction^ and with it their own 
aggrandizement ? Will such men, when at the 
helm of the government, not guide the whole 
affairs of the nation, so as to obtain the object 
they are in pursuit of? and is it likely that their 
Sovereign can be aware of the danger which 
threatens himself, and his empire, when sur¬ 
rounded by those who are, perhaps the founders 
and principal movers of such societies ? 

It will be admitted, that it is diflficlilt to define 

• 

minutely the in^ntions of these men, and as 
many of them are in the full enjoyment of the 
confidence of their Sovereign as ministers of the 
state, it therefore becomes the more necessary 
that our ambassadors and ministers at foreign 
courts, should study as much as possible their 
characters; and enter still deeper into their views 
than an ordinary and usual correspondence on 
matters of state between diplomatists would 
afford opportunities for. It may easily be per¬ 
ceived that our ambassadors at foreign courts 
Ccinnot possibly learn the real character of the 
leading men of a state, by only occasionally 
meeting them on certain days, and for certain 
purposes alone; or transacting, by correspon¬ 
dence solely^ the business pending between the 
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two powers, or whatever relates to a general 
arrangement between Allies; for, as in all cor¬ 
respondence, the writer, however little master 
he may be at other times of his passions, will 
convey his own views in a more studied and 
guarded style, and cloak them in a garb that will 
most likely conceal his real designs, if deception 
is intended; on the contrary, in conversation, 
he may be put off his guard, and, in one single 
momenty develope his real views, and afford a 
greater insight into his character than what 
would have been accomplished by a year’s cor¬ 
respondence. 

A l^ritish Minister, at a foreign court, should 
continually bear in mind that there are subtle 
artihees, against which he must be upon his 
guard : “ these are the intrigues resorted to in 
the Courts of Europe, to amuse them by nego- 
ciation, to awaken their ancient rivalships, to 
disunite the allies, and to detach them by de¬ 
ceitful offers from the true objects of the war*.” 

My opinion therefore is, that, it is not suffi¬ 
cient for a diplomatist to possess the most sacred 
integrity for the interest of his country, but he 

* Madame De Stael Hobtein's appeal to the nations of 
1‘^nrope, again»«t the Continental System. 
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must also know how to skilfully blend his own 
honourable proceedings with that sggacity and 
knowledge of the human heart and mind, that 
will not admit of his being easily over-reached 
and duped by "the crafty and arttul |>olitician or 
minister of a foreign court: and if, in the words 
of the Roman historian, the several facts which 
I have drawn together blend themselves without* 
constraint into a consistent and natural system, 
it is surely no weak argument in favour of the 
truth, at least of the probability of my opinion*. 

The employment of military men as ambas¬ 
sadors or foreign ministers, as adopted for these 
few years back, is therefore ’undoubtedly an 
admirable measure, although herein, as in many 
other instances, we have only followed the 
examples of our enemy. A man who has been 
brought up in the army imbibes either more or 
less a tas*.e for society, which, as he advances in 
life, and arrives at the higher ranks in the pTfo- 
fession, becomes almost habitual to him, and, if 
possessed of the ocher requisite abilities of a 
diplomatist, he certainly should be employed in 
the above capacity, as he is likely to mix more 
in the amusements and various societies of a 

* Vide Gibbon^s admirable di&serlation on the subject of 
L* Homme au Masque de Fer. 
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foreign court, than a man whose deep erudition 
itirstate matters and the affairs of nations, is alone 
tho result of profound and close study in the 
closet, and to whom a desire for retirement 
becomes therefore almost habitual. The military 
man is enabled to speak professionally with 
Generals, and others belonging to the court he 
is at, and from whom he may chance to acquire 
information on subjects of the most serious nature 
and consequence to him, which the minister 
would have had art enough to conceal. In war 
time, the military diplomatist observes the ope¬ 
rations of the armies with tliat correct and ju¬ 
dicious eye, which, from the civil diplomatist, 
cannot possibly be expected, however good his 
intentions may be. The former s opinion will 
be consulted and perhaps followed, when that 
of the latter would never be thought of. The 
former will be able to draw previous inferences, 
and perhaps very just conclusions from such 
military operations as originate with the minister, 
whereas the latter awaits for their being executed 
before he can form a just opinion on their merits 
or demerits. Many more advantages resulting 
from the employment of military men at foreign 
courts might be here enumerated, but the 
British Government having already adopted that 
step, it is unnecessary to trespass further on the 
subject. 



APPENDIX. (A) 


The following account of the Battle of Lut- 
zen, and the previous and subsequent move¬ 
ments of the Allied and French Armies, was 
published under the authority of the French, ^at 
Weimar, both in German and* French, soon 
after the events occurred, of which it professes 
to give a correct description. 




Aper^u de la Campagne de la Armie Fron^oise 
et de VArmee combinee Fusso-Prussienne Van 
1813. Premih'e Diimiony de la Bataille de 
Lutzen jmtpiau passage de VElbe par les 
deux Armies, 

CoMME ce sont les grandes operations stra- 
t^giques et les marches bien calcul^es de 
rArmee de TEmpereur Napoleon, autant que 
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la tactique, la bravoure et la perseverance, d^- 
ployees au jour de la bataille par Ics troupes 
qu'il commande, qiii ont produit les resiiltats dc 
cette journee a jamais memorable, nous croyons 
rendre service au public, ainsi qua rhistorien, 
en tachaut de mettre sous les yeux du lecteur 
iin aperqu complet de ce grand ^venement; 
aperqu qui mette facilement Tadepte a memo 
de saisir la cause de la reussitc ou non-reussite 
des operations respectives; qui developpo. les 
iw^nements subsequents et les suites tic cecoup 
decisif. Nous le donnerous aussi dctaillc que 
le permetteiit, pour le moment, les rapports offi- 
ciels respectils. 

En consequence nous aliens tracer aussi 
succinctement que possible. 

1. Les marches des armees respectives qui 

ont precede la Bataille de Lutzen, ainsi 

‘ que les ^combats plus ou moins im- 

portants, qui ont eu lieu avant le 2. 
Mai ; 

2. line deserpiption de la Bataille meme du 

2. Mai, et 

3. Ses r4:sultats jusqu’au passage de TElbe 

par Tarm^e Francoise. 
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Un corps considerable de troupes Prussieiintis 
et Russes, sous les ordres dt's generaiix <lc 
Blucher et Win:«ingerode, avoit deja passtj TKlbe 
vers la fin du mois do Mars. Ce corps se borna 
a ii^avanccr que tres-lentemont, et prit enfin des 
cantonnements dans la contree de Freyburg et 
de Ciieinnitz jusqu’a AlUaibourg. La premiere 
patrouille Russe arriva des le 31. Mars a Leipsic 
a S heures du soir, et Tavant-garde comniand^e 
par le Comte d’Orlof, Aide-de-Camp de TFin- 
pereur Alexandre, y entra le 1. Avril*. Le 
quartier general du general de Bliiclier tul trans- 
fere de Chemnitz a Rochlitz le Avril, et les 
cantonnements s’etendirent jusqu’a Zwickau et 
Rcichenbach sur la route de iiayrcuth. Le 
corps resta dans cetre position sans cntreprendre 
rien d^ important, et se con ten ta de pousser des 
partis sur les routes de Franefort, de Nurenberg 
et de Magdebourg. Ces patrouilles sc portereni* 
en partie tres on avant de Tarmee, et eurent 
et la quclqucs escannoiiches avec les troupes 
Francoises. La plus consequente fut cclle du 
17. Avril, oil le major de flellvvig, surprit a 
Langcnsalza a 2 heures de la nuit un corps 
Bavarois de 17 OO hommes ‘d’infanterie, 300 de 
cavalerie, avec 6 canons, sous les ordres du 
general comte de Rechberg, et lui enleva 2 

* On cHoit a lameme place le 1 Mai, auihi un inois^pltfa tank 
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obusiers, J canons, 3 caissons et 20 chevaux. 
Le 8. A"/ril 2 regiments de Cosaques du Don 
eritrerent a Halle sons Ics ordres du major de 
Lowenstern; ils se porterent le 11 en avant, et 
pousserent leurs partis jusqu’a Nordhausen. Le 
rneme jour le colonel Prendl entraa Mersebourg 
avec un corps de Cosaques. Les patrouilles 
s’avancerent sur la route de Nurenburg jusqu’a 
Hof, qui le 19- Avril 6toit encore occupe par 
30 cosaques et 50 hussards prussiens. Le major 
de Blucher arriva inopinernent a Weimar avec 
un escadron de hussards et 70 chasseurs a che- 
val des volontaires, d'ou il poussa des partis 
jusque vers Erfurt, Gotha et Eisenach. II y 
avoit a Jena un escadron pour le soutenir. 

Ces manoeuvres, d’ailleurs si peu decisives 
par clles-memes, durerent jusqu’au 18. Avril, 
jour auquel Ic major de Blucher revenoit d’une 
expedition qu’il avoit faite dans les environs 
d*Erfurt et fai^it reposer son petit corps des 
fatigues quMl avoit eprouv6es, lorsqu' a 4 heures 
apres midi les avant-postes, places sur la route 
d*Erfurt, tout pres de la ville, furent soudaine- 
mentassaillisparun corps de cavalerie Franqois. 
Le prince de la Moskwa, qui le 1^. Avril, 
s’^toit mis en marche de Wurzbourg avec son 
corps, fort de 5 divisions, avoit fait occuper des 
le 17. Avril Erfurt par son avant garde sous les 



ordrcs du general Souham. Lc 18. cette divi¬ 
sion, forte de 8 ii 9000 liommcs, se renytsur le* 
champ eri mduvement pour deloger de Weimar 
le corps Prussien. L’avant garde de ce corps, 
compos^e du dixieme de hussards et d’un regi¬ 
ment de dragons du Graud-Duc de Bade, arriva 
vers 4 heures devant Weimar et culhuta Ics 
avantpostes. Un escadron de chacun de ces 
regiments recut ordre d’attaquer. Les hussards 
Prussiens sous les ordres du major de Bliudier, 
ignorant la superiorite des Francois, tenterent 
quelques chai’ges avec beaucoup de bravoure, 
mais ils furent bieiitot forces de cedcT a la supe¬ 
riorite du iiombre, et de se replier surJenaeil 
laissant au pouvoir des Franc^ois'30 hommes a 
pell pres, parmi lesquels se trouvoient 2 officiers. 
La perte des Francois fut d'un homme tue et 13 
blesses. 

Cette cscarmouche quoique peu decisive pour 
le tout, devint cependant importante, en ce"* 
qu’elle ouvrit Poffensive a Parmee Fran^aise. 
La division Souham entra vers les 7 heures du 
soir a Weimar, et une partie prit position sur la 
route de Jena. 

Le prince de la Moskwa 6toit arrive avec les 
3 autres divisions de son corps, (le .3c. de la 
grande armee) dajis Erfurt ou aux environs; et 
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tons les autnis Corps, qui clevoiont former la 
grande ^irmce, etoient (‘ii plcine niarche. Le 
due de Ragiise (Mareelial Marmont), etoit deja 
arrive avec le d Cor|)s fort de 3 divisions a 
(jotha; le Due d’Istrie (Marechal Bessieres), 
avec 6 Bataillons de la vieillc ffardeet 16 Batail- 
Ions de la jeune garde a Eisenach; le g6neral 
comte Bertrand a Cobourg avec le 4. Corps, fort 
de 3 Divisions. 


L’Empcreiir Napoleon, parti le lo. Avril de 
Paris, arriva le So. au soir a Erfurt, ou le lende- 
main il passa eii revue la garde et divers corps 
d’arniee qui s’y trouvoient; il quitta cette ville 
le 2S. et porta son quarticr general a Eckarts- 
berga. Le Prince de la Moskwa avoit deja 
passe la Saale et occupoit Naumbourg avec tout 
son corps. Le due de Raguse passa par AVei- 
mar et fit camper son corps en availt de ce lieu. 
La division Compans qui fait partie de ce corps, 
avoit pris a Eisenach la route de Langensalza; 
elle etoit arrivee le m^nie soir a Eckartsberga. 
Elle campa sur les hauteurs. Le general Ber¬ 
trand avec le 4. corps occupa J^na, et le 12. 
corps sous le Due de Reggio, (Marechal Oudi- 
not) auquel sc joignit une division Bavaroise, 
commandee par le general dc Raglo'wich, arriva 
le 29. a Saalfcld. 



LeAlce-roi d'ltalie, dont rarniec etoit com- 
posee du 2. corps sous Ics ordres dii du^ (ie BeU 
lune (Marelial \'ictor), dii o., commtinde par le 
gent^ral Laiiriston, et du 11. sous Ics ordres du 
Due de Tarente, •avoit pris position depuisejuei- 
que terns Sa gauche etoit sur l^Rlhe pres de 
reiiibouchure de la Saalc, son centre a Bern- 
hourg et sa droite vers Stoliberg, appuyee au 
Harz et sa reserve a Magdeboiirg. T1 resta pres 
de 4 seniaines vis-a-vis des corps de Witgenstein 
etd’York*, postes sur la rive droite de la Saale, 
sans cn etre inqniet^, a Rexception des combats 
deBernbourg, Caloe et AschersU'ben, qui furent 
pen signifiants. Rien ne s’opposa alors a scs 
mouvements vers le sud pour opefer sa reunion 
avec la grande armee de REmpereur. 

Le Vice-roi ne balan^a plus a se mettre en 
marche avec le .5. et 11 corps, laissant le Due 
de Bellune en arriere pour couvrir MagdeBourg 
et pour observer RElbe. Le corps des allies sC* 
contenta de suivre une direction parallele sur la 
rive droite de la Saale, pour gagner Leipzig et se 
r6unir au corps de Bluclier. 

* Ce dernier avoit paSse TElbe A Rosslau; I’avant garde 
de son corps entra a Dessau dans la nuit du 4. au 5. Avril. Le 
quartier general du general Witgenstein etoit le 7. a Zerbst 
et celui du general D’ York a Kothen. 
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Le 27* ie corps dii general Lauriston se porta 
surWetsin, ou uii d6tachement prussieii avoit 
un pont siir la Saale. Le general Maison fit 
placer unc hattcrie qui obligea les Prussiens 
a bruler Ic pont, et les Francois s’emparerent 
alors de la h^te dc pont quc rennemi avoit con- 
struite. 

Less, le general Lauriston s’avanqasur Halle 
qui etoit encore au poiivoir des Russes et des 
Prussiens sous les ordres du general Kleist. Les 
Prussiens avoient commence a y construire une 
tete de pont, mais ces ouvrages n^etoient pas en¬ 
core termines,, lorsque les Francois s"avanceren( 
et firent a 3 heures une attaque impetueuse avec 
24 canons. Le combat dura jusqu’a 8 heures 
dll soil*. Dans cet intervalle il y eut dans le 
fauxbourg (Strohhof) une grange et 5 maisons 
de bruises. Les Prussiens resterent maitres de 
Halle et Ic corps du general Lauriston se mit en 
marchepour sa destination ulterieure. La perte 
des Francois, d’apr^s leur rapport, fut de 67 
hoinmes. * 


* Les Prussiens I'occuperent encore le 29., mais le gene¬ 
ral Kleist abandonna la ville le 30 et marcha sur Leipzig avec 
son corps. La ville fut aussilot occupee par les Francois, qui 
elev^rent des retranchements au Nord de la ville, barricader- 
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Le marechal Due de Tarente avoit requ ordre 
du Vice-roi de se porter sur Mersebourg, d^» 
fendu par 2000 du corps d’York. II y arriva le 
29 . avril a 4 heures de I’apr^s-midi. Apres une 
tres-vive resistance, le detachement, qui avoit 
ordre de defendre la porte exterieure, et qui etoit 
compose d'un major et de 200 hommes, fut fait 
prisonnier; mais le reste de la garnison gagna 
par la le terns d’effectuer sa retraite sur Leipzig; 
alors Mersebourg se trouva au pouvoir des Fran¬ 
cois. Le Vice-roi y etablit son quartier general 
le 30, et des lors il ne trouva plus rien qui s’op- 
posaasa reunion avec Tarmee de rEmpereur. 

L’Empereur Napoleon avoit porte ce jour-la 
son quartier general a Naumbourg, et le prince 
de la Moskwa etoit en marche sur Weissenfels. 
Son avant-garde, command^e par le general Sou- 
ham, arriva pres de cette ville a 2 heures apres 
midi et se trouva en presence du general russe 
Lanskoi’, commandant une division de 6 a 7 OOO’ 
hommes de cavalerie. Le general Souham 
n'avoit pas de cavalerie; mais sans en attendre. 


ent les portes, firent des embrasures et placerent des canons• 
Cependant le general Prussien Bulow attaqua et prit la ville 
le 3. Mai, mais dans la soiree du 5.*le corps Prussien Paban- 
donna de nouveau, vraisemblablement par suite de la bataille 
de LuUen. 
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il murcha a J’enneiiii, et le culbuta de scs dif- 
li^rcntes positions. Les russes demasqucrent IS 

t 

canons ; le general Sou ham cn fit mettre un pa- 
reil nombre en batterie. La cannonade dcvint 
vive, et init du desordre dans la cavalerie russc, 
tandis que rartillcric francoise etoit soutenue 
par dcs tirailleurs. La cavalerie russe tenta 
plusieiirs charges, mais Tinfanterie francoise la 
rccut en oarre et par feu de file, qui fit un grand 
effet. Le general Soiiham entra a W'eissenfels, 
et 1(' corps russt' se retira dans la direction de 
Lutzen sur les hauteurs derriere le Grunabach. 

. Le inenie jour le ducde Raguse se portoit sur 
Kosen, le g^r.eral Bertrand sur Dornbourg, pen¬ 
dant qu*une de ses divisions occupoit J^na. 

Le quartier general de I’Empereur etoit le ^0. 
avril a Weissenfels. Le Prince de la Moskwa, 
avec“Son corps, et toutes les gardes y etoient 
•aussi. Le Due de Raguse arrivoit a Naurn- 
bourg, le general Bertrand a Stossen et le Due 
de Reggio a Jena. 


Tournons cependant nos regards sur les ope¬ 
rations des armees conibinees des Russes et des 
Prussiens, et t^lchons de developper la vraie si- 
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tiiation ck's affaires. Le corps combine de Wit- 
gensteiu et dc D’York etoit arrive des Je 27 avHl 
dans les environs dc Leipzig et avoit ete reparti 
dans les villages circonvoisins. Le ejuartior ge¬ 
neral du comtd de Witgenstein etoit a Lindenau 
et le 28. a Gohlis. Le general de Blucher, dont 
le quartier general avoit etc jusqu’ici a Alten- 
bourg, le porta le 30, avril a Borna. Sur ces 
entrefaites la grande armce Russe* ou se troa- 
voienten persoiine I’Empereur Alexandre cl le 
Roi dc Prusse, avoit passe TElbe. Ces deux 
monarques avoient fait le 21. leur entree a 
Dresde, pendant que Tarmee etoit cn marchesur 
la route de Freiberg et de Chemnitz pour* se 
r<^unir aux corps de Witgenstein,*dc Blucher et dc 
D* York. Ce ne fut que le 30. avril que la nou- 
velle de Tapproche dc Tarm^e frangoise se r6- 
pandit dans le quartier general du comte de 
Witgenstein, qui depuis le d^ebs du Prince Ku- 
tusoff, commandoit en chef les armecs alliees; on 
apprit en mbme terns qu'elle avoit deja passe* la 
Saale a Naumbourg. Les mouvements de 
I’armee du Vice-roi ne pouvant non plus rester 
jgnorbs, on vit clairement que I’Empereur Napo- 
16on vouloit rbunir toutes ses forces sur un seul 
point pour livref une bataille decisive. Pouj 

* Cette armee y compris les gardes^ pouvoit se rnonter a 
45,000 honiraes. 

YOL. II. M * . . 
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s’en assurer pleinement, ct pour avoir une con- 
noissance exactc des forces de l*arm(!:e fran^oise, 
Ic V'6n^ral Witgenstein ordonna au "general de 
WinzingcTode de pousser une reconnoissance 
juscju’a W^eissenfols avcc 3 divisicfns de cavalerie 
soutenues par une jdivision d’infanlerie et une 
artillorie suffisanto ; re qui donna lieu au com¬ 
bat suivant. 

Le 1. Mai, I’Einpereur Napoleon monta a 
chcval a 9 heures du matin, avec le prince de la 
Moskvva et le general Sou ham, et fit avanrer la 
division Souham. Elle sc rnit en rnouvement 
vers laplaine qui commence derriere les hauteurs 
de Weissenfels. Elle se forma cn 4 carrels, do 4 
bataillons (!hacun, chaque carr6 a 1.500 pas IVin 
de I’autre, ayant 4 pieces de canon. J^erriere 
les carr^s se plaqa la brigade de cav^alerie du ge¬ 
neral Laboissi^re, composee du 10. deliussards 
et d’un regt. de ^dragons de Bade sous les ordres 

** 4 ■ 

du Comte de Valmy, (g^n^ral Kellermann). Les 
divisions Girard ct Marc hand du corps du Prince 
de la Moskwa ^toient derriere et formees en 
carries de la m^me mani^re que la division Sou- 
ham. Le mar^chal due d’lstrie tenoit la droite 
avec toute la cavalerie de la garde. 

• ' 

A 11 lieures, ces dispositions faites,Je prince 
de la Moskwa, en presence de toute la cav’^alerie 



enneniie, qui occupoit les hauteurs, au deh'f ilu 
defile de Posenia, avecG pieces de canon, se'rnil 
eii mouvement pour s*y porter. Le premier 
carr6 s’avanqa au pas de charge dans le vallon, il 
hit suivi des 3 autres carres de la division, ct la 
hauteur fut emporti^c. Deux autres divisions de 
cavalerie vinrent alors renforcer les Russes avec* 
20 pieces de canon; et il s*engagea une vive 
canonnade, apres laquelle le corps Russe qui 
avoit engage une division d’infanterie dans le 
combat, commenc^a saretraite. La division Sou- 
ham, qui se iiiit a sa poursuite, se dirigea sur 
Lutzen ; la division Girard prit la direction de la 
route de Pegau ; les divisions •Marchand, Bre- 
nieret Ricard passerent egalement le defiR‘, mais 
raffaire etoit decid^e (juand dies entrereiit en 
ligne. La perte des Francois, d'apres leur rap- 
port, se monte a 33 hommes tues, S5 blesses, 
dont un chef debataillon. Cette journee'si glo- 
rieusc, ou la jeune infanterie fran^ois, fit plover 
un ^gal nombre de cavalerie enneniie, fit ^;prou- 
ver cependant une perte bien sensible a Tarniee 
Frangoise. Le Due d’lstrie qui s'^toit trop 
avance, pour faire une reconnoissance, fut tu6 * 
du premier boulet de canon. Les Russes ont 
eu, d*apres les rapports Francois, 3 colonels, 3 
officiers et 400 hommes tu^s ou blesses. 


•x- Pj.^^ Jc village de Rippach. 
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L’Empepeur Napoleon, mettant aussitot a 
profit riieiircuse issue de cette affaire, fit 
porter Tannee eii avant et prendre la situation 
suivante. ^ 

Le quartier-general de I’Empereur etoit a Lut- 
zen ; la cavalerie de la garde y etoit aiissi. La 
vieille et lajeune garde a piedse trouvoient en¬ 
core tant a Weissenf’els qu’aux environs de cette 
ville. 

Le Prince de la Moskwa avoit son quarticr- 
gch^ral a Kaia (Gaya), et son corps 6toit an pres 
de ce village. 

Le corps du Due de Raguse, a Taile droite 
etoit pr^s de Poserna et le quartier-general dans 
ce village. 

' Le corps du g^n^ral Bertrand eut ordre de se 
porter de Stoessen sur Poserna et de former la 
pointe de Taile droite de Pann6e, 

Le Vice-roi d*ltalie avoit quitte le m^*me jour 
Mersebourg, et arriva pour sa personne aLutzen 
presque aussitbt que PEmpereur Napoleon. Le 
corps du Due de Tarente prit position a Mark- 
Ranstedt, et le Vice-ro^y 6tablit son quartier- 



Le general Lauristoii occupoit la route dr 
Mersebourg a Leipzig et avoit SQii qiiartier- 
general a*Gunthersdorl'*. 

A peine* I’armec combinec*)*, qui avoit 
pris position derriere la Pleissc, l*aile droite 
vers Leipzig, (la ville etoit occup^e par 
un detachement), le centre a Hotha, Taile gau¬ 
che a Borna, (ou TEmpereur Alexandre et le 
roi de Prusse avoient eu le 1. Mai leur qiiartier 
general,) fiit-elle instriiite de Tissue du cambat, 
et a peine le general comte de Witgenstein 
se tut-il suffisamment convaincu que TEmpereur 
Napol^.on avoit reuni toutes ses forces, que tette 
armee se porta dan la nuit Ju 1. au 2. vers le 
defile de TElster dans les environs de Pegau, 
avec Tintention d^attaquer la droite de la posi¬ 
tion Fran^oisc. Au point du jour toute Tarmee 
passa sLir plusieurs colonnes le defile de TElster 
a P^gau, Dohlen et Zwenkau, et se* d^ploya 
en ordre de bataille. Le corps du general 
Miloradowitcb, fort de 20,000, presque tout 
entier de cavalerie, ay ant une artillerie nom- 

* Dans le rapport oiFiciel Fran9ois on a ecrit Kieber&dorf, 
mais on a voutu mettre sans doute Gunthersdorf^ car il n'y a 
point de village de ce nom dans ces contrees. 

t Nouvelles oificielles des armees coinbinees, donnees par 
le Moniteurdu 15. Mai 1813, 
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brfiuse, etoit place a Zeitz, pour observer la 
route de A\^oisscnfols. 

Ck 

» 

L’aniicc coaibinec*, conimc nous avons deja 
dit, debouchoit et passoit TElstcr aux pouts de 
Zweiikau, Pegaii et Zeitz. L’Einpereur Napo- 
l6on ayaiit Eesperance de le prevenir dans sou 
nionveinent, et pensant qiEil no pourroit attaquer 
que le 3 , ordoiina au general Lauristoii, dont le 
corps fornioit Eextreinite de la gauche, de se 
porter sur Leipzig, afin de deconcerter les projets 
de rennemi et de placer Tarmee Francoise, pour 
la journee du 3 , dans line position toute dif- 
ferente de celle ou les ennemis avoient compte 
le trouver et ou ellc etoit effectivement le 2, et 
lie porter ainsi de la confusion et du desordre 
dans leuts colonnes. 

A 9 beures du matin, S. ayant on tend ii 
line canoiinade dU" c6t6 de Leipzig, s’y porta 
au galop. L’ennemi defendoit le petit village de 
Lindenau et les pouts en avant de Leipzig. 
S. M. n'attendoit que le moment ou ces dernieres 
positions seroient enlevees, pour., mettre en 
inouvement toute son armec dans cette direction, 
la faire pivoter sur Leipzig, passer sur la cjroite 
de TElster, et prendre Teiinemi a revers : mais 


* Voy. le Moniteur d. 9. Mai 1813. 
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alOheures, rarm^eennemi debouclia vers Kay a 
sur pliisieurs coloniies d’une noire pVofondcur; 
I’liorizon cn etoit obsciirci. L'cnni mi presciitoit 
desforcesqui paroissoient immenses: rEmper^nir 
fit siir-lc-champ ses dispositions. Lc V^ice-roi 
recut Tordre de se porter sur la gauche dii pi:nee 
dc la Moskwa, niais il lui falloit trois heures 
pour execiiter ce mouvement. Lc prince dc la 
Moskwa prit les armes, et avec ses cinq divisions 
soutint lc combat, qui an bout d*iine demi- 
heiire dev in t terrible. S. M. se porta elle-meme 
a la tete de la garde derricre le centre dc rarniec, 
soiitenant la droite du prince de la Moskwa. 
Le due de Raguse, avec ses ^ trois divisions, 
occupoit Textreme droite. Le general Bertrand 
eut ordre de d^boucher sur les derrieres dc 
rarmec ennemie, au moment ofi la ligne se 
trollveroit le plus fortement engagee. La fortune 
se pint a couronner du plus brillant succes^toutes 
CCS dispositions. L’ennemi, qui paroissoit cer¬ 
tain de la reussite de son entreprise, marchoit 
pour deborder notre droite et gagner le chemin 
de Weissenfels. Le general Compans, general 
de bataille du premier merite, a la t^te de la le 
division du due de Raguse, Tarreta tout court. 
Les regimens de marine ^soutiiirent plusicurs ‘ 
charges avec sang-froid, et couvrirent le champ 
de bataille de Telite de la cavalerie ennemie. 
Mais les grands efforts d*infanterie,. d’artillerie 
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f;t de cavalerie, ^toient sur le centre. Quatre 
des cinq 'divisions du prince de ja JVloskwa 
etoient deja engagees. Le village Kaya fut pris 
ct repris plusieiirs fois. Ce village ^toit reste 
au poll voir de Tennemi: le comte de Lobau 
dirigea le gentol Ricard pour reprendre le 
, village; il fut repris. 

La bataille embrassoit une ligne de deux 
lieues couvertes de feu, de fiiniee et de tourbil- 
lons de poussiere. Le prince de la Moskwa, 
le general Souham, le general Girard, etoient 
par-tout, faissoient face a tout. Blesse de plu- 
sieurs balles, le,g^n^ral Girard voulut rester sur 
le champ de bataille. II declara vouloir mourir 
en commandant et dirigeant ses troupes, puisque 
le moment etoit arriv6 pour tons les Francois qui 
avoient du coeur, de vaincre ou de mourir. 

I 

. .Cependant, (^i commen^oit a appercevoir 
dans le lointain la poussiere et les premiers feux 
du corps du general Bertrand. Au m^me mo¬ 
ment le Vice-roi entroit en ligne sur la gauche, 
et le due de Tarente attaquoit la reserve de Ten- 
nemi,£tabordoitau village ou Tennemi appuyoit 
sa droite. Dans ce rponient, Tennemi redoubla 
ses efforts sur le centre ; le village de Kaya fut 
eihport^ de nouveau ; notre centre fl^chit; 
<jfuelques batailions se debanderent; 'mais cette 
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valeiireuse jcunessc, a la vue de TEmpereur, se 
rallia eu criant vive TEmpereur! S. M. jugea 
que le moment de crise qiii decide du gain oa 
dc la perte des batailles etoit arrive: il n*y avoit 
plus un moment a perdre. L’Ernpcreur ordonna 
an due de Trevise de sc porter avec seize batail- 
lons de la jeune garde an village de Kaia, de 
donner tete baissee, de ciill)nter renneini, de 
reprendre le village, et dc faire main-basse sur 
tout ce qui s’y trouvoit. Au meme moment, 
S. M. ordonna a son aide-de-chanip le general 
Drouot, officier d’artillerie de la plus grande dis¬ 
tinction, de reunir une batterie de 80 pieces, et 
de la placer eii avant de la vieille garde, qui fftt 
disposee en echelons com me qiiatre redoutes, 
pour soutenir le centre, toute notre eavaleric 
rangee en bataille derriere. Les generaux Du- 
lauloy, Drouot et Devaux partirent au galop 
avec leurs 80 bouches a feu placees en un m^me 
groupe. Le feu devint epou van table. L’enneini 
flechit de tous cotes. Le due de Trevise em- 
porta sans coup ferir le village de Kaia, culbuta 
Tennemi, et continua a se porter en avant en 
battant la chargp. 

Le general Witgenstein mit en ligne plusieurs 
reserves et fit executer plusieurs charges par la 
cavalerie, mais infructueusement I/Empereur 
fit encore entrer en ligne la division Bonnet du 
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6. corps, et le general Bertrand eut aussi ordrc 
Vie prendre sa direction sur Kaya, et de cette 
inaniere Tavantage resta du cote des Francois. 
Cependanties Russes, mais surtout Ics Prussiens, 
se battoient encore en desesperes et la nuit 
seule mit fin au combat, apres Icquel Tarmee 
combin^je sc retrouva dans la position qu’elle 
avoit pris d’abord. 

Pendant ce tems-la le general Lauriston, 

dont le corps n’avoit pris autnine part a la bataille, 

avoit culbute le corps Russe pres de Lindenau, 

occupe Leipzig a 3 heures de Tapres midi, et 

pousse une partie de son corps sur la rive droite 

de la Pleisse, sur les derrieres dc Tarmee en- 

iiemic. Selon des nouvelles particulieres de 

Zcitz, le corps du general Russe Miloradowitcli 

lie doit s’etre porte ce jour la en avant qu’avec 

beaucoup de lenteur et ctre arrive a 8 heures du 

soir dans les environs de Molscn. On ne pent 
* • . 

com prendre pourquoi ce corps, qui avoit avec 
lui line iiombreuse artillerie, n'ait pas eu ordre 
(le se porter aussi vite quo possible sur les lieux 
du combat. 11 n’etoit guere plus eloign^ du 

t 

champ de bataille que le Vice-roi ne Tetoit de 
JMark-Ranstedt, et ce dernier arriva fort a pro- 
pos. 


La perte de Tarm^e fran^oise s'^l^ve, d* apres 
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les rapports francoise, a 10,000 homnies tu^s et 
blesses, et d’apres les rapports Russes do 12 a 
1.5,000. Le general Gourre, chef d’etat major 
prince de la Moskwa a etc tiie. Les g^n^raux 
de division Girard,‘Rrenier, ct les generaux de 
brigade Chcmiiiau et Guillot out ete grievcment 
blesses. 


La pertc dc rarmee alliee s’eleve d^apres les 
rapports Rrussiens a 10,000 homines, dont la 
plupart nc sont (juc legerement blessds ; a 8000 
seuleinent d’apres les rapports Russes, ct a 
26,000 scion les rapports Francois. On compte 
parmi les niorts Ic prince dc IJessen-Homboiirg. 
Les g^ieraux Prnssiens de Blucher,*de Scharn- 
horst et de llunerbein ont blesses, ainsi que 
le g^ieral Russe Kanovnitzin. 


L’Empereur Alexandre et le roi de Prusse 
restcrent pendant la bataille sur une eminence 
derriere Farniee. 


Comme nous avons Tintention de ne tracer 
qii’un tableau general de cc quis’est passe, nous 
nous abstiendroDs, comme de raison, de porter 
un jugement quelconque, d’ailleurs les faits 
parlent suffisamment. 

L’arm^e combinee pouvoit se monter a 
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150,000 hommes, et Tarm^e Frangoisea 100,000 
tout ail plus, puisquele 4. corps sous les ordres 
' du g^n6ral Lauriston, le 2. sous les ordres du 
due de Bellune, le 12. commande par le due dc 
Reggio, et deux divisions s6us les ordres du 
general Bertrand n*ont pris aucune part a la 
bataille. Au reste les Russes pretendent que 
50,000 homines n’ont pas ete non plus engagees 
dans le combat. 

Les villages Kaya, Starrsiedel, Rahna, Klein 
et Gross-Gorschen ^toient en flammes. 

L’arm^e alli^e proiita de la nuit pour se re- 

# 

tirer sur Borna par P^gau. L’Empereur Alex¬ 
andre et le roi de Prusse passerent a 9 heures 
du soir a P^gau, ils coutih^rent a Lobestedt, et 
arriverent le 3. a 10 heures du matin a Borna, 
dont ils repartirent cependant une demi-heure 

f 

apres. 

L’Empereur Napoleon, a la pointe du jour 
du 3., parcouroit d^ja le champ de bataille. 
A 10 heures il mit Farmee, en marche pour 
suivre rennemi. Le quartier-g^n^ral fut porte 
k Pegau dans la soiree du mdme jour. Le vice- 

I 

roi se porta en avant de P^gau sur la route de 
Borna et etablit son quartier-g^neral au village 
de Wittstauden. Le g^n^ral Lauriston partit 



de Leipzig, et se porta par Mark-Ranstedt a 
Zwenkau. Le due de Raguse passa TEteter au 
village de Litzkowitz, et le g6n6ral Bertrand' 
Tavoit pass6 au village de Predel, Le corps dii 
prince de la Moskwa, qui avoit 6t6 le plus 
expose dans le jourii6e du 2, resta sur le 
champ de bataille. Le due de Reggio eut 
ordre de se porter avec le 12. corps sur Zeitz 
Ii*armee dcs allies continua 3 a retraite, sans 
qii’il y cut ce jour la quelque chose d*im- 
portance. 

li’armee Framboise continua le 4. sa marche 
sans livrer de combat. Le quartier-general de 
I’Empereur fut transffer^aBorna, celuidu prince 
Vice-roi entre Borna et Colditz; celui du g6n^- 
ral comte Bertrand h Frohbourg; celui du gknk- 
ral Lauriston a Molbus. Le prince de la Mos¬ 
kwa entra a Leipzig, et le due de Reggio k 
Zeitz. 

Le Vice-roi arriva le a 9 heures du. matin 
avec le 11. corps devant Colditz, occup6 par un 
eprps Prussien environ 20,000 hommes. Le 
pont sur la Mulde avoit ^t6 detruit, et des 
colonnes d’infanterie et de cavalerie en defend- 
oient le passage avec une nombreuse artillerie. 
Le Vice-roi rendit avec une division ^ 
un gu6 qui 6toit a gauche, passa la riviere, 
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gagna le village Koinischau, ou il fit rnettre, eii 
’ batterie 20 pieces de canon. Les Prussiens eva- 
' current alors la ville, et fiirent forces de faire 

j 

leur retraite au milieu du feu a mitraille de ces 
20 pieces. Le Vice-roi les po'ursuivit viveinent. 
ils se dirigerent en partie siir Lcisnig, et en par- 
tie sur Harta. A environ une lieiie de ce der¬ 
nier endroit, le corps Russe du general Milora- 
dowitsch avoit pris position au village de 
Gersdorf. Les troupes Prussiennes depas- 
serent ce corps contre le<|uel Tattaque fut alors 
dirigee. Le Vice-roi ordonna au due de Tan^nto 
d’attaquer sur trois colonnes et de cullmter I’eri- 

faemi hors de sa position. T/attaque fut tres- 

♦ 

vive; les Francois fondirent sur reiinemi et le 
firent ployer jusqu’a Harta. Leur })erte d*apres 
leur rapport est de 600 hommes, et cellc cles 
allies de 2000. Le V^ice-roi fit oceuper Harta 
par le corps du due de Tarente et il y etablit son 

f 

quartier-gen^ral. Le memc jour rEmpercur 
transfera son quartier-geii6ral a Colditz. Lc 
corps du due de Raguse etoit derricrc Col- 
ditz; celui du general Bertrand a Rochlitz; le 
general Lauriston s’etoit porte sur Wurzen, et 
s’avangoit sur Meissen par la route de Leipsick. 
Le due de Reggio etoit entre avec son corps a 
Altenbourg. Le prince de la Moskwa, qui 



175 


occupoit encore Leipzig avec le 3. corps, ve- 
noit de recevoir Tordre de se mettre en.murche 
sur Torgau, pour en faire lever le blocus, y 
prendre position, et degager Wittemberg. 


Le 6. mai, Tann^e Franc^oise se remit eii 
marche. Le vice-roi ayant avec lui le 11. 
corps rencontra a Waldheim, I’ennemi, qui 
avoit brulc le pont sur le Zschopa, et vouloit 
oil dtfondre le passage, ce qui arr^ta ce corps 
pendant quelques lieures. L*arrierc-garde de 
renneini se replia cependant sur Etzdorf, ou 
les Russes uvoient pris une belle position et 
paroissoieiit disposes a vouloir s'y maintenir.* 


Le \^ice-roi fit d6bordcr le village a droite et ii 
gauclie, et il s'engagea une vive canorinade et 
un feu tres-vif de mousqueterie. La position 
protegee par des ravins, etoit avantageuse, ce¬ 
pendant le Vice-roi fit marcher droit a rennemi 
et la position fut emportfe. Lc Vicc-roi oc- 
CLipa le village Etzdorf et y etablit son quartier-* 
g6n6ral. Celui de TEmpereur 6toit le 6 . a 
Waldheim; le general Lauriston ^toit a Os- 
chatz le g^n^ral Bertrand a Mittweyda, et 
le ’due de Reggio a Penig. Le prince de la 
Moskw^ 6toit en marche avec le 3e corps 
sur Torgau. 
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Le 7 niai le Vice-roi rencontra reniiemi entrc 
*Nossen*et WilsclrufF. C^etoit le corps du gene¬ 
ral Milorad(»witch, qiii faisoit rarriere-garde et 
qui etoit destiii6 a coiivrir Ic passage de Tl^^lbc, 
passage qui devoit s’opt^rer a Drhsde ct a iMi'issen. 
Les Russes 6toient places derriere un torrent 
dans une position assez avantageuse; apivs vin 
engagement assez vif, ils en lurent cependant 
d^post^s et ils furent leur retraite siir Drt'sde. 
L’Empere'jr etablit C(‘Joiir-la son quartier-gene¬ 
ral a Nossen ; le corps dn geiu^M’al Laurlston se 
porta sur Meissen, le 4e, be, I le ct 12c se diri- 
g^rent sur Dresde. 


Les troupes alli^es qui battoient en retraitt' 
entrerent a Dresde le 5, inai, et rEinpcreur 
Alexandre et le Roi de Prusse y ^toient arrives 
d^s le 4. Le Roi de Prusse alia le 7. de grand 
matin reconnoifle en personne les colonnes qui 
d^bouchoient pr^s de Meissen, et puis il re- 
tourna au quartier g^n^ral a Dresde. Le pas¬ 
sage de troupes Russes dura,sans interruption 
jusqu'au 8 au matin, et le Roi de Prusse avoit 
encore ce m^me matin son logement dans la 
Neustadt, ayant prfes de lui un detachement de 
sa garde, et il partit presque en m^me terns que 
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I'limpereur Alexandre. Le passage s’eflcctua 
en partie sur le grand pontsur TElbee^ cii partle 
sur un pout* de bateaux construit a une demi- 
lieuc de la eii remontant I* Elbe, protege par un 
tete de pout. * Lorsque les dernieres troupes 
eurent passe le pout de Dresde, la partie qui 
avoit ete reconstruite en bois, fut incendiee et 
detruitc. 

Les premieres troupes Eranqoises pen^jtrerent 
dans cette ville a midi; peu apres y cntra le 
Vice-roi avec une partie du 11. corps, et dans 
rapres midi rEmpereiir Napoleon y fit son en¬ 
tree avec un corteiic des mieux choisis. Le 
pont de bateaux jete au-dessus de Dresde fut 
defendu quclques instants par les Russes, qui 
Tavoient couronne d*une tete de pont, doii ils 
tir^rent quelques coups de canon; mais ils 
rabandonnerent bientot et mirent le feu au pont, 
qui, ayant toutes ses parties fortement li^es 
descendit tout enflamme jusqu'au grand pont de 
TElbe, s'y accrocha aux piliers, et devint la 
proie des flammes entre les deux villcs. Cepen- 
dant le Neustadt ^toit encore entre les mains 
des Russes, leurs tirailleurs ne tard^rent pas a 
faire feu jusqu^a la nuit sur les places du chateau 
et de E^glise catholique. L'Empereur Napo* 
leon, avant d'entrer dans le palais qui lui 6toit 
destine, fit une reconnoisance a cbcval vers le 
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village Pnesnitz, situ^ au desSous de Dresde, 
donna ses ordres pour que le lendemain on y 
jet^t un pont. L’Empereur revint a 7 heures 
dll soir ct la garde y entra a 8. Le general 
Lauriston ^toit arrive le memo jour a Meissen. 

Le 9. a 3 heures du matin TEmpereur monta 
sur la terrasse de Bruhl, y fit placer 20 pit'ces de 
canon en battcrie, pour ecarter Ics ennemis de 
la rive opposee. En meme terns 300 voltigeurs 
furent jetes sur la rive droite sous la protection 
des canons. A dix heures du matin les Russes 
s’avancerent pour reposser ces tirailleurs; ils 
piacerent douze pieces en batterie, sM magi nan t 
qu’ils suffiroient pour faire taire les canons 
Eranc^ois. il s’engagea unc vive canonnade, 
plusieurs pieces Russes furent demon tees; 3 
bataillons, qu’ils avoicnt fait avancer en tirail¬ 
leurs furent ^erases sous la mitraille Fran 9 oise, 
et repousses. Pendant ce tems-la on avoit 
commence la construction d’un pont a Priesnitz 
sous les ordres du colonel Lassalle, directeur des 
equipages de pont; pour proteger les travaux, 
les generaux Dulayloy et Deveaux piacerent 18 
pieces de canon sur la gauche du village, et le 
general Drouot 16 sur la droite. L'ennemi fit 
avancer 4-0 pieces de canon, et PEmpereur en 
fit mettre jusqu’a 80 en batterie. Apres avoir 
eu 12 a \5 pieces demont^es, et 15 a 1800 
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hommes tn6s ou blesses, les Russes s*<!5loign^rent 
a 3 heures apr^s midi. Les 4e, 6e et 1 Ic corp*s 
arrivferciit le meme jour a Dresdc ct bivouaque- 
rent pres de la ville sur les hauteurs. 

Le 10. TEmpcrcur Napoleon fit passer dans 
la ville neuve la division Charpentier sur le 
pont dc Dresde, au retablissement duquel on 
avoit travaill6 avec beaucoup d’activit^ d’apr^s 
le projet donn^ par TEmpereur lui meme. Deux 
bataillons effectuerent leur passage a 8 heures 
du matin. Les grandes echelles d’escalade et 
a feu de la ville furent appuy^es centre les 
debris des piliers du grand pont; les sappeurs 
aiderent a deblayer les amas de bois et les d6- 
combres, qui donnoient encore plus de con- 
sistance a la digue, qui s’^toit form^e entre les 
piliers, et e'est ainsi que les troupes descendirent 
d’un c6t6 et monterent de Tautre. Les troupes 
Francoises passerent aussi TElbe le 10. sur le^ 
pont jelea Priesnitz, sans ^iprouver une grande 
resistance. 

Le Vicc-roi avec le lie corps, le general 
Bertrand avec le 4e, le due de Ragvise avec le 
6e, et le g^n^ral Latour Maubourg avec un corps 
de cavalerie, passerent enfin TElbe le 11. La 
garde resta a Dresde, ou entra le due de Reggio 
avec le 12e corps. Le m^me jour le prince de 
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la Moskwa entra a Torgau et il prit position 
stir la rive droite. Le general Lauriston y ar- 
riVa aussi a trois heures apres midi avec le 5e 
corps. Le due de Bellune et le general Sebas¬ 
tian! eurent ordre de se porter, “le premier avec 
le 2e corps, le second avec un corps de cavalerie, 
qui jusqu*a present n’avoit point opere avec le 
grande armee, sur Wittemberg, ou ils arriv^rent 
le 13. Le general Reynier se rendit pareille- 
ment a Torgau pour y prendre le commandement 
des Saxons, qui forment le 7e corps de la grande 
armee. 

L’armee Franqoise qui n’avoit engag^ dans la 
bataille du 2. et dans les divers combats qui se 
livrerent jusqu’au He, que les 3e, 6e et lie 
corps, rcnforc6e maintenant par les 2e, 3e, 7e 
et 12e corps, dont aucun n’avoit ^te encore eii 
ligne, excepte le 6e a Leipzig, ainsi que la 
vieille garde, passa TElbe, pour pousuivre 
I*armee des aAies, qui se retiroit a marches 
forcees vers la Lusace sup^rieure, dans Tinten- 
tion d*occuper un camp retranch^ a Bautzen. 
On s*attend aussi sous peu a des grands ev^ne- 
ments. 

^Pendant que TEmpereur Napoleon forqoil 
avec son arm^e victorieuse le passage du Haut- 
Elbe, ses dispositions s*ex6cutoient pour mettre 
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un terme aux progr?Js des Russes sous les ordres 
des g^n^raux Tchernichef, Tettenborne et Dorn- 
berg, qui, ayant passe le Bas-Elbe, avec leurs 
corps, s’^toient port^s jusqu'a Luiieburg, Uelt- 
zen, et avoient m^me p6netr6 jusqu’a Celle. 
Le marechal prince d*£ckmuhl (Davoiist) prit 
le commandement du corps, qui s*etoit form6, 
sur le Weser sous les ordres du general comte 
Vandamme. Ce corps, fort de 3 divisions, se 
porta alors avec rapidity sur TElbe, et toutes les 
troupes Russes, qui se trouvoient sur la rive 
gauche du fleuve, se retirereiit sur la rive droite. 
Le corps Franqoise prit position sur la rive 
gauche, vis-a-vis de Hambourg, (le quartier- 
g^n^ral a Harbourg) pour diriger de la les ope¬ 
rations ulterieures pour le passage de TElbe. 
Nous en donnerons les details dans la 2e livrai- 
son de ce r^cit. 



APPENDIX (B.) 


Secret Articles of the Treaty of Alliance between 
France and Austria^ \^th March, 1812. 

Art. 1. Austria shall not be bound to furnish 
the succours stipulated by the 4th article of the 
present treaty*, in the wars which France main¬ 
tains either against England, or on the other side 
of,the Fyrennees. 

2. Jf that war should break out between 
France and Russia, Austria shall furnish said 
succours, as stipulated by the 4th and 5th arti¬ 
cles of the treaty of this day. The regiments 
which are to form the same shall from this pre¬ 
sent time be puj; in march, and cantoned in such 

A 

a manner that in less than fifteen days, to be 
dated from the 1st May, they maybe united near 
Lemberg. The said corps of troops shall be pro¬ 
vided with a double store of artillery and ammu¬ 
nition, and likewise with the carriages requisite 
for the transporting provisions ^necessary for 
twenty days. 


* For the Treaty, vide page 13 Vol. I. 
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3. His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
his part, shall make every necessary disposi¬ 
tion for acting against Russia, at the same time, 
and with all his disposable force. 

4. The corps of troops furnished by his Ma¬ 
jesty the Emperor of Austria shall b(‘ formed 
into three divisions of infantry, and one division' 
of cavalry, commanded by an Austrian General, 
to be chosen by his Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria.. They shall act on the line which shall 
be prescribed for them by his Majesty the Em¬ 
peror of the French, and according to his imme¬ 
diate orders. They shall not at any time bedivided, 
butshall always form a separate a^d distinct corps. 
They shall be furnished with their subsistence 
in an enemy’s country, according to the same 
mode which shall be established for the French 
corps d’armee, without making any alteration in 
the regime and usages in detail, established by 
the military regulations of Austria for feedihg 
the troops. Such trophies and booty as they 
shall take from the enemy, shall belong to 
them. 

« 

5. In the event that by consequence of war 
between France and Russia, the Kingdom of 
Poland should be re-established, his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French especially guarantees, as 
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he does from the present time guarantee the pos¬ 
session of jGallicia to Austria. 

« 

« 

6. In the event of its proving convenient to the. 
Emperor of Austria to cede a part’ of (Jallicia for 
the purpose of its being reunited to tlie King¬ 
dom of Poland, m exchange for the Illyrian 
'provinces, his Majesty EmpiTor of the 

French engages from this pi sto eoiisent to 
such an exchange, '^die parr sn’(biHieia to be 
ceded shall be deterniiiiod act ording to tlu‘ com¬ 
bined basis of the poj)u]ation, ( xteiit, and reve¬ 
nue, in such manner that the twi* objt'cts of (‘x- 
change shall not be regulated solely by th(‘ ex¬ 
tent of territory,'but by its leal value. 

7 .. In case of an unhappy issue to the war, his 
Majesty the Emperor of the French engages to 
procure for his Majesty the Emperor of Austria 
such indemnities and aggrandisements in terri¬ 
tory, which shafl only compensate for the sacri¬ 
fices and expellees of his said Majesty, incurred 
by his co-operation in the war, but shall be a 
monument of the close and durable union which 

r 

exists between the two Sovereigns. 

• 8. If through hatred of the ties and engage¬ 
ments contracted by Austria with France, Aus- 
tiia should be menaced by Russia, his Majesty 





tlie Kmperor of the Fi ench will consider sucli at¬ 
tack as being directed against himself, «nd vvill 

iinniodiatelv commence hostilities. 

« 


m 

9 . The Ottoman Poric shall be invited to ac¬ 
cede to the tr^nit}^ of alliance o*^ this day. 


10. The abov<‘ iM tieles shall remain secret be¬ 
tween the twopo ^ <.')s. 


11. They shall have the same foice as if they 
were inserted in the tn^aty of alliance, and shall 
be ratified, and the rati delations exchanged at the 
same place and at the same tim^ with those of 
the said treaty. 


Done and signed at Paris on the 4th March, 
181 th 


Copt/ of a Letter from M, the Prince of Schwarl- 
zenhurg to M. the Count de Niepperg, Austrian 
Minister at Stockholm, 

Parisy March 14, 1812. 

I profit, M. Duke of Bassano, of an opportu¬ 
nity which offers itself of informing you, before* 
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that you can have received intelligence of it, by 
our Aiinirlei’, that the ties of friendship and re- 
larionship existing between our Court and that 
of France, are this day going to be strengthened 
bv a knot which ought to be a natural consci- 
quence of it, for establishing, in a solemn man¬ 
ner, the relations of intimacy and confidence be¬ 
tween the two empires, 

I 

The great political event furthermore requires 
greater interest by taking place at the moment 
when a war is ready to burst out in the North. 
Our august Master having determined in Iiis 
wisdom, and being true to his system to act in 
the most perfect concert with France, after hav¬ 
ing, in vain, exhausted every measure tending 
to the preservation of peace on the Continent 
with the Cabinet of St. Petersburg, now finds 
himself on the point of taking an active part in 
a cause which has at length become his own. 

In a state of things, when that every means 
should be directed towards one commoji end, 
you cannot more essentially serve the interests 
of our august Master, than by employing the 
credit which I know you enjoy with the govern¬ 
ment to which you are accredited, to attach it to 
a cause to which a recent and painful remem¬ 
brance, as likewise the favourable perspective of 
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effacing it for ever, by the re-occupation of so 
essential a part of the monarchy as Finland, mus*t 
give a national character entirely particular to 
Sweden. 

As it is possible that this letter may find you 
on the Continent, where 1 suppose you had the 
intention of proceeding, 1 cannot avoid recom¬ 
mending to you not to give up the possession of 
my letter itself, under whatever circumstances it 
possibly may be, but to act with all your know¬ 
ledge of business, in the sense of the invitation 

wdiich it contains ; for to an enlightened military 

• 

person such as yourself, M. le Count, I would 
not undertake to enumerate the important ad¬ 
vantages which might result in favour of the 
allied armies, from a diversion in the extremity 
of the North, conducted by an able and expe»- 
rienced General. 



BULLETINS 


ISSUED BY 

BUONAPARTE DURING THE NORTHERN 
CAMPAIGN OF 1812. 


FIRST BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Gumhinnen^ June 20, 1812. 

TOW ARDS the end of 1810, Russia altered 
her political system—the English spirit regained 
its influence—the Ukase respecting commerce 
was its first act. 

In February, 1811, five divisions of the Rus¬ 
sian army quitted the Danube by forced marches, 
and proceeded.to Poland. By this movement 
Russia sacrificed Wallachiaand Moldavia. 

When the Russian armies were united and 
formed, a Protest against France appeared, 
which was transmitted to every Cabinet. Rus^ 
sia by that ani^ounced, that she felt no wish even 
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to save appearances. All means of conciliation 
were employed on the part of France—rail werfe 
ineffectual. * 

Towards the close of 1811 , six months after 
it was manifest in France that all this could end 
only in war, preparations were made for it. The 
garrison of Dantzig was increased to 20,000 
men. Stores of every description, cannons, 
muskets, powder, ammunition, pontoons, were 
conveyed to that place; considerable sums of 
money were placed at the disposal of the de¬ 
partment of engineers for the augmentation of 
its fortifications. 

The army was placed on the war establish¬ 
ment. The cavalry, the train of artillery, and 
the military baggage train, were completed. 

In March, 1812, a treaty of alliance was con¬ 
cluded with Austria; the preceding month a 
treaty had been concluded with Prussia. 

In April the first corps of the Grand Army 
marched for the Oder, the second corps to the 
Elbe, the third corps to the Lower Oder, the 
fourth corps set out from Veron*' -grossed the 
Tyrol, and proceeded to Silesia. The Guards 
left Paris. 
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On the of April, the Emperor of Russia 
took the command of his army, quitted St. 
Petersburg, and moved his head-quarters to 
Wilna. 

I 

In the commencement of May, the first corps 
arrived on the Vistula, at Elbing, and Marien- 
burg; the second corps at Marienwerder, the 
third corps at Thorn, the fourth and sixth corps 
at Plock, the fifth corps assembled at Warsaw, 
the eighth corps on the right of Warsaw, and 
the seventh corps at Pulawy- 


The Emperor set out from St. Cloud on the 
9th of May; crossed the Rhine on the l^th, 
the Elbe on the 59th, and the Vistula on the" 
tfith of June. 


SECOND BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Wilhowiski^ June 55, 1815. 

( 

All means of effecting an understanding be¬ 
tween the two empires became impossible. The 
spirit which reigned in the Russian Cabinet 
hurried it on to war. 
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General Narboiine, Aide*de-Camp to the 
Emperor, was dispatched to Wilna, and could 
remain there only a few days. 13y that wjf& 
gained the proof, that the demanil, equally ar- 
rosrant and <'\traordinarv, which had been made 
by Prince Kurakin, and in which he declared, 
that he would not enter into any explanation 
before France had evacuated the territory of her 
own allies in order to leave them at the mercy 
of llupia, was the sine qua non of that Cabinet, 
and it made that a matter of boast to Foreign 
Powers. 

■ The first corps advanced to the Pregel. The 
Prince of Eckmuhl had his head-quarters, on 
the 11th of June, at Koniiigsbcrg. 

The Marshal Duke of Reggio, commanding 
the second corps, had his head-quarters at 
Wehlaw ; the Marshal Duke of Elchingen, com* 
manding the third corps, at Soldass ; the Prince 
Viceroy, at Rastenburg ; the King of West¬ 
phalia, at Warsaw ; the Prince Poniatowski, at 
Pol 6 t 2 k. The Emperor moved his head-quar- 
ters, on the 12 th, to Koningsberg, on the Pregel ; 
on the 17 th to Intersburg; on the 19 th to 
Gumbinnen. 

A slight hope of accommodation^still remained? 
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The Emperor had given orders to Count Lau- 
riston tq wait on the Emperor Alexander, or on 
his Minister for Foreign Affairs, and to ascertain 
whether there might not yet be some means of 
obtaining a reconsideration of‘ the demand of 
Prince Kurakin, and of reconciling the honour 
of France, and the interest of her allies, with 
the opening a negociation. 

The same spirit which had previously swayed 
the Russian Cabinet upon various pretexts, pre¬ 
vented Count Lauriston from accomplishing his 
mission and it appeared, for the first time, that 
an ambassador, under circumstances of so much 
importance, was unable to obtain an interview, 
either with the Sovereign or his Minister. The 
Secretary of Legation, Prevost, brought this in¬ 
telligence to Gunibinnen; and the Emperor 
issued orders to march, for the purpose of passing 
the Niemeii. “ The conquered,’^ observed he, 

assume the tone of conquerors: fate drags 
them on; let their destinies be fulfilled.” His 

4 

M&jesty caused the following proclamation to be 
inserted in the Orders of the Army: 

“Soldiers! —The second war of Poland 
has commonce*d. The first was brought to a 
close at Friedland and Tilsit. At Tilsit, Russia^ 
»wore eternal alliance with. France, and war with 
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England* She now 

refuses to give any explaii^tion^of 'hel^ 0triltj|;e 
conduct, utitii the Etigles ^of Fraiice stiaO htfve 
repassed t,he Rhine, leaving, by such a moi^eiU'elit, 
our allies at hef mercy. Rtisilia is draggfkl alcuig 
by a fatality! Her destinies mast be oecoiSi* 
plished. Should she, t^en, consider OS de^eiie* 
rate ? Are we no longer tOr be lookod Upoa as 
the soldiers of Austerlitz? Sbe^ffers us the 
alternative of dishonour or war* ''*^The elioice 
cannot admit of hesitation. Let us then march 
forward. Let us' pass the Niemen. Le{ us 
carry the war into her territory. The sedbnd 
war of Poland Will be as gldrious to the Frerfch^ 
arms as the first: but the peace^whicb, We sb|di 
conclude will be its own guarantee, andwinpei)t^ 
an end to that proud and haughty Indubtl^ 
which Russia has for fifty years exercised iif the 
affairs of Europe. 

At our head-quarters at WilhowiskiV dda# 

fiS, 1813 .” 


0 


vot* II. 
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THIRD b'pLI-ETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

<1 

Koima^ June 26, 1812. 

« 

On the 23d of June, the King of Naples, who 
d;omniands the cavalry, transferred his head¬ 
quarters to within two leagues of the Niemcn, 
upon its left bank. This Prince has under his 
irhmediate drders the corps of cavalry, com¬ 
manded by Generals Counts Nansouty and 

Montbrun ; the one, composed of the divisions 

« 

under the command of Generals Counts Bruyeres, 
St. Germain, and Valence; the other, consisting 
of the divisions under the orders of General 
Baron Wattier, and Generals Counts Sebastian! 
and Defrance. 

^ The Marshal Prince of Eckmuhl, command¬ 
ing the first corps, moved his head-quarters to 
the skirts of the great forest of Pilwisky. 

The second corps, and the Imperial Guards, 
followed the line of march of the first corps. 

The thir^ corps took the direction of Marien- 
pol; the yiceroy, with the fourth and sixth 
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" corps, which retnaind in the rear, ma^rchcd upon 
Kalwarry. 

•i 

The King of Westphalia proceeded to Novo- 
gorod, with the fifth, seventh, and eighth 
corps. 

The first Austrian corps, commanded by the 
Prince of Schwartzenburg, quitted Lemberg 
and made a movement on its left, and drew 
near to Lublin. 

The pontoon train, under the orders of General 
Eble, arrived on the 23d, within two leagues of 
theNiemem 

« * 

On the 23d, at two in the morning, the Em- 

% 

peror arrived at the advanced posts near Kowna, 
took a Polish cloak and cap from one-of the 
light cavalry, and inspected the banks of the 
Niemen, accompanied by General Haxo, of the 
engineers, alone. 

* 

At eight in the evening, the army was again 
in motion. At ten, Count Mbrand, General of 
Division, passed 'over three companies of volti- 
geUrs, and at the same time three bridges were 
thrown across the Niemen. At elevefl, thre# 
columns debouched oyer the threfe btidg^* At 
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% qyafter {^ast one, dajf^ began to appear. At 
no(i^n» (General Baron Pajol drove before him a 
cloud of Cossacks, and took possession pf Kow- 
na^ a single h^ttalion^ 

,Cn tlj^ th^ JEmperot proceeded to 

‘Kowna. 

, Macshar^ha ,P|jn^e pf Eckuiuhl pushed for¬ 
ward hia head-qu|rjters to Roumchicki, and the 
f JCing of Naples to j^ketanoqi. 

i)nring t^he whole pf the g^th and 2^th, the 
army was defiling by the bridges. In the even¬ 
ing of the 24th, ^the Emperor caused a new 
bridge to be thrown over the Vilia opposite 
Kpwnar aqd ^j^ected, Marshal the Duke of 
Reggio tp pass It with tl^ secpnd corps. The 
Polish Guards crossed the 

river by swimming. Two men were drowniqg, 
when they were picked up by two swinimefS of 

-Cfueheneue 

theiti Assistance, had nearly rallen a sacrifice him- 
Aelf: a swimmer of hi| regiment saved him. 

On the3«th;g^ Dukie 




OD to Kormelon: the King of Naples adv^nc^ 
to Jigmoroui. The enepy's 
driven in, and pursued oh every'sid^.' 


On the 96 th, Marshal the Duke' of Clehingeii 
arrived at Skoroule. The light divisions of 
cavalry covered the whole plain to wiihiii ^ten , 
leagues of Wilna. 


Marshal the* Duke of Tare^tuhi, who Oom* 
mands the 10th do^Sr dom)iosed In pari of the 
Prussians, passed the Niemeh on the 94tb, kt 
Tilsit, and moved upon Rossiena* in order to 
clear the right bank of that riv^r, ahd tO i>rdtect 
the navigation. 


Marshal the Duke of Belliino, 
the ninth corps, and'having under hfs ord^hi the 
divisions Heudelet, Le-Grange, Dnrutte, and 
Partonaeaux, occupies the gOdhtiykfdti^een Aie'' 

Rlbe and the" Oder. 

< ► 

/ •> 

, The General of Division 
nor of Dantzic, has under hii'otii^'^het'diVffibn 
paendels. 


Thg q^eral ‘sf. ^wNo^Cwnt H<fgeiMlorp. 

is Governor of Konin^berg.^ 
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The Emperor of Russia is at Wilna with his 

guards, and one part of his army occupying 

• ^ 

Honikontoni and Novtroki. 

C 

The Russian General Raggavout, commanding 
the second corps, and a part of the Russian 
army, having been cut off from Wilna, had no 
other means of safety than by proceeding towards 
the Dwina. 

• 

The Niemen is navigable for vessels of two or 
three hundred tons, as far as Kowna. The com¬ 
munications by water are also secured as far as 
Dantzic, and with the Vistula, the Oder, and the 
Elbe. An immense supply of brandy, flour, 
and biscuit, is passing from Dantzic and Konings- 
berg towards Kowna. The Vilia, which flows 
by Wilna, is navigable for very small boats from 
Kowna to Wilna. Wilna, the capital of Lutha- 
nia, is also the chief town of all Polish Russia. 
The Emperor of#Russia has been for several 
months in this city with a part of his Court. 
Hie possession of this place will he the first fruit 
of victory. Several Cossack officers, and officers 
charged with dispatches, have been captured by 
the light cavalry. 
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FOURTH BULLETIN OP THE GRAND ARMY. 

Wilna, June 30^ 181^. 

On the 27th the Emperor arrived at the ad¬ 
vanced posts at two in the afternoon, and put 
the army in motion for the purpose of approach¬ 
ing W^ilna, and attacking the Russian army at 
day-break of the 28th, should it wish to defend 
Wilna, or retard its capture, in order to save 
the immense magazines which it - had there. 
One Russian division occupied Troki, and 
another division was on the hejghts of Tfaka. 

At day-break of the 28th, the King of Naples 
put himself in motion with the advanced-guard, 
and the light cavalry of General Count Rruyeres. 
The Marshal Prince of Eckmuhi supported him 
with his corps. The Russians every wb^re 
retired. After exchanging some cannon-shot, 
they crossed the Vilia in gre^t haste, burned the 
wooden bridge of Wilna, and set fire to immense 
^ magazines, valued at many'millions of roubles: 
more than 130,000 quintals of flour, an immense 
supply of forage and of ojats, and a great mass 
of articles of clothing were burned. A great 
quantity of arms, in which Russia is in general 
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tleficien^, and of warlike stores, was destroyed 
and thrown into the Vilia. 

^ ^ r 

At mid-day the Emperor entered Wiina. At 
^three o'clock the bridge over the Vilia was re- 
establislied. All the carpenters of the city re» 
paired to it with zeal, and constructed a bridge, 
while the pontoneers at the same time con- 
strutJted another. 

The division Bruyeres followed the enemy by 
the left bank. In a slight affair with their rear, 
about eighty carriages were taken from the 
Russians. There were some men killed and 
wounded; among the latter is the Captain of 
, Hussars, Segur. The Polish light-horse of the 
Guard made a chai|^e on the right bank of the 
Vilia, put ^ to rout, pursued, and made prison- 
ers a Considerable number of Cossacks. 

^ % 

On the 25th, tfie Duke of Reggio had crossed 
the A^ilia, by a bridge thrown over nearKowna. 
On tfate ^6th he marched upon Javou, and on 
the'27th on Chatoiii.- ‘This movement obliged 
the Prince of Witgenijtein, Commandant of the 
first corps of the Russian army, to evacuate all 
Sambgitia, and the country lying between 
Kowba and tlie sea; and to retire upon Wilko-"^ 
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mir, after obtaining a reioforcement of two regi¬ 
ments of the guards. 

V 

On the 98th a rencounter toc|k place. The 
Marshal Duke of Reggio found the enemy drawn 
up opposite Develtovo. A cannonading coqa* 
menced; the enenty was driven from one posi* 
tion to another; and passed the bridge with so 
much precipitation, that he could not set fire to 
it. He lost 300 prisoners, among whom are 
several officers, and about 100 killed or wounded. 
Our loss amounts to about 50 men. 

The Duke of Reggio praises the brigade df 
light cavalry, commanded by General Baron 
Castex, and the llth regiment of light infantry, 
composed entirely of Frenchmen from the de« 
partments beyond the Alps. The young Roman 
conscripts have shewn a great deal of intre¬ 
pidity. 

A 

The enemy set fire to his.grand magazine at 
Wilkomir. LJp to the last moment the inhabi¬ 
tants were .pillaging some barrels of flour: we 
succeeded in recovering a pa|Pt^ 

On the 99th, the Duke ofBlchingen threw a 
bridge over the Vilia opposite'Souderva, Some 
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columns received a direction to march by the 
Voads at' Grodno and YoHiynia, for the purpose 
'of coming up with yarious Russfan corps that 
were cut off and scattered. 

f 

VYilna is a city containing from 25 to 30,000 
souls, with a great number of convents, fine 
public buildings, and inhabitants full of patriot¬ 
ism. Four or five hundred young men of the 
University, above eiohtoen, and belonging to the 
best families, have requested to form a legirnent. 

I 

The enemy is retiring upon the Dvvina. A 
great number of Officers of the Staff and of esta- 
fettes are daily falling into our hands. Wc are 
obtaining proofs of the exaggeration of all that 
Russia has published with regard to the immen¬ 
sity of her means. Only two battalions to each 
regiment are with the army: the third battalions, 
the statements of the situation of many of which 
have been foun^d m the intercepted correspond¬ 
ence of the officers of the regimental depots, do 
not in general amount to more than 120 or 200 
men. 

The Court set off from VYilna 24 hours after 
being apprised of our passage at Kowna. Samo- 
gitia, and Lithuania, are almost entirely Irbe- 
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rated. The centralization of Bragation towards 
the North, has very much weakened the •troops 
which were to defend Volhynia. 

• * » 

The King of Westphalia, with the corps of 

Prince Ponialowski, and the 7th and 8th corps, 
must have entered Grodno on tlie 29th. 

Different columns have set out to fall upon 
the flanks of the corps of Bragation, which, on 
the 20th, received orders to proceed by forced 
marches from Proujany towards Wilna, and 
the head of which had already arrived within 
four days’ march of the latter city^; but events 
have forced it to retreat, and it is now pursued. 

Hitherto the campaign has not been san* 
guinary; there have been only manoeuvres: we 
have made in all 1000 prisoners. But ^ the 
enemy has already lost the capital, and the^ 
greater part of the Polish provinces, which are 
in a state of insurrection. All th^ magazines of 
the first, second, and third lines, the result of 
two years care, .and valued at more than 20 
millions of rubles, are consumed by the flames, 
or fallen into our power. In fine, the head¬ 
quarters of the French army are in the place 
where the Court was for six weeks. 
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Amidst the great number of intercepted let¬ 
ters, the following*' are remarkable: the one 
from the Intendant of the Russian army, who 
communicates, that Russia having already lost 
all her magazines of the 1st, the 2d, and 3d 

* R^ort qf the Intendant General Laba to the Minister of War 

at JVi/na. 

" I have this moment had the honour to receive your Ex¬ 
cellency's letter. No. 279, dated the l2tH (24th) of this 
month, by which you communicate to me the pleasure of his 
Imperial Majesty for the speedy establishment of magazines 
at Vitepsk, Ostrotl^ Veliki-Louki, and P:>koff 1 ha\e al¬ 
ready dispatched for Vitepsk the courier Stephanofl* who 
brought me this order. I am about to take all the necessary 
measures for its complete execution, and shall have the ho¬ 
nour to communicate to you what 1 shall have done to obey 
the pleasure of his Imperial Majesty, relative to the 'esta¬ 
blishment of these magazines. 

4 

* (Signed) “ LABA, Intendant-General. 

No. 727. DrilSsa, 14 (26) June, 1812, one in the morning.', 


JUport qfthe Militafy Governor of White Russia, to his Ma* 
jesty, the Emperor, at Wilna, 

I have had the honour to receive, this day, the Ukase of 
your Imperial Majesty, dated the 12th (24th) inst. by which 
you have been pleased to declare in a state of war the provinces 
of White Russia^ Vitepsk, and Mohiloff. 
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lines« is reduced to the situation of forming 
new ones in all haste; the other from^Duke 
Alexander of •Wirtemburg^ which shews, that 
after a cajnpaign of a few days, the provinces 
of the centre are* already declared in a state of 
war. 

# 

In the present situation of things, bad the 
Russian army believed that they had any chance 
of victory, the defence of Wilna would have been 
equivalent to a battle; and in all countries, but 
particularly in that where we now are, the pre¬ 
servation of a triple line of magazines should 
have determined a General to risk the chances 
of it. 

Manoeuvres, then, alone have placed in the 
power of the French army a considerable portion 
of the Polish provinces, the capital, and three 
lines of magazines. The magazines of Wilna 
were set on hre with so, much precipitation,, 
that we have been able \o save a great many 
things. 

>1 ^ ^ * 

I have forthwith ^et about the execution of this order* » 

(Signed) *Duke ALEXANDER of WIRTEMBURG, 

^ ** Govempr of White Russia 

** No. 2197. Vitepsk, 15 (27) June, 1812.** 
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H^TH BaLLEriN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

' Wilna^ July 6, 1812. 

The Russian army was posted and organized 
in the following manner, at the commencement 
of hostilities:— 

The first corps, commanded by Prince Wit- 
genstein, consisting of the 6th and 14th divi¬ 
sions of infantry, and one division of cavalry, 
amounting, in the whole, to 18,000 men, in¬ 
cluding artillery and sappers, had been a con¬ 
siderable time at Chawli. It had since occupied 
Rossiena; and was, on the 24th of June, at 
Reydanoui. 

The second corps, commanded by General 
Baggavout, ejonsisting of the 4th and 17th divi- 
sions of infantry, and one division of cavalry, 
constituting the same force, occupied Kowna. 

The third corps, commanded by General Schou- 
valoff, composed of the first division of grena¬ 
diers, one division of infantry, and a division of 
cavalry, amounting to 24,000 men, occupied 
Novtroky.' 
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The fourth corps, commanded by Genc'ral 
TutchkofF, composed of the 11th and 2jJd divi-* 
sions of infantry, and one division of cavalry,—^ 
in thew^holc 18,000 men, was stationed on the 
line from Novtroky to Lida. 

The Imperial Guards were at Wilna. 

The sixth corps, commanded by General 
Dochtoroff, consisting of two divisions of in¬ 
fantry, and one of cavalry, amounting to 18,000 
men, had formed a part of the army of Prince 
Bragation. In tin* middle of June, this corps 
arrived at Lida from N^oihynia, in order to reinf- 
force the first army. It lay, at th5 end of June, 
between Lida and Grodno. 


The fifth corps, composed of the second divi¬ 
sion of grenadiers, of the 12th, 18th, and 26th 
divisions of infantry, and two divisions o’f ca¬ 
valry, was, on the 30th at Wilhowiski. Prince* 
Bragation commanded this corps, which might 
probably amount to 40,000 men. 

* Lastly, the 9th and 16th divisions of infantry, 
and a division of cavalry, commanded by 
General Markoff, \vas at the extremity of Vol- 
hynia. 
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The passage of the Vilia, which took place 
on the»25thof June, and the movement of the 
"Duke of Reggio upon Janoff, and towards Cha- 
toui, obliged the corps of Witgenstein to pro¬ 
ceed towards Wilkomir and od its leR; and the 
corps of Baggavout to make for Dinabourg by 
Mouchnicki and Gedroitse. These two corps 
were thus cut off from Wilna. 

The third and fourth corps, and Russian Im¬ 
perial Guards, retired from Wilna upon Ne- 
mentshin, Swentziani, and V^idzoni. The King 
of Naples pressed them vigorously along the 
banks of the Vilia. The 10th regiment of Po¬ 
lish hussars, which was at the head of the co¬ 
lumn of the division of Count Sebastiani, came 
up near Lebowo, with a regiment of Cossacks of 
the party which covered the rear-guard, and 
charged at full gallop, killed nine, and made 
about a dozen prisoners. The Polish troops, 
'which up tcr'^this moment have engaged in a 
^^ arge, have shown rare resolution. They are 
animated by enthusiasm and passion. 

On tht* 3 (j of July, the King of Naples 
marched upi;)n Swantziany^ and there overtook 
Baron de Toi'Jy^s fear-guard. He gave orders 
to General M^ntbrun to charge; • but the Rus¬ 
sians did no^ wait the attac|:, and retired with 
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such precipitation, that a squadron of UhlaQs, 
which was^ returning from a reconnoissance pn 
the side of Mihailetki, fell in with our out¬ 
posts. It was ^charged by the 12th chasseurs, 
and the whole either taken or slain. Sixty men 
were taken with their horses. The Poles who 
are amongst these prisoners have applied to. 
serve, and have been taken, full mounted, into 
the Polish troops. 

On the 4th, at day-break, the King of Naplef 
entered Swantziany, the Marshal Duke of El- 
chi ngen entered Maliatoni, and the Marshal 
Duke of Reggio, Avanta. • 

On the 30th of June, Marshal the Duke of 
Tarentum, arrived at Rossiena; he proceeded 
beyond that to Poneviez, Chawli, aud Tesch. 

The immense magazines which the Russians 
had in Samogitia have been burned by them¬ 
selves, which has occasioned an enormous loss, 
not only to their finances, but still more to ths 
subsistence of the people. 

The corps of Dochtorofi^ however, viz. the 
6th corps, was, till the 27th of June, without 
any orders, and had made no movement. On 
the 28th it assembled, and put itsflelf in emotion, 

VOL. II. p 
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111 order to proceed to the J) wina by marching on 
its flank. * On the .‘30th, its advanced-guard en- 
tered Soleinicki. Tt was charged by the light 
cavalry of General Baron Borde Soult, and driven 
out of the village. Dochtoroff perceiving that 
he was anticipated, turned to the right, and made 
,for Ochmiani. General Baron Pajol arrived at 
that place with his light cavalry, at the moment 
when Dochtproff’s van-guard entered it. Gene¬ 
ral Pajol charged. The enemy was sabred and 
overthrown in the town ; he lost 60 men killed, 
and 18 prisoners. General Pajol had five men 
killed, and some wounded. This charge was 
made by the 9th regiment of Polish lancei*s. 

General Dochtoroff, seeing his route inter¬ 
cepted, fell back upon Olchanoni. Marshal the 
Prince of Eckmuhl, with a division of infantry, 
the cuirassiers of the division of Count V^alencc, 
and the second ^regiment of light cavalry of the 
guard, moved upon Ochmiani, in order to sup¬ 
port General Pajol. 

The corps of Dochtorofl, thns cut off and 
driven towards the south, continued to prose¬ 
cute the movement on the right by forced 
marches, with the sacrifice of its baggage, upon 
Smoroghoni, Danowctieff, and Robouilnicki, 
whence he m^de for the Dwina. This move- 
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merit liad been foreseen, (reneral Nansoatv, 

• » 

with a diyision of cuirassiers, the division, of 
light cavalry of Count liruyeres, and Count Mo- 
rand’s division, of infantry, advanced to Mihai- 
letki, with a view to cut off this corps. He 
arrived on the 3d at Swin, at the time when it 
passed that place, and pushed it briskly, flci 
took a large number of waggons, and obliged the 
enemy to abandon some hundreds of baggage 
carts. 

The uncertainty, the anxiety, the marches 
and counter-niarches which these troops had 
endured, the fatigues which tjiey had under¬ 
gone, must have made them suffer severely. 

Torrents of rain fell during thirty-six hours, 
without intermission. The weather has sud¬ 
denly changed from extreme heat to very severe 
cold. Several thousands of horses have perisRed 
by the effects of this sudden transitio;i. Con¬ 
voys of artillery have been stopped by the mud. 

This terrible storm, which has fatigued* both 
men and beasts, has unavoidably retarded our 
march ; and the corps of Djochtoroff, which suc¬ 
cessively fell in with the columns of General 
Borde Soult, of General Pajol, and General Naa- 
souty, has narrowly escaped destiwction.. 
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Prince Bragation, with the 5th corps stationed 
moi'e in the rear, marches towards the Dwina. 
He set out, on the 30th of June, from Wolowiski 
to Minsk'. 


The King ot Westphalia entered Grodno the 
same day. The division Dombrowski passed it 
first. The Hetman Platoff was still at Grodno 
with his Cpssacks. When charged by the light 
cavalry of Prince ^^oniatowski, the Cossacks 
were dispersed in every direction. Twentv were 
killed, and sixty made prisoners. At (irodno 
were found materials for 100,000 rations of bread, 
and some remains of the magazine. 

ij 


It had been tbreseen, that Bragation would 
tall back upon the Dwina, l)y drawing as iu‘ar as 
possible to Dinabourg ; and the General of Divi¬ 


sion, Count Grouchy, 
nrtff’. 1 te was jjon the 


had been sent to Bogda- 
3d at Trabmi. Marshal 


the J^rince ot Eckmuhl, rt‘inforccd by two divi¬ 
sions, was on the 4th at Wichnew. If l^rince 


Poniatowski had vigorously pressed th(‘ rear¬ 
guard of the corps of Bragation, tlfat corps would 
have been endangered. 


All the enemy's corps are in a state of the 
greatest uncertainty. The Hetman Platoff was 
still igKorant On the 30th of June, that Wilna 
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had been two days in the possession of the 
Trench. He took a direction towards that city, 
as far as'Lida, at which place he changed* his 
route, and moved towards the south. 

t 

The sun, during the whole of the ^th, re-esta¬ 
blished the roads. Every thing is now organi¬ 
sing at Wilna. The suburbs have sufl'ered by 
the vast crou ds of people that rushed into them 
during tlie continuance of the tempest. There 
was a Russian apparatus thpre for 60,000 rations. 
Another has been established for an equal num¬ 
ber of rations. Magazines are forming. The 
head of the convoys arrives at Kowna by the 
Niemen. Twenty thousand quintals of flour, 
and a million rations of biscuit, have just arrived 
here from Dantzic. 


SIXTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMV.’ 

Wilna^ July 11, 1812. 

\ 

The King of Naples continues to follow the 
enemy’s rear-guard. On the oth,. he met the 
enemy’s cavalry in a position upon the Dziana. 
He caused it to be charged by the brigade of 
light cavalry commanded by General Baron €u- 
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feervie^ The Prussian regiments, the Wirtem- 
burgers and Poles, which form a part of this bri¬ 
gade, charged with the greatest intrepidity. 
They overturned a line of Russian dragoons and 
hussars, and took 200 prisoners, with their 
horses. When they arrived on the other side of 
the Dziana, they broke down the bridges, and 
shewed a disposition to defend the passage of 
that river. General Count Montbrun then 
brought up^his five batteries of light artillery, 
which, during sevej^l hours, carried destruction 
into the ranks of the enemy. The loss of the 
Russians has been considcriihle. 

#■ 

General CountSebastiani arrived on the same 
day at Vidzoni, whence the Emperor of Russia 
had departed on the preceding evening. 

Our advanced-guard is upon the Dwina. 

General Coui^t Nansouty was, on the 5th of 
July, at Postavoni. In order to pass the Dziana, 
he proceeded six miles farther on the right of the 
King of Naples. The General of Brigade Rous¬ 
sel, with the 9th regiment of Polish light cavalry, 
and the 2d regiment of Prussian hussars, passed 
the river, overthrew six Russian squadrons, sa¬ 
bred a great number, and took 4*5 prisoners, wdth 
several officers. General Nansouty praises the 
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conduct of General Roussel; and mentions with 
commeildation, Lieutenant Borke, of the Pnfs- 
sian hussar^, the sub-officer Kraiise, and the hus¬ 
sar Lutze. His Majesty has granted the insig¬ 
nia of the Legidn of Honour to General Roussel, 
and to the officers and sub-offigers above- 
named. 

General Nansouty took 130 Russian mounted 
hussars and dragoons prisoners. 

On the 3d of July, the communication was 
opened between Grodno and Wilna, by Lida. 
The Hetman Platoff, with 6000 Cossacks, when 
driven out of Grodno, moved tov^ards Lida, and 
found there the French posts. He descended to 
I vie on the 5th. 

General Count Grouchy occupied Witchnew, 
Traboni, and Soubolnicki. General Baron Pa- 
jol was at Perchia; General Baron Borde Soull 
was at Blakchtoni: Marshal the Prince*of Eck- 
muhl was in advance of Bobrowitski, pushing 

heads of columns in every direction. 

. 

Platoff retreated precipitately, on the 6th, to 
Nikolaew. 

Prince Bragation, having set ou t in the begiif- 
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ning of Jul}^ from Wilhovviski on his route for 
Wilna, wgs intercepted in his inarch, lie turned 
back with a view to reach Minsk :• anticipated 
there by the Prince of Eckmuhl, he altered his 
direction, gave up his intention of proceeding to¬ 
wards the Dwina, and moved towards the Borist- 
henes, by Bobruisk, across the marshes of the 
«Berezina. 

Marshal the Prince of Eckmuhl entered Minsk 
on the Sth. He ^tind there consideralile ma¬ 
gazines of flour, hay, clothing, &c. Bragation 
had already arrived at Novoi-Sworgiew: per¬ 
ceiving that he was anticipated, he sent orders 
to burn the magazines; but the Prince of Eck¬ 
muhl did not give time for efi’ecting these 
orders. 

The King of Westphalia was on the 9th at 
Novogrodek ; General Regnier, atKonina: ma¬ 
gazines, baggage-waggons, quantities of medi¬ 
cines, and straggling parties, fall into our hands 
every instant. The Russian divisions are stray¬ 
ing in these counties without any previously ar¬ 
ranged route, pursued on every side, losing their 
^baggage, burning their magazines, destroying 
their artillery, and leaving their places without 
defence. 



(Jcnerai Baron Colbert took, at Vilcika, a ma¬ 
gazine of :300 quintals of flour, an liundivd thou* 
sand rations of bread, &c. He found also at Vi* 
loika a chest containing 200,000 francs, in cop¬ 
per money. • 

All these advantages have scarcely cost the 
French army a man. Since the opening of the 
campaign, there have been about thirty killed in 
all the corps, about 100 wounded, and ten pri¬ 
soners ; whilst we have alreadtaken troin 2000 
to 2.300 Uussian prisoners. 


Fhe Prince ol‘Schwartzenburg passed the Bug 
at Oroghitschin, pursued the eneihy in difthrent 
directions, and made himself master of many 
baegage-carts. The Prince of Schwartzenburg 
praises the reception he has met with from the 
inhabitants, and the spirit of patriotism which 
animates these countries. 

• I 

Thus, ten days after opening the campaign, 
our advanced posts are upon the Dwina. Al¬ 
most the whole of Lithuania, containing four 
ndllions of inhabitants, has been conquered. The 
operations of the war commenced at the passage 
of the Vistula. The projects of the Emperor 
were from that*time plainly unfolded, and he had 
no time to lose in carrying them into execution^* 
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Thus, the army has been making forced 
marches from the period of passing that river, in 
order to advance by means of manoeuvres upon 
the Dwina; for the distance between the V^is- 
tula and the Dwina is greater than that between 
the Dwina and Mosiere, or Petersburg. 

The Russians appear to be concentrating 
themselves upon Dinabourg: they give out that 
it is their intention to wait for us, and to give us 
battle before we- enter their ancient provinces, 
—after having abandoned Poland without a con¬ 
test, as if they were constrained by justice, and 
Wished to restore a country badly acquired, inas¬ 
much as it was not gained by treaties, or by the 
right of conquest. 

The heat continues to be very violent. 

The people of Poland are in motion on all 
sides. The White Eagle is hoisted every where. 
Priests, nobles, peasants, women, all call for the 
independence of their nation. The peasants are 
extremely jealous of the happiness of the pea- 
8£tnts of the Grand Duchy, who are free; for, 
whatever may be said to the contrary, liberty is 
considered by the Lithuanians as the greatest 
blessing. The peasants express themselves with 
a vivacity of elocution, which would not seem to 
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belong to the climates of the North ; and all em¬ 
brace with transport the hope that the result of * 
the struggle will be the re-establishment of their * 
liberty. The peasants of the Grand Duchy have 
gained by their liberty:—not that they are richer, 
but that the proprietors are obliged to be mode¬ 
rate, just, and humane; because, otherwise, the 
peasants would quit their lands in order to seek 
better proprietors. Thus the noble loses nothing ; 
he is only obliged to be just, and the peasant 
gains much. It must be an agreeable gratifica¬ 
tion for the heart of the Emperor, to witness, in 
crossing the Grand Duchy, the transports of joy 
and gratitude which the blessing of liberty,’ 
granted to four millions of men, has excited. 

Six regiments of infantry are just ordered to 
be raised by a new levy in Luthania; and four 
regiments of cavalry have been offered by the 
nobility. 


SEVENTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Wilna^ July 16, 1812. 

His Majesty has erected upon the right bank 
of the Viliaan entrenched camp, surrounded by* 
redoubts; and constructed a ci.tacfel uppfi the 
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mountain, on which was the ancient palace of 

• Jagcll/Diis. Thus, two bridi^es upon piles are 

• being constructed. Three bridges upon rafts 
are already established. 

t 

On the 8th, his Majesty reviewed a part of 
his guard, composed of Laborde’s'and Roguet’s 
divisions, commanded bv Marshal the Duke of 
Treviso, and the old guard under the orders of 
Marshal the Duke of Dantzic, in front of the 
intrenched camp. The fine appearance of these 
troo])s excited general admiration. 

. On the -ith, Marshal the Duke of Tarentum 
set out from his head-quarters in Rossien, the 
capital of Sainogitia, one of the finest and most 
fertile provinces in Poland; the General of 
Brigade, Baron Ricard, with a part of the 7th 
division, to march upon Poniewicz; the Prussian 
General Kleist had been sent upon Chawli; 

' and the Pr^^ssian Brigadier do Jeannerel, with 
another Prussian brigade, upon Tilch. These 
three Generals have arrived at their destinations. 
General Kleist was only able to reach a single 
Russian Hussar,—the enemy having hastily 
evacuated Chawli, after setting the magazines 
on fire. 


General Ricard arrived early in the morning 
of the 6th aft Poniewicz. He had the good for- 



tune to save the magazines which were in it, 
and which contained .‘30,000 quintals of meal. 

took 1()0 prisoners, among whom were four 
officers. This expedition does the greatest.ho¬ 
nour to the d(‘tachm(‘nt of the Prussian Death 

Hussars, who wer(! charged with the execution 
► 

of it. J1 is Maj esty has besto^ved the Legion of 
Honour on the Commandant of it, on Ijieu- 
tenant de ileven, the sub-officers Werner and 
J’onimeroit, and iirigadier (irrahouski, who in 
this affair distinguished themselves. 

Idle inhabitants of the jirovince of Samogitia 
are distinguished lor their patriotisiq ; they were 
free, their country was rich, but their destinies 
changed with the fall of Poland. The better 
and finest [larts of the country were; given by 
Catherine to Souboff: tlie peasants, frc'c as they 
were, were compelled to la'come slaves. 

The flank movement made by the army upon 
Wilna having turned this fine province, it will 
be of the utmost utility to the army. Two 
thousand horses are on their march to repair the 
losses of the artillery. Considerable magazines 
have been preserved. The march of the army 
from Kowna upon Wilna, and from Wilna upon 
Dinabourg and Minsk, has obliged the enemy to 
abandon the banks of the Niemen, gnd rendered 



222 


that river free, by which numerous convoys 
‘ arrive Kowna. 

We have at this moment more than 150,000 
• * 

quintals of meal, 2,000,000 rations of biscuit, 
600,000 quintals of rice, &c. The convoys suc¬ 
ceed each other with rapidity; the Niemen is 
covered wdth boats. 

passage of the Niemen took place on the 
24th, and the Emperor entered Wilna on the 
28th. The 1st army of the west, commanded 
by the Emperor Alexander, is composed of nine 
divisions of infantry, and four of cavalry: driven 
from post to J)0St, it now occupies the entrenched 
camp at Drissa, in which, the King of Naples, 
with the corps of Marshals the Dukes of El- 
chingen and Reggio, several divisions of the 1st 
corps, and the cavalry corps of Counts Nansouty 
and'Montbrun, keep it. The 2d army, com¬ 
manded by Prince Bragation, was on the 1st of 
July at Kobrin, where it had collected. The 
9th and 13th divisions, under General Tormozoff, 
were still farther off. On the first intelligence 
of the passage of the Niemen, Bragation put 
himself in motion to march upon Wilna; he 
effected his junction with Platoff's Cossacks, 
who were opposite Grodno. Arrived upon the 
source of the I vie, he learned that the road to 
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VVilna was shut against him : he discovered that 
the execution of the orders he had received 
would be rash, and cause his ruin,—Soubolnicki) 
Troboue, Witchnew, A olojinck, being occupied 
by General Grouchy, General Baron P^tjol, and 
the Prince of Eckmuhrs corps; he therefore 
retrograded, and took the direction of Minsk : 
but, arrived mid-way towards that town, he 
learned that the Prince ofEckmuhl had entered 
it; he again retrograded: from Newig he marched 
upon Slousk,. and from thence upon Bobruisk, 
from whence he will have no other resource 
than that of passing the Boristhenes. Thus the 
two armies are completely divided and separated; 
there being between them a distance of an 
hundred leagues. The prince of Eckmuhl has 
seized upon the strong place of Borrisoff, upon 
the Berezina: 60,000lb. of powder, 16 pieces 
of besieging artillery, and some hospitals, have 
fallen into his power. Considerable magazines 
were set on fire; a part w^s, however, saved. 

On the loth. General Latour Maubourg sent 
the division of light cavalry, commanded by 
General Rosnieki, in advance towards Mir. It 
met the enemy^s rear-guard at a short distance 
from that town. A very brisk engagement took 
place. Notwithstanding the inferiority of the 
Polish division in number, it remained masten> 



of the field. The General of Cossacks, Grego- 
riofF, w*as killed, and 1500 Russians were killed* 
and wounded. Our loss, at the utmost, was not 
more than 500. The Polish li^ht cavalry fought 
with the greatest intrepidity, and its courage 
supplied the want of number. The same day 
we entered Mir. 

I 

On the 13th, the King of Westphalia had his 
head-quarters at Nisvy, 

The Vi(!eroy has arrived at Dockchilsoui. 

The Bavarians, commanded by General Count 
Gouvion St, Cyr, were reviewed on the 14 th, at 
Wilna, by the Emperor. Deroy’s and Wr(‘de’s 
divisions are very fine. These troops have 
marched on Slouboku. 

f 

The Diet at Warsaw, being constituted into 
a general Confederation of Poland, has named 
Prince* Adam Czartorinski for its President. 
This Prince, aged eighty years, has for fifty years 
been Marshal of the Diet of Poland. The first 
act of the Diet was to declare the kingdom of 
Poland re-established. A deputation from the 

I 

Confedf‘ration was presented to his Majesty at 
Wilna, who submitted for his approbation and 
‘protection the Act of Confederation :— 
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Speech of the Count Palatine Wt/hie/ci^ President 
of the Deptitation^ to the Rmperor Napoleon. 

“ Sire, 

The Diet of the Duchy of W'arsaw, reunited 
at the approach of your Majesty’s puissant ar¬ 
mies, has discerned at once, that they havt* 
rights to reclaim, and duties of the most ele¬ 
vated order to fulfil. By an unanimous voice it 
has constituted its<'lf a gc'iieral Confederatiojn of 
Poland ; it has declared Poland re-established 
in her rights, and all the usurpatory and arbi¬ 
trary acts which would have destroyed her ex¬ 
istence, to be annulled, and of no force. 

“ Sire,—Your Majesty labours for posterity 
and for history; as all Europe cannot misunder¬ 
stand our rights, no more can we misconceive 
our duties. A nation, free and independent 
from the earliest ages,—we did not lose our 
territory and our independence, either by 
treaty or by conquest, but through perfidy and 
treason. Treason never could constitute a right. 
We have seen our last King dragged to Peters¬ 
burg, and there perish,—and our nation toyn 
into pieces, and parted amongst Princes^.against 
VOL II. Q 
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whom she had not made war, and who had not 
conquered fier. 

“ Our, rights will, therefore, appear evident 
in the eyes of men, and in the* eyes of God 
himself. We have a right to declare ourselves 
Poles, to re-establish the throne of the Jasrellons 
and Sobieskis—to seize again on our national 
existence—to re-assemble our divided members 
—to arm ourselves for our native country : and 
to prove, in combating for her, that we are 
worthy descendants of our forefathers. 

m 

“ Whatever constitutes our rights, constitutes 
likewise our duties. Thanks to your gracious 
Majesty, four millions of Poles are now frees 
and governed by the Polish laws: but the hap¬ 
piness which they enjoy has not, undiT the on- 
istiinr circumstances, suffocated the sentiments 
of duty exacted by their country, which are en¬ 
graved on their hearts, and are commanded by 
heaven itself. 

Our brethren, forming the greater part of the 
population of Poland, are still curbed under the* 

oppression of the Russians. We dare to reclaim 

$ 

their rights, and to present a centre of re-union 
for the whole Polish family. 
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Could your Majesty disavow or blam^ us, 
for having done fvhat our duty, as Poles, .ex¬ 
acted of us; and for having re-assumed our rights ? 
Yes, Sire, the Polish country is proclaimed 
from this day: she exists in equity, but will she 
exist in fact? Duty and justice legitimate our 
resolution: but will the strength be on our side? 
And God,—1ms he not sutFiciently punished 
Polana foi her divisions,—will he perpetuate 
our inisl’ortunes,—and shall the Poles, who have 
?>ourished the love of their country, descend 
into the grave, melancholy and without hope? 

’ you, Sire, have been raised up by Provi¬ 
dence,— its strength is put intq your Majesty’s 
hands,—and the existence of our Duchy is due 
to the puissance of your arms! 

‘ The Confederation has deputed us to wait 
on you, to submit its Act of Confederation to 
your supreme sanction, and to request your 
puissant protection for the kingdom of Poland. 

‘‘ Say, Sire, ‘The kingdom of Poland exists,' 
and that decree will to the world be equivalent 
to the reality I 


“ We are sixteen millions of Polanders, among 
whom there is not one whose blood, whose ariq, 
whose fortune, is not devoted to your Majesty. 
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Evejry sacrifice will appear light to us, when it 
is tg effect the restoration of oilr native country, 
ftoiri the Dwina to the Dniester, from the Bo- 
risthenes' to the Oder. One single word from 
your Majesty will devote to you every arm, 
every effort, and every heart. Thrs unprece- 
denttid war, which Russia,—notwithstanding 
the renieinbrancc of Austerlitz, of Polotzk, of 
Eylau, of Friedland,—notwithstanding the oaths 
taken at Tilsit and at Erfnrth.—has dared to de¬ 
clare, is, we doubt not, Sire, a decree of Erovi- 
denc(3, which, touched with the misfortunes of 
our nation, has resolv^ed to put an end to them. 
This second Polish war is scarcely commenced, 
and already we bring our homage to your Ma¬ 
jesty, in the capital of the Jagellons. Already 
are your Majesty's eagles on the Dwina; and 
the armies of Russia separated, divided, cut off, 
wander about, and seek in vain to re-unite and 
tarm themselves. 

“ The interest of your Majesty’s empire re¬ 
quires the re-establishment of Poland; and, pro¬ 
bably, the honour of France is equally interested 
in it. If the dismemberment of Poland was the 
sign of the declension of the French monarchy, 
may her re-establishment be a proof of the pros¬ 
perity to which your Majesty has elevated 
France! Oppressed Poland has turned her eyes 
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for almost three centuries towards France, that 

^ • 

great and generous nation. But fate has re- 
served this termination for the Head of the 
Fourth Dynasty—for Napoleon the CJreat, be¬ 
fore whom tfie policy of three centuries were 
but a momentary object, and the space from 
South to North but a single movement. 

“We present to your Majesty the Act of 
Confederation, which claims the revival and 
existence of Poland. We renew before you our 
oath, in the name of all oui brethren, to preserve 
the same solemn engagement to the very end ; 
and with the concurrence of all our minds, of 
all our means, and, should it be needful, of all 
the blood which runs in our veins,—to carry on 
the enterprise which we shall not have formed 
in vain, if your Majesty will deign to support 
it. 

To the Act of Confederation his Majesty re¬ 
plied as follows: — 

“ Gentlemen Deputies of the Confederation 
of Poland,— 

“ I have heard with interest what you have 
related to me. 
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Poles! I would have thought and acted 
like you: like you I would have voted in the 
assembly at Warsaw. Love of the country is 
the first duty of civilized man. 

“In my situation I have many interests to 
conciliate, and many duties to perform. Had 
I reigned during the first, second, or third par¬ 
tition of Poland, I would have armed all my 
people to support you. As soon as victory 
enabled me to restore your ancient laws to your 
capital, and a part of your provinces, I did it,— 
without prolonging a war which would have 
continued to spill the blood of my subjects. 

“ I love your nation. For sixteen years I 
have seen your soldiers by my side, in the fields 
of Italy, as well as those of Spain. 

“ I applaud all you have done; I authorise 
the efforts you wish to make: I will do every 
thing that depends on me to second your reso¬ 
lutions. 

“ If .your efforts are unanimous, you may 
conceive the hope of reducing your enemies to 
acknowledge your rights; but in these coun¬ 
tries, so distant and extensive, it is entirely 
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upon the unanimity of the efforts of tlie popu¬ 
lation which covers them, that you must fouiul 

• * « 

your hopes of success. 

* • 

“ I have held to the same language since my 

first appearance in Poland: 1 must add hero, 

that 1 have guaranteed to the Emperor of A us- 

. • 
tria the integrity of his dominions; and that I 

cannot sanction any manoeuvre, or any move¬ 
ment, which may tend to disturb the peaceable 
possession of what remains to him of the Polish 
provinces. Let Lithuania, Samogitia, V^itepsk, 
Polotzk, Mohiloff*, Volhynia, the Ukraine, Po- 
dolia,i;bo animated with the same spirit which 1 
have seen in Great Poland, and i^rovidenco will 
crown with success your h<dy cause: He will 
recompense that devotion to your country wliich 
has rendered you so interesting and ac(|uired 
you so many claims to my esteem and protec¬ 
tion, upon which you may depend under every 
circumstance.^^ 


KIGHTH BULLLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY, 

Glaubokoe, July 23, 1812. 

r 

The corps of Prince Bragation is composed of 
four divisions of infantry, from 22.to 24,000 
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men strong; of Platoff’s Cossacks, forming 
6000 horse; and from 4 to ^5000 cavalry. Two 
divisions of this corps (the 9th and 15th) wished 
to rejoin him by Pinsk.; they were intercepted, 
and obliged to return by Volhynia. 

On the 14th, General Latour Maubourg, 
who follows the rear-guard of Bragation, was at 
Romanoff. On the l6th, Prince Poniatowski 
had his head-quarters there. 

In the affair of the 10th, which took place 
at Romanoff, General Roznieki, commanding 
the light cavalry of the 4th cavalry corps, lost 
600 men, killed, wounded, or prisoners. VVe 
have no superior officers to regret. General 
Roznieki states, that the bodies of Count Pah- 
len, General of Division, and of the Russian 
Colonels Adronoff and Jesowayski, have been 
recognized in the field of battle. 

The Prince of Schwartzenburg had his head¬ 
quarters on the 13th at Prazana. On the 11th 
and l2th he occupied the important position of 
Pinsk, with a detachment, which took some 
men and considerable magazines. Twelve Aus¬ 
trian Uhlans charged forty-six Cossacks, pur¬ 
sued them during several leagues, and took six 
of them. The Pfince of Schwartzenbui^ marches 
on Minsk.V 
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General Regnier returned, on the 19th, to 
•Sloniiri, to guarantee the Duchy of Warsaw* 
from an incursion, and to observe the two 
divisions of the enemy which had re-entered 
Volhynia. 

On the 12th, General Baron Bajol, who was 
at Ighounien, sent Captain Vandois with jO 
cavalry to Khaloui. This detachment took 
there a part of 200 carriages, belonging to Bra- 
gation’s corps, and made prisoners six officers, 
200 cannoniers, 300 men attached to the train, 
and 800 fine artillery horses. Captain Vandois, 
finding himself fifteen leagues distant from th\e 
army, did not think it practicable to carry off 
this convoy, and burnt it. He has brought 
with him the horses and the prisoners. 

On the loth, the Prince of Eckmuhl, was at 
Ighoumen. General Pajol was at JacKitsie, 
having posts on Swislock. Bragation learning* 
this, renounced the idea of marching ’to Bo¬ 
bruisk, and proceeded 15 leagues lower down, 
on the side of Moziere. 

On the 17 th, the Pritice of Eckmuhl was at 
Golognino. . 

On the 15th, General Grouchy was at Borri-^ 
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sofF* A party which he sent on Star LepcI, 
took considerable magazines, and two compa-, 
nies of miners, of eight officers, and 200 men. 

On the 18th, this General was at KokanofF. 
On the same day, at two in the morning, Gene¬ 
ral Baron Colbert entered Orcha, where he 
took possession of immense magazines of flour, 
oats, and clothing. He afterwards passed the 
Boristhenes, and proceeded in pursuit of a con- 
Toy of artillery. 

Smolenzk is in alarm: every thing is removing 
to Moscow. An officer, sent by the Emperor 
Alexander to cause the evacuation of the maga¬ 
zines of Orcha, was quite astonished to find the 
place in the possession of the French. This 
officer was taken with his dispatches. 

While Bragation was briskly pursued in his 
retreat, anticipated, separated, and removed 
from the main army,—that army, commanded 
by the Emperor Alexander, retreated on the 
Dwina. On the 14th, General Sebastiani, fol¬ 
lowing the rear-gnard, cut down 500 Cossacks, 
and^arrived at Drouia. 

4 

On the 13th, the Duke of Reggio advanced 
**upon Dinabourg, burnt the fine barracks which 
the enemy had constructed there, took a plan 
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oC the works, burnt some magazines, and took 
•1.50 prisoners. After this diversion on the 
right, he moved on Drouia. 

On the 16tli, the enemy, who was concen¬ 
trated in his entrenched camp of Drissa, to the 
number of from 100 to 190,000 men, being in¬ 
formed that our light cavalry did not keep a strict 
watch, threw over a bridge, sent across oOOO 
infantry and 5000 cavalry, attacked General 
Sebastiani unexpectedly, drove him back one 
league, and caused him a loss of 100 killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, among whom llere a 
Captain and Sub-Lieutenant of the 11th Chas¬ 
seurs. The General of Brigade, St. Genies, who 
was mortally wounded, remained in the power 
of the enemy. 

On the Kith, the Marshal Duke of Treviso, 
with a part of the Foot Guards, and the Horse 
Guards, and the light Bavarian cavalry, arrived 
at Glaubokoe. The Viceroy arrived at Docke- 
chistie on the 17th. 

*On the 18th, the Emperor removed his head¬ 
quarters to Glaubokoe. 

On the 90th, the Marshals Dukes of Istria 



and Treviso were at Ouchatscli, the Viceroy al 

Kainei!, and the King of Naples at Disiia. , 

• • 

On the IBthjthe llussian army evacuated their 
# 

entrenched camp of Drissa, deVended by twelve 
palisadoed redoubts, united by a covered way, 
and extending JOOO toises on the river. These 
works cost a year of labour—we have levelled 
them. The immense magazines they contained 
were either burnt or thrown into the water. 

On ttie 19 th, the Emperor Alexander was at 

Vite^^k. 

f 

On the same day, General Count Nansouty 
was opposite Polotzk. 

On the 20th, the King of Naples passed the 
Dwina, and covered the right bank of the river 
with his cavalry. All the preparations the 
enemy had made to defend the passage of the 
Dwina', have been useless. The magazines he 
has been forming at a great expense for these 
three jrcars past, have been entirely destroyed ; 
the same has happened to his works, which, 
according to the reports of the people of the 
country, have cost the Russians in one year not 
less than 6000 men. One can hardly guess on 
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what ground they flattered themselves, that 
Xhey would be attacked in the cncampmcifts they 
had entrenched. 

General Count Grouchy has reconnoitred 
Babinovitch and Semno. On all sides we are 

4 

marching upon the Oiihi: this river is joined by 
a canal to the Berezina, which runs into the 
Boristheries. Thus we are masters of the com¬ 
munication from the Baltic to the Black Sea. 

In his movements, tl;e enemy has been obliged 
to destroy his baggage, and to throw his artillery 
and arms into the rivers. All the Poles of his 
army avail themselves of his precipitate retreat, 
to desert; and wait in the woods till the ar¬ 
rival of the French. 

The number of Poles who have deserted the 
Russian army, may be calculated to amount at 
least to 20,000 men. 

Marshal the Duke of Belluno, with the 9th 
< orps, is advancing upon the Vistula. 

Marshal the Duke of Castiglione has set out 
for Berlin, to take the command of the 11th 
corps. » 
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The country between the Oulaand the Dwina 
is very beautiful, and in the highest state of 
cultivation. We often meet with beautiful 
country-seats, and extensive convents. In the 
town of Glubokoe alone there are two convents, 
which may contain each 1200 sick. 


NINTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Bechenkoviski^ July 2d, 1812. 

The Emperor, taking the road of Ouchatsch, 
established, on the 23d, his head-quarters at 
Kamen. The Viceroy occupied, on the 22d, 
with his advanced-guard, the bridge of Botsclieis- 
kovo. A recennoissance of 200 horse, detached 
on Bechenkoviski, fell in with two squadrons of 
Russian hussars, and two of Cossacks—charged 
them, and took or killed a dozen men, of whom 
one was an officer. The Chef d^Escadron Lo- 
renzi praises the conduct of Captains Rossi and 
FerrerL 

On the 23d, at six o’clock in the morning, 
the Viceroy arrived at Bechenkoviski. At ten 
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he passed the river, and threw a bridge over the 

J!)wina. The enemy were inclined to dispute 

the passage ; but liis artillery was dismounted. 

* 

Colonel Lacroix, Aide-de-Camp of the Viceroy, 
had his thigh broken by a ball. 

The Emperor arrived at Bechenkoviski on the 
S-i’th, at two o’clock in the afternoon. The 
division of cavalry of General Count Bruyeres, 
and the division of General Count St. Germain, 
were sent on the route of Yitepsk. They 
reposed when they had performed half their 
march. 

♦ • 

On the 20th, the Prince of Eckmuhl advanced 
upon Mohiloff. The garrison, which consisted 
of 2000 men, had the temerity to wish to defend 
it; but they were sabred by the light cavalry. 
Onthe 2 1st, .‘JOOO Cossacks assailed theadvaiiced 
posts of the Prince of Eckmuhl; they were* the 
advanced-guard of Prince Bragation, arrived 
from Bobruisk. A battalion of the Soth arrested 
this cloud of light cavalry, and drove it back to 
a considerable distance. Bragation appears to 
haC'e availed himself of the little activity with 
which he was pursued, to advance upon Bob¬ 
ruisk ; and thence he returned against Mohiloff’. 

We occupy Mohiloff, Orcha, Disna, and • 
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Polotzk. We are marching on Vitepsk, where, 
it appears, the Russian army is concentrated. 

■ 

Herewith is a plan of the entrenched camp, 
and of the lines which the enemy had constructed 
before Drissa. It is a work which must have 
cost much time. 


TENTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Vifi'psh\ 1. 1S1 ‘2. 

The Kmperor of Russia and the Grand [)uk(j 
Constantine have quitted the army, and repaired 
to the capital. On the 17 th, the Russian army 
left the ('utrenclied camp of Drissa, and marched 
towards Polotzk and Vitepsk. The Russian 
army which was at Drissa consisted of five 
corps-d’arm’^e, each of two divisions—and of 
four divisions of cavalry. One corps d*armee, 
that of Prince Witgeiistein, remained for the 
purpose of covering St. Petersburg; the tour 
other corps, having arrived on the 24th at Vitepsk, 
crossed to the left bank of the Dwina. The 
corps of Osterman, with a party of the cavalry 
of the Guards, put itself in motion at day-break 
of the 25th, and marched upon Ostrovno. 
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l$A’TTLI-: OF OSTUOVXO. 

On the 2oth of July, Cnmeral Nansouty, with 
the divisions Hruyeres and St. (»erinain, and 
the 8th regiment of light infantry, encountered^ 
the enemy two leagues in advance of Ostrovno. 
The action commenced. Several cliarges of 
cavalry took place ; all of them were in favour 
of the French. The light cavalry covered itself 
with glojy. The King of Na})lcs mentions the 
brigade of Pi re, composed of the 8th Hussars, 
and 16th Chasseurs, as haviiig distinguished 
itself. The Russian cavalry, of which a part 
belonged to the Guards, was overthrown. The 
batteries which w'ere opened upon our cavalry, 
were carried. The Russian infantry, who ad¬ 
vanced to support their artillery, were ]>roken 
and sabred by our light cavalry. 

On the 26th, the Viceroy marching with the 
division Delzon at the head of the columns, an 
obstinate action of the advanced-guard, of from 
1 o to 20,000 men took place a league beyond 
Ostrovno. The Russians were driven from their 
positions one after another. The woods wrte 
carried by the bayonet. 

VOL. II. 
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The King of Naples, and the Viceroy, rnen- 
tidh with'praist (Jenerals Baron Dclzon, Huard, 
and Roussel. The 8th light infantry, the 84th 
and 92d regiments of the line, and the 1st regi¬ 
ment of Croats, distinguished themselves. 

General Rousscll, a brave soldier, after being 
the whole day at the head of the battalions, was 
visiting the advanced posts at ten at night, when 
a sentinel took him for an enemy, fired upon 
him, and the ball shatt(Ted his skull. lie ought 
to have died three hours sooner, on the field ol 
battle, by the hands of the enemy. 

On the 27th at day-break, the V^iceroy made 
the division Broussier file off in advance. Tlie 
18th regiment of light infantry, and the brigade 
of light cavalry of the Baron de Fire, wheeled to 
the right. The division Broussier marched by 
the great road, and repaired a small bridge which 
the enemy h^ destroyed. At day-break, the 
enemy's rear-guard, consisting of 10,000 cavalry, 
was perceived drawn up en echellon on the 
plain; their right resting on the Dwina, and 
their left on a wood lined with infantry and ar¬ 
tillery. General Count Broussier took post on 
an eminence with the 63d regiment, waiting till 
the whole of his division had passed the defile. 
Two companies; of voltigeurs had marched in 
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advance, alone; they skirted the bank of^the 
river, advancing towards that enormous mass of 
cavalry, wfiich made a forward movement, and 
surrounded these two hundred men, who were 
thought to be lost, and who ought to have been 
so. It happened otherwise. They concentrated 
themselves with the greati'st coolness, and re-, 
mained during a whole hour hemmed in on all 
sides ; having brought down move than 300 
horsemen of the enemy, these two companies 
gave the French cavalry time to dchouclie. 

The division Delzon defiled on the right. X^c 
King of Naples directed the •wood and the 
enemy’s batteries to be attacked. In less tlian 
an hour all the positions of the enemy were car¬ 
ried ; and he was driven across the plain beyond 
a small river which enters the Dwina below 
Yitepsk. The army took a position on the 
banks of this river, at the distance of a league 
from the town. 

The en(;my displayed in the plain 15,000 ca- 
yalry, and 60,000 infantry. A battle was ex¬ 
pected next day. The Russians boasted that 
they wished to give battle. • The Emperor spent 
the remainder of the night in reconnoitring the 
field, and in making his dispositions for ne»t 
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day: but at day-break the Russian army was 
retreating m all directions towards Smolenzk. 

I 

The Emperor was on an height very near , the 
200 voltigeurs, who alone on the plain had at¬ 
tacked the right of the enemy’s cavalry. Struck 
by their fine conduct, he sent to inquire what 
corps they belonged to. They answered, “ To 
the ^th; and three-fonrtks of us are lads of 
Paris'* “Tell them,” said the Emperor, “ that 
they arc brave fellows: tluiy all deserve the 
cross!” 

The fruits of the three actions of Ostrovno 
are 10 pieces of cannon of Russian manufacture 
taken, the cannoneers sabred; 20 caissons of 
ammunition; loOO prisoners; 5 or fiOOO Rus¬ 
sians killed or woundted. Our loss amounts to 
200 killed, 900 wounded, and about 50 pri¬ 
soners. 

I 

The King of Naples besto\vs particular praise 
on Generals llruyeres, Tire, and Ornano, and on 
Colonel Radzivill, commandant of the 9th Po¬ 
lish lancers, an officer of singular intrepidity. 

The red hussars of the Russian guard have 
been cut up. They lo^t 400 men, many of whom 



24.3 


are prisoners. The Russians had three gonends 
killed or wounded. A considerable nuniher of 
colonels and superior officers of their army re¬ 
mained on the field of battle. 


On the 2Hth at day-break, we entered Vitepsk, 
a town of 30,000 inhabitants. It has 20 con- 
vents. We have found in it some magazines, 

n ' 

particularly one of salt, valued at 13,000,000. 


While the army was marching on \4tepsk, 
the Prince of Eckmuhl was attacked at Mo¬ 
ld loft’. 

Bragation passed the Berezina at Bobruisk, 
and marched upon Novoi-bickoff’. At day¬ 
break on the 23d, 3000 Cossacks attacked the 
3d regiment of chasseurs, and took 100 of them, 
among: whom were the colonel and four officers, 
all wounded. The generale was beat; an a,c-‘ 
tion commenced. The Russian General Sie- 
verse, with two select divisions, began the at¬ 
tack. From eight in the morning till five in the 
afternoon, the firing was kept up on a strip of 

I 

wood, and at a bridge which the Russians 
w ished to force. At five, the Prince of Eck¬ 
muhl caused three chosen battalions to advance, 
put himself at their head, overthrew the Rus¬ 
sians, carried their positions, au4 pursued them 
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for a league. The loss of the Russians is esti¬ 
mated at 5000 killed and wounded, and 1 100 
prisoners. We lost 700 killed and wounded. 
Bragation repulsed, retired upon.Bickow, where 
he passed the Boristhenes, to advance towards 
Smolenzk. 

The battles of Mohiloff and Ostrovno have 
been brilliant, and honourable to our army. We 
never have had engaged more than the half of 
the force which the enemy presented, the ground 
not being suitable for greater developments. 


Report on the Demolition of the entrenched 
Camp of Drissa, and on the position of 
Drouia, to his Excellency the Duke of Reggio, 
commanding in Chief the Second Corps of the 
Grand Army^ 

Monseigneuk, 

1 have the honour of acquainting your Excel¬ 
lency, that, conformably to yc^ur orders, I re¬ 
paired on the 21st inst. to Drouia, with M. De 
Laplace, Aide-de-camp to hia Highness the 
Prince of Neufchatel. 



We found our last videttes about three quar* 
ters of a league from that town, on the road of 
Slobodka ; we, however, penetrated thither, and 
found that the town was totally evacuated by the 
enemy, who confined himself to observing the 
river with one Company of Cossacks and two of 
dragoons ; at least, so we were told by some in- 

i 

habitants with whom we were able to con¬ 
verse. 

The river is very much confined at this place ; 
and its banks are rugged and impracticable. It 
appeared to me about 60 toisos in width. There 

were two batteries on the other bank, one* of 

♦ 

seven embrasures, to enfilade the avenues of the 
town, and other ravines; but as these batteries 
were not fired, wc supposed that they were no 
longer mounted with cannon. 

After having examined the position of Drouia, 

I next day repaired to the entrenched camp of 
Drissa, where 1 arrived at the same time with 
the rear-guard of the division of General iNlerle. 

1 immediately set about reconnoitring the camp; 
but the enemy still occupying a portion of 
ground in the rear of their lines, and even some 
workmen the right, (turning your back to the 
river), it was not possible for me to penetrate 
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' Very vvliere: the night, hesicles, prevented me 
from coririiining this reconiioissance. 

n 

rhe demolition of the works had been begun 
immediately after the arrival of the troops. The 
arch, of great breadth, formed by the line of the 
works, is about two leagues in extent, and is 
connected with the other bank by batteries. 
There were also batteries on the left bank; but 
they were quite open in their gorge. The camp 
is about 2000 toises in its greatest depth, from 
the most advanced works to the river. It was 
defended by a scries of n^doubts, and by open 
batteries placed in the intervals of the redoubts. 
JEntrenchments very steep, and of 100 toises in 
length, are formed in front of each redoubt. 
There are two lines of works nearly similar. 
The ground, more exposed and more practicable 
on the left quarter, induced the enemy to in¬ 
crease his defence on that side; and he placed 
there a large lengthened work, consisting of an 
immense ’ bastion, two curtains, and two re¬ 
doubts insulated from the works by their fosses. 
T'he enemy had placed, also, towards the centre 
of the curve formed by the river, a very large flat 
fortification to serve as a t^te-de-pont. It was 
on the middle of the gorge of this work th||t the 
principal bridge was placed upon very large 
pontoons. 
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riK‘ works in general, but particularly this 
last, have a considerable relief, and are perfectly 
well executtxl. The batteries have fosses wider 
than those of the redoubts, doubtless in conse- 
(juence of the ‘greater quantities of earth re¬ 
quired by the breadth of the platforms. These 
batteries are neither palisadoed in the fosse, nor 
enclosed at their gorge ; almost all the redoubts 
are palisadoed in their fosses. Some palisades 
of the fosses, a portion of the platforms of tlie 
batteries, some barriers, and some trifling en¬ 
trenchments on the left, were all that remained 
still unfinished when the enemy evacuated the 
camp. 

ft is sufficient to glance at the annexed 
sketch, taken with the eye while the demolition 
was going forward, in order to form an idea of' 
the prodigious labour which such a camp mCfst 
have cost the enemy. Besides the immeiTsity of 
its extent, it may be said that the works havfe 
been lavished upon it without much necessity. 
These works are also very ill-placed, because 
they do not flank each other at all, or do it in- 
sufficiently; and it is astonishing that the 
Russian engineers could commit so gross a 
blunder. 

The enemy was obliged to cut down a consi- 
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derable extent of the wood on the left, both to 
elect hist works and to unmask them. Though 
the wood is marsliv and of difficult access, the 

I 

enemy had still formed abattis of sixty or se¬ 
venty toises in width, even at the opening from 
the wood; so that this portion of the circuit of 
the camp is very strong, as well as that of the 
‘ continued work upon which it touches. The 
quarter on the right is less strongly defended, 
and here would have been the true point of 
attack. 

During the night which preceded the depar¬ 
ture of the division, the enemy burnt all his 
magazines on the other bank. They were im¬ 
mense; and were estimated at many millions. 

Df. Mok^vs, Lieut.-Col. of Engineers. 


JPoloch^ t/«/y26, 1819. 


ELEVENTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Vitepsk^ August 4, 1819. 

♦' 

Intercepted letters from the camp of Braga- 
tion* speak of the losses sustained by the corps 





in the battle of Mohiloff, and of the nlimber of 
desertions from which it has suffered on the* 
route. Every .Pole has remained in his own 
country; so that this corps, which, including 
the Cossacks of 'Platoff, amounted to 50,000 
men, is now reduced to less than d0,000. It 
will join the grand army on the 7th or 8th of 
August, at Smolenzk. 

The following is the position occupied by the 
army on the 4th of August:— 

Head-quarters at \"itepsk, with four bridges 
on the Dwina. The Ith corps at Samai, occu# 
pying Veluj, Porietche, and Ou^^irath. The 
King of Naples at lloudenu, with the three first 
corps of cavalry. The 1st corps, commanded by 
Marshal the Prince of Eckmuhl, is at tlie mouth 
of the Berezina, on the Boristhenes, with two 
bridges over this last-mentioned river, and* one 
bridge upon the Berezina, with double t^tes-de- ’ 
pont. The 3d corps, commanded by Marshal 
the Duke of Elchingcn, is at Liozna. The 8th 
corps, commanded by the Duke of Abrantes, is 
at Orcha, with two bridges and tetes-de-pont 
upon the Boristhenes. The 5th corps, com¬ 
manded by Prince PoniatowSki, is at Mohiloff, 
with two bridges and t^tes-de-pont upon the 
Boristhenes. The dd corps, commanded by* 
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Marshal the Duke of Jleggio, is upon the Drissa- 
’advanced before Polotzk, upon the road to Se? 
bei. The l^rince of SchwartzenlAirg is with his 
corps at Sloniin, The 7th corps is upon Rozana. 
The 4th corps of cavalry, with a division of in¬ 
fantry, commanded by General Count Mau- 
bourg, is before Brobuisk and Mozyr. The 
10th corps, commanded by the Duke of Taren- 
tum, is before Dinabourg and Riga. TIk^ 9th 
corps, commanded by the Duke of Belluno, is 
assembled at Tilsit. The 11th corps, command¬ 
ed by the Duke of Castiglione, is at Stettin. 

* His Majesty has sent the army into quarters of 
refreshment. *The heat is excessive,—greater 
than what it is in Italy. The thermometer is at 
and 27 degrees. The nights even arc warm. 

General Skamenskoi, w'itli two divisions of 
the corps of Bragation, having been cut off from 
’ that corps, and not being able to rejoin it, entered 
Volhynia, effected a junction with the division 
of recruits commanded bv General Tormozoff, 
and marched upon the 7th corps. He surprised 
and cut off the Saxon Brigadier-Genera) Klm- 
gel, who had under his command an advanced- 
guard of two battalions, and two squadrons of 
Prince Clement’s regiment. 
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After a resistance of six hours* duration, the 
greater part of this advanced-guard were killed 
or taken. Gc*neral Count Regnier could not 
come up to their assistance sooner than two 
hours after the affair was over. Prince Schwart- 
zenhurg marched on the .‘30th of July, to join 
General Regnier, and push the war with spirit 
against the enemy’s divisions. 

On the 19 th, the Prussian General Grawart 
attacked the Russians at Eckau, in Courland, 
overthrew them, took 200 prisoners, and killed 
a considerable number. General Grawart much 
commends major Stiern, who, at the head of the 
first regiment of Prussian dragoons, took a pro¬ 
minent part in the affair. When General Graw¬ 
art had effected a junction with Gent'ral Kleist, 
he drove the enemy before him on the road to 
Riga, and invested the tete-de-pont. 

On the 20th, the Viceroy sent to Welij a bri¬ 
gade of Italian light cavalry: two hundred men 
charged four battalions of the depot, w'ho were 
on their route to Twer, broke them, took 400 
pilsoners, and 100 waggons loaded with military 
stores. 

On the 30th, the Aide-de-camp Traire, who 
had been sent forw^ard with the Queen’s regi-' 
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meiit of dragoons of the Royal Italian guard, 
arrivecf at Onsvrath, took a captain and 40 men 
prisoners, and took possession of two hundred 
carriages loaded with flour. 

On the doth, Marshal the Duke of Reggio 
marched from Polotzk upon Sebci. He met 
General Witgenstein, whose corps had been re* 
inforced by that of Prince Rephin. An engage¬ 
ment took place near the Castle of Jacoubovo, 
The ^2()th regiment of light infantry obtained 
much glory. The division Legrand gloriously 
bore up against the fire of the entire of the 
enemy’s corps. 

On the 31 st, the enemy marched upon the 
Drissa, in order to attack the Duke of Reggio, 
upon his flank, as he marched. The Marshal 
took up a position with the Drissa in his front. 

On the 1st of August, the enemy were foolish 
enough to cross the Drissa, and to present them¬ 
selves in battle array in front of the 2d corps. 
The Duke of Reggio allowed half their corps to 
cross, and as soon as he perceived about 15,000 
men and 14 pieces of cannon over, he unmasked 
a battery of 40 pieces of cannon, which played 
upon them with grape-shot for nearly an hour. 
At the same time the divisions of Legrand and 
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Verdier made a running charge with the bayonet, 
and drove the K>,0()0 Russians into tlie river. 

¥ 

All their artillery and military-chests taken, 
dOOO prisoners, among whom were several offi- 
cers, and one of General VV itgenstein's staff, to¬ 
gether with men killed or wounded, are the 
result of this affair. 

The affair of Drissa, those of Ostrovno, and 
MohiloflP, might have been, in other wars, called 
three battles. The Duke of Reggio praises 
much General Count Lcgrand, who is remark¬ 
ably cool in the field. He also highly applauds 
the conduct of the Sbth light infantry, and .Mith 
of the line. 

The Emperor of Russia has ordered levies of 
men in the two Governments of Vitepsk and 
Mohiloff*; but, before his ukases could reach 
those provinces, we were masters of them. 
These measures consequently have produced 
nothing. 

We have found at Vitepsk proclamations is¬ 
sued by Prince Alexander of Wirtemburg; and 

we have learned that the people of Russia are 

• _ 

amusing themselves, with singing Te Deums on 
account of the victories obtained by the Russians. 
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TWELFTH BULLF/riN OF THE GHAND ARMY. 

Vitepsk^ June 7j 1812. 

At the battle of the Drissa, the Russian Ge¬ 
neral Koulnieu, a distinguished officer of the 
light troops, was killed ; ten other generals were 
wounded ; Ibiir colonels were killed. 

General Ricard, with his brigade, entered Di- 
nabourg on the 1st of August. He found eight 
pieces of cannon ; all the remainder had been 
taken away. The Duke ofTarentum also ar¬ 
rived there on the 2d. Thus Dinabourg, which 
the enemy has been fortifying for five y<?'Ars,— 
where he has expended several millions,—which 
cost him more than 20,000 men during the la¬ 
bour, ’has been abandoned without firing a mus¬ 
ket, and is in our power, like the other works of 
the enemy, and like the entrenched camp which 
he had on the Drissa. 

In consequence of the taking of Dinabourg, 
his Majesty has ordered, that a park of 100 
pieces of artillery, which he had formed at Mag¬ 
deburg, and which had advanced upon the Nie- 
men, should retrograde to Dantzic, and be put in 
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dc‘|>ot. ill that place. At the commeiiceinent ut 
the campaign, two besiei^ing parks oT artillery 
had been prepared ; oin^ against Dinabourg, the 
other against Iliga. 

The magazines of Vitepsk are provisioned, 
the hospitals organised. These ten days of re¬ 
pose are extremely useful to the army. The* 
heat is, besides, excessive; we have it wanner 
here than in Italy. The harvest is superb ; it 
appears that it extends to all Russia ; last year 
it was bad every where. The crops will not be¬ 
gin to be cut before eight or ten days. 

U is Majesty has formed a large square before 
the palace which he occupies at Vitepsk : this 
palace is situated upon the left bank of the 
Dwina. Every morning at six there is a grand 
parade, at which all the officers of the guard ap¬ 
pear. One of the brigades of guards,’in tine - 
condition, alternately defiles. 
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THIRTEENTH HU EEETIN OF THE GRAND 

ARM V. 

Sntolenzit, August 21, 1812, 

It appears tliat in the battles of Mohiloff, 
gained over Prince Bragatiorj, on the 23d of 
July, the loss of the enemy was considerable. 

The Duke of Tarentuni found twenty pieces 
of cannon in Dinabourg, in place of eight, as 
ha4 been announced. He obliged several ships, 
laden with more than 40,000 bombs, and other 
projectiles, to retire. An immense quantity of 
ammunition was destroyed by the enemy. The 
i<rnorance of the Russians in constructing forti- 
lications is apparent in the works of Dinabourg 
and Drissa. 

I 

His Majesty gave the command oF his right 
to the Prince of Schwartzenburg, by placing un¬ 
der his orders the 2d corps. This Prince marched 
against GeneraPrormozoff, met and defeated him 
on the 12th; he pays the highest compliments 
to the Saxon and Austrian troops; the Prince 
of Schwartzenburg shewed in these circum- 
s^nces equal activity. The Emperor has- re- 



([LiestiMA promotion and rewards tor offit'ers 
of lus d’armec who have distinj^nished them- 
srivos. 

On the 8th, the Grand Army was placed in 
the followinj? manner:—The Prince V^icerov 
was at Souria, with the 4 th corps, his advanced 
i^uard occupying Vilegs,Ousvrath, and Porulsch. 
Tlie King of*Naples was at Inkovo ; his cavalry 
occupied Lukovo. Marshal the Prince of El- 
chingen, commanding the 3d corps, was at 
Loozno. Marshal the Prince of Eckmuhl, com- 
jnanding the 1st corps, was at Dubrowna. The 
6 th corps, commanded by Prin/^e Poniatowski, 
was at Mohiloff. The head-quarters were at 
Vitepsk. The second corps, commanded by the 
Duke of Reggio, was upon the Drissa, The 
loth corps, commanded by the Duke of Tareii- 
tuin, was upon Dinabourg and Riga. 

• 

On the 8th, 12,000 of the enemy’s cavalry 
inarched upon Inkovo, and attacked General 
Count Sebastiani’s division, which for half a 
league was obliged to fight, retreafing all the 
way, suffering and causing equal loss to the 
enemy. A company of voltigeurs, of the 24 th 
regiment of light infantry, forming a part of that 
regiment, which had been confided to the cavalry, 
to maintain a positicfti in a woetd, was* taken. 



2 (iO 

V\^e ha(J ?01) killed and wounded ; tli<' 

endin’ may hav<‘ lost the same number ot’ men. 

• • 

Oil the tile enemv^» army havinij;- united 

at Smohaizki marched by diflTerent points, w'ith 
eijual slow iK'ss and liesitation, upon Boreitoh 
and Nadra.—The Priiic(i of Kckinuhl collected 
all liis troops to march ai^ainst the enemy, and 
take ])ossession of SmoK’uzk, by proceeding 
thither l)v the other side of the Boristheiies. 
The Ring of Naple s and the Prince of Eckmuhl 
set out from Liozno, and marched ujion the 
Boristheiies, near to the mouth of the Berezina, 
opposite Klomiirs, where, on the night between 
the IJth and l Uh, they threw two bridges ovei 
the Boristheiies. The \ iceroy set out from 
Souria, and marched by Janovetsehe to Rasasna, 
w'hcrc he arrived on the 14th.—General (.oun 
Grouclly collected the dd corps of cavalry at 
Rasasna on the 12th. The Prince of Bekmuhl 
collected all his corps at Dubrowna on the l.‘3th. 
General Count Eble threw^ three bridges over 
the Rasasna on the 13th. The head-quarters 
set out on the 13t[i from V'itepsk, and arrived at 
Rasasna on the lith. Prince Foniatowski set 
oiUfrom Mohiloff, and on the 13th arrived at 
KonianofF. 

On the 14 tlf^ at break of day. General Grouchy 
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iiiiirchcd Jicacbri, chased two rcL^inieiits of 

Cossacks from it, and there found tjic corj)s of 
Ciojieral Nansouty. 'Flu* same da\ the 

King* of Naples, supported hy the Duke of 
Klc}iiin>en, arrived at Krasno^'. The 
eneniy^s division, consisting- of »5()00 infantry, 
supported ])y 2000 (?avalry, and 12 ]'ne(.*es of 
c-annon, was in a position before that town : ,il 
was attacked and forced in an instant, by the 
.Duke of Elehingen. The 2 tth regiment of light 
infantry attacked the small town of Krasnov 
with the bayonet, with great iiar(‘j)idity; the 
cavalry executed some admirable charges. Ibnon 
Bordc Sou It, General of Division, and the .'3d 
regiment of chasseurs, distinguished themselves. 
The taking of 8 pieces of cannon, 14 caissons, 
loOO prisoners, with a field covered wdth more 
than 1000 Russian corpses, were the advantages 
of the battle of Krasnoy, in which the Russian 
division, consisting of oOOO men, sufftir^d a loss 
of half its number. 

His Majesty, on the l.ith, had his head-quar¬ 
ters at Konovnitzen. On the Kith, in the morn¬ 
ing, the heights of Smolenzk w^ere commanded. 
The town presented to our view an enclosure of 
walls of 4000 toises, tert feet thick, and twenty- 
five feet high, intersected with towers, several 
of vvhich were armed with cannon of {leavy 



calibre, L>pon the rjght ol the Horjslheties wt 
perceived and knew that the ciiernv faced about, 
and hastily retraced their steps to defend Snio- 
lenzk. We knew that the enemy's Cienerals 
had received reiterated orders to give battle, and 
save Smolenzk. Tlie Emperor reconnoitred the 
town, and placed his army in its position on the 
day of the Kith, Marshal the Duke of Elchin- 
gen had the left leaning on the Boristhenes, the 
Prince of Eckinuhl the centre, Prince I'oniatow- 
ski the right; the Guards were placed in reserve 
in the centre, the Viceroy in reserve on the 
right, and the cavalry under the orders of the 
King*of Naples, at the extremity of the right; 
the Duke of Abrarntes, with the 8th corps, lost 
his way and made a false movement. 

The l6th, and half of the 17th, was passed 
in observation. A fire of musketry was kept 
up along'the line. The enemy occupied Smo¬ 
lensk with 80,000 men, and the remainder of 
their army was formed upon the fine positions 
upon the right bank of the river, opposite to the 
town, and communicating by three bridges. 
Smolenzk is considered as a strong town by the 
Russians, and the bulwark of Moscow. 

On the 17th, at two in the afternoon, seeing 
that 'the enemy had not debouched, that they 



were fortifying themselves in Smolenzk, and 
that they refused battle, notwithstaildiug fhe 
orders they* had r<‘ceived, and the fine position 
they might have occupied, their right upon Snio- 
lenzk, and theit left upon the banks of ihe Ho- 
risthenes—the enemy’s General wanting reso¬ 
lution—the Emperor marched upon the right, 
and ordered Prince Poniatowski to change his* 
front, the right in advance, and to place his right 
to the Boristhenes, occupying one of the suburbs 
by posts and batteries, to destroy the bridge, and 
intercept the communication of the town with 
the right bank. 

During this time, the Prince*of Eckmuhl re¬ 
ceived orders to attack two of the suburbs which 
the enemy had intrenched, 200 toises distant 
from the town ; and which were each detbnded 
by 7 or 8000 men, and heavy cannon. General 
Count Friant had orders to complete the Invest¬ 
ment, by leaning his right towards J^rince Poniaf- 
towski’s corps, and his left to the right of the 
attack made by the Prince of Eckmuhl. At 
two in the afternoon. Count Bruyeres’ division 
of cavalry, having driven away the Cossacks and 
enemy’s cavalry, and approached the bridge 
highest up the river—a bdttery of 10 pieces of 
artillery was established on this ground, opened 
a fire of grape-shot upon that part of the enemy’s 
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ormy wliicli was upon tin* vic'ht hank of the 
river, and quickly obliged tlu; Uussian masses 
of infantry to evacuate that [)osition? 

The enemy tlien placed two batteries of 
twenty pieces of cannon in a convent, to annoy 
the battery which played upon the bridge. The 
Prince of Eckmuhl intrusted the attack of the 
suburbs on the right to Count Morand, and that 
of those on the left to General Count Gudin. 

At three, the cannonade commenced. At 
half-past four a very brisk tin* of musketry be¬ 
gan ; and at five, the-divisions of Morand and 
Gudin carried ttie enemy’s entrenched suburbs, 
with a cool and rare intrepidity, and pursued 
them to the covered way, which was covered 
with Russian dead. Cpon our left, the Duke of 
Elchingen attacked the position which the enemy 
had without the town, seized uj)on it, and pur¬ 
sued the enemy to the glacis. 

At five o’(dock, the communication of the 
town with the right bank became difficult, and 
could only be accomplished by isolated men. 
Three batteries of breaching 12-pounders were 
placed against the walls at six in the evening ; 
one by Friant’s division, and the two others by 
Morand’s and Gudin’s divisions. We drovb 



the oiioniv iVom -all thi* towers l>v liovvit/ers 
.which played upon tlieiii. 

The (»en(‘ral ol‘ artillery, ("ount Sorhier, reii- 
dered the occupation ot‘the covered-way hy the, 
euciriy iinpossibh*, hy two enfilading l)alteries. 
Nev(Ttheless the eneiny, who, from two in the 
afternoon, perc(’iv<*d we had serioiis inti'ntions 
against the town, sent two divisions, and two 
regiments of infantry of the (iuards, to reinforc(‘ 
the four divisions whi('h were in the town. 
These united forces (lomposc^d half of the Rus¬ 
sian army. Tlu‘ battle (continued the whole 
night; three breaching batteries played with tlio 
utmost activity : two companies*of miners wen* 
attached to the ramparts. 

The town was now on fire in the middle of a 
fine August night. Smolenzk offered the 
French a spectacle similar to that wliich an 
eruption of Wsuvius presents to the inhabitants 
of Naples. 

An hour after midnight, the enemy abandoned 
the town, and retired across the river. At two 
o’clock, the grenadiers who first led to the at¬ 
tack, no longer found resistance, the place was 
evacuated ; 500 pieces of cannon, and one of the 



first towns in Russia w('rt^ in our j)(o\rr, and that 

too in si'^lit of tlu; whole Russian army. 

« 

The oomhat of Sinolenzk, which vve might 
justly term a battle, an hundred thousand men 
having been engaged on the different sides, 
caused the Russians a loss of 4700 men, left 
dead on tlie field ; of 2000 prisoners, the gn'.ater 
part of whom are wounded ; and of 7 to 8000 
wounded. Amongst the d(‘ad were found five 
Russian (jcnerals. Our loss amounts to 700 
killed, and 3100 or 3200 wounded. The 
General of Brigade, Grabouski, was killed, and 
the (jenerals of Brigade, Grandeau and Dalton, 
wounded. All the troops have rivalled each 
other in intrepidity. The field of battle has 
offered to the view of 200,000 persons who can 
attest it, the sight of one French corpse lying 
upon the dead bodies of seven or eight Russians; 
meanwhile, the Russians were protected by 
the musketry fire from their trenches during a 
part of the days of the l6th and 17th. 

On the 18th, we established the bridges over 
the Boristhenes which the enemy had burnt i 
but did not succeed in quenching the fire which 
consumed the town, until the 19th, the French 
sappers having worked with great activity. The 



houses ill the city were filled with Russians dead 

ajid dying. * 

• 

Of twelve divisions, which composed the 
Grand Russian amiy, two divisions have been 
broken and defeated in the combats of Ostrovuo, 
two met with the same fate in the battle of 
Mohiloff, and six in the battle of Smolcnzk. 
They have only two divisions of the Guards 
which remain entire. The deeds of bravery 
which redound to the honour of the army, and 
which distinguished such numbers of soldiers 
in the battle of Smoleiizk, shall be the subject 
of a particular report. Never has the French, 
army shown greater intrepidity than*in this cam¬ 
paign. 


rOrRTEKNTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAM) ARMY. 

Smolcnzk^ August 23, 18,12. 

Smolcnzk may be considered as one of the 
fjjiost cities of Russia. Had it not been for the 
circumstances of war, which carried thither fire, 
and consumed immense magazines of colonial 
merchandize and goods of all kinds, this city 
would have been a grand resource for the army. 
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Even ill its |)rc;s<'nt slate it may be of the i^reat- 
* est lift lily in a miiitary point of view. I'hcre 
are still lar^e houses remaiiiiniy^, which offer fine 
plact's for the estalilishnient of hospitals; the 
province of Smolenzk is very fine and fertile, and 
furnished with great resources for subsistence 
and forasre. The Russians intended, according 
to the eveiits of the war, to raise a militia of 
peasant slaves, whom they have, armed with 
bad pikes. They had already collected about 
oOOO of them at this place ; it was an object of 
raillerv and derision even tv. the Russian arniv 
itself. They had already stated, as the order of 
the day, that Smolenzk was to be the grave of 
the Flench ; and that, aithonJilj it had been 
deemed convenient to evacuate Poland, yet it 
was necessary to give battle at Smolenzk, to 
prevent this barrier of Russia from falling into 
our hands. 

c 

The cathedral of Smolenzk is one of the most 
celebrated Grecian churches in all Russia; the 
episcopal palace forms a kind of town by itself. 
The heat is excessive, the thermometer having 
risen 26 degrees: the weather is much hetter 
here than in Italy. 
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liATTLR OK FOLOT'/K. 

Ai’ter tlio battle of Drissa, the Duke of 
j^io, knowino- that tin* enemy’s Gt neral, W'itoeii- 
ste'.n, Inal [)e(‘n reinforeed by twelve third batta¬ 
lion’. from the garrison of Dinaboiirg, and willing 
lodico, liiinto anengage^iient nearthedefdc below 
Polot;:k, caused tie and 6th corps to be ranged 
in order of battle oelo l^olotzk. Gene/al Wit- 
genstein followed him attacked him on the l6th 
and i;th, and v^as vgoroesly repulsed. The 
Bavarian divisiOii of d<j '‘A rede, of*the 6th corps, 
has distinguished itself. At the moment when 
the Duke of Reggio was making his dispositions 
to pro St bv the victory, and to close the enemy 
in the defde, he was struck on the shoulder i>y 
a biscayan. His wound, which is of a seVious 
nature, obliged him to cause himself to be* 
transported to Wilna: but it did not appear that 
he made himself in any wise uneasy concerning 
the consequences. 

General Gouvion St. Cyr has taken the com¬ 
mand of the 9d and 6th corps. On the 17th, 
in the evening, the enemy retired through the 
defile. General Verdipr was wounded. General 
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[NTaison has been rccoa^nized as General of I3ivi- 
*«ion, and has succeeded him in the command cf 
his division Our loss is estimated at 1000 men 
killed and wounded. The loss of the Russians 
is triple to ours ; wo have tatcai oOO ])risoners 
from them. 

On the ISlh, at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
(•encral Gouvion St. Cvr. commandin'*’ the ‘2d 

%j o 

and ()th corps, opened on the enemy? I)y causing 
his right wing to be attacked by the Bavarian 
division of the Count de Wrede. Tln^ battle 
extended the whole lengtli of the line, and the 
enemy were thrown into complete rout, and 
pursued for two leagues, as long as day-light 
permitte*d; 20 pieces of cannon, and 1000 
prisoners, have remained in the power of the 
l^rench army. The Bavarian General, Deroy, 
was wounded. 


BATTLK OF VALITINA. . 

On the 19th, at break of day, the bridge 
being finished, the Marshal Duke of Elchingen 
crossed over to the right bank of the Boristhenes, 
and pursued the enemy. At one league from 
the town he encountered the last column of the 





enerny^s rear-guard. It was a division ot\5 or 
60CK) men, stationed on fine heights. HeVauscd 
them to be attacked with the bayonet by the 
4th regiment of infantry of the line, and by the 
72d ditto. The 'position was carried, and our 
bayonet covered the field of battle with dead : 
three or four hundred prisoners fell into our 
hands. The flying enemy retired on the yd 
column, which was posted on the heights of 
Valitina. The first position was carried by 
the 10th of the line, and towards four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the musketry fire was kept up 
against the whole of the enemy's roar-guard, 
which presented about lo,000 men. The Dukti 
of Ahrantes had passed the lioristlu'iies at two 
o’clock, to the right of Smolenzk, and he found 
himself close upon the rear of the enemy; he 
might, therefore, by marching with divisions, 
have intercepted the great road to Moscow, and 
rendenid the retreat of the rear-guard difficult; 
but, meantime, the other columns of the enemy's ’ 
army which remained to be forced, being in¬ 
formed of the success, and of the rapidity of the 
first attack, returned back the way they came. 
Four divisions then advanced to support their 
rear-guard, and, among others, the divisions of 
grenadiers, which until now* had not come for¬ 
ward; 6 or 6000 cavalry formed their right, 
vvhilsf their left was ^covered by woods, filled 



with tirailleurs. It was of the greatest conse¬ 
quence to the enemy to keep this position as 
long as possible, it being a very fine one, and 
apparently inexpugnable; on our part we at¬ 
tached no less importance to It, in order to ac¬ 
celerate his retreat, and cause all the carriages 
filled with wounded and other articles to be 
abandoned which were protected by the rear¬ 
guard. This was what gave rise to the battle of 
Valitina, one of tlie finest feats of arms in our 
military history. At six o'clock in the evening, 
the division of Gudin, which had been sent 
forward to support the 3d corps, from the mo- 
Hient he had perceived the great succours that 
the enemy had sent to his rear-guard, puslu'd 
forward a column on the centre of the einnny’s 
position, was supported by the division of Ge¬ 
neral Ledru, and after an hour's combat, forced 
the position. General Count Gudin arriving 
with his division, was at the commencement of 
the action struck by a bullet, which carried ofl' 
his thigh; he died gloriously. This loss was 
sensibly felt. General Gudin w^as one of the 
most distinejuished officers in the army; he was 
estimable for his moral qualities, as much as t'or 
his bravery and intrepidity. General Girard has 
taken the command of the division. We reckon 
that the enemy have had eight Generals killed 
pr wounded; one of their Generals is taken pri- 



soner. On the followini»‘ duy lie Kirjperor dis- 
trihiit('(J rewards on the field of battle, to all the 
regiments which had distinguished themselves ; 
and as the ly/th, which is a new regiment, had 
behaved itself well, his Majesty grante d this re¬ 
giment the right of carrying an Kagle, a privilege 
it had not before enjoyed, never having, until, 
this time, been present in any battle. These 
reeompens{'s, given on the field of battle, in the 
midst of the dead, the dying, the wounded, and 
the trophies of victory, offered a spectacle truly 
military and imposing. The enemy, after this 
battle, precipitated his retreat in such a manner, 
that on the day of the 2()th our*troops marched 
20 l(‘agues, without being able to find the Cos¬ 
sacks, and every where picking up the wounded 
and the stragglers. 


Oiir loss in the battle of Valitina has been 
600 killed, and 2600 wounded. I'hat of the 
enemy, as the field of battle shows, is triple; we 
have taken 1000 prisoners, mostly wounded. 
'Thus the only two divisions which had not suf¬ 
fered by the preceding combats of MohilofF, of 
Ostrovno, of Krasnoy, of Smolcnzk, have now 
suffered by the battle of Valitina. 

All the intelligence received confirms the ac¬ 
count of the enemy ^running at.full speed for 
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Moscow ;.(hilt liis armv lias suffered much in 

«/ 

the ])rccc(liiig eno-ao-onicnts, and besides this, 

I 

experienees a p^reat desertion. The I’oles say 
to them,- when dos( rtijig, “ You have abandoned 
us witliout fis^hting,—what riglit, then, can you 
hav() to exact from us to remain under yonr 
colours The Russian soldiers of the province 
of Mohiloff and Smoleiizk, likewise take advaii- 
of the proximity to their villages to desert, and 
return to repose themselves in their own countries. 


The division of Gudin attacked with so much 
intrepidity, that the enemy were persuaded it 
was the TmperiaJf Guards. This is, in one word, 
to pronounce tlu' finest eulogy on the 7th regi¬ 
ment of light infantry, and on the 19th, 21st, 
and r27th of the line, who coin[)os(‘d this divi¬ 
sion. The combat of Valitina may likewise be 
called a battle, as more than 80,000 men were 
engagt‘d. It >vas, at least, an affair of the van¬ 
guard of the first rank. GentTal Grouchy, who 
was sent with his corps on the route to ])ou- 
chovchiua, found all the villages filled w'ith dead 
and wounded; and has taken three carriages, 
containing 900 wounded. The Cossacks have 
surprised at Liosno nii hospital of 200 sick Wir- 
temburg troops, which, through negligence, had 
i\ot been forwarded to Vitepsk. For the rest, in 
the midst of an these disasters, the Russians ne- 
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vorceaso to chant Tc D( ums; Lhcy couvc 'f i^vei’\ 

•- « 

tliini;’ into a victory; but, in spite of the iLrnorancc 
anil brutality of these p(*o[)h', this begins to ap¬ 
pear rifliculoujs to them, and even too gross. 


Rcjjort to the Major-General. 

My Lord, 

r suppose that the Duke of fleggio will have 
rendered your Highness an account of the action 
of the 17th, or at least up to the moment when 
his wounds forced him to (juit the field of battle. 
During the remainder of that day, the troops 
continued their successes, and, at nine in the 
evening, the Russians witc repulsed at every 
point, after having suffered the most considerable 
losses; having attempted, in the course of the 
day, six or seven attacks, which were repulsed 
with a bravery superior to the infatuation which 
brought him thither. This affair reflects the 
highest honour on the division of Li'grand, which 

« 

wais placed at the branching of the roads to 
Sebei and to Nevil; and on the Bavarian corps 
placed on the left bank of the Pultowa, in the 
rear of the village of Spas, which the enem}’ vYas 
determined to retake', notwithstanding Ins having 
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beeiT driven out of it five or six times: and the 
20 th division, as also General de VV^,rede, who 
coininandc'd it, have covered themselves with 
glory. Trie Bavarian General V^incente, who is 
entitled to praise for the manner in which he' 
conducted himself, was there woundefl. In the 
(wening of that day I felt the necessity of attack¬ 
ing the enemy; I took my measures for making 
the attack on the ISth, at four o’clock in the 

alh'rnoen; I have performed impossil)iliti(\s to 
\ 

deceive the enemv concerning mv intentions. 
I'owards one o’clock, 1 caused the erjuipage of 
the army which was in the rear of Polotzk, to 
hie oh' on tlie lei't bank of the r 3 wina, oil the 
road to Oula. 1 made an ajipearance, as if 
1 would cause this movement to be covered and 
protected by the troops, which ^darshal the 
Duke of Ueggio had caused to repass to the left 
bank. ‘ In the night between the Ibth and 17th, 
they re-united behind I’olotzk. At the tail oi' 
the equipages, the division of euirassit is arrived 
there from Semeneta, and the brigade of light 
eavalryof (jcneral Castex from Rondina. 


At three in the afternoon, the column of bag¬ 
gage had defiled in sight of the enemy, and the 
troops above-mentioned repassed the Dwina 
w*Hb the greatest part of the French artillery, 
and entered Pblotzk, About five o’clock, all 



tlie trooi)s and artillery were in a position to 

* 

ilcbouelie upon the enemy, without*thoir even 
having'observed our preparations. At five pre- 
cisi'h, all tlie artillery op(‘ned its fire, anti our 
coliunns of inftmtry del)ouehcd under its protec¬ 
tion, to attack tlu* tnemy’s left and centre. 
Wr(*de^s division debouched to the riiiht of the 
village of Spas, and attacked with gnnit bravery 
and skill the enemy’s left. General Deroy’s 
division debouched by the same village of Spas; 
Lt'grand’s division on the left of that village, 
connecting itself by its left with Verdier’s divi¬ 
sion ; a brigade of which observed the enemy’s 
right, vvhicli was placed upon the road of*Ge- 
hiuzeliva. Merle’s division Covered the front 
of Polotzk, and part of its rear. 


The enemy, though completely surprised, 
quite confnlent in their superior force and irn- 
im'use artillciy, comiiosed of 180 pieces’ at first, 
received our attacks with infinite calmness and ' 
mtio' froid; but in the end, before night, their 
left was completely forced, after having de¬ 
fended their position with much bravery and 
•great slaughter. ^V^e should have made a very 
great number of prisoners, if the woods had not 
been so near their position. The enemy aban- < 
doned to us the field of battle covered with an 
irnineiise number ^f their killed, 20 pieces of 
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cannon, and 1000 priscnK rs. On our side, wr 
have had sbnie kill(*d and wounded; among’ the 
latter are (Jc'nerals Deroy and Kacdov itseli, and 
Colonel (’ologne, eoininanding the Bavarian 
artillery. 

1 canjiot sulficiently eulogise J^egrand, Wrede, 
Derov, Ivaclovitsclj, and the Oern'ral of Anil- 
lery Aubry, who directed llie artdlery of the 
2d corps with great distinction. Ciencral Merle, 
with '^ rdy a part of Ins division, repulsed with 

4 

great skill an attack which the (meiny made on 
our left, to protect their retrc'at to the wood. 
ThC'. Croats distinguished theinsclvt's in tliis 
charge, supported by a part of Oeneral Casl('x\ 
cavalry. In general, I demand the considera¬ 
tion of his Majesty;—the troops havi' imTiled 
encouragement and rewards. Jlis Majesty will 
give me great pleasure by dispensing ins I'avour 
, on M. dc Mailii, my Aidode-Canip, the bearer 
of this letter, whose zeal 1 have every reason 
for praising. I have also nothing but eulogiuin 
to bestow upon the Chief of the second and 
sixth corps. 

1 have the honour to be vour Highness's most 
obedient humlile servant. 


« 


Count Gouvion St. Cyr. 
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t'lFTlCENT]! BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Stawkovo, August 27/ 1S12. 

The General of Division Zayonclieick, who 
coinniandecl a i^olisii division at the battle of 
Sinoleiizk, was wounded. The behaviour of 
tlie Polish corps at Smolenzk astonishi'd the 
Russians, who used to despise tliem. l'!i(‘Y 
were struck with their steadiness,•and the*, sujx'- 
riority w'hich tiny displayed ovia* theinselv(‘s. 

# 

At thr battles of Smolenzk'and Valitina, the 
enemy lost 20 Generals killed, wouinl(‘d, or 
taken, and a very n'reat numIuM'of olfiocTs. Th(‘ 
number of men killed, taktm, or wounded, on 
these rceasions, may amount from 2 o to 30,000 

UiCI) . 


On dav afte r the; battle of V alitina, his 

*/ ' 

Mv}|esl\ .>'ave the 12th and 21st regiments ofin- 
laiOry lln* line, and the 7th regiment of light 
• infanirv, a number of dccorations of the legion' 
of honour, to he bestowed on the captains, 
lieutenants, subalterns, ami soldiers. The se- 
hn tions vverci made on the field, in a circle be* 
fore the Emperor, ^and were confirmed witivf 



clamations by the troojDs. Th(‘ Ibllowing aie 
the iiaines ol‘ those who obtaiiu'd this honourable 
distinction:— 


f iTere follows a list of the names.J 


Number of decorations granted. 

To the 12th regiment.30 

21st .23 

7th light.32 


Total ... 87 

i 

Th(’ enemy\s army, in n^tiring, burn the 
bridges, and destroy the roads, in order to retard 
the march of the French army as much as pos¬ 
sible. On the 21st, they had repassed the Boris- 
. thenes at Slob-Pneva, always closely followed 
by our advanced-guard. 

The commercial establishments at Smolenzk 
were quite untouched on the Boristhenes, in a 
fine suburb, to which the Russians set fire, tor 
the sole purpose of retarding our march for a 
single hour. Never was war conducted with so 
much inhumaiiitv : the ilussians treat their own 

m/ 

country as they would that cf an enemy. The 
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con 11 try is fine, and abundantly supplied with 
everything. The roads are admirable, ^larslurl 
the Duke of, Tarentum continues to destroy 
Dinabonrg. The wooden materials, palisades, 
&c, which were fmmense, served to inakefeux- 
de-joie in honour of the l.^jthof August. Prince 
Schwartzenburg writes from Ossiati, on the 17tli, 
that his advanced-guard has pursued the (‘uemy 
on the*road to Divin—that be has taken some 
hundreds of prisoners, and obliged the enemy to 
burn his baggage. General Bianchi, however, 
who commands the advanced-guard, has suc¬ 
ceeded in seizing 800 liaggage-waggons, which 
the enemy could neither carry off nor destroy. 
The llussian army, under Tormbzoff, has lost 
almost all its baggage. The equipage for the 
siege of lliga has begun to move from Tilsit for 
the Dvvina. Cieneral St. Cyr has taken a posi¬ 
tion on the Drissa. The rout of the enemy at 
the battle of IWotzk, on the ISth, was complete. 
Tlui brave Bavarian G<uieral, Deroy, was* 
wounded on the field of honour, at the. age of 
/ after nearly 60 years’ service. His Majesty 
has nominated him a Count of the Empire, with 
a Tcvenuc of ,30,000 francs. The Bavarian corps 
behaved with much bravery. His Majesty has 
grant(*d it rewards and honours. 

The enemy gave c^it that he would make a 
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stand at Dorogahouchc. lie had, acTovding to 
(custom, thrown up ('arth, and constructed 

f 

haiterios. Tlie army having shown itself in 
order of battle, the Emperor r(‘palred thither; but 
the en('my's (Jeiieral thought 4;)etter of it—beat 
a retreat—and abandoned Dorogabouche, a city 
containing ten thousand souls, and eight steeples. 
llead-(juarters were there on the 26th, and on 
the 27 th at Slawkovo. The advanceeWguard 
is close to Viasnia. The Viceroy manoeuvres 
on the left, at two leagius IVorn the great road ; 
the Prince of Eckinuhl on tlie great road; and 
Prince Poniatowski on tlu' left bank of the 
Qsma. 

/ 

The capture of Smolenzk appears to have had 
a sad effect on the spirits of the Russians. It 
was called Smolenzk’the-sacred; Smotenzk-flie- 
strong; the key of Moscow; besides a thousand 
other-common sayings. Whoever has Smolenzk^ 
has Moscow^ ^ay the peasants. The heat is ex¬ 
cessive : it has not rained for a month. The 
Duke of Belliino, with the 9th corps, 30,000 
strong, has set out from Tilsit for Wilna. This 
corps is to form the reserve. 
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SIXTEENTH IWLLEriX OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

I ^iasma^ August :31, 1 S’l 2. 

The lioad-qiiartors of the lilmperor were, on 
the 27th, at Slawkovo ; on the ^8th, near Sen- 
lovo ; the ‘Jpth, in a casth* one league in the 
rear of Viasma; and on the :30th, at Viasina; 
the army marching in three columns—the riglit 
Idrmedhy the V ic(*roy, proceeding by Konojiseh- 
kino, Znamenkoi, KosHTeetkovo, and Novoe; 
the (teiilre, formed by the King of Na))les, tUc 
corps of the Prince of Kckniuhl* the l)uk(; of 
Elchingen, and the guards, marching on the 
grand road ; and the left, by Prince Poniatowski, 
marching on the left bank of the Osina by Volosk, 
JiOuchke, Pokroskoe, and Slonckino. 

On the 27th, the enemy wishing to rest on’ 
the Osma, opposite the village of lloiiiKki, took 
a position with his rear-guard. The King of 
Xaples directed his cavalry on the left of the 
efiemy, which amounted to 7 or SOOO cavalry. 
Several charges took place, all to our advantage. 
A battalion of the enemy* was penetrated by 
the Ith regiment of lancers. An hundred 
prisoners were the r^'sult of this small aifai/. 
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The positions of the enemy were carried, and he 
\Vas obfij>'ed to quicken his retreat. On the 28th, 
the enemy was pursued. The advanced-guards 
of three French columns came up with the 
rear-guard of the enemy; they exchanged several 
cannon-shot. The enemy was driven every 
where. General Count Caulincourt entered 
Viasnia on the 29th, at day-break. The enemy 
had burned the bridges, and set fire to t^everal 
quarters of the city. V iasnia is a town of 15,000 
inhabitants: there arc 4000 burgers, merchants, 
and artisans ; there are 52 ciiurches. Consider¬ 
able resources in flour, soap, drugs, &c. and 
large magazines of brandy, were found. 

The Russians burnt the magazines ; and the 
finest houses in the town were on fire at our ar¬ 
rival. Two battalions of the 2oth were employed 
with much activity in extinguishing them. We 
got it under, and saved three quarters of the 
tovrn. The Cossacks, before they left it, com¬ 
mitted • the most dreadful pillage, which has 
made the inhabitants say, that the Russians 
think Yiasrna will be no longer under their do¬ 
minion, since they treat it in so barbarous a man¬ 
ner. All the population of the towns retire 
upon Moscow. It is said there are now one 
million and an half of souls in that great city. 
They fear the result of these crowds. The 
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ijiliabitaiits Sfiy that GoiieraJ Kutusotr has been 
i4jj)ointod Coinmander-in-(diief of the Jtussian 
aririv, and that he took the command on the 

98th. The Grand Duke Constantine, who had 

• • 

returned to the army, having fallen ill, has 
([uitted it. A little rain lias fallen, which has 
laid the dust that incommoded the armv. The 
weather to-day is very fine ;—it will last, as they 
believe, to the 10th of October, which gives us 
still forty days’ campaign. 


SKVt.NTKKXTII BUm.ETIN OF THE GRAND 

ARMY. 


^ Gchatz, Sept. 3, 1812. 

The head-quarters were, on the .81st of Au¬ 
gust, at Yelitchero ; on the 1st and 2d of Sep¬ 
tember, at Gchatz. The King of Naples, with 
the advanced-guard, had his head-quarters, on 
the 1st, ten wersts in advance of Gchatz; the 
Viceroy had his the same distance in advance 
on the left; and Prince Poniatowski had pushed 
forward two leagues on the right. Some dis¬ 
charges of artillery, and attacks with the sabre, 



286 ' 


were cxchatiG'cd in each clircotioit, and a few 
hundred prisoners were taken. 


Tlie Cchcitzrivercmpties itseU‘into the Wolga. 
1'hiis we are in possession of the course of those 
waters that flow into the Caspian Sea. Fhe 
Cchatz is navigable to the Wolga. 


The city of (ichatz contains a ]>opnlation of 
eight or ten thousand souls. Many of tlu* 
house’s are built of stone and brick, 'riiere are 
many j)arish churches, and several manufactories 
of linen cloth. It is perfectly clear that agri- 
(Udture has made great progress in this country 
within the last forty years. It no longer bears 
any resemldance to the descriptions which are 
given of it. I’©tatoes, pulse, and (cabbages, 
grow there in abundance: the granaries arc full. 
The present is the harvest season ; and we enjoy 
now the same weather here as we have in Trance 
at the commencement of October. 


The deserters, the prisoners, the inhabitants, 
all agree that the greatest confusion prevails at 
Moscow, and in tlie Russian armv, which is dis- 
tracted with a diversity of opinions, and has suf¬ 
fered enormous losses in the different actions. 
Stime of the (Jenerals have been changed. It 
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appears that the opinion of the army is^not fij- 
•\ ourable to the plans of Barclay dc Tolly : he is 
accused of havinc: made his divisions fiffht in 
detail. The Pryice of Schvvartzenburg. is in 
\ olhyuia : th('- Russians fly before him. Some 
sharp affairs have taken place before Riga ; the 
Prussians have always had tlie advantage. We 
have found in this })lacc two Bulletins, which 
o'ive an account of the actions before Smolenzk, 
and of the battle of the Drissa. They have ap¬ 
peared to be sufficiently curious to be annexed 
to this bulletin. When we shall receive the 
secpiel of these bulletins, they shall be sent to the 
Monifeur. Jt appears by their .contents, that 
the Kditor has profited by the instructions he 
received from Moscow, “ that the truth is not 
to be told to the Russian people, but that they 
are tjD fie deceived by lies.'* Smolenzk was set 
on fire by the Russians. They set fire ^o the 
suburbs on the day of battle, when they saw, 
our bridge established over the Boristhenes. 
They also set fire to Dorogabouche, to Viasma, 
and to Gchatz ; but the French came up in time 
to extinguish it. This may be easily conceived. 
The French have no interest in burning those 
"towns that belong to them, and in depriving 
themselves of the resources which they afford. 
The cellars have been every where filled with 
brandy, leather, and eVery speciea/>f arti(;le that 



i;S useful to an army, if tlie country he wasted, 
if the inhabitants suffer more than a state of war 
warrants, the fault is in tlie Ilussians. The 
army rested on the 2d and ,3(^ in tin^ vicinity of 
(Jehatz. It is positively asserted, that the enemy 
is employed in forming an entrenched camp in 
front of Mojaisk, and has (established lines belbre 
Moscow. 

At the battle of Krasnoy, Colonel Marbeuf, ol 
the sixth light cavalry, was wounded with a 
bayonet at the head of his regiment, in the midst 
of a square of ilussian infantry, which he had 
penetrated with the greatest intrepidity. We 
l^ave thrown six bridges over the (ichatz. 


£1,GHX£ENTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND 

ARiWY. 


Mojaisk^ Sept. 10, 1812. 

On the 4th, the Emperor set out from Gchatz, 
and encamped near the post of Gridni^a. i lie 
.5th, at six o'clock in the morning, the army put 
itself in motion. At two in the aih rnoon, we 
perceived the Russians formed wdth their right 
upon the Moskwa, the lett upon the heights on 
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ch <5 left bank of the Kaluga. At 120Q toise^in 
advance.of the left, the enemy had begun to for¬ 
tify a £ne height, between two woods, where 
they had placed^ 9 or 10,000 men. The,Empe¬ 
ror, having reconnoitred it, resolved not to lose a 
moment, and to carry this position. Orders 
were given to the King of Naples to pass the. 
Kaluga, with the division Compans and the ca¬ 
valry. Prince Poniatowski, who had marched 
on the right, was in a condition to turn the po¬ 
sition. At four o'clock the attack commeAced.* 
In one hour the enemy's redoubt was carried, 
with the cannon ; the enemy's corps driven frpm 
the wood, and put to flight, leaving the third 
part on the field of battle. At seven in the 
evening the firing ceased. 

On the 6th, at two o'clock in the morning, 
the Emperor surveyed the enemy's advanced 
posts: the day was passed in reconnoitring. The 
enemy were in a position much contracted. 
Their left was weakened by the loss of the posi¬ 
tion on the day before: backed by a large wood, 
supported by a fine height, crowned by a re¬ 
doubt,, planted with 25 pieces of cannon. Two 
other heights, crowned with redoubts at 100 
paces from each other, protected their line, as 
far as a village which the enemy had destroyed, 
to cover the ridge witfi artillery arfd infj^ry, and 

VOL. II. u 
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to.suppqrt the centre. Their right extended 

behind the Kaluga, in the rear of the village of 

Borodino; and was supported by two fine 

heights., crowned with redoubts, and fortified 

with batteries. This position appeared strong 

and favourable. It was easy to manoeuvre, and 

. to oblige the enemy to evacuate it; but that 

would have been renouncing our object, and the 

position was not judged sufficiently strong to 

render it necessary to avoid fighting. It was easy 

‘to perceive that the redoubts were but half 

formed, the fosse shallow, and neither palisadoed 

nor defended with chevaux-de-frise. We 

reckoned the enemy’s force ac about 120 or 

130,000 men. Our forces were equal, but the 

superiority of our troops was not doubtful. 

* » , 

On the 7th, at two in the morning, the Empe¬ 
ror was surrounded by the Marshals in the posi¬ 
tion taken tl)e evening before. A.t half-past five 
o’clock, the sun rose without clouds: it had 
rained the preceding evening. “ This is the sun 
of Austerlitz,” said the Emperor. Though but 
the month of September, it was as cold as De¬ 
cember in Moravia. The army received the 
omen: the drum beat, and the following order 
of the day was read :—* 


i I 


c 


Vide Volume L page 70. 
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The armv answered the order with reiterat^'d 
acclanjations. The ground on which the army 
stood was*spread with the dead bodies of th<' 
Russians killed the preceding day. 

Prince Poniatowski^ who was on the riglit, 
put himself in motion to turn the forest on w'hich 
the enemy rested his left. The Prince of Eck- 
muhl marched on the skirt of the forest, the di¬ 
vision Compans at the head. Two batteries of 
60 cannon each, commanding the enemyposi¬ 
tion, had been constructed in the night. 

At six o’clock, General Copnt Sorbier, who 
had armed the battery on the right with the ar¬ 
tillery of the reserve of the guard, commenced 
the fire. General Pernetty, with 30 pieces of 
cannon, put himself at the head of the division 
of Compans, (4th of the 1st corps,) who skirted 
the wood, turning the head of the enemy’s yo-* 
sition. At half-past six, General Compans was 
wounded ; at seven, the Prince of Eckmuhl hacl 
his horse killed. The attack advanced: the 
musketry commenced. The Viceroy, who 
formed our left, attacked and carried the village 
of Borodino, which the ei\emy could not^Jefend; 
that village being on the left bank of the Ka- * 
luga. At seven, the Marshal Duke of Elchin* 
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gen put hipself in motion, and, under the pro¬ 
tection of 60 pieces of cannon which General 
Foucher had placed the evening before against 
the enemy’s centre, bore upon the centre. A 
thousand pieces of cannon spread death on all 
sides. 

I 

At eight o’clock, the positions of’the enemy 
were carried, his redoubts taken, and our artillery 
crowned his heights. The advantage of posi¬ 
tion which the enemy’s batteries had enjoyed 
for two hours, now belonged to us. The para¬ 
pets which had been occupied against us during 
the attack, were .now to our advantage. The 
enemy saw the battle lost, which he thought 
had only commenced. A part of his artillery 
was taken ; the rest was withdrawn to his lines 
in the rear. In this extremity he attempted ,to 
restore ;the combat, and to attack with all his 
masses those strong positions which he was 
unable to protect. Three hundred pieces of 
French cannon placed on these heights, thun¬ 
dered upon his masses, and his soldiers died at 
the foot of those parapets which they had raised 
with so much labour, and as a protecting shelter. 


The King of Ndples, with the cavalry, mad 
varjous charges. The Duke of Elchingen co- 
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vered himself with glory, and displayed as much 
intrepidity as coolness. The Emperor ordeved a 
change of .the front, the right in advance; this 
movement made us masters of three parts of the 
field of battle. Prince Poniatowski fought in 
the wood with various success. 

There still remained to the enemy his redoubts 
to the right. General Count Morand marched 
thither, and carried them; but at nihe in the 
morning, attacked on all sides, he could not 
maintain himself there. The enemy, encou¬ 
raged by this advantage, made his reserve and 
his last troops advance to try his fortune again. 
The Imperial Guards formed a*part of them. He 
attacked our centre, which formed the pivot to 
our right. For a moment it was feared that he 
might carry the village which was burnt; the 
division Friant advanced thither: 80 pieces of 
French cannon immediately arrest, and’then an¬ 
nihilate the enemy’s columns, which stood'for . 
two hours in close order, under the chain-sho.t, 
not daring to advance, unwilling to retire, re¬ 
nouncing the hope of victory. The King of 
Naples decided their uncertainty. He caused 
the 4 th corps of cavalry to make a charge, who 
penetrated through the breaches which our can-^ 
non shot had made in the condensed masses of 
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he Russians, and the squadrons of their cuiras¬ 
siers; they dispersed on all sides. The Cjencral 
of Division, Count Caulincourt, Governbrof the 
Emperor’s Pages, advanced at the head of the 
5th regiment of cuirassiers, overthrew every 
thing, and entered the redoubt on the left by its 
gorge. From this moment there was no longer any 
lincertai n ty .The battle was gained. He t u rued upon 
• the enemy the 21 pieces of cannon which were 
found in the redoubt. Count Caulincourt, who had 
distinguished himself in this fine charge, has ter¬ 
minated his career. He fell dead, struck by a 
bullet; a‘ glorious death, and worthy to be en¬ 
vied. It was now two in the afternoon ; the 

enemy had lost all hope ; the battle was ended, 
1/ 

the cannonade still continued; the enemy fought 
for retreat and safety, but no longer for victory. 
The loss of the enemy is enormous ; from 12 to 
15,000 men, and from 8 to 9000 Russian horses, 
have been counted on the field of battle: 60 
pieces of cannott and 5000 prisoners have re¬ 
mained ill our power. We have had 2500 killed, 
and thrice that number wounded. Our total 
loss may be estimated at 10,000 men; that ot 
the enemy, at from 40 to 50,000. Never was 
there seen such a field of battle. Out of six dead 
bodies, there were five Russians for one French¬ 
man. Forty Russian Generals were killed, 
wounded, or taken. Gcne.al Bragation was 
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wounded. We have lost the General of Divi- 
^ sion Montbrun, killed by a caunon-baW; Getie- 
ml (-omit Gaulincourt, who was sent to occupy 
his place, was killed by a shot of the ^ame kind, 
an hour afterwards. The Generals of ^3rigade 
Compere, Plauzonne, Marion, and Huart, were 
killed; seven or eight Generals were'wounded, 
the most of them slightly. The Prince of Eck-% 
rnuhl has received no injury. The French 
troops covered themselves with glory, and dis¬ 
played their great superiority to the Russian 
troops. 

Such, in a few words, is a sketch of the battle 
of the Moskva, fought a few lekgues in the rear 
of Mojaisk, and twenty-five leagues from Mos¬ 
cow, near the little river Moskva. We fired 
60,000 cannon-shot, which are already replaced 
by the arrival of 800 artillery carts, which passed 
Smolenzk previous to the battle. All the woods^ 
and villages from the field of battle to this place 
arc covered with dead and wounded. .We have 
tbund here 2000 killed or amputated Russians. 
A number of generals and colonels are prisoners. 

' The Emperor was never exposed; neither the 
foot nor horse-guards were engaged, or lost a 
single man. The victory* was never uncertain,^ 
Had the enemy, when driven from his entrench- 
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ments, not endeavoured to retake them, bur loss 
would have been greater than his; but he de¬ 
stroyed his army by keeping it,»from eight 
o’clock till two, under the fire of our batteries, 
arid in obstinately attempting to regain that 
which was lost. This was the cause of his im¬ 
mense loss. Every one distinguished himself. 
The King of Naples, and the Duke of Elchin- 
gen, were peculiarly conspicuous. The artil¬ 
lery, and particularly that of the guards, sur¬ 
passed itself. The actions which have rendered 
this day illustrious shall be made known in de¬ 
tailed reports. 


“ Monsieur Bisttop of-, 

“ The passage of the Niemen, of the Dwina, 
..the Boristhenes, the combats of Mbhiloff, of the 
Dfissa, of Polotsk, of Ostrovno, of Smolenzk, 
and, in fine, the battle of the Moskva^ furnish 
so many respective reasons for addressing thanks 
to the God of armies ; our will therefore is, that 
on receiving this present letter, you concert mea¬ 
sures with those to whom it of right belongs. 

t 

, Assemble my people in the churches to chant 
prayers, conformably to the usage of the Church 
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in similar circumstances. This letter having no 
► Other object, I pray God to have you in his holy 
keeping. 

“ From our Imperial quarters at Mojaisk, the 
10th of September, 1812. 

“By theEipperor, (Signed) “Napoleon, 

(Signed) “ Count D a ru, 

“ The Minister Secretary of State.'* 


Report to his Majesty the Emperor and King, 
Sire, 

The tesult of the examination of the prisoners^ 
of ^hoin the greatest part are ignorant recruits, 
or men taken before the close and off the field of 
battle, as well as almost all of them wounded 
with bullets, and the greater part dying, has 
afforded me the following information with re¬ 
gard to some divisions of the enemy's army;— 

1st. The 12th division, forming part of the 
7th corps, composed of the infantiy regiments of 
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S^olenzk, Narva, Alexopol, and New Ingria, 
as well as of the 6th and 41st regiments of foot, 
chasseurs, and commanded by Major-General 
Palitzin, who had succeeded General Kulbakin, 

f 

wounded at MohilofF, received its recruits, 
which were drawn from depots, and brought up 
by Miloradovitch, on the third instant, in con¬ 
sequence of which the regiments of infantry 
were raised to 800 each, and the chasseur re¬ 
giments to 1200, which makes, the strength of 
this* division to have amounted, before the bat¬ 
tle, to 4800 men, exclusive of two companies of 
artillery, with 24 pieces of cannon, from 6 to 12- 
pounders. 

On the day of the battle of the 7th of Septem¬ 
ber, this division was stationed in the centre of 
the first line. About two in the afternoon it 
had already sustained great losses, and was in 
owant of ammunition. A lieutenant of the regi¬ 
ment of AlcxO^ml, named Peter Voronin, who, 
having been sent to the reserve to demand more, 
lost his way among the brushwood, and was 
taken after the retreat of the army, declares, that 
General Rajessky, commanding the corps d’ar- 
mfee, received a severe contusion, which obliged- 
him to quit the field of battle, and that the Ge¬ 
neral-in-Chief, Prince Bragation, was wounded. 
All the prisoners of this division agree in stating 
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that it lost more thaji half of its number; that its 
confusion was complete at the time of its retreat; 
and that it owed its safety solely to Platoff and 
UvarofF, who covered it. Those of the 41st 
chasseurs say, that there scarcely remained 50 
men to each company. 

2d. The 1st division of grenadiers, consisting 
of the grenadiers of the body-guard of St. Peters¬ 
burg, Ekateriiioslav, Taurida, PawlofFski, and 
ArakschezefF, commanded by Count StrogonofF, 
and forming part of the 3d corps dhirm^e, was on 
the extremity of the left, in the rear of the bat¬ 
tery, where it sutFered considerably by the fine 
of the artillery ; it was flanked by two squadrons 
of cuirassiers, which equally suffered without 
being brought into action. The respective 
strength of these grenadier regiments amounted, 
before the bailie, to from .8 to 900 men. Their 
loss is estimated at one-third, which they ascribe 
to the cowardice of the officers, who abandoned 
their ranks, and concealed themselves in the 
brushwood. Two regiments of chasseurs at¬ 
tached to this division, which were stationed in 
advance, were dispersed ; their loss is unknown. 

A soldier, named Gregoriot de Pskoff, who 
has served for nine years in the regiment of St. 
Petersburg, declares that he never-saw his regi-' 
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ment give way as it did on this occasion. He 
says, that before the battle, General Kutusoff 
rode along their line and harangued his troops, 
which, however, did not produce much effect, 
This man adds, that he heard Major Dalin, the 
Commandant of his regiment, sav, that about 
mid-day, Benningson had gone 40 worsts beyond 
Mojaisk, to prepare there the means of defence; 
he believes that he went to Little Viasma. 

Jit was not known what had become of Tutch- 
koff, the Commander-in-Chief of the 3d corps, 
or of the 3d division of Konovnitzen, which 
formed part of it. 

3d. The division of grenadiers, consisting of 
the regiments of Astracan, Fanagoria, Kioff, 
Moscow, Little Russia, and Siberia, commanded 
by Prince Charles of Mecklenburg, and forming 
part of the 8th corps of Borosdin, was stationed 
on the 5th o|^iSeptember at the great redoubt, 
which was taken on the same dav, and where 
it lost its cannon, a colonel, and more than the 
half of its men. The regiments of this division 
were quite full on arriving at Smolenzk; but 
they had not more than 1000 each on the 5th^ 
before the action; and numbered not more than 
from 7 to 800 each, on the morning of the 7th, 
'when tliey wpre in the village which they were 
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charged to defend, in advance of the batteries 
of the left .flank. It was at this time tfiat the 
Prince of Mecklenburg^ was wounded. 

4th. The 2d corps of Baggavout had manoeu¬ 
vred on the 6tb and 7th, in order to advance to 
the left of the line, to support the 3d corps. 
All the prisoners assert that not one half of it 
returned to Mojaisk. The musketeer regiments 
of Minsk, Tobolsk, Volhynia, and Krements- 
chug, as well as the 4th and 34th chasseur^ of 
the 4th division, commanded bv the Prince of 
Wirtemburg, amounted to 800 men each; and 
after the battle, none of them could muster 400*: 
it was the same with the regiments of Raizan, 
Belosersky, Bresc, and Wilmanstrand, as well 
as the 30th and 48th chasseurs of the division of 
Alsou fieff, 

ft 

A subaltern of the regiment of Raizan, named 
Prohoroff, declares, that his Coloneh Avens, 
was killed; and that, during the retreat, ‘he saw 
on the bank of the river, the General-in-Chief 
Tutchkoff wounded, as well as the Colonel of 
the grenadiers of Moscow. This corps had few 
officers killed, but many wounded. 

3 th. The 24th division of the 6 th corps, which 
was stationed in the gifard central Jjattery, mus-* 
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tered after the battle only 30 men each company, 
thougfi two days before they amounted to 100 
each in the regiments of Schirwaiisk, Butinkas, 
Usa, and Tomsk; while the companies of the 
Ipth and 40th chasseurs amounted to 113 men 
each, by means of recruits drawn from Novogo- 
rod-Sewerskv*" 

6th. The 2d division of the Guards, composed 
of the IsmailofF and Lithuanian regiments of 
gr<^nadiers, and of two chasseur regiments of the 
Guards and of Finland, under the orders of Ge¬ 
neral Lawroff, were stationed in line in the rear 
of the three batteries, on the left of the centre. 
These regiments suffered considerably from the 
artillery; but that of Ismail off, having advanced 
with the bayonet, was so vigorously charged by 
the cavalry, that not more than 40 men in each 
company were left to it. General Krapowitski, 
commanding a brigade, and the Colonel of the 
regiment of Ismailoff, were there wounded. 

(Signed) Sokolnicki, General of Division, 

charged with a Special Service. 


Mojaisk, Sept, 10, 1812. 
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XINETKENTft BULLETIN OFXHE GRAND AKMV. 

Moscow^ Sept, l6, 181^^. 

After the battle of the Moskva the French 
army pursued the enemy upon Moscow, by the 
three routes of Mojaisk, Svenigorod, and Ka- 
louga. Tlie King of Naples was on the 9th at 
Kouhinskoe, the Viceroy at Rouza, and Psince* 
Poriiatowski at Feminskoe. The head-quarters 
were on the 12th transferred from Mojaisk to 
Pcseliiia: on the l.‘3th they were at the castIe*of 
Bcrwska; on the 14th, at mid-day, we entered 
Moscow. The enemy had raised, on the Spar¬ 
row mountain, two worsts from the city, some 
redoubts, which he abandoned. 

ft 

The city of Moscow is as large as Paris; it is 
ail "extremely rich city, full of palaces of all the 
nobles of the empire. The Russian Governor 
Rastapchin, wished to ruin this fine city when 
he saw it abandoned by the Russian army. He 
Kad armed 3000 malefactors whom he had taken 
‘ from the dungeons; he also summoned together 
6000 satellites, and distributed arms among 
them from the arsenal. Our advanced-guard,. 
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arrivecjin the centre of the city, was received by 
a tire of musketry, which issued from the Krem¬ 
lin. The King of Naples ordered a battery of a 
few pieces of cannon to be opened, dispersed 
this rabble, and took possession of the Kremlin. 
We have found in the arsenal 60,000 new mus¬ 
kets, and 120 pieces of cannon, on their car¬ 
riages. The most complete anarchy reigned in 
the city; some drunken madmen ran through its 
different quarters, and every where set fire to 
them. The Governor, Rastapchin, had caused 
all the merchants and shopkeepers to be carried 
off, through ^hose instrumentality order might 
have been re-established. More than 400 
French and Germans were arrested by his or¬ 
ders; in fine, he had taken the precaution of 
carrying off the firemen with the fire engines; 
so that the most complete anarchy has desolated 
this great and fine city, and the flames are de¬ 
vouring it. We have found in it considerable 
resources ofevery kind. The Emperor is lodged 
in the Kremlin, which is in the centre of the 
city, like a kind of citjadel, surrounded by high 
walls. Thirty thousand wounded or sick Rus¬ 
sians ar,e in the hospitals, abandoned, without 
suqcour, .and, without nourishment. The Rus¬ 
sians acknowledge that they lost 60,000 men in 
the battle jof Moskva. Prince Bragation was 
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mortally wounded. A list has been made ol 
the Russian Generals wounded or kiJUed iu the 
battle:.it amounts to between 45 and AO. 


TWENTIETH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND ARMY. 

Moscow^ Sept, 17> 1812. 

The Russsians have celebrated Te Deum for 
the battle of Polotzk, Te Deutns hav<? been 
sung for the battles of Riga, for the battle of 
Ostrovno, and that of Smolenzk. According to 
the Russian accounts they Were every where 
conquerors, and they drove the French to a great 
distance from the field of battle. It was then 
amidst the strains of the Russian Te Deums that 
th^ army arrived at Moscow. There they 
thought themselves conquerors ; at least, the po- 
pulace thought so, for well-informed persons 
knew what was passing. 

Moscow is the entrepot of Asia and of Europe. 
Its warehouses were immense; every house was 
provided for eight months with necessaries of 
every description. It was only the evening be¬ 
fore, and the day of our entrance, that the 
danger became known. We found in the hoyse 

VOL. II. ‘ X 
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of the miserable Rastapchin some papers, and a 
-letter half written ; he fled without finishing it. 

Moscow, one of the finest and richest cities in 
the world, is no more. On the 14 th, the Rus- 
sians set fire to the Exchange, to the Bazar, and 
the Hospital. On the l6th, a violent wind 
arose. Three or four hundred ruffians set fire to 
the city in oOO*different places at the same mo¬ 
ment, by order of the Governor Rastapchin. 
Five-sixths of the houses weio built of wood; 
the fire spread with a prodigious rapidity ; it was 
an ocean of flame. Churches, of which there 
tvere 1600, above 1000 palaces, immense ma¬ 
gazines ; nearly all have fallen a prey to the 
flames. The Kremlin has been preserved. Their 
loss is incalculable for Russia, for her commerce, 
and for her nobility, who had left all there. It 

f 

is not over-rating its value to state it at many 
millions. About 100 of these incendiaries have 
been apprehended and shot; all of them declared 
that they acted under the orders of Rastapchin, 
and the Director of the Police. Thirty thousand 
sick and wounded Russians have been burnt. 
The richest commercial houses in Russia are 
ruined. The shock must be considerable. The 
clothing, the magazines, and the equipments of 
the Russian army have been consumed. They 
h$^e thus lost every thing: they would remove 
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nothing, because they always thoughj it impos¬ 
sible for us to reach Mospow, and because they 
were willing to deceive the people. When they 
saw all in the hands of the French, they con¬ 
ceived the horrible project of destroying by fire 
this first capital, this holy city, the centre of the 
Empire; and they have reduced to ’beggary 
200,000 respectable inhabitants. This is the 
crime of Rastapehin, executed by felons liberated 
from the prisons. 

• • 

The resources w hich the army had found are 
consequently much diminished; however, we 
have collected, and are still collecting, a number 
of necessaries. All the cellars are untouched by 
the fire; and the inhabitants, during the last 
twenty-four hours, had saved many articles. 
They endeavoured to stop the progress of the 
fianies; but the Governor had taken the horrid 
precaution to carry olF or destroy all the engine^ 
The army is recovering from its fatigues; it has 
abundance of bread, potatoes, cabbages, and * 
other vegetables, meat, salted provisions, wine, 
brandy, sugar, coffee, and, in short, provisions 
of all sorts. The advanced-guard is twenty 
•wersts on the road to Kasan, by which the ene¬ 
my is retreating. Another French advanced- 
guard is on the road to St. Petersburg, where the 
enemy has ny)t a single soldier. Tl\/? temperature 
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is still that of autumn. The soldiers have found, 
and eoiitinne to tfnd, a number of pelisses and 
furs for the winter. Mbscuw was the dep6fcpf 
tho^be articles. ^ 


TWENTY-FIRST BULLETIN OF THE GRAND 

ARMY. , 

Moscow, September 90, 1819. 

Three hundred incendiaries have been arrested 
and shot; they were provided with fusees six 
inches long, which they had between two pieces 
of wood: they had also.squibs, which they 
threw upon the roofs of the houses. The wretch 
Rastapehin had these prepared, oh the pretence 
that he wished to send a balloon, full of com- 

t 

bustible rnsftter, amidst the French army. He 
thus got together the squibs and other materials, 
ne'cessary for the execution of his project. 

The tires subsided on the 19th and 90th; 
thrgf quarters of the city ate burned; among 
^ od^er palaces that beautiful Jne oY Catherine, 
^ll^ieh had been newly "furnished \ * not above a 
Auarter of the houses r^moin. ' 
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While Rakapchin was taking away the fire- 
engines of the city, he left behind Mifi 6(7,000 
^uskeb, 150 pieces of cannon, more than 
600,000 balls and shells, 1,500,000 cartridges, 
400^000 pounds of gunpowder, 400,000 pounds 
of saltpetre and sulphur. It was not till the 19th 
that the powder, saltpetre, and sulphur were 
discovered at a fine establishment, half a league 
from the city. This is a matter of importance: 
we are now supplied with ammunition for two 
campaigns. We every day discover cellars full 
of wme and brandy. Manufactures were b*e- 
ginuing to flourish at Moscow: they are de¬ 
stroyed. The conflagration bf this capital, will 
throw Russia one hundred years back. The 
weather is becoming rainy r the greatest part of 
the army is in barracks in Moscow. 


TWENTY-SECOND BULLETIN OF THE GRAND* 

ARMY. 

Moscow; Sept, 27, 1812. 

The Consul-General Lesseps hii been ap¬ 
pointed Intendant of the^Province of Moscow. 
He has organised a municipality, and several 
commissions, all composed of inhabitants of the 
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country—The fires have entirely ceased. Wc 
every day‘discover magazines of sugar, furs, 
clothes, &c. The enemy’s army appears to re¬ 
tire upon Kalouga and Toula. Toula contains 
the greatest manufactory of arms in all Russia. 
Our advanced-guard is upon the Pakra. The 
Emperor is lodged in the Imperial Palace of the 
K'remlin. We have found in the Kremlin seve¬ 
ral of the ornaments used at the coronation of 
the Emperors; and all the flags taken from the 
Turks for the last hundred years. The vreather 
is nearly the same as at the end of October at 
Paris. It rains a little, and we have had some 
white frosts. We are assured, that the Moskva 
and the rivers of the country are not frozen over 
before the middle of November. The greater 
part of the army is cantoned in Moscow, where 
it recovers from its fatigues. 


TWENTY-THIRD BULLETIN OF THE GRAND 

t * 

ARMY. 

« 

Moscow^ Oct. 9j 1812. 

^ . The advanced-guard,’commanded by the King 
of Naples, is upon the Nara, 20 leagues from 
Mos^iow. The enemy's army is upon the Ka- 
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luga. Some skirmishes have takeu plac« for 


the la'^t three days. The 
had all the advantage, and 


King of Naples 
always driven 


has 

the 


enemy from their positions. 


The Cossacks hover upon our flanks. A. 
patrole of 1 ^0 dragoons of the guard, commanded 
by Major Marthod, has fallen into an ambuscade 
of the Cossacks, between the road of Mosco\V 
and Kaluga. The dragoons sabred 300 of them, 
and opened themselves a passage ; but* they 
left 20 men upon the field of battle, who were 
taken ; amongst them is the Major, dangerously 
wounded. The Duke of Elchingen is at Bog- 
horodosk. The advanced-guard of the Viceroy 
is at Troitskoi, upon the road to DmitrofF. The 
colours taken by the Russians from the Turks 
in different wars, and several curious things 
found in the Kremlin, have been sent off to 
Paris. We found a Madonna enriched with ’ 
diamonds; it has a*so been sent to Paris, 


It appears that Rastapehin has emigrated. 
At Voronovo ’he set fire to (lis castle, and left 
the following writing attached to a post*. 

The palace of Kurakin is one of those which 

have been saved from the fire; General Cqunt 

• • 

* Vide Vol. I. page fife 
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Nansouty.is lodged in it. We succeeded with 
great difficulty in withdrawing from the hospitals 
and houses on fire, a part of the Russian sick. 
There remain about tOOO of these wretched 
men. The number of those who perished in the 
fire is extremely great. 

We have had for the last eight days a warmer 
sun than is experienced at Paris at this season. 
We do not perceive that we are in the North. 
The Duke of Reggio, who is at Wilna, has en¬ 
tirely recovered. The enemy’s General-in- 
Chief, Bragation, is dead of the wounds which 
he received in the battle of the Moskva. The 
Russian army disavows the fire of Moscow; 
the authors of this attempt are held in detesta^ 
tion among the Russians; they consider Ras- 
tapchin as a sort of Marat; he has been able to 
console himself in the society of the English 
Commissary Wilson. The Staff Major will 
:ause,the details of the battles of Smolenzk and 
the Moslcva to be printed, and point out those 
who distinguished themselves. We have Just 

armed the Kremlin with 30 pieces of cannon, 

% 

and constructed ravelins at all the entrances of 
it. It forms a fortress; and bakehouses and 
magazines are established in it. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH BULLETIN OF THE GRAND 

ARMY. 

Motcov!*^ October H, 181 ^. 

General Baron Delzon has marched upon 
Dmitrioff. The King of Naples is with the 
advanced-guard upon the Nara, in presence 
of the enemy, who are occupied in recruit¬ 
ing their army, by completing it from the mi¬ 
litia. The weather is very fine. The first 
snow fell yesterday. In twenty days, ^ it 
will be necessary we should be in winter-quar¬ 
ters. The troops which Russia had in Moldavia 
have joined General TormozofF. Those from 
Finland have been disembarked at Riga. They 
mar/:hed out and attacked the 10th corps: they 
have been beaten: 3000 men were made pri¬ 
soners. We have not yet the official account 
of this brilliant affair, which does so much 
honour to General D'York. All our‘wounded 
.have been removed to Sinolenzk, Minsk, and 
Mohiloff. A'great number have been restored 
to health, and have rejoined their corps. A 
great many private letters,, between St. Peters¬ 
burg and Moscow, make us well acquainted^ 
with the situation of this empire. The project 
of burning Moscow*having beeB.kept secret, the 
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greater part of the nobles and private individuals 
had removed nothing. The engineers have 
taken a plan of the city, in which those houses 

are marked which were saved from the flames. 

( 

It results, that we did not succeed in saving 
more than the tenth part of the town ; the other 
iiino-tenths exist no longer. 


l WliM'Y-FIF'J II 
■» 


lUTLj.Ei’ix or run 

AR.n V. 


^ Noilslo<\ October ^0^ 1819. 

All ih^ sick who were in the hospitals of 
Moscow, left them on the loth. Kith, 17th, and 
18th inst. for Mqjaisk and Smolenzk. The ar¬ 
tillery caissons, the ammunition taken, a great 
quantity of curious things, and two trophies, 
^v\3re packed up and sent off on the 1,5th. The 
army received orders to bake biscuit for twenty 
davs, and hold itself in readiness to march: in 
effect, the Emperor left Moscow, on the 19th. 
The head-quarters were the same day at Disna.' 

On the one side, the Kremlin has been armed 

% 

and fortified, and at‘the same time it has been 
mined, in order to blow it up. Some think the 
Emperor will inarch upon Toula and Kaluga, 
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to pass the winter in these provinces, and occupy 
Moscow by a garrison in the Kremlin. »Othci*? 
suppose the Eynperor will blow up the Kremlin, 
and burn the public cstablislimcnts which re¬ 
main, and that'he will approach within an 
hundred leagues of Poland, to establish his win¬ 
ter-quarters in a friendly country, and near to 
receive every thing which exists in the maga¬ 
zines of Dantzic, Kowna, Wilna, and Minsk, 
and recover from the fatigues of war. The lat¬ 
ter observe, that Moscow is distant from Si. 
Petersburg 180 leagues of bad road, whilst 
Vitepsk is only 130 from Petcrshui’g ; that from 
Moscow to Kiow is 218 leagues, whilst froijni 
Smolenzk to Kiow is but 112 leagues; from 
whence they conclude that Moscow is not a 
military position, or that Moscow possesses no 
longer political importance, since that town is 
burned, and ruined for 100 years. 

\ • 

The enemy showed many Cossacks, who an- * 
noyed our cavalry; the advanced-guard of 
cavalry placed in advance of Veukovo, were 
surprised by a horde of Cossacks, who were in 
thvJ camp, before they could mount on horseback. 
They took part of General Sebastiani\s park of 
artillery, 100 baggage-waggons, and made about 
100 prisoners. The King of Naples mounted 
on horseback with the (juirassiers and carabineers^ 
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and perceiving a column of light infantry, of 
fdur battalions, which the enemy sent to support 
the Cossacks, he charged it, broke it, and cut it 
in pieces. General Dezi, Aide-de-Camp to the 
King, a brave officer, was killed in this charge, 
which honours the carabineers. The Viceroy 
has arrived at Fomenskoe. All the army is in 
march. Marshal the Duke of Treviso has re- 
inaincfl at Moscow with a garrison. The wea¬ 
ther is very fine, like that in France during 
October, perhaps a little warmer; but on the 
first days of November we may expect cold!. 
Every thing indicates that we must think of 
winter-quarters: our cavalry particularly require 
it. The infantry refreshed themselves at Mos¬ 
cow, and are very well. 


TWENTY-SIXTH BULLETIN. 

\ 

A w 

Borosk, Oct, 23, 1812. 

After the battle of the Moskva, General 

KutusofFtook a position a league in advance of 

Moscow; he established several redoubts to 

defend the town ; he remained there till the last 

moment. On the 14th of September, seeing the 

_ ■ 

French army march towards him-, he took his 
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resolution, and evacuated the position, passing- 
through Moscow. He crossed through the city 
Vith his head-quarters, at half-past nine in the 
morning. ‘Our advanced-guard passed through 
it an hour after voon. 

I 

The Commandant of the Russian vanguard 
requested to bc' allowed to defile in the city, 
without firing ; it was allowed him : but in the 
Kreftilin, the canaille, armed by the Governor, 
made a resistance, and were immediately dis- 
persed: 10,000 Russian soldiers were themext 

and following days collected in the city, into 
which they were brought by their thirst for 
plunder; they were old and good soldiers ; they 

augmented the number of prisoners. 

# 

On the loth, 16th, and 17th of September, 
the, Russian General, commanding the rear¬ 
guard, said, that they should fire no longer; that 

a 

they ought to fight no more ; and talked much 
about peace. He marched upon the ^road of 
Kolomna, and our advanced-guard placed itself 
five leagues from Moscow, upon the bridge of 
^the Moskva. ’ During this time, the Russian 
army left the Kolomna road, and took that of 
Kaluga by cross roads. It thus made the half 
tour of the city at six leagues distance. Th(?<* 
wind carried thither clouds of flame and spnoke. 
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This miii'ch, acrordiu^’ to J-ho staieineiits of the 
oiliccrs, was sombre and religious ; con- 
storiiaiioii filled their souls: they assert that 
ofiieers i iid soldieis v, ( re so penetrated, that the 
most prolouiul silence reigned throughout the 
army as d u ri ng prayers. 


Wc quickly perceived the enemy’s march. 
The Duke of Istria marched to Disna, with a 
corps of observation. The King of Naples, at 
first, followed the enemy upon Podol, and after- 
awards mar(‘hcd upon their rear, threatening to 
cut them off from the Kaluga road. Although 
the King had with him only the advanced- 
guard, the enemy only allowed themselves time 
to evacuate the entrenchments they had con¬ 
structed, and marched six leagues in the rear, 
after a glorious battle for the advanced-guard. 
Prince Poniatowski took a position behind the 
Nara, at the confluence of the Islia. General 
Lauriston having, on the 5th of October, gone 
to the llussian head-quarters, the communica¬ 
tions were re-established between our advanced 


posts and those of the enemy, who, between 
themselves, agreed not to attack each other, 
without giving three hours’ notice ; but on the 
Ihth, at seven in the morning, 4000 Cossacks 
came in from a wood, situated within half can¬ 
non-shot of General Sebastiarii, forming the ex- 
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treme loft of the advaiiceil-^uard, who had nei¬ 
ther been occupied nor inspected that day. Thi^y 
’Blade an attack upon this light cavalry at a time 
when they were on foot, at the distribution of 
meal. This light cavalry could not form Imt at 
a quarter of a league at farthest. Whilst the 
enemy penetrated by this opening, a park of 12 
pieces of cannon, and 20 caissons, of Cfcneral 
Sebastiaiii, were taken in a ravine, 'vjth baggage 
waggons in number thirty, in all sixty-livc ^vag- 
gons, instead of 100, as slated in the last Bulle¬ 
tin. At the same time, the enemy^s regular-ca- • 
valry and two columns of infantry penetrated by 
the opening. They hoped to gain the wood, 
and the defile of Voronovo before us; but the 
King of Naples was there: he was on horseback. 
He marched and penetrated the Russian line of 
cavalry in ton or twelve different charges. He 
perceived a division of six enemy's battalions, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Muller; 
charged, and penetrated it. This division was ^ 
massacred—Lieu ten act-General Muller was 

killed. Whde this was passing, General "Ponia- 
towski successfully repulsed a Russian division. 
The Polish Genferal Fischer was killed by a 
ball. 

Thti enemy not only suffered a loss superior to 
ours, but had the shanjie of having violated the 
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truce concluded between the advanced-guard ; a 
tiling hardly ever done. Our loss amounts to 
800 men, in killed, wounded, and taken : that 
of the enemy is double. Several Russian officers 
were taken ; two of their generals were killed ; 
and this day the King of Naples has proved what 
presence of mind, valour, and a knowledge of 
war can effect. In general, throughout' all this 
campaign, the Prince has shown himself worthy 
of the supreme rank in which he is placed. 
However, the Emperor wishing to oblige the 
enemy to evacuate his entrenched camp, and 
drive them several marches back, in order to be 
able tranquilly to proceed to the countries cho¬ 
sen for his winter-quarters, and actually neces¬ 
sary to be occupied for the execution of his 
ulterior projects,—on the 17th, ordered General 
Lauriston, with his advanced-guard, to place 
himself behind the defile of Winkowo, in order 

r 

that his movements might not be perceived. 

« 

/ 

After Moscow had ceased to exist, the Em¬ 
peror had determined either to abandon this 
heap of ruins, or only occupy the Kremlin with 
3000 men ; but the Kremlin, after 16 days’ la¬ 
bour, was not judged sufficiently strong to be 
abandoned for twenty or thirty days to its own 
forces. It would have weakened and incom¬ 
moded the army in its ii\!Ovements, without giv- 



Ilia’ II areal a<lvantaae. \i hr w islird to ])ioti'(*l 
M i)-.ro\v ironi llu* heuaais and [►Tmulere)’"-, 
^^0,()()() lih n >>oul(l ha\a^ hi on lu'ct'ssan . Mos¬ 
cow is, at ]a\'scnt, a trul\ unlicaltli^^ and iinpnn.* 
sink. A j)oj)iil!ilion of \?ij(),0()() uandcrina in 
tiu* iicia’ldiour'na wooils, il>ina‘ \\it!i Inma't'i- 
conic to iIh‘S(‘ ruins to s(‘ck what remains, and 
vcj^('tal>I(‘S in IIk' i^.niiciis to support life, Itap-* 
peared iiseU’ss to com])romis(‘ any thina' what- 
evi'r for an ohj(‘ct which was of no military iin- 
poitanciN and wliich has now become ol no po-^ 
lilical importance. All the maaa/iius which 
>v(‘re in the city hav'iiia he(*n candidly I'xainincd, 
and till' (.thcM's iMupiied, t]u‘ l^niperor caused fhe 
Kremlin to he mined. riie Duke of Triniso 
i'aiised it to he blown up at two o’clock A. M. 
on till*‘iJd : th(‘arsenal, l)arr<ieks, magazines— 
all were destroyed. This ancientcitad(*J, ’.vhich 
takes* its date from tlu‘ foundation of the mo¬ 
narchy,—tliis first palace of the Czars, has Ix'en 
<l< stroM‘d ! Idle Duki* of Treviso lias marched 
lor \ (‘naa d he JMn|)('ror of liussia’s Aitle-de- • 
< imp, B “ron Wiiizinaerofle, having, on the i2^id, 
atteni[)tefl to piajidrati' at ilu* lv\id of 600 C’os- 
.-aeks, wMs re[)uls('d and taki n prisoma’, \viih a 
^Voung Bussian othcer named Nariskm. On the 
Ipth, tin* lieatl-ifuartiTs \^ ere in the Castle ot 
Troitskoi: tlu'y rt'inaiiK'd thereon the L^Oth. On 
the !^lst they were atdanatien : tjie ^^i2d at Bo*- 
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iiiiiiskoi, ail the arniv liaviiia; made two llatik- 
ruurclics ; and tlu* ‘2.Jd at Jiorosk. 

if 

Idu* hdnjK'ror hm kons upon marching on tlu 

91th to {>ain th(‘ Du ina, aiul taking a position 

wliich will l)nni>’ him within oii>htv loamus ot 

I'ehM'shnrg- and VVdhia; a double advantage; 

that is to sa^, 90 nunehes iK'au'r his inc'ans and 
% 

his objec't. Ot K)0() stone house's, whudi were 
in Moscow, not more tli.m 900 remain. It has 
. lu't'u said a Ibnrth n'lnaiiud, IxM'anse' in that cal¬ 
culation SOO churches we're comprehe'iule'd, a 
part of which arc' e\en damaged. Of SOOO 
(louses of wa'od, nc'aily .)()() rc'main. It was prt/- 
posed to the'Mmperor to burn what re'inained ol 
the city, to treat the Russians in thedr owm w^a}, 
and to extend this measure rounel Moscow. 
'Fheie are 9000 villages, and as inaiiv coiinlrv- 
houses and chatt'aux. It was proposed td form 

I 

tour columns eif 9000 men each, and charge' them 
wdth burning every thing for tw'cntv leagues 

n ft w ft o 

round'Moscow.—I'hal will teach the Russians,, 
said they, to make war according to rule, and 
not like^ Tartars. If thc'v burn a village, or a 
house, we must make them answer for it, by 
burning a hundred. The Emperor refused to 
allow the'se measures, which would have aggra¬ 
vated the misfortunes of this population. Of 
9000 projirietors, w hose castles would have been 



biiriK'd, an lunulrrd perhaps would liave lu*eji 

scrtari(‘s of the Marat of Russia, l>ut*SOO() are 

brave iiu'u, .already^ too imu'h the victims of 

s(mie wreteh(‘S. d'o punish 100 guilty pt'rsons, 

S<)00 would haVo hemi ruined. We must atid. 

that it would absolutely have h‘ft without re- 

* 

sources 5200,000 poor boors, innocent of cv(*ry 
thing. riie fanperor therefore contented him-’ 
self with orderin»j! the destruction of the citadel 

Cr 

and military ('stablishiiient, according to the 
usages oi war, without doiiisr any thing to^runi 
individuals, already too unhapj)y by the c<jnse- 
<pu‘n<‘es of the war. 

'fhe inhabitants of Russia do not recoll(‘ct 
such a s(‘ason as we have had for the last ^0 
days. It is the sun and fine <lays of* a Journ<‘y 
from Fontainbleau. The army is in an extremely 
rich country ; it may b(‘ compared to tlie best in 
France or Germany. 


T W K N T, V - S E V E N X n B U L L E T1N. 

Verc^a, Oc^ 27, 1812. 

On the 27th, Prince Poriiatowski marched 
Upon Vereya. On the 23d, the fyiny was abou*t 



lo follow lliis nK)V('nHiit ; hiit, in tlio afternoon 
we ieariil that tin* eiU'iny liad (jiiittcd his (‘ii- 
trenched canij), anduason inairh'to llie litth 
town of Alahwaroshn it/. It was found nc'ces- 

I 

sary to inarch after him, and ohstruct his int(*n- 
tions. rh(‘ \ iccM'oy receiy(*d orders to niareh. 
Del/on’s di\ision arriyed on the Vdd, at six in 
the (Hi'ii.m;. on |Ik‘ left hank ; t(jok ))Oh.session 
ot tin* l)ridi>e, and eans(‘d it to In* ri*])airod. In 
tin* jiii;’ht ])etwe<‘n tin* 2‘jd and ^Itln the flns- 
.sian.division arri\ed in tin town, and took ^los- 
sessicn of tin* h(‘ii> hts on the rii^iit hank. whi('h 
arc* (*xtr(*nn*ly advanta^eons. On the 2 tth, at 
dav-lireak, tin* hatlleeommeiieed. Diiriiiir this 

■ o 

tinn*. tin* ein'iny^s army appeared (|nitt* entiri*, 
and took a position heliind the town. The divi¬ 
sions DeUoii, llroiissier, and Ihno, and the Ita¬ 
lian mnrd, W(*re siiecessivc'ly em^ai/i'd. ddiis 

eii'^aLiemeiit does tin* e:reat(‘st honour to tin* 
\ 

\ i(*(*ro\, and the ith (’orps of the army. Two- 
thirds of tin* enemy’s army were eiijrage'd to 
inaintarn his position ; hut this was in vain, for 
tin* town Vv te.ki'ii, as well as the heights. 'The 


enemy n'treatul so pr('ei[)ilatfdy, that he was 
ohli;-ed to liiri'W 20 piei’i's (^f cannon into the 
rivi'i*. Towards ni^lit, tin* Marshal Prince of 

I 

r.ejviiiuld dehoiiehed with his corps, and all the 
army was in order of battle, with its artillery, on 



l*nf‘ in llio w inch flu* cik in\ vi\ 

pil'd the night lietore. • • 

The Emperor iiio\i ‘0 his luMd-ipjavl( is (Im- 
21th to the oi‘(ilioiiKlina. \rN('\ 'u ji 

the luoininu, o(KH) ('osvieks, uliolud slipjad 
into tlk'uood, made a <4ei]eral lm//a m the e ii 
of Ins [losition. and loi'k six [ma'es of <‘,nhion, 
wliieh wen* j>aik(’d. I'lii'Duke of Islria s('l oil 
at a i^allop with all the horse-guards, d liis ho.de 
was sabred ; tile artdii'iy it h<id takmi W'as i {'o- 
vered, ami si'M'imI of Ins waggons wen* eajnmul 
()00 of thest' Cossacks were kilhd, 'xoiimkik oi 
. taki'ii ; JO nn n ol’lhi' guards w I'le w ounded, and 
J killi'd. rill CeiK'ial of Di\ision, (\)unt l{ai)|», 
had a horsi* killixl un(h‘i him. The intrepiditv 
of vvhieli tins gi'iii'ral has given so man\ proois, 
IS shown on every occasion. At tiu' commence- 
nu^nt of the charge, the Cossack oiiiceis eallnl 
the guards, w Inch tin y remembi'n'd, f Mu^cad!.)^ 
dc Fari.s.J Parisian fops, 'flu .Major-( iem iifl < i 
dragoons, Letor‘, disimgiiisii(d hiuisilf. \- 
eight (i’cloek, order w.is re-'i'stabhshed. 

V 

Till' Enijii'ror marched to Maloy aroslavil/, le- 
coiinoitred tlu* position of the ('iiein\,and or- 
fiered an attack lU'xt mofning ; i)ut in the nigijt 
the enemy retreah'd. Tlie Prirce of licknmlil 



follovvocl iinn tor six hours. The Kuiporor then 
let him ; and dirc'eted llio movement upon 
Wreya. (Jn tin* ii^hth, lu'ad-quartiTs wi're at 
Horosk, and on the 97th at Ver(‘ya. The Prince 
of h>kmuhl is to-ni^ht at Borosk ; the Duke of 
Elchins^en at Mojaisk. It is beaiitiiul weatln r 
—the roads are excellent; it is the end of au¬ 
tumn ; this weather will last tdi^ht days loni’er, 
and at that period we shall have arrived in our 
new position. 

In tlu‘ hatth' of Alalovaroslavitz, the Italian 
guard distinguished itsedf. It took the position 
and maintained it. (ieiieral Paron Dedzon, a 
distinguished officer, was killed with thn’c' halls. 
Our loss was 1,300 men killed or wound(‘d ; that 
of tlie enemy is 6 or 7000. We found on the 
field of battle 1700 Prussians, amongst wdiom 

^ 4 

wer(' 1 too recruits, dressed in grey jackeds, liav- 
ing hardly served tw o months. The old Rus¬ 
sian infantry is destroyed. The Russian army 

t/ t. 

would have no consistence but for the numerous 
reinforcements of Cossacks recently arrived from 
the Don. Well informed persoiis assure us, 
that in the Russian infantry the first rank only is 
composed of soldiers, and that the second and 
ihird ranks are filled with recruits and militia, 
and who, notwithstanding the promises made 



ttirin, an* in(‘or[)()ratetl. I'Ik* KuKsiaiis haci 
tlirec '’('lun'aN killc'd ; aiid GeiK'ral Pino 

\ j 

w as slightIv. woinuk'd. 


TWE^T V-KI c;irni CrU.LKTIN OE TJir I.IMND 

ARMY. 

Sino/niz/i\ Xov, II, IS! i>. 

• « 

riii‘ iinpi^rial hoad-({nart(;rs \v('iv, on tin* Jst 
ot‘ Novoiiibcr, al Viasina, and on tlu‘ ytli at 
.Sinoleiizk. The wcath(‘r was very fine up tD the 
()th, but on the 7th winter began. The ground 
IS covered with snow. The roads have })e-conie 
very slippery, and very ddficult Ibr carriage- 
horses. We hava' lost many men ])y cold and 
fiitigue ; night bivouackings are very injurious i(» 
them. Since the battle ol' MaloyaroshAutz, the. 
advanced-guard has se<*n no other enemy tliaii . 
the C’ossacks, u ho, like the Arabs, pour upcjn 
the fianks, and fly about to annoy. On the l>d, 
at two in theallemoon, l‘z,000 Russian intantry, 
covtM'ed by a cloud of Cossacks, intercepted the 
communication, a league’s distance from Tiasma, 
b('tw(‘en the LVmce of L'.ckmuhl and the 
roy. The Prince of Eckmuhl and the Viceroy 
marched upon thft column, ,drove it from* the 
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road, and overthrow it ni the wood ; took n 
Major-General with a i>oo(l inimln'r ot'prisoners, 
and carried ofi’ six piec(‘s of cannon : sinc(* that 
time we have not au^ain seen the Kussiaii in¬ 
fantry, but only Cossacks. Sincc^ the bad w('a- 
th(‘r, horn the 6th, w<‘ have lost more than :3()()() 
carriage horses, and nearly 100 of our caissons 
have been destroyed. 

General Witgenstein, liaxing b(‘en iH*inforced 
by the Kussian divisions iV.)in hieland, and by 
a great number of troops from ilie militia, at¬ 
tacked, on the ISth of Ocloh* r. Marshal (Jon- 
viou St. Cyr ; he was ref‘''l''ed by that Marshal 
and Gein'ral Wrede, wlio t( .a. more than :?000 
prisoners, and (‘oyerod il ■ fiehl (?! liattle with his 
dead. 

On the ?0th, Marsh..! tv am St. ('}V, liav- 
ing been inl6rm(‘d that Ma'shal the of 

Belluno, with the f)tii eorjjs, was aclvanemg to 
reinforce him, ropasstd th(‘ Dwina, and mar<‘lu‘<i 
to meet him. In order, on having elfected a iun<- 
tioii with him, to fight NVitgensteip, and ol)!i”e 
him to repass the Dwina. Marshal Gonvion St, • 
Cyr bestows the highest eulogiiiin upon his 
.♦troops. The Swisis division distinguished 
itself by its sang froid and bravery. C’o- 
lonel Gueheneue, of the 26th regiment of light 



iniantrv, was wrairKUd. Marshal St. (’vr n‘- 
• • 

a l)all ill tlio loot’; Marsjial tlu‘Duke'*ot' 
Ri'i^'^io has arrived to replace him, and has re¬ 
taken the <*ommand of the yd corps. The health 
of tlie luiijn ror has ne\t‘r lam better. 


rwLM ^ -M N rji nri.i i:i in. 

jMohnUtrhi}i()^ Dec, J, ISiy. 

To tin* dth of \o, enilaa* llu* u ('ather wasliui*, 
audihe inoveiiK’n <»| ihe aimv c'Xeciited vM*lh 
dn- UK'ate^t success. i’he cold weather l)e<j;an 
ni tin 7tli; from that e f'ment \\c' every mi>ht 
lost -.I'veod liundred noi > • ‘’onsiajin'iice oi 

'•j\ouar kima Xir/ve ’ el Smohm/k. vve h.id al- 
rt'nd\iost maiiv c.oah itui artiih‘r\ horses. The 

V 1 * * 

Kussian army, from \olh\ni<i, was opposed to 
oiirri:;hl: our rii>ht k'l’t the Minsk lim* of ope- 
ilioiis, ami tc'ok loi the pivait of its op.erations 
! W arsaw line. On ihepth, the Kmperor was 
jdornied, at Siyiileii/.k, of this chans’e in the 
Ikk of operations, and conceived what the 
.em my would do. However hard it appeared to 
him to put himself in movertient during so cruel 
e. ><',i>,on, the new slate of things demanded it. 
' f xjiectcd to arrivt>at Minsk, ^r at least upo 4 i 
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the Berezina, before the enemy ; on the 13th, he 
\ ‘ 

quitted Smolenzk; on the l6th, he slept at, 
Krasnoy. The cold, which began on the 7th, 
suddenly increased; and on the 14th, 16th, and 
l6th, the thermometer was 16 and 18 degrees 
below the freezing point. The roads were co¬ 
vered with ice; the cavalry, artillery, and bag¬ 
gage horses, perished every night, not only by 
hundreds, but by thousands, particularly the 
German and French horses. In a few days, 
more than 30,000 horses })erishcd ; our cavalry 
were on foot; our artillery and our baggage 
were without conveyance. Jt was necessary to 
abandon and destroy a great part of our cannon, 
ammunition, and provisions. This army, so fine 
on the 6th, was verydiflerent on the 14tb,—al¬ 
most without cavalry, without artilh'ry, without 
transports. Without cavalry, we could not re- 

ir 

connoitre a quarter of a league’s distance ; with¬ 
out artillery* we could not risk a battle, and 
firmly await it: it was requisite to march, in or¬ 
der not to be constrained to a battle, which the 
want of ammunition prevented us from desiring ; 
it was requisite to occupy a certain space, not to 
be turned, and that too without cavalry, which 
led and connected the columns. This difficulty, 
joined to a cold which suddenly came on, ren¬ 
dered our situation miserable. Those men, 
whom nature had not sufficiently steeled to be 



'above all tlio cliaiices of fate and fortune, ap- 
^)e'ared slipok, lost tlndr'oaiety, their "ood hu¬ 
mour, and dVeamed but of misfortunes and 
catastrophi^s; those whom she has created 
superior to t'very thinu;, pn'St'rved tlu ir ,i»aiety, 
and tlicir ordinary manners, and saw fresh j^Iory 
in the different difficulties to be surmounted. 

The enemy, who saw upon the roads traces of 
that frightful calamity which had overtaken the 
French army, endeavoured to tak(‘ adxanlaj^' of. 
it. fie surrounded all the columns with Ins 
Cossacks, who carrii'd oil', like the Arabs of the 
de'sert, the trains and carriages which separated. 
This contemptible cavalry, which only make 
noise, and are not capable of penetrating through 
a company of voltigeurs, rendered themselves 
formidable by favour of circumstances. Never- 
theless, the enemy had to r(*pent of all the serious 
attempts which he wished to undertake: they 
were' overthrown by the \ iceroy, before w hom 
they were ])laced, and lost many men. • 

The Duke of Flchingen, with dOOO men, had 
blown up the ramparts of Smolcnzk: he was 
surrounded, and found himself in a critical pe¬ 
tition, but he extricated himself from it with 
that intrepidity by which he is distinguished. 
After having kept the* enemy at a distance from 



imn duriiii*' thu whoJp of the l^^th, and coU' 
staiitly repulsed him, at night he made a move¬ 
ment on the right, passed the' Bwisthencs, and 
(I(‘ceiv{‘d all the (“aleiilations of th(‘ enemy. On 
the 19 th, tlu‘ army passed the lioristhenes at 
Orclia; and the llussiaii army being fatigued, 
and having lost a great number of men, reased 
from its attem])ts. The army of Volhynia had 
inclined, on the l6th, upon Minsk, and marched 
upon Borrisoff, (Jencral Dombrowski defended 
. the.bridge-iiead of Borrisolfw itli 3000 me n. On 
the S^d he was forced, and. ebiiged to (wacuate 
this position. The enemy then passed the 
Bere/ina, marching upon Bobr; the division 
Lambert formed the advanced-guard. The se¬ 
cond corps, commanded by the Duke of Reggio, 
which was at Tachorein, had n'ceived ord(*rs to 
march upon Borrisoff, to secure to the army 
the passage of the BcTezina. On the 24ch, the 
Duke of Regurio m(‘t the division Lambert, four 
leagiu's from Borrisoff, attacked and defeated it, 
took prisoiKM’s, six pieces of cannon, .500 

baggage waggons of the army of V^olhynia, and 
threw the enemy 011 the right bank of the Bere¬ 
zina. General Berkeim, with the 4th cuirassiers, 
distinguished himself by a fine charge. The 
enem}'^ could only secure his safety by burning 
the bridge, which is more than 300 toises in 
‘length. Nevertheless, the enemy occupied all 
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the passapjes of the Berezina: this river is forty 


loises wide, and had iftiieh 
hut its Bank^ arc' covered 


floating ioe on •it, 
with marshes :3()0 


toisc^s long-, which present great obstacles in 


clearing it. Thb (‘iicniy’s General had’placc'd 
his four divisions at the difl’erent debouches, 


where he presumed the' Fn'iich army would at¬ 
tempt to pass. On the 2(ith, at break of day,, 
the Fmperor. aft(*r having deeeivc'd the enemy 
by (liflerent movements made during the dav 
of the ^^.Uh, maiciied upon the village of Stud- 
zeana, and caused, in spite of an en('my's*divi- 
sion, and in its presence, two brigades to b(‘ 
tjirown over the river. The Duke of Reggio 
passed, attacked the enemy, and led him, 
fighting, two hours. The enemy retired upon 
the tete-du-pontof JiorrisoflT. General lA^grand, 
an officer of the first-rate merit, was badly, but 
not dangerously, wounded. During the whole 
of the ^^6th and ‘27th, the army passed. • 


The Duke of Belluno, commanding thci 9th 

* • 

corps, had received orders to follow' the move¬ 
ment of the Dyike of Reggio, to form the rear¬ 
guard, and keep in check the Russian arniy 
from the Dwina, wdiieh followed him. Par- 
lonneaux’s division formed the rear-guard of^ 
this corps. 
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On the 27th, at noon, the Duke of Belluno 

I 

arnved with two divisions at the bridge of Stud- 
zeana. Partoniieaux^s division se^t ouft at night 
from Borrisoff. A brigade of this division, which 
formed the rear-guard, and which was charged 
with burning the bridge, inarched at seven in 
the evening, and arrived between ten and eleven 
o’clock; it sought its first brigade and its General, 
who had departed two hours before, and which 
it had not met wdth in its route. Its researches 
Were in vain; some uneasiness was then con- 
‘Ceiv€;d. All we have since been able to learn is, 
that the first brigade set out at five o’clock, 
missed its w^ay at six, went to the right in place 
of proceeding to the left, and marched two or 
three leagues in this direction; that, during the 
night, and benumbed with cold, it rallied at 
seeing the enemy’s fires, which it mistook for 
those of the French armv. Thus surromidcd, 
it was taken. This cruel mistake must have 
caused us a loss of 2000 infantry, :300 cavalry, 
and three pieces of artillery. Reports state, that 
the General of Division w^as pot with his column, 
and had marched alone. 

M 

r 

All the army having passed, on the morning 
of the 28th the Duke of Belluno guarded the- 
t^te-du-pont upon the left bank ; the Duke of 
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lleg^io, and behind him ail the army, was upon 
the rig'llt bank. Borrisoff having been evacuated, 
* the arniibs of the Dwina and Volhynia commu¬ 
nicated; they planned an attack on the 28th, at 
break of day. •The Duke of Reggio caused the 
Emperor to be informed that he was attacked. 
Half an hour afterwards, the Duke of Belluno 
was on the left bank. The Duke of Elchingen, 
immediately followed the Duke of Reggio, and 
the J)iike of Treviso the Duke of Elchingen. 
The battle became warm. The enemy wishing 
to turn our right, (joneral Doumere, commanef- 
ing the .5th division of cuirassiers, which made 
part of the 2d corps that remained on .the 
Dwina, ordered a charge of cavalry, by the 4th 
and oth regiments of cuirassiers, at the moment 
when the legion of the Vistula was engaged in 
the woods, to pierce the centre of the enemy. 
The*enemy was defeated and put to the rout, 
together with his cavalry, which came* to the 
assistance of his infantry. Six thousand priso¬ 
ners, two standards, and six pieces of cannon 
fell into our hands. On his side, the Duke of 
Belluno vigorously charged the enemy, defeated 
.him, took from five to six hundred prisoners, 
and did not suffer him to advance within reach 
' of the cannon of the bridge. General Fourniei^ 
made a fine charge of cavalry. In the battle of 
the Berezina, the .army of Volhynia suffered 




much. The Duke of Reggio was wounded, hut 
hiis wound is not dangerous. Pie received a ball 
in his side. 

0 

The next day (the 29th) we remained on the 
fi 'Id of battle. We had to make our choice be¬ 
tween two routes—that to Minzk, and that to 
. Wilna. The road to Miiizk through the 
middle of a forest, and of iincnllivated marshes, 
where it was im[)Ossibl(‘ for the army to subsist 
its(*lf. On the* olb(‘r hand, the roarl to Wilria 
led tlirougli a very fiin' eoiintr^. d'he arm\ 
being without c*atalry, d(*lieient in aininunition, 
and horribly fatigued b} fifty days* raarcdi, car¬ 
rying in its train all the sick and wounded ot'so 
many battles, stood greatly in nei'd of getting to 
its thagazines. 

On the JOth, the head-quart(*rs wen* at Ph'teh- 
inichou ; on the Ist of December at Slaike; and 
on the 3d, atOdolodetchino, where the army le- 
ceived the first convoys from Wilna, All the 

I 

wounded officers and soldiers, and whatever else 
could be of embarrassment, with the baggage, 
&c. were sent off to Wilna. 

To say that the army stands in need of rc-es-' 
tablishing its dieiplinc, of refreshing itself, of 
remounting its cavalry, completing its artillery, 
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and its ^ata|rjyi}S|r-^t^is fe t|t^ re^lt of ^ the 
expose which has jutt been tnade. .itajrepose 
is of tfi^ first necessity. The nn^bUriel find tfie 
horses are coining in; Genemr Boureior has 
already more .th^n 20,000 remount hQCdes in 
different dep6ts. * 

t <■ 

The artillery has already repai|re<l its losses. 
The Generals, officers, ai^d soldieijs, have suffered 
greatly from want. Numbers have lost their 
baggage by the loss of their horses, and several 
by the effect of the CossackS^ ambushes^ • The 
Cossacks have taken numhetHk^f isolated persons, 
of geographical engineers, who < were taking/po¬ 
sitions, and of wounded officers, who were 
inarching without precaution, preferring running 
the risk, to marching slowly, and going^with 
the convoy. 

' f ‘t. 

a 

The reports pf the Qenml Officers, coin- 
manding the different corps, *iyill make koov^n 
what officers and soldiers, have cbieffy distin¬ 
guished tbemselvpfi, apd the^details^'pf these 
memorable events. 

* I ♦ 

In all these movements the Emperor has been 
continually marchitJgiP of his guards 

—the cavalry cp^mfinde^hy the l>uke pfjstria,* 
and the infantry c<^inan4ed by the p.uke of 

voL If. * a 
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Dantzic. His Majesty has been well satisfied 
with the fine spirit shown* by his guards. They 
have always been ready to show themselves 
wherever their presence was needful: but cir- 
cumstafices have always been such that their 
appearance alone was sufficient, and that they 
never were jn a situation which required them 
to charge. The Prince of Neufehateb the 
Grand Marshal, the Grand Equerry, and all the 
Aides-de-Camp and military officers of the 
household, have always accompanied his Majesty. 
Our cavalry was dismounted to such a degree, 
that it was necessShy to collect the officers, who 
had still a horse reniaining, in order to form 
four companies of 150 men each. 

The Generals there performed the functions 
of captains, and the colonels those of subalterns. 
This sacred squadroncommanded by Gejieral 
Grouchy, and under the orders of the King of 
Naples^ did igpt lose sight of the Emperor in all 
these movements. The health of his Majesty 
was never better. 


^ n Pam, Dec, 18 , 1819 . 

the 5 th of December, j:he Emperor^ having 
ciy|y.^tog€Lther at bis. head^quarters at Smor* 
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gonie, the Viceroy, tl\e Prince of NfufchjM:el> 
•and tlic f^arshals Duke's of Elchingen, Dantzic, 
Treviso, the *fMnce of Eckmuhl, the Duke of 
Istria, acquainted them, that he had noQiinated 
the K?ing of Naples his Lieutenaiit-Geneial, to 
command the army during the rigorous season. 
His Majesty, in passing through Wilna, was 
employed-several hours with the Duke of Bas- 
saiio. His Majesty travelled incognito^ in a 
single sledge, with and under the name of the 
Duke of Vicenza. He examined the fortifica-* 
tionsof Praga, surveyed Warsy', and remained 
there several hours unknown. Two hours before 
his departure he sent for Count Potocki, and 
the Minister of Finance of the Grand Duchy, 
with whom he had a long conference. His 
Majesty arrived on the 14 th, at one o’clock in 

4he morning, at Dresden, 

% 
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BY HER MAJESTY THE 
EMPRESS. 

April 1 $.—HIS Majesty the Emperor set out 
this morning, at one o’clock, for Met^, to take 
the cojjimand of the army. 

9 

April 20.—His Majesty the Emperor ai rived 
at Metz otf the midnight of the l6th of April, 
* 1813. 


FlRSl^ RULEBTIN. 



Her Majesty the’Empress-Queen^and Eegent, 
i received tiie following bulletin fiPOtti his 
^tje^ the Umpuror .w 
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• May€i(ice<i April Siti. 

The chrps^ of the Prince 6f Moskv^ '60,060 
stroqg,^ isr in advance of Erfurt. Its advanced^ 
guard,' eommaiAled by General Stouham, is at 
Veyma. Three hundred Prussian hussars have 
been overthrown by the 10th hussars; , we took 
do men and four officers from theid; one of them 
was an Aide-de-Camp of 'General Biucher. 
The enemy has no infantiy upon the left bank of 
the Elbe. The Duke of Ragusa is at Gbtha 
with the 6th corps, 10,000 ^stt’ong. t The 
Duke of Istria is with thevi^rial Guard at 
Eysenach, General Bertrand, with’‘the ^th 
corps of 60,000 men, is at Cobourg. The Vice¬ 
roy is in the same position, his left supported 
by the Elbe, at the mouth of the Saale, his centre 
at Bernburg, his right to the Hartz. Forces 
arrive from all sides, and the enemy will be forced 
to a speedy retreat. 


SECOND BULLISTim 

Situation of the French Armies* 

h Ir 

Parisy M<ty S. 

' Het Mlgesty the Empress^Qu^n, and Regeht, 
has’ i^eived* the fullow^*^'^ ii|tellige^f;0.^o|^,the 
situation of the'army ori the 
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The head-quarters of the Emperor wore, ou 
the 2^<th,‘ at Naumburg : the Prince of Moskva 
had passed the Saale: General Sou ham had 
overthrown an advanced-guard of 2000 men, 
who wished to dispute tlie passage of the river: 
the \\ hole corps of the Prince of Moskva was 
in order of battle l>eyond Naumburg: General 
Bertrand occupied Jena, and had liis corps 
ranged upon the I'anious field of battle of Jena. 


The Viceroy debouched by J lalle and iMarse- 
burg: the Duke of Jleggio, with the J2tb corps, 
had arrived at Saalfeidt; Gc'ueral Sebastiani 
marched on the2i th upon Vilzen ; he overthrew 
a corps ol'ad veil tun rs, commanded by tin* llus- 
sian (jcneral Tcliernichefi ; he dispersed liis 
infantry, he took part of his baggage and artillery, 
and pursued luni, dans Ics reins^ upon 

Luneberg. 


THIRD BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 4. 

Her Majesty the Empress-Queen, and Regent, 
has received the following news relative to the 
situation of the armies on the 3()th of April :— 

On the 29th his Majesty moved his head- 
qnartefs to Nau mburg ; the Prince of Moskva 
had inarched upon Weissenfels ; his advanced- 
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commanded by G(’ncral Souham, arrived 
near tl^at town at two o’clock iji tlie•afternoon. 
He found iiimself in presence of thc *U\issian 
General Lanskoy, coininanding a division ot 
6 or^7000 men, cavalry, infantry, and krtiller}^; 
General Souham had no cavalry, but without 
waiting for it he marched against the enemy, and 
drove him from his clilferent positions. The 
enemy unmasked twche ])ieces of cannon; 
General Souham placed a similar number in a 
battery. The cannonade became vcny lively, 
and caused destruction in the llussian rant'-, 

4 

JIL 

which were mounted and uncovered, whilst our 
pieces were supported by tirailleurs, plac(*d in 
ravines, and the village's. The Gcnr'ral of 
Brigade, Cheminau, distinguished himself. The 
enemy attempted several charges of cavalry: 
our infantry received him, formed in srpiare^. 
and by their fire covered tin' field of battle witii 
Russian corpses and horst s. The Rrince oL 
Moskva said, that he never had sc('n, at ’tin' 
same time, inori' enthusiasm and \Y\oiv^sa}ii>' frojd 
jn infantry. 

9 

We entered Weissenfels; but seeing that the 
enemy wished to keep near the town, the in¬ 
fantry marched against trim at the pas de charge, 
with cries of “ Long live the Knipcror.” The 
enemy’s division 4’etreatcd. ^ Our loss in killed 
and wounded was about 700 ifien? * 
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On the 97th, Count Lauriston marched upon 
Wettin, where the enemy had a bridge. 
General Maison erected a battery, which obliged 
the enemy to burn the bridge, and he seized 
the ttte^de-pont which the enemy had .con¬ 
structed. 

• On the 28 th, Count Lauriston advanced upon 
the Halle, whore a Kuj^siau corps occupied a 
iHe-de-'pont^ overthrew the enemy, and obliged 
him to evacuate the fetc-de-pont and destroy the 
bridge. A very brisk cannonade took place 
from the opposite banks. Our loss was sixty- 
seven men, that of the enemy was much more 
considerable. 

The VictToy ordered the Marshal Duke of 
Tarentum to march upon Marseburg. On the 
29th, at four in the afternoon, this Marshal' ar- 
^ rived before that town; he found 2000 Prus¬ 
sians, who wished to defend themselves there : 
these Prussians belonged to D'York’s corps, 
those even whom the Marshal commanded in 
chief, and w'ho had abandoned him upon the 
Niemen. The Marshal entered by main force, 
killed some men, and made 200 prisoners, among 
vyhom were a Major, and took possession of the 
town and bridge. 
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Count Bertrand bad, on the 29th, his head- 

• 'I • • 

tjiiartcrs ^t Dombiir^, upon the Saale, occupy 
ing with ohe o/ his divisions the bridge of Jena. 

The Duke of ftag usa had his liead-quarters at 
Koesen, upon the Saale; the Duke of lleggio 
had his head-quarters at Saalfeldt, upon the 
Saale. 

The battle of Weissenfels is remarkable ; be¬ 
cause it was a contest between infantry and 
cavalry, equal in number, upon an open plain, 
and the advantage remained with the infantry. 
YjDung battalions were seen behaving with Jis 
much sang froid and impetuosity as the oldest 
troops. 

So much for the opening of this campaign. 
The eaeiTiy has been driven from all that he oc¬ 
cupied upon the left bank of the Saale; we are 
masters of all the debouches of that river; the* 
junction between tlu‘ armies of the Elbe and the 
Mein has been effected, and the important 
towns of Nauinburg, Weissentels, and Marse- 
hurg, have been taken possession of by main 
.force. 
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rOURTH DULI-ETIN. 

Paris, Mat/ 4. 

Tlie fortress of Thorn has capitulated; the 
gorrisoii is to return into lliivaria; it was com¬ 
posed of 600 French, and 9700 Bavarians; of 
this number of ,‘3300 m<‘n, 1900 were in the hos¬ 
pitals. No preparations as \et have announced 
the commencement of the siege of Dantzic; the 
garrison was in exf*ellent condition, and master 
of the ground without. Modlin and Zamose 
were not seriously annoyed. At Stettin a brisk 
engagement had taken place: the enemy having 
endeavoured to introduce himself between Stet¬ 
tin and Dam, was driven into the marshes, and 
1,500 Prussians killed or taken. A letter re- 

r 

ceived from Glogau informs us, that that fortress 
on the 19th of April was in the best state. No¬ 
thing new had occurred at Custrin. Spandau 
was besieged: a powder magazine had been 
blown up: the enemy, wishing' to take advap- 
lage of this to give an assault, were repulsed, 
after having lost 1000 men killed or wounded. 
No prisoners were made, because vve were sepa¬ 
rated froip them by marshes. 
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The Russians have tlirowii som<' shells into 
Wittenburg, and burnt a part of the : 

they attempted an attack by main force, x\hioh 
did not vSiiceecd. I'hey lost in it from 6 to 600 
men. 

The following appears to be the position of 
the Russian army:—A corps of partisans, com-, 
manded by a man called Dorn})erg (who, in 
1809, was Captain of th^Xing of Westphalia’s 
Guards, and who basely behav('d), was at Ham¬ 
burg, and made excursions between the' Elbe? 
and the VTeser. General Sebastiani had set out 
tp cut him off from the El]>e. The two Prussian 
corps of Generals D’York and Rlucher appeared 
to occupy, the first the right bank of the liower 
Saale, tlie second the rigVit bank of the Upper 
Saale. The Russian Generals Wiiizingerode and 
Witgynstein occupied Leipzig. General Bar¬ 
clay de Tolly w^as upon the Vistula, observing 
Dantzic; General Sacken was before the Aus¬ 
trian corps in the direction of Cracow, upon the 
Pilica. The Empt'ror Alexander, with the Rus-* 
Sian guard, and General Kiitusofl', having some 
SO,000 men, appeart'd to be upon the Oder; 
they announced first, that they would be at 
Dresden on the 19th, afterwards on the 9()th of 
April; neither of which have been reali/ed. 
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The enemy appears to wish to maintain himself 
upon the Saale. The Saxons were in Torgau. 

i 

The following is the position of the French 
army: —The Viceroy had his head-quarters at 
Mansfeldt, the left leaning upon the left of the 
Saale, occupying Calbe and Bernburg, where 
the Duke of Belliuio is. General Lauriston, 
with the 6th corps, occupied Asleben, Sanders- 
leben, and Gerbalet. ^ The 31st division was 
upon Eisleben; the 36th and 36th were in rear, 
as a"reserve. The Piince of Moskva had hi.s 
corps in advance of Weimar. The Duke of 
Ragusa was at Gotha; the 4 th corps, com¬ 
manded by General Bertrand, was at Saalfeldt; 
the 12th corps, under the orders of the Duke of 
Reggio, arrived at Colberg. * 

The guard is at Erfurt, where the Emperor 
arrived at eleven o’clock in the evening of the 
2 Jth. On the 26th his'Majesty reviewed the 
guard, and inspected the fortification of the town 
and citadel. He designed to point out the 
places for establishing hospitals to contain 6000 
sick or wounded, having ordered that Erfurt 
should be the last line of evacuation. On the 
27th the Emperor reviewed Bonnet’s division, 
^j|^h forms part of the 6th corps, under the 
orders of the Dyke of Ragusa. 
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All the army appears,in motion ; already h§ive 
•all the parties which t!ie enemy had upon the 
left bank of the Saale fallen back. Three thou¬ 
sand cavalry had marched upon Norhausen, to 
penetrate into the Hartz, and another party ad¬ 
vanced upon lleiligenstadt, to menace Cassel: 
all these have precipitately retreated, leaving 
sick, vvoilnded, and stragglers, who have been 
made prisoners. From the heights of Ebersdorf 
to the mouth of the Saale, there are no longer 
any enemies upon the left bank. The jujnetion 
of the armies of the Elbe and the Mein look 
place on the 27th, between^ Naumburg and 
TMarseburg. 


FIFTH BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 7, 

Her Majesty the Empress and Queen has re¬ 
ceived the following intelligence respecting the 
situation of the army on the 1st of May:— ^ 

“ The Emperor had removed his head-quar¬ 
ters to Weissenfels, the Viceroy his to Marso- 
burg, General Mai son had entered Halle*; the 
Duke of Ragusa * had his •head-qu^ters* at 
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Naumburg, Count Bertrand was at Stolissoii, 
the Duke of Reggio Imd his head-quarters at. 
Jena. There was mu(*h rain o]> the ‘50th of 
April; on the 1st of May the weather was bet¬ 
ter. Three l)ridges had been thrown across the 
Saale at Weissenfels; campaign works had been 
commenced at Naumburg, and tliree bridges had 
'been thrown over the Saale. Fifteen grenadiers 
of the IJth line, between Jena and Saalfeldt, 
were siirroiindt‘(l by 95 Prussian hussars: the 
commandant, who was a Colonel, advanced, 
saying, ‘ Frenchmen, surrender!* The serjeant 
killed him. The other gremadiers formed in a 
picttoon, killed 7 Prussians, and the hussar^ 
went off faster than tlu'y <'ame. 

“ The different parts of th(' old guard v/ere 
collected at Weissenfels; the General of Divi¬ 
sion, Roguet, commands them. TIk^ ]im])eror 
visited‘all the advanced posts, notwithstanding 
the badness of the weather* If is Majesty en¬ 
joys excellent health. The first blow with the 
sabre which was given at the renewing of this 
campaign at Weimar, took of the ear of JM ajor- 
General Blucher’s son. ft was by a Mareschal 
des Logis, of the lOth hussars, that this blow ^ 
♦was given. The inhabitants of Weimar remark, 
that*the first sabre blow given in the campaign 
of *180(5 Saalfeldt, and wdiich killed Prince 
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Louis of Prussia, was giveji by a Mareschal dos 
Logis of the same regiment.’* , • 


SIXTH BULLETIN. 

Battles of JVeissenfeh and Liifzen. 

Her Majesty the Kmpress and Queen has re¬ 
ceived the following’ intelligence of the situation * 
of the army at nine in the morning of the ^2d of 
May:— 

“ On the 1st of May the Emperor mounted on 
horseback at nine in the morning, with the 
Prince of Moskva. OeneraJ Souliain’s division 
put itsidf in motion towards the fine plain wiiich 
commences upon the heights of Weisseml’^'ls, 
and extends to the Elbe. This division was. 
formed in four squares of four battalions each, 
each square o^ 500 toises from the other, ai.d 
having four pieces of cannon, Hehinvl the 
square was placeVl General Laboissier’s brigade 
of cavalry, under the orders of Count Valeny, 
who had just arrived. Girijrd and Marchant’s 
divisions came behind, en echelon, and formed in ’ 
the same manner as Souham’s division. Mar- 
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shal the Duke of Istria was on the right, with 
ajl the ^avalry of the guard. At eleven o’clock 
this disposition was ‘ made. The Prince of 
Moskva, in presence of a cloud of the enemy’s 
cavalry, which covered the plajn, put himself in 
motion upon the defile of Poserna. Ho seized 
upon several villages without giving a blow. 
The enemy occupied, upon the height of the de¬ 
file, one of the finest positions that can be seen ; 
he had six pieces of cannon, and presented* three 
lines of cavalry. The first square passed the de- 

c file at the pas de charge, amidst cries of ‘ Vive 
VEmpereur!* long continued throughout the 
line. It seized upon the height. The four 
squares of Sou ham’s division passed the defile. 
Two other divisions of cavalry then came to re¬ 
inforce the enemy, with twenty pieces of cannon. 
The cannonade became lively. The enemy every 
where gave ground. Souham’s division marched 
upon Lutzen; Girard’s took the direction of the 

r 

^ Pegau road. 

“ The Emperor, wishing to reinforce the bat¬ 
teries of this last division, sent 19 pieces of the 
guard, under the orders of his Aide-de-Camp, 
General Drouet, and this reinforcement per¬ 
formed prodigies. The ranks of the enemy’s 
cavalry were overthrown by grape-shot. At the 
same moment the Viceroy debouched from 



Marseblirg, with the 11 th corps, commancied by 
theDukeof Tarentum,*.and the 5 th, cobiinanded 
by Geiiifral ^Lauristou. (lencral Lauriston^s 
corps was on the left, upon the high road from 
Marscburg to Deipzig ; that of the I3ake of Ta- 
rentum, where the Viceroy was," on the right. 
The Viceroy, hearing the brisk cannonade which 
took place at Lutzen, made a movement to the 
right; and the Emperor, almost at the same mo¬ 
ment, at the village of Lutzen. Marchant’s di¬ 
vision, and, in succession, Brenier and Ricard’s 
divisions, passed the defile ; but the business 
was settled when they entered in line; 15,000 
c.avalry were therefore driven from these pJahis, 
by nearly the same number of infantry. It was 
General Winzingcrode . who commanded these 
three divisions, one of which was General Lans¬ 
koy's. The enemy displayed but one division of 
infantry. Become more prhdent the battle 
of Weissenfels, and astonished at the fine order 
and sang froid of our march, the enemy dared 
not approach any part of our infantry, and was, 
crushed by our grape-shot. Out loss amounted 
to 33 men killed, and 53 wounded, one a Chief 
of Battalion. The loss may be considered as ex- 
.tremely trifling, in comparison to that of the 
bnemy, who had 3 colonels,* 30 officers, and 40Q^ 
men killed or wounded, besides a great.number 
of horses; but by one of thosg fataliti^ with ^ 

VOL. II. A A 
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whirh the history of war is full, the firsr cannoii- 
hart which was fired on tliis day, struck ,the wrist^ 
of the Duke of Istria, jiiereed his gfoin and killed 
him instantly. He had advanced ,^6 paces from 
the tirailleurs, in order to reconnoitre the^plain. 

“ This Marshal, who has a just title to he 
named brave and just, was etjually recommerid- 
ahle for his military coup by his gn'at ex¬ 

perience in managing cavalry, as by his civil 
qualities and attachment to th<' Emperor. His 
death upon the field of honour is more worthy 
of envy ; it was so rapid that it must have becai 
without pain. There arc few losses which could 
have more sensibly affected the Emperor’s heart; 
the army and all France will partake of the grief 
his Majesty felt. The Duke of Istria. since the 
first Italian campaigns, that is, for sixteen years, 
had always, in different ranks, commanded the 
Emperor’s guards, which followed him in all his 
campaigns and battles. The sang froid, good¬ 
will, and intrepidity of the young soldiers asto¬ 
nished the veterans and all the officers. It is a 
proof of the saying, ‘ that to souls well horny vir¬ 
tue does not wait a number of years* Ilis Ma¬ 
jesty had, on the night between the 1st and 2d 
of May, his head-quarters at Lutzen ; the Vied- 
roy is at Markranstedt; the Prince of Moskva is 
gt Key a; and fhc Duke of Ragusa is at Poserna, 
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General Bertrand was at Stohssen ; the Duk^ of 
Reggio*i,n inarch upon iN^aumburg. At Dantzic, 
the garrison Mias obtained great advantages, ninJ 
made so successful a sortie, that it took prisoners 
a corps of JjOOO Russians. The garrison of Wit- 
tenburg also appears to have distinguished itself, 
and to have, in a sortie, caused considerable in* 
jury to the enemy.” 

A letter in cyphers, which has this moment 
arrived from the garrison of Glogau, is conrceive'd 
in these terms :— 

“ All goes on well; the Russians have made 
several attempts upon this place; they have al¬ 
ways been repulsed with much loss; three or 
four thousand men blockade us, sometimes Jess, 

sometimes more. The trendies have been 

% 

opened ; during two days the fire from ojir bat¬ 
teries forced them to abandon their project. 

(Signed) General Laplane. 

“ GlogaIf y April 13, 1812.” 

^ SEVENTH BULLETIN. 

Parisy Map 8. 

\ t 

Her Majesty the Empress and Queen Regent* 
has received news from the Emperor, from the 
field of battle, two leagues in advgnce ©J'fiutzcn, 
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the *id of May, at 10 o’clock in the evening, at 
the moment when the Emperor had thrown liim- 
self upon -a bed to take some hours ^leep. 

I 

_ V 

“ The Em[)eror informs her Majesty, thTat he 
has gained the most complete victory over the 
Russian and Prussian army, coinmandod by the 
Empero'r AleXander and King of Prussia in per¬ 
son ; that in this battle more than 140,000 can¬ 
non-balls had been fired, that the troops covered 
themselves with glory in it*; and, that notwith¬ 
standing the immense inferiority of cavalry 
wh.»ch the French army had^ that good will and 
courage inherent in Freiichnien, supplied every 
thing. The enemy was briskly ^pursued. No 
Marshal, no person composing the household of 
the Emperor, was killed or w^ounded. 

EIGHTH BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 9. 

The Empress Queen and Regent has received 
the following intelligence from the army, dated 
the 3 d of May, 9 o’clock in the Evening :— 

The Emperor 2lX the break of day of the 3d. 
traversed the field of battle. At 10 o’clock he 
put hiniself in motion to follow the enemy. His 
head-efuartfrs were on the ^d, in the evening, at 
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Pesau. TheViwrov had his at Wichstaiiden, 
halt' way between Pegau and lloriTa, 03iint 
Lauriston, whose corps had taken no part in the 
battle, set out from Leipzig, to inarch upon 
Zwenkau, where lie had arrived. The Duke of 
Ragusa had passed the Elster, at the village of 
Leitz-Kowitz, and Count Rertrand had passed 
it at the village of Gredel, The Prince of IMoskva 
was in a position upon the field of battle. The 
Duke of Reggio, frdm Naumburg, was marching 
uj)on Zeitz. The Emperor of Russia and King 
of Prussia passed through Pegau, in the bight*of 
the 2d, and arrived in the village of Loberstadt, 
at eleven o’clock at night. They reposed there 
four hours, and set out on the 3 d, at three o’clock 
in the morning, in fhc direction of Borna, 

“ The enemy has not recovci’cd from his as¬ 
tonishment, at finding himself beaten on so large 
a plain, by an army so greatly inferior in*cavalry. 
Several colonels and superior officers, taken pri¬ 
soners, assure us, that at the enemy’s head-quaj- 
ters, they had not leanujd of the Emperor’s pre¬ 
sence at the aj-my; till the battle had commenced 
they believed the Emperor to be at Erfurt.—As 
always happens in similar circumstances, the 
i^rnssiaris accuse the Russians of not having 
fought well. The greatest confusion prevails in 
tlicir H'trcat. Sevt*ral of those* pretendgp vokin- 
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leers which were raised in Prussia, have been 
made pris®iiers; they cause pity. All declare 
that they were enrolled by force, and on‘pain of 
seeing their property and families confiscated. 
The country peopl( say that a Prince of Hesse 
Homburg was killed ; ‘several ilussian* and 
Prussian generals have b tai killed or wounded. 
T]ie Prince of Mecklenburg Sti«‘lit/ is also re¬ 
ported to be killed; but this intelligence is yet 
but the reports of the country. The joy oi tln se 
countries at being dcliven'd from the Cossacks 
is ‘ indescribable. TIk inhabitants speak with 
contempt of ail the proclamations and aKiaupts 
whi^h have been made to tempt them to iiisur- 
reclion. The Russian and Prussian army was 
composed of tlie corps of the Prussian (ienerals 
D'York, Rlneher, and Bulovv. and of the 

Russian Generals Witgenstein, \\ inzingerode, 
Miloradoviteh, and Toimozofi'. I'he Rn^siaii 
and Prussian guards weio likewise there. The 
Emperor of Russia, tlie King of Prussia, tin* 
Prince Royal of Prussja, and all th(' Princt s o1 
the Royal house of J^russia wmv in tin* batth 
The combined Russian and Prussian aimy is 
estimated at from loO to 200.000 nun. All llie 
Russian cuirassiers were there, and havesnfieu il 
greatly. 



NINTH BULLEriN. 


Paris, Mai/ f. 

Her Majesty the KiU|>ress Queen anil iiegeut 
has received the follow i inlelli^eiice of the 
situation of tlie armu's, ou the vth ol' .Mri\, in the 
evenin!»':— 

O 


“ 'Idle hhiiperor’s liead-qnarters were, on thr; 
ev^ening of the 4tli, at Borna. Those ui the 
Viceroy at (^olditz. Those of General Count 
Bertrand at Krohhe.rii’. Those* of General C'ount 
Laiiriston at Alalhus. Tliose of tlie Pniiee df 
Aloskva at Leipzig*; and those of the Duke of 


JFlei>‘}:>io at Zeitz. The eiK‘iny is retiring’on Dres¬ 
den, in the gr(*atest disorder, and by every road. 
All the villages in the road of the army are found 
full of Kussian and Prussian wounded. The 
Major-G(.*neral Prince of Nt'ufcliatel has given 
orders for the interment of the Prince of Meck¬ 
lenburg Strelitz, on the morning ol' tlui^tth, at 
Pegaii, and with all the honours <iue to his rank. 
*ln the bailie of I lie “id. (hmeral Dumoutiei, who 


eommai'ds the division of the young guards, has 
suslaiucd the repiitaiion which he had already 
^ac<]uired in the preceding campaigns. He be¬ 
stows high praise on his division. General of 
D iv ision, Brenicrr, was wounded. The Generals 
of Brigade, C hem mean and GriUpt, were 
wounded, and have,suffered aijtputation. a 
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calculation of the number of cannon-shot fired 
in the battle, it is found t6 be less considerable 
than was at first believed ; only 39,500 Cannon- 
shot were fired. At the battle of Moskva there 
were fired upwards of 60 , 000 .** 


TENTH BULLETIN. 

Details of the General Battle, 

A 

Paris, May 8. 

Her Majesty the Empress-Queen and Regent 
has received the following intelligence from the 
array:— 

“ The battles of Weissenfels and Lutzen were 
but the prelude of events of the highest impor¬ 
tance. The Emperor Alexander and the King 
of Prussia, who had arrived at Dresden, ‘with 
their forces, the latter end of April, learning 
that the French army had debouched from the 
Thuringia, adopted the plan of giving battle on 
the plains of Lutzen, and put themselves in mo¬ 
tion to occupy the position, but they were anti¬ 
cipated by the rapidity of the movements of the ’ 
French army; they, however, persisted in their 
projects, and resolved to attack the army, to drive 
it from the positions it had taken. The position 
of 'the Freoch artny was on ^ the !^d of May, at 
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at nine in the morning, as follows:—The left of 
the aririy leaned upon the Elster; it was form6d 
by the V^iceroy, haying under his orders the 5th 
and 11th corps. The centre was commanded by 
the l^rincc of Moskva, in the village of* Kira. 
Tlio Emperor, with the young and old guard, 
was at Lutzen. The Duke of Ragusa was at the 
defile of Poserna, and formed his right with the 
three divisions. General J 3 ertrand, command- 
ing the 4th corps, marched to proceed to this 
defile. The enemy debouched and passed the 
Elster, at the bridges of Zwenkau, Pegaif, and 
Zeitz. The Emperor, hoping to anticipate him 
in his movement, and thinking that he coijld 
not attack till the 5 th, advanced. General 
Lauriston, whose corps formed the extreme of 
the left, niarched upon Leipzig, in order to dis¬ 
concert the enemy's project, and place the 
French army for the day of the 3 d, quite diffe¬ 
rent from that upon which the enemy had calcu¬ 
lated to find it, and in which it was, in reality, 
on theSd; and by this means carry confusion 
and disorder into their columns. 

* 

* “ At nine in the morning his Majesty having 

heard a cannonade frorh the side of Leipzig, pro¬ 
ceeded there at full gallop. ’The enemy defended 
the small village of Lesteiiau, and the bridges 
in advance of Leipzfg. His Majesty only, waited 
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the moment when these last positions should be 
carried to put in motion all bis army in that 
direction, make it pivot on Leipzig, piiss to the 
right bank of the Elster, and take the enemy 
d re vers,; but, at ten o’clock, the enemy’s army 
debouched towards Kira, upon several columns 
extremely deep; the horizon was obscured by 
them. The enemy presmted forces which ap¬ 
peared immense. The Emperor immediately 
made his dispositions. The Viceroy received 
orders to march upon the left of the l^rince of 
jVIoskya; but three hours were necessary to ex¬ 
ecute this movement. The Prince of Moskva 
placed his men underarms, and with five divi¬ 
sions supported the battle, which, at the end of 
half an hour, became terrible. 

“ His Majesty himself marched at the head 
of the last guard, behind the centre of the army, 
supporting the right of the Prince of Moskva. 
The Duke of llagusa, with his three divisions, 
occupied the extreme right. General Bertrand* 
had orders to debouch upon the enemy’s rear, 
at the moment in which the line should be most 
strongly engaged. Fortune was plfeased to crown 
wdth the most brilliant success all these disposi¬ 
tions. The enemy, wdio appeared certain of the - 
success of his enterprise, marched to reach our 
right, and gain the road of Weissenfels. Gen<‘- 




ral Compans, General of Battle of the first Merit, 
at the head of the first division of the I)uke ©f 
llagiisa, stopped him (juite sliort. The marine 
regiments snp|iortcd several charges with sanfr 
froidf and covered the field of battle witji the 
best of the enemy’s cavalry. But the great ef¬ 
forts of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, were di¬ 
rected against the centre. Four of Prince 
Moskva’s ‘five divisions were already engaged. 
The village of Keya was taken and retaken se¬ 
veral times. This village remained in the ene¬ 
my’s power. Count de Lobau directed General. 
Hi card to retake the village—it was retaken. 

* 0 

“ The battle embraced a line of two leagues, 

covered with fire, smoke, and clouds of dust. 
The Prince of Moskva, General Souham, and 
General Girard, were every where making head 
against every thing; the latter was wounded 
with several balls. General Girard wished to 

remain on the field of battle; he declared he 

• 

wished to die commanding and directing his 
troops, as the moment had arrived for all French- • 
men, who possessed any heart, to conquer or 
perish. HoweVer, we began to perceive from 
afar the dust and first fire of General Bertrand’s 
corps; at the same moment the Vicerr ' ' d 
in line upon the left, and the Duke 
attacked the enemy’s reserve, and. 
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village, upon which the enemy rested his right. 
A*t this»moment the enemy redoubled his efforts 

f 

upon the centre; the village of Keya was again 
taken, our centre gave way, (JlAhet) some bat¬ 
talions fled, (se dehanderentj but these valorous 
youths at the sight of the Emperor, ralffcd, ex¬ 
claiming, “ Vive VEmpereur His Majesty 

judged that the critical moment which decides 
the gaining or losing of battles had arrived: 
there was no longer a moment to be lost. The 
Emperor ordered the Duke of Treviso to march 
-with. 16 battalions of the young Guard to the 
village of Keya, overthrow the enemy, retake 
the village, and overcome every thing he met 
with there. At the same moment his Majesty 
ordered his Aide-de-Camp, General Droiiet, an 
Artillery Officer of the greatest distinction, to 
forrp a battery of 80 pieces, and place it in ad¬ 
vance of the old Guard, which was formed in 
echelons, as four redoubts to support the centre, 
all our cavalry ranged in battle behind. Generals 
Dulauley, Drouot, and Devaux, set out at fuil 
gallop with their 80 pieces of artillery in the same 
group. The fire became dreadful. The enemy 
gave way on all sides. The Duke of Treviso 
obtained possession of the village of Keya, over- 
The enemy, ?\nd continued to advance, 
Success of his charge. The enemy’s cavalry, in- 
right, and gairnjjjgj.y^ ^j[ ret,reated.^ 
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“ General Bonnet, commanding one of the 
ljuke of Ragiisa’s divisi(lns, received orders fo 
make a movement upon Keyaby his left, to sup¬ 
port the success of the centre’; He sustained 
several ^charges of cavalry with the enemy; 
nevertheless General Count Bertrand advanced 
and entered the line. It was in vain that the 
enemy’s cavalry capered about the squares, his 
march was not relaxed by it. To rejoin him 
the sooner, the Emperor ordered a change of 
direction, by pivoting on Keyu. The whole of 
the right made a change in front, the righfwing* 
foremost. The enemy then fled, and w<' pur¬ 
sued him for a league and a Iv^^Jf. We soon ar¬ 
rived at the heights which had been occupied 
by the Emperor Alexander, the King of Prussia, 
and the Brandenburg family during the battle. 
An officer who was taken prisoner there in¬ 
formed us of this circumstance. Wo have made 
several thousand prisoners. The nurnbei; could 

not be more considerable, consideriim' the in«- 

# 

feriority of our cavalry, and the desire which 
the Emperor had shewn of sparing it. At the 
commencement of the battle the Emperor said 
4:o the troops—‘ It is a battle like those in 
Egypt; a good infantry, supported by artillery, 
should be sufficient for it.’* 

“ General Gourd, chief oft the Prjnce.of 
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Moskva's staff, was killed; a death worthy of 
so good''a soldier! OiiV loss amounts,to 10,000 
men killed and wounded; that of the enemy 
may he estimated at 2.5 or JO,000 men. The 
Royal Prussian Guards are destroyed. The 
Emperor of Russia's Guards have suffered con¬ 
siderably, and the two divisions of ten regiments 
of Russian cuirassiers are destroyed. His Ma¬ 
jesty cannot pay a sufficient eulogium to the 
good will, courage, and intrepidity of the army. 
Our young soldiers took no danger into con¬ 
sideration. They have in this great instance 
shown all the nobleness of the French blood. 
The Chief of the Staff in his relations mentions 
the fine actions which have shed a lustre on this 
brilliant day, which, like a clap of thunder, has 
pulverised the chimerical hopes and all the cal¬ 
culations for the destruction and dismember¬ 
ment of the empire. The cloudy train col¬ 
lected by the Cabinet of St. James's during a 
whole winter, is in an instant destroyed, like the 
Gordion knot by the sword of Alexander. The 
Prince of Hesse Homburg was killed; the 
prisoners say that the young Prince Royal of 
Prussia is wounded, and the Prince of Mecklen¬ 
burg Strelitz killed. 

“ The infantry of the Old Guards, only six 
battalions t>f which have arrived, by their pre¬ 
sence kept up the affair v/ith that sang froid 
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with which they are characterised—they did not 

4 / 4 / ^ 

,firc a inijsket. Half thV army was not engaged: 
for the four divisions of General Lauriston’s 
corps have done nothing but occupy Leipzig— 
the three divisions of the Duke of Reggio were 
still two .days march from the field of battle— 
Count Bertrand did not charge but with one of 
his divisions, and so lightly that it did not lose* 
SO men; his 2d and 3d divisions did not charge 
at all.—The 2d division of the young Guards, 
commanded by General Barrois, were still five 
days march off; it was the same Avith h*alf the 
old Guards, commanded by General Decowc, 
who was then only at Erfurt. The Duke, of 
Belluno’s corps was also three days march 
from the field of battle. General Sebastiani’s 
corps of cavalry, with the three divisions of the 
l^rince of Eckmuhl, was on the banks of the 
Elbe.. The Allied Army, 130 or 200,000 men 
strong, commanded by the two Sovereigns, with 
a great number of the Princes of the House ©f 
Prussia, has thus been defeated and put to the 
rout by less than half of the French army. The 
field of battle presented the most affecting spec- 
,tacle. The young soldiers, on seeing the Em¬ 
peror, forgot their sufferings, and exclaimed, 
Five VEmpereur!' —‘ It us now twenty years 
(said the Emperor) that I have commanded the 
French armies, but 1 have nevei; yet witnessecl so 
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mucli bravery and devotion!* JJurope would 

at length be at peace the sovereigns and tin? 

ministers who direct their cabinets could have 
• / 

been present on the field of battle. They 
\i^ould give up all hopes of causing the star of 
France to set, and perceive that those counsel¬ 
lors who wish to dismember the French Empire, 
and humble the Emperor, are preparing the ruin 
of their Sovereign.’ 


ELEVENTH BULLETIN. 

Situation of the Annies on the 5lh of May. 

l y 

Paris^ May 10. 

* Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the following intelligence of the 
situation of the armies on the evening of 
the 5th:— 

• “ The Emperor’s head-quarters were at Col- 

» 

ditz; the Viceroy’s at Horta; the Duke of Ra- 
gusa’s behind Colditz: General Lauriston’s at 
Wurtzenof; the Prince of Moskva’s at Leipzig ; 

. the Duke of Reggio’s at Altenburg; and Gene- 
ral Bertrand’s at Rochlitz. The Viceroy arr 
rived before Colditz on the 5th, at nine in the 
morningv The bridge was cut, and some co¬ 
lumns of infantry and cavalry, with artillery, 
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opposed our passage. The Viceroy, with liis 
division, marched towards a ford, which is on 
, the left, passed the riv^er, and gained the village 
of Komeslian, where he caused a battery of 20 

pieces of artillery to be placed; the enemy then 

® * 

evaci^ated the town of Coiditz in the greatest 
disorder, and in defiling were exposed to the 
fire of 20 pieces of our artillery. The Viceroy 
pursued .the enemy with vigour; it was the re¬ 
mainder of the Prussian army, about 20 or 
2v0,000 men strong, which took their direction 

partly to Leissnig and partly to GersdorfF, 
* . . * * 
Having arrived at Gersdorff, the Russian troops 

passed across a reserve which occupied this 
position: it was the Russian corps of JMilorildo- 
vitch, composed of two divisions, amounting 
to nearly 8000 men, under arms. The Russian 
regiments consist of only two battalions, of 
four companies each, and the companies not 
of m6re than 150 men, but have at present not 
more than 100 men each under arms, which does 
.not amount to more than 7 or 800 men per re¬ 
giment. The two divisions of Miloradovitch 
had arrived at the moment the battle was 
finished, and oould not take any part in it. 

# 

“ Immediately on the 36th division havino- 
* . ■ * ^ 
rejoined the 35th, the Viceroy gave orders td 

the Duke of Tarentum to form the two 'divisions 


VOL TI. 
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in tnree columns, and drive the enemy from his 
positions. The attack was brisk; our brave 
fellows pr6cipitated themselves on the Russians, 
penetrated, and drove them towards Hdrta, In 
this engagement we had 5 or 600 wounded, and 
took 1000 prisoners. The enemy lost 5000 
men on this day. General Bertrand being ar¬ 
rived at Rochlitz, took there several convoys of 
sick and wounded, some baggage, ai^d made 
some prisoners; upwards of 1200 carriages with 
wounded had passed by this route. The King 
of Prussia and the Emperor Alexander had slept 
at Rochlitz.—An adjutant sub-officer of th% 
17th provisional, who had been made prisoner 
in the battle of the 2cl, effected his escape, and 
gave information that the enemy had sustained 
great losses, and was retiring in the utmost dis¬ 
order: that during the battle the Russians and 
Prussians kept their columns in reserve, which 
was the cause why we could not take any of 
them—that they have taken 102 prisoners from 
us, among whom are 4 officers—that these pri¬ 
soners were conducted to the rear, under the 
guard of the detachment which had charge of 
the colours—that the Prussians . treated their 
prisoners very ill—that two prisoners, not being 
able to walk through extreme fatigue, they ran 
them through the body with their swords—that 
the astonishm.int of the Russians and Prussians 
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at having found such a numerous army, an^ so 
well disciplined and supplied with every thing, 
was oxtfeme—that there existed a misunder¬ 
standing between them, and that they mutually 
accused each other as being the cause of their 
losses. General Count Lauriston has put him¬ 
self ill march from VFurtzen, on the high road 
to Dresden. 

The Prince of Moskva has ^marched to¬ 
wards the Elbe, to raise the blockade of General 

0 

'm^ielman, who commands at Torgau, take his 
position at that point, and raise the blockade of 
Wittenburg. It appears that this latter plkce 
has made a fine defence, and repulsed several 
attacks, which have cost the enemy very dear. 
The Prussians state, that the Emperor Alexan¬ 
der, finding the battle lost, rode through the 
Russian line, to animate the soldiers, by ex- 
clainaing, ‘ Courage! God is with usT * They 
add, that the Prussian General . Blucher is 
wounded, and that there were five other Prus-. 
Sian Generals of Division -or Brigade either 
killed or wounded.’’ 


. PariSiMay IK . ^ 

Letter from the Emperor to the Duchess of 
Istria:— 
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“ My Cousin, your husband has died in the 
field of honour. Your loss, and that of your 
children, is certainly great, but min.e is still 
greater. The Duke of Istria dieel the noblest 
of deaths, and without suffering. He has left a 
reputation without blemish; the fairest in¬ 
heritance he could bequeath to his children. 
They have acquired my protection, and they 
will also inherit the affection which I bore to 
their father. Find in all these considerations 
motives of consolation to alleviate vonr sorrow, 
and never doubt of my sentiments of regard to¬ 
wards you: this letU^r having nb other end thafi 
to assure you of it, I pray God to have you, my 
Cousin, in his holy and worthy keeping.’* 

From my Imperial Camp at Colditz, May 6. 


TWELFTH BULLETIN. 

PariSf May'l3. 

^ Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the following intelligence respect-- 
ing the situation of the armies in the evening 
of the 6th:— 

The head-quarters of the Emperor and King 
were at Waldheim, those of the Viceroy at 
Ertzdorff, those of General Lauriston at Os- 

chartz, those of the Prince of Moskva between 

' # 
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Leipzig and Torgau, those of Count Bertrar^d at 
‘ Metteweyda, and thos’e of the Duke of Reggio 
at Peneg. 

The enemy had burned at Waldheim a very 
fine bridge of one arch, which delayed us for 
some hours. His rear-guard wished to defend 
the passage of it; hut w^as driven, back upon 
Ertzdorff. The position of this last point is 
very fine. The enemy wished to hold it, the 
bridge being burnt. The Viceroy ordered tjie 
village to be tuined by the right and left. The 
enemy was placed behind ravines. A brisk fire 
*of musquetry and artillery took place-^quifckly 
we marched right to the enemy, and the position 
was carried. The enemy left 900 killed upon 
the field of battle. 

General Vandamme had; on the 1st May, his 
head-quarters in Harburg. Our troops have 
taken a Russian cutter, armed with 20 cannoh. 

• • 

The enemy repassed the Elbe with so much 
precipitation,,that he left upon ^thc left bank a 
number of boats proper for passing the river in, 
and much baggage. The movements of the 
grand army had already csiused a great conste;;- 
nation at Hamburg; the Hamburg traitors se« 



374 


the day of vengeance is fast approaching. 
General Humonceau was at Luneberg. 

t- 

At the battle of the ^d, the ordinance officers, 
Beringer and Pretil, were wounded, but only 
slightly. 

The following is the relation which the enemy 
has given of the battle: we must expect that 
they will- sing Te Detnn at St. Petersburg, as 
they did for the battle of Moskva. 

* [^Inserted at page ^320, ^oL /.] 

' THIRTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 14. 

Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the following information of the 
situation of the armies up to the morning of the 
9th:— 


. On the 7th, the Emperor’s head-quarters 
were at Nossen. Between Nossen and Wels- 
druf the Viceroy fell in with the enemy posted 
behind a torrent, and in a line situation. He 
di’ove them from this post, killed about 1000 
men, and made 500 prisoners. 

A Cossack, who was ta^en, was bearer of 
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the annexed order (A.) for burning the bag^a^e 
of the Russian rear-guard. Jn effect, 800 Rus¬ 
sian waggons were burned ; a quantity of bag¬ 
gage and 20 pieces of artillery were taken by us 
on the roads; several corps of Cossacks were cut 
off—we pursued them. 

w 

The Viceroy entered Dresden on the 8th at 
noon. Independent of the great bridge which 
the enemy had restored, they had thrown three 
bridges over the Elbe. The Viceroy havijig 
caused some troops to march towards tj|pse 
bridg es, the enemy immediately sot fire to them. 
•The three Utes-de-pont which covered them, 
w^re carried. 

On the sarrie day, the 8th, at nine o’clock 
in the morning, Count Lauriston arrived at 
Meissen; he there found three' redoubts, with 
block houses, constructed by fhe Prussians ; 
they had burned the bridge. The wdiole bank 
of the Elbe is freed from the enejny. His 
'Majesty the Emperor arrived at Dresden at one 
o’clock in the afternoon. The Emperor, in 
making a circuitof the city, immediately went to 
the stores for building, at the gate of Pirna, and 
from thence to the village’ of Prialeiiitz, wheie 
his Majesty ordered a bridge to be thfow’n ov6r 
the riv^r. At sev^n o’clock tn the ev^ninj^his 
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Majesty returned from his reconnoissance t® 
the palace* where he is lodged. The old guard 
' made its entrance into Dresden at eight o’clock 
in the evening. ^ 

On the 9th, at three in the morning, the 
Emperor himself caused a battery to be placed 
on one of the bastions which commands the 
right flank, by which the eiiem}^ was driven 
from a position that he occupied on that side. 

The Prince of Moskva is marching on 
Toi^au. 

( 

You will find here the relation which the 
enemy has given of the battle of Lutzen (B), 
which is nothing but a tissue of flilsehoods. 

We are advised here, that orders had been 
given to,sing Te Deum; but that the people of 
the country who were charged to have it per- 
' formed, declared it to be ridiculous, and that 
what might be suitable in Russia, would be very 
absurd in Germany. 

The Emperor of Russia left Dresden yester¬ 
day morning.—The famous Stein is an object of 
contempt to an honest people. He wishes to 
cause the mob to ^•evolt against the land-owners. 



We cannot recover from our surprise, to see 
such Sovereigns as the King of Prussia, mid mdr^ 
especially the Emperor Alexander, on whom 
nature has bestbwed so many fine qualities, give 
the sanction of their names to actions so csiminal 
and atrocious. Independent of the cannon and 
baggage taken in the pursuit of the enemy, we 
likewise made 5000 prisoners in the battle, and 
took 10 pieces of artillery. The enemy did not 
take a single cannon from us, but he made ) 11 
prisoners. The General in Chief, Kutusolf, died 
at Bautzen, of a nervous fever, about a fortnight 
since. He has been replaced in the commaftd 
in chief by General Witgenstein, who made his 
debut by the loss of the battle of Lutzen. 

{^A.J —Copy of the Letter of which a Cossack, 
who was made prisoner, was the bearer. 

If the enemy should force you to fall back, 
you will take the steps prescribed to you in 
General Winzingerode's orders. 1 authorizje 
you to destroy all the baggage which might im- 
j>edc your route, and cannot be carried off, by 
burning the waggons and taking the horses with 
,you. Those who are able to escape must fly 
without relaxation as far as the Elbe. 

%Mh Chemintz, (Signed) Lanskoy.** 

I 

• • 

1 shall set off this day for FreybetgfV * 
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(B.J—OffwiaL intelligence from the Combined 
A*rmies^from the field of battle^ the of April 

(Sd of 1813*. 


FOURTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 15. 

Her Majesty the Em^|e^-Queen aiid Regent 
has received the following intelligence respect¬ 
ing the situation of the army, dated the 10th," 
night:— 

♦ 

On the 9th, Colonel Lasallc, director of the 

bridge equipage, began to replace rafts for a 

bridge, which was forming at the village of 

Prielnitz. There was also a go-and-come (un 

va et vient), formed at the same time. Three 

hundred Voltigeurs were passed over to the 

right bank, under the protection of 520 pieces of 

cannon'plac^d on an eminence. At ten in the 

morning the enemy advanced to drive back' 

these Voltigeurs into the river: he thought that 

a battery of twelve pieces would be sufficient to 

silence our guns. The cannonade began, and 

the guns of the enemy were dismounted ; three 

battalions whom he had pushed forwards were 

destroyed by opr grape-shot. The Emperor 

hastened to the spot. General Dulauley took a 

c 

^ Vide.VoI. 1. page 307. 
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station with General Devaux, and eighteen 
pieces of flying artillery; on the left of* the vil¬ 
lage of IVielnitz, a position which commands^ 
the whole plahi on the right bank; General 
Drouet advanced with sixteen pieces*of ar¬ 
tillery *to the right. The enemy brought for¬ 
ward forty pieces of cannon. We had established 
a battery to the amount of*80. In the meantime, 
a hollow *was traced on the right bank of the 
river, in the form of a iite-de-pont^ in which our 
tirailleurs sheltered themselves. After having- 
had from 12 to 15 pieces of their cannon dis¬ 
mounted, and from fifteen to eighteen hundred 
ipen killed or wounded, the enemy discovered 
the folly of his enterprize, and at three in the 
afternoon marched off. We worked all night at 
the bridge, but the Elbe rose, some of our an¬ 
chors were unmoored, and the bridge will not 
be finished till to-night. This day (the lOth) 
the Emperor has marched the division Charpen- 
tier into the new town, by the bridge of Dre^- 
clen; and now, to-night, the bridge being 
finished, the whole army is passing ovfer to the 
right bank of the river. The enemy appears to 
be retreating to’the Oder. The Prince of Moskva 
isat Witten burg; Gen. Lauriston atTorgau; Gen; 
•Regnier has resumed the command of the 7th 
corps, composed of the Saxon contingent, and the 
division Durutte. The 4th, 6th, llth, and 12th 
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rorps will pas«; by the bndi^e of Dresden to¬ 
morrow," at break of day. The young and old 
‘Guard is around Dresden. The second division 
of the Guard, commanded by General Barrois, 
arrivea this day at Altcnburg. The King of 
Saxony has directed his course towards Prague, 
in order to be near his capital, and repair 
to Dresden in the course of to-morj-ow. The 
Emperor has sent an escort of 500 of his guard 
to receive and accompany him. Two thousand 
of the enemy’s cavalry have been cut off from 
the Elbe, as well as a great quantity of baggage, 
patroles, light troops, and Cossacks. They ap¬ 
pear to have taken refuge in Bohemia. 


FiriEhNTH BULLETIN. 

Parisi May 17* 

Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the following accounts with regard 
to the situation of, the Armies, on the evening 
of the 11th May:*— 

I 

The Viceroy had advanced with the 11th 
corps to Beschoffswerder: General Bertrand, 
^^ith the 4th corps, to Konigsbruck; the Duke 
Df Ragusa, with Jhe 6th corns, to Reichonbach; 
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the Duke of Reggio, to Dresden; the young 
and old guard, to Dresden. The Prince of 
Moskva entered Torgau- on the morning of the 
11 th, and took a position on the right bank, one 
march from tliat fortress. General Lauriston 
arrived Jthc same day at Torgau with his*corps, 
at three in the afternoon. The Duke of Bel- 
luno, with the 9d corps, has marched upon 
Wittenbu/g; as well as General Sebastiani's 
corps of cavalry. The cavalry corps, com¬ 
manded by General Latour-Maubourg, on the 
nth, crossed by the bridge of Dresden, at three 
in the afternoon. The King of Saxony slept 
at Sedlitz. All the Saxon cavalry must rejoin 
cfii the 13th at Dresden. General llegnier has 
resumed the command of the 7th corps at Tor¬ 
gau : that corps is composed of two Saxon di¬ 
visions, consisting of 12,000 men. His Majesty 
spent the whole day on the bridge to see liis 
troops‘defile. The Colonel of Engineers, Ber¬ 
nard, Aide-de-Camp of the Emperor, has cKcrted 
great activity in repairing the bridge of Dresden*. 
General Rogulat, Commander-in-Chief of the. 
Engineers of the Army, has traced out the works 
which are to cover the new town, and to serve 
•as a tHe-de-pont, We have intercepted a cou¬ 
rier from the Count de Stackelberg, Ex-ambas¬ 
sador from Russia at Vienna, to the Count de. 
Nesselrode, Secretary of State,' accompanying 
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the Russian Emperor at Dresden. We have 
also intercepted a number ofestafettes from Ber¬ 
lin and Prague. 


SIXTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Paris, May 18 . 

Her Majesty the Empress-Queen and Regent 
has received the following account with regard 
to the situation of the army on the evening of 
the 12th of May:— 

On the 12th, s^t ten o’clock in the morning, 
the Imperial Guards were drawn up in battalion 
on the road from Pirna to Gross-Garten. The 
Emperor reviewed them. The King of Saxony, 
who slept the night before at Sedlitz, arrived at 
mid-day. The two Sovereigns alighted from 
horseback, embraced each other, and then en¬ 
tered Dresden, at the head of the Guards, amidst 
the acclamations of an immense population. It 
formed a very fine sight. At 3 o’clock the Em- 
p*eror reviewed the division of cavalry of General 
Fresia* consisting of 3000 horse from Italy. 
His Majesty was extremely satisfied with this 
cavalry, the good condition of which is owing 
to the cares and activity of Fontanelli, the 
Minister of War for Italy, v^ho spared no pains 
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CO put it in a good state. The Emperor ha« 
given orders to the A^iccroy to repair to Milan, 
there to fulfil a special mission. His Majesty 
has heen extremely satisfied 'with the ^ronduct 
of that prince during the whole campaign; that 
conduct^has acquired for the Viceroy a new title 
to the confidence of the Emperor. 

SEVENTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Pam, May 19. 

Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the following information respect¬ 
ing the situation of the armies on the morning 
orthe IJth:— 

The fortess of Spandaii has capitulated; this 
event astonishes all military men. His Majesty 
has ordered that General Bruny, the Command¬ 
ant of Artillery, and Armand, the Engineer of 
the place, as well as the Ministers of the Council 
o^Defence, who may not have protested against 
it, to be arrested and tried before a Marshalls 
Commission, presided by the Vice-Constable. 

• His Majesty has likewise ordered, that the 
Capitulation of Thorn should be the subject of 
inquiry. If the garrison of Spahdau has surren¬ 
dered without a siege, a strong fortress surrounded 
by marshes, and subscribed to a, c^pitutatipij 
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which must be the subject of an inquiry and a 
judgment, the conduct observed by the garri- 
son of Wittenburg has been very different. Ge¬ 
neral Lapoype has perfectly well coiiducfed him- 
*self, and supported the honour of onr arms in 
the defence of that important point, \yhich is 
besides but an indifferent fortress, having but 
one inclosure half destroyed, and which could 
only owe its resistance to the courage of its de¬ 
fenders. 

I 

Baron de Montaran, an equerry to the Empe¬ 
ror, bn the 6th of May, lost his way two days 
journey from Dresden; he fell into the hands of 
a patrole of light cavalry, consisting of 30 meii, 
and was taken by the enemy. 

A new courier sent from Vienna, by M. de 
Stackelberg to M. de Nesselrode, at Dresden, 
has just been intercepted. What is remarkable 
is, that the dispatches are dated the 8th, in the 
evening, and they notwithstanding contain con¬ 
gratulations from M. de Stackelberg to the Em¬ 
peror Alexander, upon the brilliant victory he 
has gained, and upon the retreat of the French 
beyond the Saale. 

f 

The Grand Duchess (Catharine received, at 
Tceplitzf, a letter from her brother, the Emperor 
Alexander, whfch informed her of this great 
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victory on the 2tl. The Grand Duchess, with 
reason, allowed all the5)ersoris takint^ t*lie waters 
ot* To|ili?z to read this letter. However, the 
following day^he learned the Emperor Alexan^ 
der had returno*d to Dresden, and that j?he her¬ 
self must })roceed to lhague. All this has ap¬ 
peared extremely ridiculous in Bohemia. We 
hav(j seen in it the name of a Sov(?reign com-* 

m 

promised, without any motive which policy 
could justify. All this can only be e*xplained 
as a Russian custom, resulting from the necessity 
th ere is in Russia of imposing upon an ignorant 
populace, and the facility with which they can 
be made to believe any thing.—They would have 
found it necessary to have adopted a different 
conduct ill such a civilized country as Germany. 


EIGHTEENTH BULLETIN. 

t 

Paris, Mai/ 20. . 

Her Majesty the faiipress Queen and Regeiit 

• , * 

has received the following intelligence relativ^e 
to the situation of the army on the morning of 
the 14th of May:— 

' The army of the Elbe has been dissolved, ancj 
the two armies of the Elbe and the Maine form 
only one. 

VOL. IJ. 
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Tile Duke of Belluno was, on the evening of 
the l.Jthi near Wittenburg. The Prince of^ 
Moskva had left Torgau, to proceed t6 Biikau. 
€fouiit Lauristoii was marching fr6m Torgau on 
Donbrilugk. Count Bertrand was at Konigs- 
bruck,—The Duke of Tarentuiii, with the 11th 
corps, was encamped between Bischofsverder and 
Bautzen ; he on the 1 Ith and 12th briskly pur¬ 
sued the enemy. General Miloradovitch, with 
a rear-guard, consisting of 20,000 men, and 40 
pieces of cannon, endeavoured on the 12th to 
retain the positions of J^'isclibach, Capcllenberg, 
and Bischofsverder, which brought on three suc¬ 
cessive battles, in which our troops behaved with 
the utmost intrepidity. The division of Char- 
pentier distinguished itself in the attack on the 
right; the enemy was turned in his positions, 
and dislodged at all points : one of his columns 
was cut off. We have taken 600 prisoners, and 
he had 'Up\y^nds of 1600 men killed or wounded. 
The artillery of the 11th corps fired 2000 can¬ 
non-shot in this engagement. The remains of 
the Prussian army under the command of the 
King of Prussia, who passed at Meritzon, took 
the road to Bautzen by Konigsbruck, to join 
the Russian army,-—Yesterday at noon, the 
Duke of Reggio’s corps passed the bridge of 
Dresden.'—he Emperor has reviewed thecorps of 
cavalry;unfl tlie fine cuirassiers under General La- 
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tour Mauboiiror. It is said, that t}»e Kusfiiaris 
liave^viscd the l^ni^^Sians to burn Potsdam and 
BerI*Smd to lay all Prussia waste. They l)ej»au 
by sotting tft^ example themselves ; ,in their 
^aiefe^dc ca fir they burnt the little town of Bis- 
chofsverder. 

The King of Saxony dined with the Emperor 
on the 13th. 

The second division of the young guards, com¬ 
manded by (Jeneral Ibarrois, is expected to arrive 
to-morrow at I3rosdrn. 


Proclamation of the Pmperor to the Army. 

Sohliers I—1 am satisfied with you. You 
have fulfilled my expectations. You have sup- 
j)lied every thing by your goodwill and by your 
valour. ‘On the memorable $d of May., you do»- 
feated and routed the Russian and Prussian 
army, commanded by the Emperor Alexander 

# and the King of Prussia. You have added new 

• lustre {o the glory of my eagles. You have dis- 

% _ • Y 

phayed all that the French blood is capable of. 
Thfe battle of Lutzen will be placed above those 
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ott' 4'4jsterlitz, Jena, Friedland, and the Moskva. 
In the last campaign, the ^nemy found no refuge 
against our arms, but by following the ferlfcious 
course of his barbarous ancestors’^ Armies of 
Tartars laid waste his fields,—his cities,—sacred 
Moscow itself. They are now arrived in our re¬ 
gions, preceded by all the bad subjects and de¬ 
serters of Germany, France, and Italy, for the 
purpose of preaching uii revolt, anarcliy, civil 
war, and murder. Thf v became the apostles of 
ev^eiy crime. Thc}?^ wished to light up a moral 
conflagration between tlu‘ Vistula and the Rhine, 
in order, according to the usage of the despotic 
governments, to place deserts between us and 
them. The madmen! tlievlittle knew the at- 
tachment of the Germans to their Sovereigns,— 
their wisdom, their orderly disposition, and 
their good sense. They little knew the power 
and bravery of the French. 

In a single battle vou liavc eounteracted all 
those parricidal plots. We will drive bhek these 
Tartars into their frightful regions, which they 
ought never to have left. There let them re¬ 
main, amidst their frozen desarts,—the abode of 
slavery, of barbarism, and of corruption, where 
man is debased to an equality with the brute. 
You have deserved well of civilized Europe. 




Soldiers—Italy, France, and German}^, return 
you thanks. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 


From our Ittfperial Camp at Lutzeu, 
^ Map3,\^\3. 

fA) — Paris^ Mai/ 14—fa the nann? 
of the Emperor. 


The Fmpress-Queen^ and Regent i<S M. the 
Bishop of - 

M. Bishop of-, the victory gained on the 

• fields of Lutzen, by his Majesty the Emperor 
and King, our very dear husband and sovereign, 
can only be considered as a special act of the 
Di vine protection. We desire, that on receiving 
this letter, you cause Te Beam to be sung, and 
retUBn thanks to the God of armies, and that you 
will thereto add such prayers as you shall judge ^ 
most suitable for drawing down the Divine pro¬ 
tection on our arms, and especially for the pre- 

• • 

servation of the sacred person of the Emperor and 
King, our very dear husband and sov^ereign. 
May God preserve him from all danger! His 
safety is as necessary to the happiness of the 
Empire as to the welfare of Europe, and to re]i- 
gion, which he has raised up, and which he is 
called to re-establish. He is* the mo^t siucerc 
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artH faithful protector of it. This letter having 
no other object, vve* [ira}^ God, M. ihshop, to 
have you in his holy keeping. 

Given at our imperial Palace St. Cloud, 
this nth May, ISIJ. 

(Signed) MARIA LOP ISA. 

By the Knipn'ss Uegent, 

The Due de CADOR E, See. of State. 

—Cardinal Maar^f's orders hsned for 
sino'ijtg a solenpi fc Deutu in I he calhedntf^ and 
ail (he churches in the city and diocese of Pans, 
ronformahhf to the pious intentions of iur Majesty 
the Plmprtss and Queen Regent, 

At the moment when the Emperor on his 
throne received the last address of the Legislative 
Body, he spoke these remarkable words, “ I am 
shortly going to put myself at the head of my 
troops, and to confound the fallacious promises 
oui enemies have made themselves.^* 

• » 

Tlie campaign is scarcely opemed, and we ab 

read V sec the oracle fulfilled. 

1 . * 

Our enemies, emboldened by the defection of 
the most versatile of our allies, who already ex¬ 
piates the blindness of his folly, entertained no 
doubt of. the full.success of their new coalition 



iiti'ainst FraiK'c. Thus, win 1st thoir tro;»:<‘ii cli- 
mate suspended the (*onrse of our victories, I ho 
KussiaiiS considered the fugitive protection of tlie 
elements as%a periodical and lasting triumph. 
They believed, u lieu they put themselves into 
the [fay of England, that the Emperor would 
never return to re-organize his anny. They flat¬ 
tered themselves to drive ns out of Germany, a«d 
even to carry the seat of war into our ancient 
territories, should vve refuse to submit to such 
laws as their arrogance should please to dictate 
to us from the banks of the Rhine ; nor‘did they 
awaken from this dream of glory until the mo¬ 
ment of their disenchantment on the plabis of 
Lutzen. 

Four months of prodigies on the one side, and 
of illusions on the other, have sufficed to enable 
France to meet them, by showing herself to as¬ 
tonished Germany, mon^ powerful than ever.^ 
The winter’s rest has repaired every thing. • A 
noble emulation oJ'devotioii and voluntary sacri¬ 
fices has relieved the finances, without reducing 
us to make use of any ruinous expedient. God, 
who enjoys the presumption and tennerity of 
mortals; God, according to the expression of 
the Prophet, blew on the ambitious chimeras^of 
our enemies, and they immediately vauished. Sec 
them now, humilkited and ifheady van<iuii{Iied? 
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these imaginary conquerors, who so lightly 
reckoned on our dishonour.! 

The glorious victory, for which^’we are this 
day going to render to the All-powerful the most 
solemn acts of thanksgiving, announces triumphs, 
still more decisive^ in ourtavour. fVc shalldriiw 
those J'artars back to their frightful climate, 
which can no longer save them. 

Powers w ho are enemies to Prance! ye had 
numbered our legions, ye had cale.ulat(xl of how 
many arms they are composed ; but ye had Ibr- 
gotteh at the same time to appreciate the extra¬ 
ordinary gcmiiis ol* their Chief, wdiose sublime 
combinations know how to balance their actions, 
to concert the win.lo, to supply their means, and 
double their force. You still believe this great 
man to be far iVom his army ; w hile his history, 
as w^ell aS vour dreams, should have taught you, 
ithat in hrs marches, his post is always at the 
head of his, victorious phalanxes. You hastened 
by three days the moment of a triumph wdiich he 
had secretly prepared in his mind; but by eluding 
his combinations, you made no alteration in his 

4 

dispositions, excepting solely of the manner to 
ccwiquer you.. The inferiority of our cavalry, 
which the' Emperor wished to spare, and for 
whiefh he^^'^ve as"a supplement his thundering 





artillery, showed at ono(': his intentions, by oij(‘ 
j:)f those stidden illtimhlfUions^ ot whielf Bossuel* 
speaks: “*It is an Euyptiau battle,’" said he to 
his troops ; “ i%good infantry, supported by ar- 
tilk'ry, ouufht to*be siilKoient of itself.” • 

One stands transported with admiration fie- 
fore tlie extraordinary man who has raiseil our. 
Empire to such a prodigious degree of power 
and glory, lie is the soul of his government as 
well as of his army. One cannot conceive how 
a mortal could possibly surmount so many ditiT^ 
culties, be sufficient for the performance of so 
many duties, unite so much activity to so mgcli 
foresight, such wisdom to such impetuosity, 
such vast extent of conception to so much vigi¬ 
lance in the details. It is religion onlv, which, 
by joining all the interests of the sovereign with 
the subject, of the rich and the poor, assures 
the true pomp of national aniKiE, aiul gives an 
^expression to the common joy, both august and 
sacred, and which the univirsal enthusiasm 
lenders still more touching and magnificent. 
Without her, nothing is solemn—nothing is 
truly popular. The world has its amusements, 
but Ohristianity alone has real festivals. Men 
are never in a perfect communion of senti¬ 
ments and interests but in the Temple.. It is in 
assembling before tfie altars, that we feel Qur- 



solves luijjpy in ('hristians—that we feel 

ourselves proud of beini>* Krcnchnun, and that 
every one believes himself iissoeiated in the glory 
of the army. God, being hero the midst of 
us, is actually felt to he near us\ and appears to 
ileolare for us. 

The festival, which assembles us together in 
the first of our temples, all resplendent with our 
monarch’s benefactions and his victories, ac¬ 
quires a still greater intercjst, and a greater 
lustre, .by the presence of the august Sovereign, 
who comes to preside at this pious ceremony, 
in showing herself apparelled in all the glory of 
her consort. 

Ah! what a touching sight, to view in our 
sanctuary the reverend spouse of our Sovereign, 
the mother of the heir to tlie throne, the Regent 
of the Empire, rendering solemn thanks to (lod 
for the glory of the great man whose triumphs 
she is come to proclaim, in declaring to the* 
French, that his preservation is as necessary to 
the empire as for the welfare of Europe, and to 
the religion which he has again raised, which he 
is called to strengthen and re-establish, and of 
which he is the most sincere protector. 



NINETEENTfl BULLETIN. 


Par/.v, 24. 

Her Maj<'sty'jthe Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the tdllovving iiitbnriatioii *ot‘ the 
situatioa of the armies, on the loth, in the 


ev(‘ning:- 


On the 15tb, the Emperor and iving of 
Saxony reviewed four regiments of Saxotj ca¬ 
valry (one of hussars, ou6 of lancers, and two ql 
cuirassiers), which form part of (Jencral Latour 
Maubourg’s corps. Their Majesties afterwards 
visited the field of battle, at the tcle-de-pont 
Prielnitz. 


The Duke of Tarentum put himself in motion 
on the Kith, at five in the morning, to march 
opposite Bautzen. Jle met, at a debouche, 
the enemy^s rear-guard; some charges of 
‘cavalry were attempted against our cavalry, 
i»ut unsuccessfully; the enemy, howcweis 
wishing to maintain himself in this posi¬ 
tion, a fire of musketry took place, and he was 
drivemfrom the post. We had 2 j() men killed 
•or wounded in this rear-guard affair; the ene¬ 
my’s loss is estimated at from 7 to 800 men, (ri‘ 

A 

whom 200 arc prisopers. 



The second division ofthe younq guard, coin- 
‘ inandcd 6y (jcjieral Barrois, arrived at Dresden 
yesterday. 

All the array has ])assed the Elbe. Indcpcnd' 
ently of the grand bridge at Dresden, twc bridges 
of boats have been established, the one above, 
the other below the town. 


The Berlin Gazette of the 8tli contains the 
regulation for tin.' La/n/sturw. Folly cannot be 
carried further; but it may be foreseen, that the 
inhabitants of Prussia have too much good 
sense, and are too much attached to the real 
principles of propriety, to imitate barbarians, 
who hold nothing sacred. 


At the battle of Lutzen, a regiment com¬ 
posed of the Elite of the Prussian nobility, and 
who were called Prussian Cossacks, were en¬ 
tirely destroyed; only 15 men belonging to it 
remained, which has covered all their families 
with moi’irning. These Cossacks, really feigned 
Cossacks of the Don, tender, delicate, young 
men, had lances in their hands which they could 
scarcely support, and were dressed lik^^ real 
Cossacks. What would Frederick say, if he saw* 
his great nephew at this day seek models of uni¬ 
form and appearance from them ? The Cossacks 
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arc ill clothed, they are mounted upon small 
horses, almost without'saddles and harness, be-, 
cause they are irregular militia, which the in¬ 
habitants of tl^e Don furnish, and which arc 
established at Iheir expcnce. To go tjiere to 
seek foi^a model for the nobility of Prussia, is to 
shew to what point the spirit of tolly and in- 
eonipoLency is carried which directs the aflTairs^ 
ol’ that k*ingdom. 

TWENIlKl’H BULLETIN. 

Proposed Meeting of a Congress. 

Paris^ May 

Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
lias received the followinj? accounts of the situa- 
tion of the armies on the 18th of May:— 

The Emperor was still at Dresden. On tlui 
K5tl), the Duke of Treviso left it, with General 
Latour Maubourg's corps of cavalry, and Genje- 
ral Dumoutier^s infantry division of the young * 
guards. 

On the I6th, the division of the young guards, 
comnlanded by General Barrois, also left Dres- 
* den. 

t 

The Duke of Reggio, the Duke of Tarentum, 
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the Duke of Ragusa, and Count Bertrand, were 
in line opposite to Bautzen. 

i 

The Prince of the Moskva and General Laii- 
r is ton had reached Hoyerswerda. 

The Duke of Belluno, General Sebastiani, and 
General llegnier, were marching upon Berlin. 
What was foreseen has happened: at the ap¬ 
proach of danger the i’rnssians ridiculed the 
regulation respecting the Landstiirm. A. pro- 
clainat'on has announced to the inhabitants of 
Berlin that tiny were covered by Billow’s corps: 
but that at all events, should the French arrive, 
they wore not to takf‘ up arms, but to receive 
them according to the principles of war. There 
is no German who is inclined to burn his habita¬ 
tion, or to assassinate anv one. This circum- 
stance constitutes the eulogy of tlie (j<^‘rmau 
nation., When desperadoes, without honour and 
without p'finciples, prea^ up disorder and as¬ 
sassination, the character of this good^people 
repel them with indignation. The Schlegels, 
the Kotzebues, and other agitators equally cri¬ 
minal, would transform the upright Germans 
into poisoners and assassins; but posterity will 
remark, that they have not been able to seduce 
a single individual, a single authority beyond the 
line of duty and of probity.- 



yyy 

Count Hubna arrivefj on tlie l6tli at Dresden; 



of Austii& to the Emperor Napoleon, lie sot 
oti' on tlie 17t)| on his return for Vienna. 

[Jlcrti folIoAv the proposals of Buonaparte for 
the meeting of a Congress at Prague, inserted 
at pag(; 12!2 of this volume.] 


TWEM Y-FIRST BUJ.LETIN. 

Paris, May *26. 

Her Majesty tlie Empress Queen and Regent 
has received intelligence from the army, dated 
from ITochkirchen, the 21st, at five in the even¬ 
ing. It also slates, that in consequence of the 
advantages gained the preceding day, a second 
battle took place on the 91st, in which the most 
complete success crowned the Emperor’s arms. 
Cur loss in the two days has not been consider- 
•able. The Emperor was in perl'ect health. 


r W E X T Y - S E C o N D BULLETIN. 

, Paris, May 29* 

• • Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent 
has received the follow ing intelligence respecting 
the events which have passed a* the army durjng 
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the days of the lOtli, 20th, 21st, and 22d, and 

f 

of* the pcfsitioii of the artny on the 23d:— 

The Emperor Alexander an()t the King of 
Enissia attributed the loss of the battle of Lut- 
zeii to the hiult their (ieneralsdiad comnlitted in 
the direetion of the combined forces, and ])ar- 
ticiihirly to the difficulties attached to an offen¬ 
sive movement of from 150 to 180,000 men. 
They resolved upon takingthe position of Baut¬ 
zen and Hochkirchj already cidebrated in the 
history of the seven years war; to unite all their 
reinforccmoiits which they expected from the 
Vistula, and other points in their rear, to add 
to that position r\ery thing for which art could 
furnish th(' means, and there run the chance of 
a fresh battle, of which all the })rohal)ilities ap¬ 
pear to be in their fa\our. 

The Duke of Taronturn, commanding th'^ 11th 
corps, left Bischofsverda on the 15tb, on the 
evening of which day he found himself within 
cannon-shot of Bautzen, where he found all the 
enemy. He took a position. 

From this moment the French army ntarched - 
upon the camp at Ifatitzcn. 

c 

The .Emperor'left Dresden on the 18th; he 
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slept at Harla, and on the 19th, at ten in the 
morning, arrived before Bautzen. He. emplbyed 
all the day in reconnoitring the enemy’s posi¬ 
tions. We learned that the Russian corps of 
Barclay de 'tolly, Langeron, and Ss\^s, and 
Kleist 4 s Prussian corps, had rejoined the com¬ 
bined army, and that its force might be estimated 
at from 150 to 160,000 men. 

On the 19th, in the evening, the enemy's po¬ 
sition was as follows:—his left was supported 
by mountains, covered with woods, and,perpen¬ 
dicular to the course of the Spre, nearly a 
league from Bautzen. Bautzen contained his 
centre—this town had been intrenched and co¬ 
vered by redoubts. The right of the enemy 
leaned upon fortified rising points, which de¬ 
fended the debouches from the Spre, from the 
side of the village of Nemschet; all his front was 
covered by the Spre; this very strong ^positioa 
was but a first position. 

i 

We distinctly perceived, at 3000 toises dfs- 
tance in the rear, the ground newly dug up, and 
works which* marked their second position. 
The left was still supported by the same moun¬ 
tains, at 2000 toises in the rear of those of the 
first position, and considerably in advance of 
the village of Hophkirch.^ The centre leaned 
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upon three intrenched villages, where so many 
>yorks had been erected, that they might have 
been considered as strong places. A marshy 
and difficult ground covered three-quarters of 
the centre. Lastly, their right leaned in rear of 
the first position, upon villages and rising 
ground, likewise intrenched. 

The enemy’s front, either in the first w second 

position, .extended a league and a half. After 

this reconnoissance, it was easy to conceive 

hew, notwithstanding a lost battle, like that of 

Lutzen, and eight days retreating, the enemy 

could still have hopes in the chances of fortune. 

« • 

According to the expression of a Russian offi¬ 
cer, who was asked what they intended to do— 

IVeneilher wish to advance tior retirey ‘‘ Yoti 
are masters of the first pointy * replied a French 
officer, ‘‘ and the events in a few daps, will prove 
whether you are masters of the other.** The 
head-quarters,of the two Sovereigns were in the 
village of Natchen. • 

* t 

On the 19 th, the position of the French army 
was as follows:—Upon the right was the Duke 
of Reggio, leaning upon the mountains to the 
left of the Spre, and separated from the left of . 
the enemy by the valley. The Duke of Tarentum 
was before Bautzen on horseback, upon the 
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Dresden road. The Duke of Ragusa was upon 
the left of Bautzen, opposite the village of Niew- 
menschuitz. General Bertrand was upon the 
left of the Duke of Ragusa, leaning upon a 
windmill and wood, and appearing tp intend 
debouching from Jaselets, upon the enemy’s 
right. The Prince of Moskva, General Lauris- 
ton, and General Rcgnier, were at Iloyerswerda, 
out of fhe line, and in the rear of our left. The 
enemy having led^H^that a considerable corps 
was^to arrive by tne road of lfo3'^erswcrda, was 
doubtful that it was the Emperor’s iptentiOn 
to turn their position by the right, to alter the 
field of battle, and to cause all his intrench- 
men ts to fall, which had been erected with so 
much pains, and the objects of such great trou¬ 
ble. Not being yet informed of General Lau- 
riston’s arrival, he did not suppose that this 
column could consist of more than 16-or 20,000 
men. On the 19th, he therefore detached afainst 
them, at four o’clock in the morning, General 
D’York with 12,000 Prussians^ and General 
Barclay do Tolly with 18,000 Russians. The 
Russians posted themselves at the villago of 
Klix, and th6 Prussians at the village of Weis- 
sig. ,Count Bertrand had, in the mean timef^ 
sent General Pery,^ wit^h the Italian division, to 
Konigswerda, to keep up our communication 
with the detached .corpse* B^ing arrived ‘ there 
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at noon, General Pery made bad dispositions. 
He did not cause the neighbouring forest to be 
properly reconnoitred, he placed his posits badly, 
and at four o’clock he was assailed by a hourra! 
which threw some battalions into liisorder. He 

s 

lost 600 men, among whom was General- Bala- 
thier, of the Italian brigade, wounded, two can¬ 
non, and three caissons ; but the division having 
taken to their arms, kept themselves 'to the 
wood, and faced against th^l^emy. 

The Count de Valmy having arrived with the 
cavalry, put himself at the head of the Italian 
division, and retook the village of Konigswer- 
da. At this very moment, the corps under 
Count Lauriston,'which marched at the head of 
the Prince of Moskva, to turn the enemy’s po¬ 
sition, and had departed from Hoyerswerda, ar¬ 
rived on Weissig. The battle commenced, and 
the ©orps of General D’York would have been 
destroyed,, had it not been for the circumstance 
' of the troops having to pass a defile, by which 
m'eans they could come up only in succession. 
After a battle of three hours, the village of 
Weissig was carried, and D’York’s corps being 
overthrown, was driven to the other bank of the 
Spre. 

4 

_ I 

The battle of Weissig wsp, in itself, an im- 
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portant event. A detailed report will shortly 
make known the particulars concerning it. * On 
the 19tlf, Count Lauristoii therefore remained 
in the position of Weissig ; the Prince of Mosk¬ 
va at MarkersdorfF; and Count Regnier at the 
distance of a league in the rear. The right of 
the enemy’s position was evidently in disorder. 
On the 20th, at eight o’clock in the morning, 
the Emperor went to the heights in the rear of 
Bautzen. He gave orders to the Duke of Reg¬ 
gio to pass the Spre, and attack the mountains 
which supported the enemy’s left; to tJie Dftke 
of Tarentum, to throw a bridge, en chevalets, over 
the Spre, between Bautzen and the mountains; 
to the Duke of Ragusa, to throw another 
bridge, e7i clievalets^ across 1:he Spre, in the 
turn which that river takes to the left, at half a 
league from Bautzen; to the Duke of Dalmatia, 
to w,hom his Majesty had given the command 
in chief of the centre, to pass the Sj;)re, and 
disturb the enemy’s right; and tinally, to .the 
Prince of Moskva, binder whose orders were thd 
third corps, General Lauriston anti General 
Regnier, to push forward on Klix, to pass the 
Spre, and turn the enemy’s right, and to carry 
his head-quarters from Wurtzchen to Weissen- 
berg. 


At noon the cannonade* commenced. The 

* Mm 
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Duke of Tarenturn had no occasion to throw his 
bridge of Chevalets across; the river, as he found 
a stone bridge before him, over which he forced 
his passage. The Duke of Ragusa threw his 
bridge a^^ross, and the whole of hft corps passed 
over to the other bank of the Spre.—Affer six 
hours brisk cannonade, and several charges by 
the enemy without success, General Compans 
caused Bautzen to be occupied; General Bonnet 
occupied the village of Nudkayn, and by a run¬ 
ning charge took a plain, which rendered him¬ 
self master of the whole centre of the enemy's 
position. The Duke of Reggio got possession 
of the heights, and at seven o'clock in the even¬ 
ing, the enemy was driven back on his second 
position. General Bertrand passed one of the 
arms of the Spre, but the enemy kept the heights 
which supported his right, and by this means 
maintained himself between the Prince of 
Moskva's corps and our army. 

C ' ' 

‘ At eight o'clock in the evening the Emperor 
entered Bahtzen, and was received by the inha¬ 
bitants, and the constituted authorities, with 

% 

sentiments due from allii.'s who were happy in 
finding themselves delivered from Stein, from 
KotzeJ^e, and the Cossacks. This day, which 

4 * 

wereMt sipgle, might be called the battle of 
Baiitzen, ^was merely, the prelude to the battle 
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of Wurtzchen. However, the enemy begali to 
comprehend the pos^bility of being^ forced in 
his position. His hopes were no longer the 
same; and he must from this moment have had 
the presage oA his defeat. Already wore all his 
dispositions changed. The fate of the battle was 
no longer to be decided behind his entrench¬ 
ments.—His immense works and 30Q redoubts 
became useless. The right of his position which 
was opposed to the four corps became his cen¬ 
tre, and he was obliged, to offer his right, which 
formed a good part of his army, to oppose the 
Prince of Moskva, in a place which he had not 
studied, and which he belieyed beyond his 
position. 

On the 21st, at five in the morning, the Em¬ 
peror marched towards the heights, three quar¬ 
ters of a league in advance of Bautzen. The 
Duke of Reggio sustained a lively fire o/ mus¬ 
ketry towards the heights, which defended the* 
enemy's left. The Russians, who felt the *iga» 
portance of this position, had placed a strong 
part of their army, in order that their left should 
not be turnetl. The Emperor ordered the Dijkes 
of Reggio and Tarentum to keep up this combat, 
to prevent the eneniy^s left from disengaging 
itself, and to hide from him the real attack, <he 

result of which could not be felt before noon or 

( 
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one‘o^clock. At eleven o’clock the Duke of 
Ragusa advanced. 1000 tgisesfrom his position, 
and engaged in a dreadful cannonade before all 
the enemy's redoubts and intrenchments. The 
guard and the reserve of the army/concealed by 
rising ground, had easy debouches to advance by 
the left or right, according as the vicissitudes of 
the day might require. The enemy was thus 
held in uncertainty respecting the real point of 
attack. During this time the Prince of Moskva 
overthrew the enemy, at the village of Klix, 
pas,sed the Spre, and led fighting wdiat he had 
before him to the village of Prulitz. At ten 
o’clock he carried the village, but the enemy’s 
reserve having advanced to cover the head-quar¬ 
ters, Prince Moskva was driven back, and lost 
the village of Prulitz. The Duke of Dalmatia 
began to dehoiiche an hour after noon. The 
enemy, who comprehending all the danger with 
which he was threatened by the direction the 
battle had taken, knew that the only means of 
advantageously supporting the battle against the 
Prijnee of INJoskva, was to prevent us from de¬ 
bouching. He endeavoured to oppose the Duke 
of Dalmatia’s attack, ThemomentTor deciding 
the battle had then arrived. The Emperor, by a 
movement to the left, in 20 minutes, marched 
with ;, the guards. General Latour Maubourg’s 
four divisions, and a great quantity of artillery 
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upon the right flank of the enemy*s position, 

which had become the centre of the*Russian# 

• • 

army. Morand*s and the Wittenburg division 
carried the rising ground which the enemy had 
made his point 

General Devaux established a battery, the 
fire of which he directed upon the masses which^ 
attempted to take the position. Generals Du- 
laulay and Drouet, with 60 pieces of* reserve, 
advanced. Lastly, the Duke of Treviso, with 
the divisions Dumontier, Drouet, and IJarroiS, 
of the young guard, took the road to the Inn of 
Xlein Baschwitz, crossing the road from Wuftz- 
chen to Bautzen. 

The enemy was obliged to uncover his right, 
to prepare‘for this new attack. The Prince of 
Moskva took advantage of it by advancing in 
front; he took the village of Prelsig, anc\ having 
come up with the enemyarmy marched on to 
Wurtzchen. It was at three o’clock in th#^ 
afternoon, and whilst the army vvas in tlie greates*t 
incertitude of success, that a heavy firing was 
heard along a line of three leagues, and an- 
nouncfed to the Emperor that the battle was won. 
‘The enemy, finding that his right was turned, 
began to retreat, and this retreat soon became a 
flight. At seven clock.in* the evening .the 
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Prince of Moskva and General Lauriston ar- 

> rived at Wnrtzchen. The Duke of Rajjusa then 

received orders to make an inverse movement to 

that which the Guard had made, occupied all the 

intrenched villages, and all the l4doubts, which 

the enemy were obliged to evacuate, advanced 

in the direction of Hochkirch, and thus took th6 

whole of the enemy’s left in flank, which then 

fell into an unavoidable route. The Duke of 

Tarentum, on his side, briskly pushed the left 

wing, and did it considerable mischief. 

« 

« 

The Emperor slept on the road in the midst 
of his Guards, at the inn of Little Baschwitz.. 
Then the enemy, being forced from all his posi¬ 
tions, left the field of battle in our power, covered 
with his dead and wounded, and several thou¬ 
sands of prisoners. 

0 

t 

On the 92d, at four o’clock in the morning, 
the French army put itself in motion. The 
»nemy had fled the whole night, by all the roads,* 
arnd in every direction. We had not found his 
first posts until past Weissenberg ; he did not 
offer to make any resistance, until' he had gained 
the heights in the rear of Ruckenback. # The 
enemy had not seen ou.r cavalry. General Lefevre' 
Desnouelles, at the head of 1500 horse of the 
Polish lancers, aivi the red lancers of the Guards, 
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charged and overthrew the enemy's cavalry in 
the plain of Ileitenbach. The enemy believing, 
that thesc'were alone, caused a division of their 
cavalry to advance, and several divisions were 
successively engaged. General Latour, Mau- 
bourg, with his 14,000 horse, and the French 
and Saxon Cuirassiers, arrived to their assistance, 
and several charges of cavalry took place. The 
enemy, 'quite astonished to find 15 or 16,000 
cavalry before him, whilst he believed,us to be 
unsupplied with any, retired in disorder. 

# 

The red lancers of the Guards are for a great 
•part composed of the volunteers of Paris and its 
neighbourhood. General Lefevre Dcsnouelles, 
and General Colbert, their Colonel, bestow the 
greatest eulogiiim on them. In this affair of 
cavalry. General Bruyero, of the light cavalry, 
and an ofliccrof the highest distiiietion, had his 
leg carried off by a camion ball. 

General Rcgnier, with the Saxon corps, gained ' 
the heights behind lieitenbach, and pursued tile 
enemy as i‘ar as the village of Hottendorf. Night 
overtook us at a league,from Goerlitz, although 
the dny had been extremely long. We finding 
■ ourselves now at the distance of eight leagues 
from the field of battle, and that the troops had 
undergone so mucji fatigue, •(the French army 
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was to have slept at Goerlitz, but the enemy 
, having placed a corps of their rear-guard on the 
heights in front, and as it would have required 
half an hour more day-light to turn his left,) 
the Emperor ordered the army tc/take a position. 

# 

In the battle of the 20th and 21st the Wirtem- 
burg General Franguement,and General Lorenaz, 
were wounded. Our loss on these days may be 
estimated at 11 or 12,000 men, killed and 
wounded. At seven o’clock in the evening of 
the day of the 22d, the Great Marshal Duke de 
Frioul, being on a small eminence, along with 
the Duke de Treviso and General Kirgeiier, all 
three with their feet on the ground, and at a 
sufficient distance from the fire, one of the last 
balls fired by the enemy struck down close to 
the Duke of Treviso, tore the lower ‘part of the 
Great Marshal, and killed General Kirgener on 
the spot. 

t 

‘ The Duke of Frioul immediately felt that he 
was mortally wounded, and expired twelve hours 
after. As soon as the posts were placed, and 
that the army had taken its bivbuacques, the 
Emperor went to see the Duke of Frioul.* He 
found him perfectly master of himself, and shew¬ 
ing the greatest sang froid ,—The Duke offered 
his hand to the Emperor, whp pressed it to his 
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lips. “ My whole life/’ said he to him, ‘‘ Ifas 
been consecrated to your service, nor do I regret 
hs loss, bijt for the use’it still raight have been 
of to you 1” “ Du roc !” cried the Emperor, 
there is a life to come, it is there you arc going 

* f 

to wait tpr me, and where wc shall one day meet 
again I” “ Yes, Sii'e 1 but that will not he these 
thirty years, when you will have triumphed over 
your enemies^ a?id realised all the hopes of your* 
country, I have lived an honest man—1 have 
nothing to reproach myself with. I leave a daugh- 
ter behind me—your Majesty will fulfil the place 
of a father to her. The Emperor, graspnig the 
right hand of the great Marshal, remained for a 
([uarter of an hour, with his head rcclinedon*his 
right hand, in deep silence. Thegreat Marshal was 
the first whobroke this silence.— ^^Ah,Sirc” cried 
he, “ go away^ this sight gives you pain The 
Emperor, supporting himself on thcDukeof Dal¬ 
matia and the great Master of the Horse, quitted 
the Duke of Frioul without being abld to say 
•more than these words—“ Farewell then, my 
friend!”—His Majesty returned to hist tent, nor 
would he receive any person the whole of that 
night. 

. On the 23d, at nine o’clock in the morning, 
General Regnier entered Goerlitz. Bridges were 
thrown over the Niess, and the army crossed that 
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n\^er. On the 23d, in the evening the Duke of 
Beiluno was near Boitzenburg. Count Lauristoii 
had his head-quarters ' at Hochkirqji : Count 
Regnier before Trotkendorf, on the road of Lau- 
baii; and Count Bertrand in the/.ear of the same 
village; the Duke ofTarentum at Schpenberg, 
and the Emperor was at Goerlitz. A flag of 
truce sent by the enemy, brought several letters, 
'from which it is believed that he wishes to nego- 
ciate for an armistice. The enemy's army has 
retired by the road of Biintzlau and Lauban, into 
S.ilesia. All Saxony is delivered from her ene¬ 
mies, and by to-morrow, the 24th, the French 
army will be in Silesia. The enemy has burnt a 
great quantity of his baggage, blown up a num¬ 
ber of parks, ancldistributed through the v^illages 
a great many wounded. Those whom he w'as 
able to take away in carriages had not their 
wounds dressed. The inhabitants state their 
numbers at upwards of 18,000, and more than 
10,000 temain in our power. The town of Goer¬ 
litz, which contains 8 or 10,000 inhabitants, has’ 
received the French as their liberators. 


The city of Dresden and the Saxon ministry 
have shewn the greatest activity in pro.yiding 
for the army, which has never had a greater, 
abundance of every thing. Although great 
quantitiei^ of ammunition have been consumed, 
yet vhe Vorjcipen of* Torgau and Dresden, and 
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•the convoys which arrive through the attentit)n 
of General Sobur, keej) our artillery well pro¬ 
vided. Wp have receivbd intelligence from Glo- 
gau, Custrin, and Stettin, that these places arc 
in good conditi(.tin. This recital of the battle of 
Wurtzchon can only be considered as a sketch. 
The General Etat-Major will collect the reports, 
which will point out such officers, soldiers, and 
corps as have distinguished themselves. In the* 
small combatof the 22d, atReitenbach, we ascer- 
taincd thatour young cavalry is superior to that of 
the enemy in ecpial numbers. We could not take 
any colours, as the enemy always Carrie's them 

off the field of battle. Wo have only taken 19 

• * 

cannon, the enemy having blown up his parks 
and caissons ; and besides, the Emperor keeps 
his cavalry in reserve till it is of sufficient num¬ 
bers, and wishes to spare it. 


f A.J Prussian account of the lialtle of Pjemizen, 

Perlln^ Ma^ '25. * 

The following letter, from an eye-witness, of 
the battle of the SOth and 21st instant, has been 
imparted to us, till further official details:— 

“ 6n the 20th, ,at noon, the enemy attacked 
the combined army in its position at Bautzeij; 
but his efforts, although they were directed 
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against single points, with a great superiority of 
forjce, were of no effect; and the united army 
remained in their positioh during the night from 
the 20th to the 21st. On that day, at four^^.ilf. 
the battle commenced on our leftfwing with great 
spirit; but the attack made by the enemy on this 
side, as it afterwards appeared, was merely a 
feint. General Miloradovitch, under whom 
’General Emanuel commanded the light troops, 
had the command of the left wing, under the 
Duke of Wirtemburg.—Some while afterwards 
the battle commenced with still greater impe¬ 
tuosity towards the centre, where the artillery in 
particular had great effect, and all the enemy's 
attacks were repulsed. General Lauriston's 
corps now appeared, and endeavoured to turn 
our right wing, but was detained by General 
Barclay de Tolly, who was posted at Gottamilde 
to observe the enemy, till General Kleist's corps, 
and Klux and Boeder's brigades, fell on the rear 
of the ’enemy, and by a close cartridge fire, 
citused great destruction, and forced him to re¬ 
treat. But by detaching these brigades, General 
Blucher's position at the heights of Kreckwitz 
was weakened, and the moment was seized by 
the enemy to attack this corps with great supe¬ 
riority, before it could receive any support. Ge- 
nrjral Blucher, therefore, found himself obliged 
to ^11 badk upon a position a small distance in 



his reur, in order to join General D* York, who 
formed his reserve. 

“ Meanwhile, to coanteraet this disadvan¬ 
tage, our left v’^ing moved considerably forward, 
and took some cannon and prisoners from the 
enemy. The intended purpose was thereby at¬ 
tained, and the enemy wtis deterred from pressing 
any furt?ier on our right wing. Night put an 
end to this battle, which had lasted two days, 
and cost the enemy so much blood. The allied 
army took up a position in the greatest order, 
and ready for battle, near VYoissonberg, at a small 
, distance from the field of battle. We have lost 
neither artillery nor prisoners, except a few who’ 
w'ere severely wounded. On the other hand, we 
have taken both artillery and prisoners from the 
enemy, and many of his cannon were dismounted. 
A battalion of Wirtemburgers, who were to have 

t\ 

stormed a battery at Kreckwitz, came o'^er to 
us, as likewise did a part of the Saxon troops. 
'We cannot yet state the amount of the loss on » 
our side,.or that of tlie enemy ; but the enemy’s 
loss has been in the proportion of three to one 
more than our’s, as the ground, the superiority 
of ^owr artillery, and the valour of our troops, 
gave us the advantage over him in ail his attacks. 
Our reserves of the centre and the left wiiJg, 
among which were the- flower of the Russian 

VQL. II. E 
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trcwps aiicl their artillery, were not engaged, and 
their strength must be reserved for more impor¬ 
tant services. Since the report we gave from the 
head-quarters at Wiirtzchen, of the 18th of May, 
w’e hav/? received the following* farther intelli¬ 
gence from thence:—“ On the 18th,^<jeneral 
Iloviaskoy again took prisoners another company 
of the Dutch lancers of the guards, 94? men 
strong ; and in a recoilnoissance with General 
Miloradovitch in the afternoon, we took 
prisoners, and caused the enemy a loss of 100 
men in killed and wounded. De'serters are like- 

i 

wise daily coming in from the enemy, and the 
loss he suffers by this petty warfare is very con¬ 
siderable. 


f B.J—Prussian account of the flattie oj 

Wurfzcheu. 

This moment we have received the followniu 
intelligence^rom our grand army:— 


^ WurcJiau^ near Bautzen^ May 20.—The ac¬ 
counts respecting the enemy for some days past 


coincided in reporting that Lauriston's corps, 
about 12,000 strong, was in motion against our 
'^ht flank, by making a large circle by the Luc- 
and Hoyerswerda road, and that it was fol- 
l0,^d at the <Sstafice of a c^y's march by Mar- 
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shal Ney, with a force of 18,000 men. It.waa 
^ accordingly resolved lb march against Generaf 
Laariston, engage, and defeat him before sup¬ 
ports could reach him. General Barclay de-Tolly 
received directions for this purpose, and* he ac- 
cordin^y, in the afternoon of the 19th, made a 
brisk movement forward to Konigswartha, whilst 
General D^York inarched through Weissig to 
join General Barclay’s corps. The Russians 
fell in with the enemy at Konigswartha,* and after 
a severe battle forced the town with the bayonet, 
look 10 cannons, and put the enemy totally to 
the rout. Meanwhile General D’York had fallen 
•in with a strong detachment of the enemy mot 
far from Weissig. The battle was here extremely 
obstinate, and it soon appeared, that we had to 
do with three divisions of Marshal Ney’s corps, 
being tbe very same that were supposed to be still 
at some h'agues distance. The Prussian tiroops, 
though much inferior in numbers, sustained 
this glorious combat against such superior forde , 
until night, and kept possession of the field of 
battle- Jt was this courageous resistance only 
that rendered if possible to attain the proposed 
end of driving General Lauriston^s corps entirely 
out oAlie field. 

This morning, as the en^my had I’etreated 
during the night, ttte corps t>f Generpla-Bardav 



‘^on ly York have again mpv^4|ieV^r to the 
'army.^^Hie result of this day, exclusive of the^ 
pi^ectof artillery taken^ is 1500 |)risoners, be¬ 
dsides a General of Division and a General of 
Brigade^ snd the total destruction of an eneiny s 
cofumn (k 9000 men. 

ft 


f ^Berlin, Ma^ 9$.—An official report from Ger- 
bersdorf, between Goi^en and: Dahme, dated ihe 
90th insf. at 11 o’clock at njght, states as fol¬ 
lows :—“ The enemy had taken his position be¬ 
tween Lockau and Dahme, and pushed his pa- 


troles to Dahmsdorff. The Corps was, strdng, 
and Was intended to push forward into the Majrk* 
of Brandenburg; but the arrival of the Russian 
corps, and the approach of Bulow and Borstel’s 
Corps, have frustrated their designs. ^ Two days 
ago, the Russians captured lOO of the enemy 


near Dahme, and to-day he suddenly broke up, 
directing lu^ march towards Upper Lusatia. At 
this moment he is four German miles from us, 
^he single patroles being already returned from 
tha^ distance. \t is supppsed that the sudden 
retreat of the epem;|r proceeds from liis design of 
joij^ing the grand army.' ^he porps of Generals 
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Every attepapt of the enemy to^ apur^di 
the cat^ital has beeb frustrated; and^^inde^, if* 
was rather a demonstration than an (Attempt. 

-ty , ^ / a r ■* 

That the French coi*ps which hdd passed the 
Elbe, and by^h^ch it was at first dr^^ded that 
a diversion would be made bn Berlin, has so 
suddenly withdrawn towards the Elbe, is in a 
great measure to be attributed to th^ speedy aS'* 
Semblage of the Landsturm of the circW of 
Beskoff and Storkod*, who are ^nims^ted by the 
best spirit, and who to him appear so for¬ 
midable/* ^ • 


Berlin^ May 24.-*“The following Proclama¬ 
tion has appeared here*—In the present "high 
state of expectation in the public for intelligence 
from the army, we have to communicate to 
them the following extract from an official 
statement just received:— 


IfT 

Wurtzchen, ^Xst May^ half~pa$t 3 
morning. —Yesterday forenoon, about IS o’clock 
the enemy attacked General Kleist, op' the. 
heights in front of Kreckwitz. The battle soop. 
be^me general alopg tfie whple fpst line of the 


nU»t, jMthoot tbe «ne 


having been to 
m our pqittip]i^ 



thoitiih lie at first attempted, by supe riority of 
force, to drive back our rigjit, and afterwards oiir 
left wing, (b'lieral Kleist’s ivcak detacbiinmt 
fought the whole day in the van of the army, 
against an enemy far superior in irumbers, until 
night had ('oine on, when a column of Bhp;h(‘r’s 
corfis advanced to cover it. Tin' battle will be 
recomnien<*ed to-day: half of the troops w<’re 
not in th<^ tire yesterday. Both our troops and 
the llusslaris are full of courag(\ and burning 
with impatienc’e t(^ beat tin' ciimny. So soon as 
w'e.rc‘reive farther [>arrieiilars of tlnase vi< lorious 
events, we shall eomninnieate them to tin* pub¬ 


lic without delay.— B(‘rlin, tin yjtlofMav, ts>i;3. 
— Ko'yal Military Cioveniment, appointed fur 
the eountry betwe.' ii the Blbe and the Oder. 

(Signed) I./f:ST()C(i.SACK. 


TVVKN rV-Til I j{ J) urLUKTlX, 

Paris^ Jum 1 . 

Her Maj(‘styth(‘ impress and Queen has re- 

\ 

eeiyed the follow ing intelligt'neo, resp<.-etmg tin* 
‘ situation of the armies, on the cvt'iiing of the 
9.')th:— 

k 

The Trinco of Moskva, having under his 
orders Clenerals l./mrisibn and U(‘gnier's corjis, 
forced, on fhe O-Uh, the passage of the N(‘isse : 



* <Mul on tlio in tin' nionjrng, thni ol’*tlK‘ 

(jlucich, and had airivi'd al Duntzlan.^ (u*iwral^ 
*Laiiristor> had his hrad-cjuarlors Indf-way ho- 
twcon BnntzJan and IHanan. Fho han])oror*s 
head-quarters ^’er(\ on I hr ('vcaiinu of lln^ ‘2olh, 
at Jhnil^laii.—The Dnke of licllinio’s ^\^n'c at 
VT<‘hraii, on tlu' (^neieli. (haieral Ih'rtrand, on 
the 3 Ith, entenal l.anhan, and cm the 3v)ili pur¬ 
sued the* eiieniv. Th(’. Diikt' of d'areiitinii. atha* 

c 

having; passed tlui (^neieh, had a eoinhat with 
lh(' enemy’s rear-ynard. 1 lie e/iemy, emnnn- 
l)ered with wa^g'ons loaded witli si( k and ])a^- 
wisIkmI to make a stand. I he Du jvi‘ oi 
.Tannitum had his three divisions eai^a^ed. I In' 
battle was livelv. I’he enetny snliiT(Ml Jiideh. 
The Duke of 'rannilum had, '.>n iht' 3.‘)th, Ins 
liead-qnark'is at Slii;ki_!j;ht. I in' Duke* o/ Ua- 
misa was :tt Ottt'iidorf. 1'he Duke of lo ^uio 
had lett Ihint/en, marehmy upon l>eiTni h\ the, 
Luekau road. (.)ur advain'ed posts weix; hut 
one march from (doi^au. It was al l»*iinlzlau 
‘that tlu' IJussian (h'ln'ral Kutnsoif died, six • 
v'eeks a^’o. Our armi<‘s have not found in thi^ 
(Country an\ <.*nthusi:ism. The. Jamdwehr and 
La!}dsturm onlv ('xist in the Jonrnals, at least in 
this (sountry; and the inhahitants are very far 
4rom adhering to tiie advice of the Kussians, ol 
hurtling their houses and desolating the.ir com#- 
try. General Dnrosnel has r<;mained m ipiality 
of (governor of Dresden. He c,oiijnviifds ali*tlie 
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troops and French garrisons in Saxony. Sevo. 
ral 'French corps arc marching upon Berlin; 
where it appears they arc removing, ^ancl have 
for some days expected to see the army arrive. 

i 

IN THK \AME OF THE EMPEROR. 

t' 

The Empress Qiieen and Regent^ to the R/shop 



M. Bishop of-. 'IFc victory of* Wiirtz- 

chen, in Lusacc, where his Majesty th(^ Kmpe- 

ror, our very dear and weJl-heioved hiisl)and. 

* ' 

cc/mmandinu' in person his armi('s, has defeated 
the Uussian and Brussian armies, commanded 
by their Sovereigns, notwithstanding the in- , 
trencliments, with which they were coveied; 
tlie happiness which he. has had of re-establish¬ 
ing in his ca]:)ital his ally the King of Saxony, 
and of dciiv(’ring all his kingdom; the thanks¬ 
givings which (iennany renders to the God of 
Anns for b(dng delivered, by the assistance 
which he has given to its august protector, from 
* the spirit of anarchv with which the enemy had ' 
enveloped the cause, a spirit so contrary to the 
spirit of our religion, and to the prece])ts of 
God, induces m(‘ to write you this leth'p, in or¬ 
der that as soon as you shall have receiv.cd it, 
you may conc('rt with those whom it is proper,, 
td call our people to the churches, and to ad- 
di ess God with tl^e prayers 3^011 think most fit, 
in tliese ‘g*reut* circumstances. This letter hav- 
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ing no otlior end, we pray Cod tnay luiv('. yofi in 
his holy keeping. Ci.ven in our linpevial Pirtaai 
of St. Cloud, the JOtli of May, isi.j. 

MARIA LOCLSA. 


TWENTY-FOUllTIi UULLV/ri N. 

Fur/v, j!(nc 

The 'Cinpress (Jiieeii and Regent has oH't'ive'd 
the following iritelligence rc'spectirii; .tlie situa¬ 
tion oi the armies on the ^<?7th in the evening :— 


On the ‘26th instant, Cienerul Count Lauris- 
ton’s head-<pjartors were in llaiiau. A battalion 
ofCieni'ral Maison was unexpectc*dly charg(;d at 
6 in theevenniG: by 3000 hor.*!e, and obliged to 
fall hack upon a village. It lost *2 (annon and 
.3 caissons, which were under its guard. Th(> 
division took to arms; the enemy endeavoured 
to charge the 133 d regiment, hut he wa& driven 
from th(‘ field of battle, whicb he hdr eovored 
with his dead. Among the kill(‘<l was the Co*- 
loiiel, and about a dozen officers of the body¬ 
guard, the decorations of which they wore. 


« 




On the 27th, the Emperor’s liead-cjuarters 
were at Leignitz, whoje the young and oh 
guards were, and Generals Lauriston and-h^, 
nior’s corps. T|je Prince .of Moskva’s diis 



vvas‘ at iianan; that (>t’ liji' Dul^r oF l>t^lhjno 

niaii'Vt'UNrol iipoii (^lo^au.. '['Ik' Duke of l'a-» 

1 

naituin \\ cKs at (iolilhcrg. 1 he Duke ot RaL>'(isa 
and Count Rcatrand were npoij tin* road Iiyup 
G old I )i-* 11 ,* to L(*ii:^nitz. Jt a|)j)t';Hs tliat all dn* 
eiK'iny’s army ha.^ tak^ n the road t>f Jo^i r and 
Sehweidiiitz. A good luimiHr oi‘ weniukd 
have' })(*en eolhn’ted. d'lu'villag< s arc* iull oj dir 
<'i»em\’s \voundc*d. Leiunit/ is ;i \eu’ orMls 

■ C. H 1 j 

town. 'ri,i<* authorities had h it if h\ c xpr- 
oj’ders, which has cair‘''d much di,-.e< 
among the* iid^ahitants and ji<’asano\ F ?;■< 
(hn'h*. Count Darn has, in <*oi)vv rnH'iu <*. h< t t; 
c'harged to Form nc'w^ niagistratc*s. Ail dm jx o' 
ph* wluj lu'longc'd to the* ( oui.- and al! ih'. in*, 
hilitv w ho c'VcU'uated lM*rlin, n*<;i''d to Ih-skr-' ; 
now they are < \ acualing Hresk.n* i.nd a l ad o 
tiring into Hohenna. in* i li h ir. r- 

sjK'ak oF nothing hut th«’ eonsuin n i >') t';* 
enem\% and oF the enormous i { )SS, 'S i'-' (; i I i. 
encc'd at the battle o1 W urtzeheii. 


\ w n 1' Y - F i V T i i m; LI. t: r i n 

t 

J*(tris. Jtinc j. 

( 

iler Alajestv the Krapress Queen and Re gent 
luo reeived the Following intelligence From ttn* 
avmVjdateJ the i^Dth, in the morning :— 



• rii<.* Dllk'.* <)( In \\ innrcliinn 

( triirral Se'ba^liain iiu-r, lu ar .'^pronViu,, 
•.in riuany;^ rdtivoy. ('har^'ial it, took |)"kh'<'v; of 
oain'.oiK ()0 ('ais'-’ODs. imd .,,:)o piisoncrs. Tin* 

n.ik-'()i ilau'ijiii arn\o(J(ai tlir of th(' 
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srtuaTion. rh(' ^\oH^^ dt'ft'ndod tlu* 

ii{ i),i1th \»f W urt/ch.'ii an* Ncrv considorahlo, 
(iir i’tn mv h.nt Ma rolon* tin* i^O'alo^t oonlidrnoo 
m tln'iso iutrciH'hnicnts. An i<i( a of tlioin iiiav 

lx* lorniod., w lu n it is kiiouu that ti). n worn tlio 

^ • 

labour of l()a)tK) w oi kinun durinu throe months 

ft 

lor the liUssiau'^ liava* Ikm'II jabomin^ on this 



posnion, wliicl'i tlu'v (:(»nsirioic*d unnttackiiblc, 
tliCvinoiiih lu*I)i’uary. It appears that 

A 

General \V"it«enstoin bus given np the command' 
ot‘ the eomhiiKHl army : it is General Barclay de 
Tolly who commands it. The army is here in 
th(^ finest country possible. Silesia if^ a con¬ 
tinued garden, in which the aniiy linds the 
greatest abundance of f'vory thing. 


I WENTY-SlX r ft UlJl.f^ETIN 

Parts. Jtott. V. 

A letter dated the 30th of May, announces 
that Hamburg is in our power. Letters from 
Co])enhagen state, that the Prince Royal has S(^t 
out for Norwayj' in order to put himself at the 
head of the army destined to defend that coun¬ 
try in case of attack. 

Matj ^}'^.—Marshal the Duke, of Reg¬ 
gio's corps has been detached from the grand 
army, to march directly upon Berlin, so that it' 
is probable we shall learn, almost at the same 
time, that the French armies occupy Berlin and 
Breslavv, the two principal towns of the Prussian 
monarchy. The l^russians, who had a moment's 
enthusiasm, are now discouraged by defeats.. 

^<hich no future advantages can balance. The 
« 

Polish and Saxoij troops, which are returning 
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from the (Mivii'oiis of (Jnicow’, Imvi; aln^iulv 
passed the circle of/naiin, in Morjjvia; tht'^; 
will quickly join the conquerors, wlio still ad¬ 
vance, in consecpicnce of which they will he 
spared part ol* that journey they vvon^d other¬ 
wise hiivc lead to make. Several Saxon regi¬ 
ments are forming ; it is to Ix’ presumed, that 
our corps d’annee will be more' immerous in this 
campaign than the preceding one. 


TVVENTV -Sr.VENTIl lUJLLKTlN. 

Paris^ Jum 7 - 

Her Majesty the Kinpress-Queeii and llegent 
has received the following nevVs from the army, 

t/ • 

dated May 30 :— 

A convoy of artillery of 50 carriages, which 
left Augsburg, quitted the route of the army, and 
proceeded from Augsburg to Bareuth. yiie 
enemy’s partisairs attacked the convoy betw'ceit 
Zw'ickau and Chemnitz, wdiich occasioned the 
loss of SOO men, and of '300 horses taken, 7 or 8 
pieces* of cannon, and of several carriages, which 
were destroyed. The pieces have been retaken. 
H is Majesty has ordered an inquiry to be made 
to know who took upon himself to,change^hc 
route of the conyoy. tie* he a General^ or a 
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CoUimissary of War, he ought to he punished 
with tlic rigour of military law, the route of the 
army having been ordered iioiu Augsburg by 
Wurtzljurg and Fulda. General JV)insot, com¬ 
ing from Brunswick with a regimemt of cavalrv- 
lOOstroui:-, was attacked l)y 7 or 800 jne;i of the 
‘oncm 3 ^’s cavalry, near Halle. fl(‘ was mad(? 
prisoner, with an hundred of th(‘ nnai: ‘:?()() are 
foturned to Leipzig. Tlu* l)uk(' of Padua is 
arrived at Leipzig, where he is collecting his 
cavalrv to ch'arall tin* h'i’t bank of tlu‘ Flbe. 


T W1-: X T 'i' - K T G HI U BULL K J f X. 

< 

. Fari.s, June S. 

Her Majesty the fanjnrss-Quten and Regent 
has received the following intelligence of tiie 
situation of the armies on tin* ;Jlst of Mav, at 
night — 


Fhc Duke ol Vi(!enza, the Count Schouva- 
joif, and General Kleist, had a conference of 18 
hours, at the Convent of VFahlstadt, near Leig- 
nitz. They separated yesterday, the dOth, at 
five in the afternoon. The result is not yig 
known. It is said, that the principle of an 
Armistice is agreed upon ; but it appears that 
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t)icy ill!.' not a£tT('od upon the limits that afo to 
term tlio hiio of ileiiuu'oation. On tUe :3lst, at 
six in thoovening, tin'conldrcnccs rcconinunict^d 
on the side of Striegau. The head-<|narters of 
the Emj)eror were at Neurnarkt. of the 

Prince|>f Moskva, liaving (Jeneval Jranriston and 
General Kt'gnier iiiuha* his orders, at Tdssa. 
Tilt; J3nke of Tarentiim aiul (,’onnl Pertrand 
were hetweeji Janer and Striegaie Tlu! Ouke 
of Ragnsa was ]>etwe(*n Moys and Ntaiinarkt. 
TJie l)nk(i of Pidniin was at Steinau on the 
Od(T. Glogan was entirely relieved from the? 
blockade : the garrison has been constantly sue- 
C(^ssful iti its sorties: the place has still seven 

c 

months* provisions lelt. Oil the‘i8th the Dnkc^ 
ol* Reggio having taken a position at lloyers- 
werda, was atta<‘ked by tbe ( orps of Cieneral 
Hnlow. frf>m 1 j to iS,000 strong. The battle 
began : tlu3 enemy was re pulsed at all points, 
and pursued for tlu' spa<;e of two leagues.* The 
report of this affair is subjoined. On the 
of Mav, Lieiitoiiant-Geii<*ral Vandamine got* 
possession of AV dhelinsburg, hetbre •riamhurg’. 
On the 21 til. the head-Cjuarters of the l^rinoe of 
Kckmwiil wele at Marburg. Several bombs iiad 
fallep into Hamburg, and the Russian troops 
appearing to evacuate the.eity, negociations were 
opened for the surrender of the place. Tlie 
Danish troops mad(‘ coimnan cause n ith the 
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Fretich. There* was to be on the 2oth a eoii- • 
fcrehce with the Danish Generals to arrange the 

t 

plan of operations. Count do Kaas, Minister of ' 
the Interior to the King of Denniark, and charged 
with a ihission to the Emperor, <liad set off to 
repair to head-quarters. 


Report to Ilis Highvess Prinec of Netfchafc/^ 

. « Major-General of the Arm^. 

, Monseignkur, 

\ 

I arrived about six in the evening, with inv 
1:3th diviwsion, at Doyersvverda. All the inlbr- 

f 

mation of the peasants assured me that the 
enemy w^ere in the town, and I inarched wdth 
precaution. My advanced-guaivl not perceiving 
any videltes^ entered the towui during a violent 
storm of rain. The first detachment ol’ light 
horsey commanded by one of niy oliicers, had 

I 

already galloped through different streets, wllh- 
'out meeting any one, when on reaching the ' 
square, th-e squadron of Bavarian Light Horse, 
which followed, [lerceived and fell upon two 
squadrons of Cossacks, occupied in loading 
bread. Several of those who were on horsgback 
made their escape ; but all the rest were sabred^ 
of cut to pieces. 1 derived from this affair 7 
officers, a Major, .Captain, 6 Lieutenants, and 

f ‘ 4 
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Prussian officers (not one escaped)! 61 
(M)ssacks, and upwards of 90 horses. • * # 

(Signed) Marshal Duke of flEdGlO. 
Hoiji rfiwcrda^ Mai/ ^27- 


Report' to His Highness the Prince of A'l/fJ* 

ehatdy 6)C. 

AIonskignkur, 


TIh; eiienjy c«amc to attack me in, the posi¬ 
tion of Uoyerswerda, where 1 am, anrl vv ln're 1 
am detained, expecting’ the division of denlTul 
<.“re. The enemy arrived from Senl'lenberg 
by the two banks of the Schwarz-Elstcr. llis 
first attack took place about eight obdock bv 
Bergen and Nenwiess, wliero liis cavalry drove 
back my advanced posts;, and about the same 
time 1 wfis attacked on my left on the side of 
Narditz, where the (nieitjy deployed .‘30 pieces of 
cannon. I was yet ignoiantoi tlie side on* which 
the principal attack would be, and 1 was obliged 
to divide iny men bi iu'cen these two points^ 
Tlie 14-til division formed its squares on the plain 
of Narditz, under a very warm fire ofartillery, to 
whicl> mine* replied wjth effect. Tlie enemy 
perceiving the uselessness of his efforts on this 
side, carried his force to the right bank ; he r/c- 
bouehed columns of infantry, cavalry, andcanntm. 
My artillery, very advantageously placed, then 
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put Miose ('olunip.s to tlie rout, and, beating the 
pas (hi charge. General Facthod drove back this 

I c ' 

Frussian corps a good Muiy beyond Bergen, doing 
it much injury. From that moment his retreat 
was (jiiickened at all points, and 1 remained 
master ol the field, where h(i left many dead. 
I (cannot praise too highly the conduct of General 
l^acthod, as well as that of General Focrailly, 
who, with his brigade, carried two villages with 
the bayonet in the neat(‘st manner. We arc still 
following the enemy at live in the evening. 

, (Signed) Marshal Duke of B F(.iG lO. 
Hopcr.sicerda, Map !?S. JSI.], 


T WENT X-Nl NTH lit'LI.HI !> . 

Paris, Jane p. 

Her Majesty the Empress-Queen and Regent, 
has received the following intclligenicc respect¬ 
ing the situation of the armies on the of 
J un(‘:— 

The head-quarters of the Emperor were still 
at Neumarkt; those of the Prince of Moskva at 
Lissa, The Duke of Tarentum and Count 
Bertrand were between Janer and Striegau ; the 
Duke of Ragusa at the village of Eisendort; the 
'id corps, ai, the village of Tetersdorf; the Duke 
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of JJelluno between GJogan and Lei^iiilz. (ami^l 
Bubiia lv\d arrived at Leignitz, and had eon- 
ferenccs with the Duke of Uassano.. (Jenend 
Lauriston entered Bivslaw at (i o’clock in du* 
morning of the 1st of June. A iViissian corps 
from 6 to 7000 nu n, which covered that town, 
by defending tlie passage of th\‘ Lohe, were 
driven to the viilaiie of Neukircdieii. The l>uf - 
gomaster and four deputit^s from the town of 
Ih'eslaw, were* presented to th(' hanperor at Neu- 
niarkt, the 1st of June, at two o’(dock in the 
afternoon. Ills Majesty told them, tfiat tlicy 
might assure the inhabitants he pardoned (*very 
thing tliey might have done, to second th(*s*pirit 
of anarchy which the Steins and the Scharnhorsts 
wished to excite. The town is i)erfect]y tranquil, 
and all tlu^ inhabitants remain in it. Breslaw 
oflbrs very great resources. 'Fhe Duke of 
Vicenza, and the Biissian and Ihaissian i’](‘ni- 
potentiaries, Count Schouvalod* and "(icnerai 
Kleist, exchangt‘d their full f)OWt‘rs, and neu-* 
tralized the village of Peieherwitz. .Forty iit- 
fantry and twenty cavalry, furnished by the 
Freiicl:^ YVriny, and the same number of men 
furnished by the Allied Anny, respccti v(‘]\ occupy 
the two entraiua^s of the village. On the 2d, in 
the morning, the Plenipotentiaries had a eoj**B 
ferenoe to fix the line, \j^hieh, during^pect- 
Armistice, should determine tly:) »^o»it16n 
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hvo nniiii'S. In iho mean time, orders have bei-n 
given iVom both liCtid-(jnarters, that no hostilities 

I 'j 

siionld take place. Thus, since the 1st of June, 
at two in the afternoon, there have been no 

* »i 

hostilities committed on either side. 

TH 111 I IKTH ju; l,LF/riN. 

Paris, Jane 10. 

Her Maj(‘sty Ihe r.mj'ress-(^)ue('n and ll(‘gent 
has n eoivedthe following intt'lligence resi)ecting’ 
tlie situation of the Annies on the 3d of June :— 

Tlie suspension of arms still continues. The 
respective iMenipotentiaries continue their ne- 
go(!iations for the armistice. Cjcneral Lauriston 
has seized, upon the (.)der, more than 60 vessels, 
ladcm with meal, wine, and warlike ammunition, 
di.-’ii('d for the army wdiich besieged G|,ogau : 
all provisions have been forwarded to that 

Ihrtress. Gur advanced [)osts are half way to 
Hreii:. (h ijeral llogendorf has been named 
(Governor of Hreslaw. The greati'st order reigns 
in that tOAvn. 'Tlu' inhabitants appear very much 

I 

discontented, and even indignant, at the dispo¬ 
sitions made relative to the Landstunn ; they 
l^f'^tribule these dispositions to General Scarri- 
3d corst, who passes for an »riiirchi‘al jacobin. Me 
• ht^ttla oi Lutzen. The 



Prussian l^rinccssos, who lrastil\ \villi(lre*vv fioju 
Jjoiiiu, to takti vchigojit Pivslavv, lia\c* IcU llu' 
latter town* to se(‘k shelter still farther. The 
Duke of Bassauo has gone to Dresden.'whore ln‘ 


will ivoeiv'(‘ Count d(' Kaas., 
DenniaiHc. 


MiiiiskM iVoni 


Til I It T V -11 rt S I ji u I. h JIN, 

JiliK I 1, 

The I'nnpress Queen and llegeu: has roeeived 
the following intcUiaencc'of the simaiion of die 
army on the evening of the ilh : — 


The armistice was signed on the fth, at'two 
in the afternoon : the following are the artiehrs : 
—11 is Majesty the Empt*ror set out on thc‘ .ith, 
at break of day, to proceed to Leignk/. It is 
thought, that while the arniislice lasts, his Ma¬ 
jesty will spend part of his time at Dlogan, and 
the greater part at Dresden, in order to h(‘ nearer 
his states, (jilogau is provisioiu'd for a year. 


ARMISTICE 


THIRTY-SECOND BUl.LETIN. 

Paris, June 12. 

Her Majesly the Empress Queen and Regent 
lias received the^followingjntelligence respect- 

V'idc page 126 of thiS Vl>lui 2 ie. 
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mi> ihr situation of tlio auiiics oii the 61 h o1 
'June:—' ; 


File Eruperor’s head-ijuarters were on the 6lh 
at Lei^T.itz. Fhe l^rinee of Moskva was still 
at Breslaw. The Commissioners appointed 
the Emperor of Russia tor the exceution of the 
treaty, are Count SehouvalotF, J^i(‘utenant-( m*- 
neral, Aide-de-Camp-General to the Empi'ror, 
ai\d M. de KutusotF, the Emperor’s Aide-de- 
Camp-General. Those named on the part of 
France are the General of l^ivision Count J^u- 
moutier, <'ommanding a division of the guard, 
and the General of Brioade Flahault, Aide-de- 
Camp to the Empeu’or. These Commissioners 
are at Neumarkt. The Duke of Treviso, with 


the young guard, had his head-quarters at Glo- 
gau. The old guard is returning to Dresden, 
where it is supposed the Emperor is going to 
establish his head-quarters. The diHerent corps 
d’armee are marching to form camps in the dif- 
'ferent ])Osilions of Coldberg, Lowenberg, 
B'uiitzlau, fjeignitz, Sprottau, Glogau, See. The 
Polish cor])s of Prince Poniatqwski, which 
crossed Bohemia, is expected at Zittau on the 
10th of June. 





I imiTV-TIliRU UrULETIN, 

lli‘r .\r'aji‘sty the Empress Queen^fiul Kegeni 
has ^('ceivt'd the following intelligrnce of tin? 
Situation of ll)(? armies on the 7 di *— 


HVs Majt\sty’s lioa(l-(|iiarters \vtT<? at. Ihmtz*- 
Ian. All the corps (raiinee wei\‘ ni marr’li j'or 
tiu'ir earilonnuMits. d'lie Oder was cov(T(nj with 
boats winch dcstamded from Hix'slavvdo Cjiiogau, 
laden with artillery, tools, nu'al, and articles of 
^'very de.scriptit)n, taken Iroin the enemy.* I lam¬ 


bing was retaken on the doth, by main t()ree. 
The Prince of Eekmuhl i^speeialiy praises thf‘ 
eondncl of fjcineral \ andaniine. I lamburg was 
lost the la^t eamjiaign by tin pusdlanimity of 
(.*en(?ral St. Cyr ; it was to the \ igour flis- 
playcd by (unieral VandamnKg n[)Mi*Iiis ar¬ 
rival in the .‘3‘2d military division, tha.t the 'J)re- 
stM valion of Hreinmi was ow ing, and th(‘j)res/*nt 
ictakieg <jf Jlainburg. Several hundred pri¬ 
se neis were made. Two fir dOO pieces were 
t()nn(j in the town, 80 of which were on the ram¬ 
parts. W orks had been constructed to place the 
town ill a state of defence. Dcmriark acted w;ith 
iw; the Prince‘T>f Eekmuhl intended td march 
upon luubeck. Thus the divisioi* * 
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and all %he territory of the empire, is delivered 

\ f 

"from the enemy. Orders hstve been given to 
mkke Hambwrg^^ strong place : it is surrbunded 
by a hastionea rampart, having a large fosse full 
of water, ahd can in part be covered by inunda¬ 
tions". The works are so constructed, that at all 
times the coitimunication with Harburg can 
be maintained by the Isles. The Emperor has 
ordered another fortress to be constructed upon 
the Elbe, at fhe mouth of the Havel. Konigs- 
tein,' rTorgau, Wittenburg, Magdeburg, the for¬ 
tress of the Havel, and Hamburg, will complete 
the defehce of the line of the Elbe. The Dukes 
of Cambridge* and Brunswick, Princes of the 
House of England, arrived in time at Hamburg 
to give more eclat to the success of the French. 
Their journey was reduced to this,—'they arrived 
and saved themselves. The last battalions of 
the Prince of Eckmuhrs five divisions, which 
are composed the 79 battalions, and at their 
full ^qomplement, have set out frotn Wessel. 
Since,/he commencement of the campaie:n, the 
French army has delivered Saxony, conquered 
the half Of ^ilesia, re-occupied the 3Sd division, 
confounded the hopes of our enemies. 

\Tbii8 is an errof.'*-^His RoyaMlighn^as the Duke ofCum- 
berlsDid is tjie Prince beVe anuded|o. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH BUyLETIST., 

Purjsy June 

^ ITcr Majesty the Empress Queen and \legent 
lias* received the tbllovvinu; intellieciiice of tfii* 

O O 

situation of the armies, on the lOtli of June :— 


Idle Emperor arrived at 4- •o’clock in the 

niorninp;’ of the 10th at Dresden. Idle horse- 

% 

guards arrived there at noon. The foot-ijuards 
were expected the following day, the 11th. The 
Emperor arrived there at the moment^ when he 
was least expected ; he thus rendered useless the 
preparations made for his reception. At noon 
th(! King of Saxony went to sec the Emperor, 
who lodges in the suburbs, in the fine house of 
Marcolini, where there is a grand suite of apart¬ 
ments on the groiind floor, anck,afi liandsonKJ 
parkthe King’s palace, which the Emperor 
formerly inhabited, having no garden. At seven^ 
in the evening, the Emperor rt^cen^d M. D| 
Kaas, Minister of the Interior and ofJustice> 
fr«m ihelling of Denmark. A Danish brigade, 
,the auxiliary division, placed under the Prince, 
of Eckmuhl’s orders,, on the 2d June, took pos¬ 
session of Irnbeck. The Prince of Moskva, on 
the 10th, was at Breslawj J;he Duke of Trevino, 
at Glogau ; the 1[3ukc t)f^^^llujuo, Grosser!; ^ 
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the,Duke of Reggio, upon the frontiers of 
Saxony and Prussia, on the Berlin side. Xhe 
drrnistice had evti^y where been published. The 
' troops were making preparations to place their 
barracks, and encamp in their respective posi¬ 
tions, from Glogaii and Leignitz, to the frontiers 
of Bohemia and Gorlitz. 


THE END. 


W.cWils^ri, r \Mtr, 4^GrWiiie-Sircet, Hj^^ton-Gardcn, London. 


Directions to the Hinder for placiif^ihe Plates* 

No. 1. iVIa|) of T?u^''ia {<> follow Contentof -Vol. 1. 

— ‘.4 of the <)j)eraliouh of the Armies from the Com- 

iiiencemeat of the (.\mijiaiij;n m lvU''Sia to the ^21st Aii- 
1.S12: copied from the Oii|.pnal Ma[) belongm;^ 
^ to the Freneli t^uarter-Miister-Cienerars Dep^^tftient, 
to folUm Do. 

— d. Plan <jC tile Operations of the Armies in Russia, from 

the iSih of Aui'iist until the 20th of Oetolna:, 1813, 
slieuiin^ the I’reneh line of march from 8m(»lenzk to 
Moscow: eopic'd fiviiii the Orij^mal Map ht lou” ini''to 
the I'reneh Quarto-Master-(ienerars Department, to 
iollow Do. • 

— 4. 3Iapof Russia, vvith the* didi reiit Routes of the French 

and RusMan Armies, in the disastrous Retreat of the 
former iVoiii IVIoscovv, to follow Dte 

— 5. Maj) <*f the Seat of War in Northern !*oland and Prus¬ 

sia, to follow (Contents of Vol. II. 

Poi'V’ait of the Kmjieror Alexander, in fro^ of Vol. T. 

Do. of Duonaparte, in front of Vol. 11. 


KllitATA. 


Imc 2, ,<4iihi^.V^tc‘psk, .Juuo 7,” react “ xYujjust 7.’* 





